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We would like to give a hearty welcome to everyone for the 

new year!  The butterflies are already out in great numbers, 

and I hope everyone is out and about with their nets and cam-

eras. We have a very interesting issue out this summer, and I 

hope this issue will inspire everyone to enjoy a great year 

ahead with many an adventure after new and exciting butter-

fly species. 

The first article is a wonderful story from the President of 

Lepsoc and the author of a number of books on butterfly iden-

tification, Steve Woodhall. This is an exciting story following 

his experiences of his trip to the Eastern Cape, searching for 

and trying to photograph a number of rare butterfly species.  

We are continuing with a few old favourites in this issue.  We 

expand on Lepidoptera Conservation in Africa, discussing a 

number of butterflies that have gone extinct off of certain 

African islands, as well as  discussing another critically endan-

gered species found in only a few small localities within South 

Africa, the Wolkberg Zulu (Alaena magaritacea). There is also 

more on gardening for butterflies, and a yummy  biscuit recipe 

for everyone to try out. 

We have introduced a number of new sections this year, 

which will have follow up articles in the next issue of Babbel 

blues. This includes an interesting section on photography for 

all the people out there who are patient enough to chase after 

and photograph butterflies. There is also a new section on 

butterfly identification; a beginner’s guide to some of the 

more common butterflies you find in South Africa. We are also 

starting to introduce members of the council and their role in 

this society. Another exciting new section will be covering the 

history of butterfly collecting in South Africa. 

We would very much like to hear your stories and experiences 

with butterflies and with the society, as well as any other in-

teresting tips and information you would like to share with 

other people. There is a guideline for article submissions at 

the end of the magazine, so please don’t be shy and start 

writing! 

In the society news section we had a very willing volunteer, 

and new member to the Lepsoc community, agreeing to write 

-up her experience of the AGM conference that took place last 

year. We will let her article speak for itself, however,  this is a 

reminder that there will be another AGM conference held at 

the Pretoria Botanical Gardens later on this year, and all are 

welcome to join the information swapping and general fun 

that comes with people who run around with nets held high 

after butterflies. 

All of us here at Babbel Blues wish you a prosperous and 

butterfly-filled year ahead! 
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Disclaimer 

The views expressed in the contents of this magazine are not 

necessarily the views of the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa or 

the editorial staff and are entirely those of the authors. 

Magazine email: babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za 

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE TO BABBEL BLUES… 

Go to the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa’s website.  At the bottom of the page is a 

short form where you can enter your name and e-mail address.  This will add you to 

our mailing list and you will receive all new issues of Babbel Blues. 

Older issues can be downloaded from the “Resources > Downloads > Babbel Blues” 

tab on our website, or from the following link: 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?

option=com_jdownloads&Itemid=401&view=viewcategory&catid=10 

We do request though that you subscribe to the magazine, even if you download them 

from the archive.  It is important to us (and to potential sponsors) to know how many 

people we reach with this magazine. 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?option=com_jdownloads&Itemid=401&view=viewcategory&catid=10
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?option=com_jdownloads&Itemid=401&view=viewcategory&catid=10
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Cover photo: Green-veined Charaxes  

(Skelmdubbelstert, Charaxes candiope) 

(Photo: Yolande Bode) 

Sponsors for LepSoc 

While Lepsoc will do its utmost to obtain funding for 

the various projects aimed at conserving our national 

heritage that we launch, this cannot be done without 

your help. 

Help us by sending donations to  the Brenton Blue Trust.  This vehicle has been 

established specifically for the conservation of Lepidoptera.  Donations can be in 

the form of funding, inheritance or also by becoming a member, participating and 

contribute your time, the most useful resource. 

If you can contribute, please contact Dave Edge at: 

orachrysops@gmail.com or at babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za or on our website 

www.lepsoc.org.za 

 

The use of Common Names 

Some people may notice that the common names used are not necessarily the same as those in the current field guides.  

The reason for this is that we are trying to make the names more accessible to beginners, and want to move away from 

incorrect and unfamiliar words.  Typical changes include the correction of errors such as a Natal brown that doesn’t occur 

in Natal, to making names more descriptive.  More information about these changes can be found in the following article: 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?option=com_jdownloads&Itemid=401&view=finish&cid=123&catid=10 

 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?option=com_jdownloads&Itemid=401&view=finish&cid=123&catid=10
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A male Riverbed opal (Rivierbedding-opaal, Chrysoritis beulah) (Photo: Steve Woodhall) 
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Every year now, my wife Jayne  and I have been going on a 

safari to somewhere in the Eastern or Western Cape, with 

the main priority being to take photographs of butterflies for 

the second edition of the Field Guide (as well as the App I'm 

working on). I've been taking pictures for edition 2 since the 

day edition 1 came out, and so far I have managed to re-

place many of the not-so-good film shots, as well as some of 

the photos that were of a pinned specimen. 

At this point most of the gaps are in the Western and East-

ern Cape provinces, mainly Karoo species. I try to get into 

this area whenever the opportunity presents itself, but it's 

not easy! A lot of trips are rained out, or I only just miss the 

butterflies' short flight periods. It is made more difficult be-

cause I can only have one calendar week off in a year – usu-

ally over the Christmas shutdown when most of the sought-

after Karoo and Fynbos species have finished flying. 

For our trip in 2014 , we were joined by Brian du Preez, a 

student at Saasveld doing his Diploma in Nature Conserva-

tion whom we met through Facebook and iSpot. He was 

really keen to join us, so we arranged all the bookings for 

him to accompany us. His expertise is in botany and he plans 

to move over to a B.Tech in this discipline. 

Brian joined us in Durban early morning on Friday the 5th of 

December, and on early Saturday we set off for Kokstad, and 

Chris and Thebie Fey's farm Fisherman's Bend. The weather 

was off to a fine start, but as we drove south the clouds 

rolled in. Going through the Umkomaas valley there were 

not as many butterflies as usual, and once we reached Fish-

erman’s Bend, the weather was getting worse. We went 

with Chris Fey  up to the dolerite dyke where we've always 

found lots of good stuff on previous visits. Some of the ex-

pected butterflies, such as the Brilliant Nimble Blue 

(Lepidochrysops asteris) or Shaka's Ranger (Kedestes chaka), 

were missing. However, Brian was chuffed to find Black an-

tenna Copper (Aloeides penningtoni), which was a lifer for 

him. As it was getting duller and duller we decided to call it 

an afternoon. We went down to the dam with Chris and 

watched dozens of Grey Crowned Cranes coming in to roost. 

This was a special moment. 

The next day, Chris took us up Nolangeni mountain. About 

half way up Brian saw a Nimble Blue (Lepidochrysops) fly 

across the track and we got out to chase it. It looked like 

Zulu Blue, L.ignota. Then higher up we found a big colony of 

Drakensberg Escarpment Widows (Serradinga clarki dra-

comontana). I battled to get any good shots of these, but 

Brian, proving that young and agile bones get better pic-

tures, managed to get close to a couple. 

Chequered  Opal (Geruite-opaal, Chrysoritis braueri) (Photo: Brian du Preez) 

Escarpment Widow (Platorand weduwee, Serradinga clarki dracomon-

tana) (Photo: Brian du Preez) 

Grass slope Nimble Blues (Grashelling ratsbloutjie, Lepidochrysops grahami) 

(Photo: Steve Woodhall) 
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With that, we set off for Queenstown. After braving a hail-

storm, we eventually made it to the B&B, Hazelmere Coun-

try Lodge at Sterkstroom. Paul and Glenda Mortlock looked 

after us very well, with a hearty breakfast to take Brian and 

me up Long Hill.. 

We took a road that Paul recommended to take us up the 

mountain, but as it turned out we could not drive all the way 

to the top because of a locked road gate. However, there 

was an open footpath gate so we went through this and 

started climbing the hill. Before long we started seeing lots 

of Grass slope Nimble Blue (Lepidochrysops grahami). Most 

were females and they were frequenting their host-plant, a 

species of Salvia. We managed to get some really great pho-

tographs, including a mating pair.  

In the same area there were quite a few nominate Amakosa 

Rocksitters (Durbania amakosa amakosa). A digital first for 

me, and a lifer for Brian. We had to climb almost to the top 

before finding any  Checkered Opals (Chrysoritis braueri). I 

found them to be very skittish and was relying on my 

300mm f4 lens with extension tube. My shots were OK, but 

Brian got at least one real stunner! 

After another successful day we drove to Nieu Bethesda, 

and reached our destination, Quince Cottage, at about 5pm. 

This was on old place but comfortable.    

After a dinner of Karoo lamb, washed down with local craft 

beer and red wine, we hit the sack with anticipation for the 

morrow.  

The 9th dawned bright and sunny, and we set off down the 

hill to the Middelburg road, and Lootsberg Pass, feeling posi-

tive. However, Lootsberg turned out to be a bit of a disap-

pointment. The top of the hill, which used to be such a nice 

spot, has been totally demolished to make way for two large 

cellphone towers. We did find found some of the Midas 

Golden Opals (Chrysoritis midas) and Variable Nimble Blues 

(Lepidochrysops variabilis) that fly in the area. Both were 

lifers for Brian, so he was satisfied. The view from the pass is 

still inspiring, and I discovered that my Samsung phone takes 

great landscape shots. 

5am on the 10th saw us up at sparrows, and by 6am we 

were driving through thick mist to the Compassberg to look 

for its Skolly (Thestor compassbergae). The weather forecast 

was not-so-good, but we persevered. As we drew closer to 

the mountain the clouds disappeared and we could see this 

Matterhorn-like peak across the Karoo veld. This mountain is 

the highest free-standing peak in SA and as we approached 

it, we were expecting to bump into Thorin Oakenshield and 

co. It really is our 'Lonely Mountain'.  

Alf James, the farmer who was willing to allow us to traipse 

over his property, was waiting for us at 7am and showed us 

how to get to the track that would take us to the base of the 

mountain, after which we still had a 2-3 hour march to the 

spot André Coetzer had given us the Google Earth coordi-

nates for. Well, we walked about 200m, when the Gods of 

mountain butterflying had their way and in rolled the 

clouds. 

About to be obscured by clouds on the slopes of the Compassberg (Photo: Steve Woodhall) 
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We retreated, as we did not fancy carrying on in the hopes 

of it lifting, and getting lost in the mountains. Lower down, 

near the farm, there was no mist! Once we had a signal 

again we called Alf, who remembered his wife finding a colo-

ny of the Compassberg skolly on the koppie behind the 

house. We found a promising looking hill and spent most of 

the day clambering over it. Not a Skolly in sight, although 

there was plenty of sloping shaly ground of the sort fre-

quented by the related Golden Skolly (Goue skollie, Thestor 

pringlei) at Swaarweerberg near Sutherland.  

But that was all. It later turned out that we had been looking 

on the wrong hill, but as they say; “nothing ventured, noth-

ing gained”. We set off back down the hill feeling somewhat 

deflated – by this time Nieu Bethesda in its valley was in 

partial sun. It was too soon to go back to the cottage so we 

cast about the valley looking for tracks up into the hills. We 

found a promising looking one and followed it up to a dry 

gully, where we found a couple of small Brown Coppers 

(Bruin kopervlerkie, Aloeides trimeni), as well as a bigger, 

orange lycaenid, which eluded us totally. There were some 

blue Opals around, which we only managed to capture a 

couple of bad shots of.  After this, it was getting a little too 

cloudy so we went back and had lunch at the local Sneeu-

berg Brewery 

Later, Jayne and I visited the Owl House, and over dinner, I 

drowned my sorrows in the Sneeuberg Roasted Ale... and 

looking at the pix of the blue Opals, they looked like they 

might have been Riverbed Opals (Chrysoritis beulah), so we 

decided to go back and see if there were more.  

The following day, after packing up to be ready to leave lat-

er, off we went again to Compassberg, promising Jayne we 

would be back by lunchtime.  

We found the correct koppie, and walked it flat. Of Thestor 

compassbergae, no sign! So we decided to go back to the 

gully from the previous day to see if we could find more of 

the putative C. beulah. The weather was quite hot by this 

stage, and the little gully was looking good... 

As it turned out there were a few on the wing and this time 

we were able to get decent photos. I found a mating pair 

and wanted the female specimen, but Brian took too long 

shooting the pair and they separated! Off she went like a 

dirty shirt.   (Comment from the editor: That’s probably Kar-

ma) 

After dealing with a bad puncture, we headed off. It wasn't 

far to Aberdeen and we were there well in time for supper... 

in fact, we were at The Homestead before the owners were. 

This is a lovely old building; built in 1820, so it is even older 

Amatola Ridge Opal  (Amatola rif-opaal, Chrysoritis turneri amatola) (Photo:Steve Woodhall) 
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A mating pair of Riverbed opals (Rivierbedding-opaal, Chrysoritis beulah) (Photo: Steve Woodhall) 
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Brian du Preez on Bottergat Mountain (Photo: Steve Woodhall) 
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than Ernest Pringle's place. 

This was a bit of a sad story; Aberdeen as a town is dying, 

since the province built a by-pass which has reduced 

through traffic to zero. Plus everyone is dead worried about 

fracking – we learned a lot that evening about the dangers 

this poses to the Karoo. All these small towns and the farms 

around them, rely on ground water in this arid area. There 

are instances where exploratory gas wells have dumped 

drilling mud into the water table only for it to turn up 40km 

away in someone's borehole, two weeks later.  

  

The next day, Wednesday the 12th the weather was good, 

and we set off for Camdeboo Conservancy and the road up 

the mountain. The road was steep but we made it; the scen-

ery was awesome, but the butterfly we were looking for, 

Camdeboo Skolly (Thestor camdeboo), was missing. We 

checked the GPS and we had exactly the right place; the 

Skollies should have been flying in the road, but they were-

n't. It just looks like we were too late. 

On the way down, we found lots of Brown-veined Whites 

(Belenois aurota), so we took some shots for the Virtual Mu-

seum. There were other Pierids on the wing, such as Zebra 

White (Pinacopteryx eriphia) and the occasional Banded 

Gold Tip (Teracolus eris), and Smoky Orange Tip (Colotis 

euippe omphale). There were also a few Lycaenidae about, 

but they were high up in the trees and could not be identi-

fied.  

The next day saw us setting off for Ernest and Anne Pringle's 

farm, Huntly Glen – way up in the Baviaans River conservan-

cy.  

Brian and I were up early the next morning, climbing the 

valley opposite the farmhouse in the hope of getting Foxtrot 

Arrowhead (Phasis braueri). They were scarce, but we did 

find some... and as we were trying to get back by 8am for 

breakfast that was not bad going. 

After filling up with one of Anne's famous farm breakfasts 

Geometrid moth (Dichroma equestralis) (Photo:Steve Woodhall) 

Pale Copper (Vaal kopervlerkie, Aloeides dicksoni) (Photo: Steve Woodhall) 
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we set off for the day's objective... a spot high in the Winter-

berg where Ernest had told us wondrous beasties flew. The 

spot was on a farm called Bottergat, and it was a long way 

up in the mountains!  And we soon found Pale Copper 

(Aloeides dicksoni) on the way up, but they were skittish and 

difficult to photograph, so we carried on. We also found  a 

single Orachrysops species, and. there were lots of Escarp-

ment Widows (Serradinga clarki clarki), and several Escarp-

ment Browns (Pseudonympha paludis), False Silver-bottom 

(P.magoides) and what I thought looked very like Marsh 

Browns (P.vàrii). On the top we found a few Oreas Coppers 

(Aloeides oreas). On the way down the Dickson's Coppers 

were more obliging and we photographed some females on 

a lovely blue Lotononis flower. And flying amongst them 

were Amatole Ridge Opals (Chrysoritis turneri amatola). A 

photo lifer for me – as was Aloeides dicksoni, so this was all 

in all, a good day. There was a bonus with a beautiful Geom-

etrid moth, the Horse's Head Dichroma equestralis.  

The next day was cloudy and rainy, so I took photos of some 

set specimens, and Brian learnt how to set specimens and 

look at male genitalia under the microscope. After a lazy 

lunch we set off for Somerset East and Bill and Alison 

Brown's farm, Glen Avon, which Chris Fey had advised us to 

visit. This is a truly beautiful place and is even older than 

Huntly Glen.  

Looking on Google Earth had shown it was close to Cameron 

Left: Orachrysops sp. From Waainek (Photo: Steve Woodhall) 

Below: Rocky ridge near Grahamstown where the rocksitters (Durbania 

amakosa penningtoni) were flying 
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McMaster's mystery Orachrysops, posted way back in 2005 

from Waainek on the Bosberg behind the farm. I gave him a 

call and he told us where to look. We were excited at the 

possibility of finding something significant, but the morrow, 

as is so often the case in the Eastern Cape, brought more 

cloud. Bill showed us that on yr.no there was a chance of it 

clearing by lunchtime, so we decided to head up the moun-

tain.  

And all we could do, was wait, and watch the clouds slowly 

break up. We went off to explore an interesting rocky 

hillside that got sun early on but all we found were more of 

the ubiquitous Ketsi Nimble Blues (Lepidochrysops ketsi 

ketsi).  

Eventually the sun broke through fitfully and we went off 

towards the area Cameron had pointed us to. The slope with 

the cycads remained stubbornly socked in, so we walked 

along a broad ridge heading south. Occasional butterflies 

popped up – such as Water Geranium Bronze (Cacyreus frac-

ta), a lifer for Brian, and the odd Ketsi Blue. Caleb and Brian 

both had my Kite Nets going, and eventually Caleb walked 

up to me and said 'what's this'? I almost fell over – a beauti-

ful fresh female Orachrysops!  Soon another turned up, and 

then males. We were able to get a few specimens for DNA 

and genitalia. Even now the sun was only shining fitfully in 

this glorious spot. 

We had to dodge clouds, and look wistfully at the forests on 

the far hillside that were in full sun. But we got some great 

shots of both sexes: 

Funny how Orachrysops always seem to like sitting on dead, 

dried flower heads or leaves, as this female did. I was a bit 

disappointed that none of them had the degree of elonga-

tion in the underside forewing submarginal series shown by 

Cameron's photograph on the Virtual Museum. Perhaps 

they will turn out to be O.nasutus or O.subravus after all – 

we will just have to see what the genitalia and DNA say. 

After a filling supper of hot tongue (but no cold shoulder!) 

we hit the sack, planning to pack early for Grahamstown and 

possible Border Copper (Aloeides caffrariae) on the morrow. 

We had to get Brian back to his East London office by mid-

afternoon as he needed to start driving home to George that 

day. As it was, we spent a long time at breakfast (Bill and 

Alison do the most divine farm breakfasts) and only got on 

the road at about 8:30am. So it was 10:30 when we got to 

Ernest's spot opposite the Settler's Monument at Graham-

stown. This is an interesting hilltop with thick forest on one 

side, but unlike the other places we'd been to, it was quite 

dry with, at first, little on the wing. 

Amakosa Rocksitter (Amakosa klipsitter, Durbania amakosa penningtoni) (Photo: Steve Woodhall) 
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Not a sign of any Border Coppers. There were only a few 

butterflies on the wing, such as Gaudy Commodores (Precis 

octavia). Then Brian saw what he thought was a Yellow Pan-

sy and caught it. Turned out to be the biggest Amakosa 

Rocksitter female I had ever seen. Durbania amakosa pen-

ningtoni. A subspecies I had only ever caught once, years ago 

near Cookhouse, at a locality we hadn't had time to visit on 

the way down.  

We spent a bit too long exploring the ridge, so we were late 

getting Brian back to base and he had to arrange to stay 

over in Baviaanskloof. He wasn't too worried as it sounded 

like a party of note was being planned by his fellow students 

there. And so we bade farewell to our young companion... 

we hope to see him again soon, and not a year hence like 

last time. He has lots of standing invites to go back to the 

places we stayed in, and we have almost succeeded in 

Lepsoccing him. 

With that, we found our way to Cove Rock where we were 

due to stay a couple of nights at Cowrie Lodge.  

The next day was bright and gorgeously sunny, and I had 

arranged a key to get through the gate onto the track to 

Cove Rock dunes. I found some beautifully unspoilt coastal 

forest, but not that many butterflies. A couple of times a 

large black-and-white nymphalid flew past, which  looked 

very like a Deceptive Diadem (Hypolimnas deceptor), which 

is known to be in the area – but could not get a good view 

let alone a photograph. Graham Henning, who had found 

Short-barred Sapphire (Iolaus aemulus) there 40 years ago, 

told me to go to the tops of the dunes near the picnic site 

after 1pm, as described in Pennington's.  All the dunes' sum-

mits were totally overgrown with forest. I could not get a 

clear view of the canopy from close up – there were a few 

Charaxes flying up there, but any Lycaenidae were too far 

away to see very well. There was one hilltop near an old 

Nature Conservation camp that looked promising, but sadly 

no Iolaus aemulus.  

The 19th saw us leaving Cove Rock quite early, and we spent 

two nights with the Chris and Thebie Fey. On the 20th, I de-

cided to brave the steep drive up the Nolangeni mountain, 

once the clouds had cleared off. As I got higher, there was 

no sudden bump-bump-bump of a flat tyre, and the grass-

lands got greener; the number of flowers increased. My spir-

its lifted. I reached the point where Brian had seen the 

Lepidochrysops two weeks before. The hillside was covered 

with Cat's Whiskers Ocimum (was Becium) obovata.  

I got out and found the place to be humming with Nimble 

Blues, Lepidochrysops... most of them were worn, but they 

clearly weren't Orachrysops, as Ernest had thought on see-

ing our earlier photos. They did NOT look like King Blue 

(L.tantalus) though... I got a perfect female and she totally 

lacked the black spots on the underside.  

There were lots of females around and sex was rampant. 

But most of the males were very worn.  And turbocharged. I 

managed to get one shot of an upper side... 

But eventually I put the 70D down and picked up the net. 

After quite a bit of walking up and down and missing, I got in 

a perfect pull shot and netted a mint male. He was a classic 

L.tantalus. Hopes of species nova fell flat. And it was getting 

a bit late to set off down the mountain and go home. So I 

trudged down to my car and was about to get in, when a 

bright blue lycaenid caught my eye. Net still in hand I zapped 

it... Grassveld Nimble Blue, (Lepidochrysops procera)! Some-

thing I needed to get a digital photograph of. I swapped net 

for Canon and started looking around for more. Which took 

some time, as these butterflies were jet propelled and 

would NOT sit still, despite me shouting “SIT” for all I was 

worth. Additionally, I was distracted by Zulu Blue 

(Lepidochrysops ignota), and Dark Smoky Blue (Euchrysops 

dolorosa)... both of which I needed digital photographs of. 

Time ticked by... and I called Chris to organise that we stay 

an extra night before heading 

home. 

No sooner had I done this, than a 

female Potchefstroom Blue came 

and posed perfectly for me... 

I stuck around until the clouds had 

come right over, but a male would 

not oblige. But I was happy as I 

slowly drove back down the 

mountain, and had a celebratory 

drink or six with the Feys! 

Grassveld Nimble Blue (Grasveld-

ratsbloutjie, Lepidochrysops procera) 

(Photo:Steve Woodhall) 
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by Mark C. Williams 

Life history illustration by Van Son (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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The butterflies of South Africa have been collect-
ed, named and studied in detail for the last 250 
years. This is the first of a series of articles which 
will deal with the taxonomists who described and 
named them, the people who collected them, and 
the persons who have studied their life histories 
and behaviours, as well those who have contribut-
ed in other ways to our knowledge of this rich and 
diverse fauna at the southern tip of the African 
continent. 

THE TAXONOMISTS 

The approximately 800 butterfly taxa (species and 
subspecies) in South Africa received their names 
from 1758 to the present. For the purposes of this 
discussion the two-and-a-half century era of 
butterfly taxonomy can be divided into five half-
century periods, as follows: 

 

Period Timespan  No. of taxa  

     described   

Period 1: 1758-1808  67 

Period 2: 1809-1858  107 

Period 3: 1859-1908  246 

Period 4: 1909-1958  123 

Period 5: 1959-2008  257 

 

Period 1: Slow beginnings (1758-1808) 

The recorded study of South African butterflies 
was not initiated by the first indigenous people 
(Khoisan and Bantu), nor by the Dutch for more 
than a hundred years after they had occupied the 
south-western Cape (1652). In fact, the first five 
South African butterflies named by Carl Linnaeus 
in 1758 were caught elsewhere [Blue Pansy, Even-
ing Brown, Cabbage White, White-barred Acraea 
and Painted Lady]. The first butterfly described 
from South Africa (SA), with its type locality in SA 
(‘Cap. B. spei’) was the African Clouded Yellow, 
Colias electo (Linnaeus, 1763). I suspect that the 
collector was the Governor of the Cape, Ryk 
Tulbagh, because Linnaeus described 15 SA spe-
cies the following year (1764), all of which were 
sent to him by Tulbagh. These species were: the 
Table Mountain Beauty, Garden Acraea, Red Cop-
per, Common Opal, Jitterbug Opal, Cape Autumn 
Widow, Common Hottentot Skipper, Cape Black-

eye, Western Gold-spotted Sylph, Arrowhead, 
Common Meadow White, Mountain Sandman, 
Spring Widow, Vivid Dotted Blue and Boland Skol-
ly.  

 

Both Linnaeus and Tulbagh were actually bota-
nists and corresponded with each other, mainly 
regarding plants. Although the type localities of 
these fifteen species were given as either ‘Cap. b. 
Spei’, ‘Cap. b. Spei Tulbagh’ or ‘ Tulbagh’, all 15 
species are typical Cape Peninsula inhabitants and 
the town of Tulbagh was only established much 
later. ‘Tulbagh’ thus refers to the collector, not 
the locality. All the type specimens have been lost 
and in 2001 Honey & Scoble designated Lecto-
types (in other words, they selected new type 
specimens) for these species. 

Only seven taxonomists described SA butterflies in 
this first 50 year period. Of the 67 taxa described 
and named, 63 were done by four taxonomists – 
Carl Linnaeus (Sweden), Johan Fabricius 
(Denmark) and Pieter Cramer & Caspar Stoll 
(Holland). None of these taxonomists actually ever 
set foot in South Africa. 

 

 

Carl Linnaeus, painting by Alexander Roslin, 1775 
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Period 2: Little acceleration (1809-1858) 

The first half of the 19th century was a period of 
political turmoil in Europe, exemplified by the Na-
poleonic wars. Despite the constraints on studying 
butterflies, more taxa (107 species) were de-
scribed from SA than in the previous 50 years (67 
species). Of the eighteen taxonomists involved, 
the three foremost were the Swede Hans Wal-
lengren (31 species), the Frenchman Jean 
Boisduval (24 species), and the German Carl 
Hopffer (17 species). George Angas, an English 
(and later Australian) explorer and naturalist 
spent two years in Natal and the Cape and collect-
ed and described two SA species. He was thus the 
first to collect and describe (in the form of 
paintings) SA butterflies. 

Period 3: The productive Victorian Era (1859-
1908) 

The second half of the 19th century saw the rapid 
expansion of the British Empire, the European 
scramble for Africa and subsequent colonial sub-
division of the continent. It was also the era of the 
‘Aurelians’ – the fanatical Victorian butterfly col-
lectors. One Englishman, Roland Trimen, domi-
nates this period. He came out to SA from Eng-
land, and with the assistance of his many field 
workers and correspondents, described 139 of the 
246 SA species recognized during this period. In 
addition, he produced the first books on SA 
butterflies – Rhopalocera Africae Australis in 1862 
(Part 1) and 1866 (Part 2) and the three volume 

South-African butterflies: a monograph of the ex-
tra-tropical species (1887-1889). Trimen’s contri-
bution was so massive that he is deservedly 
known as the ‘father of South African lepidop-
terology’. Of the other 25 taxonomists who de-
scribed SA butterflies during this period only two 
others made significant contributions. Both were 
also Englishmen – Arthur Butler (28 species) and 
William Hewitson (22 species). Again, with the 
exception of Trimen, all of the taxonomists in-
volved were based in Europe. 

Period 4: The lean years (1909-1958) 

Exactly half (123) of the number of species de-
scribed in the second half of the 19th century 
(246) were named in the first half of the twenti-
eth. The major constraining political factors dur-
ing this time were World War I and II, with the 
Great Depression sandwiched between them. De-
spite this, 29 taxonomists were involved in de-
scribing these species, three of whom named 70 
of the taxa. The three most productive taxono-
mists were Georges Van Son (35 taxa), Norman 
Riley (23 taxa) and William Evans (12 taxa). Van 
Son was the curator of the then Transvaal Muse-
um in Pretoria and was the first taxonomist to al-
so collect butterflies extensively in South Africa 
(the first was Angas – see Period 2 above). Riley 
was an Englishman based in the Natural History 
Museum, London. Evans was at the time the 
world authority on the Skipper butterflies 
(Hesperiidae) and all 12 SA taxa that he described 
were Skippers. 

From left to right: Jean Boisduval, Roland Trimen and Georges Van Son 
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Period 5: The baby-boomers (1959-2008) 

The second half of the 20th century was a period 
of relative peace and prosperity. Rising living 
standards, the availability of motor cars, and baby
-boomer youngsters with more leisure time and 
money, resulted in an explosion of exploratory 
activity. Ken Pennington, a doyen of butterfly col-
lectors in southern Africa in the previous period, 
once said to some teenaged baby-boomers: ‘I feel 
so sorry for you young collectors – we have al-
ready discovered most of the South African 
butterflies and there’s nothing left for you to do’. 
How wrong he proved to be! The same number of 
taxonomists that worked in the first half of the 
20th century (29) described a staggering 257 taxa 
– more than in any of the previous four 50 year 
periods. The most productive of these taxono-
mists was Charles Dickson, who was involved in 
the description of 95 new taxa. Bill Henning and 
his sons Stephen and Graham described 51 new 
SA taxa, and Gerald Tite (of the British Museum) 
described 36. Other taxonomists who made sig-
nificant contributions were Lajos Vári (20), Ken 
Pennington (17), Ernest Pringle (17), David Swa-
nepoel (11), Clive Quickelberge (10), and Alan 
Heath (9). All of these taxonomists were also avid 
collectors of South African butterflies. 

 

New South African species are still being de-
scribed and, although I make this statement with 
some caution, there are probably not many more 
to be discovered. The future for butterfly taxono-
my in SA lies now in determining the relationships 
within and between higher taxonomic levels such 
as the genera, sub-genera and tribes and sub-
tribes. There is also much non-taxonomic work 
that needs to be done, such as life histories, ecol-
ogy and conservation of our diverse butterfly fau-
na. 

 

A collection of butterflies  from Roland Trimen’s book—the first book on South 

African butterflies 
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-  

by Graham Henning 

Waterberg Copper  / Waterberg-kopervlerkie (Erikssonia edgei) (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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This is the second in a series of articles about Lepidoptera 

conservation in South Africa, in which we investigate inter-

esting aspects of how, when and why some Lepidoptera 

become threatened and thereby require the intervention of 

conservationists to preserve them for future generations. 

The standard conservation organization for the protection of 
threatened species is the IUCN. The IUCN Red List Categories 
and Criteria are intended to be an easily and widely under-
stood system for classifying species at high risk of global 
extinction. The general aim of the system is to provide an 
explicit, objective framework for the classification of the 
broadest range of species according to their extinction risk.  
 
In Part 1 we discussed Extinct species of the world, as red 
listed by the IUCN, with the South African species strongly 
represented. To put our species into context with the rest of 
the Afrotropical fauna we will discuss those species that are 
possibly extinct in the Afrotropical Region, but have not 
been assessed or red listed by the IUCN as compared with 
those South African species that were listed as Critically En-
dangered – Possibly Extinct in the Red List and Atlas 
(Mecenero et al. 2013). 
 
IUCN CATEGORIES – RED LIST: 
EXTINCT (EX) 
A taxon is “Extinct” when there is no reasonable doubt that 
the last individual has died. A taxon is presumed “Extinct” 
when exhaustive surveys in known and/or expected habitat, 
completed at appropriate times (diurnal, seasonal, annual), 
throughout its historic range have failed to record an indi-
vidual. Surveys should be over a time frame appropriate to 
the taxon’s life cycle and life form. 
 
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED (CR)  
A taxon is “Critically Endangered” when the best available 
evidence indicates that it meets any of the criteria A to E for 
Critically Endangered, and it is therefore considered to be 
facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild.  
 
RED LIST AND ATLAS CATEGORIES: 
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED (CR) – POSSIBLY EXTINCT (PE) 
A taxon is “Possibly Extinct” when Critically Endangered as 
per IUCN above plus exhaustive surveys in known and/or 
expected habitat, at appropriate times (diurnal, seasonal, 
annual), throughout its historic range have failed to record 
an individual for a considerable time frame appropriate to 
the taxon’s life cycle and life form (i.e. 10 generations). 

 
DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLY EXTINCT SPECIES IN 
THE AFROTROPICAL REGION 
 
POSSIBLY EXTINCT SPECIES FROM THE INDIAN OCEAN IS-
LANDS 
The areas most affected by habitat modification and invasive 
species are the small Indian Ocean islands. Everybody knows 
of the plight of the Dodo, and so it is with some of the 
butterfly species.  
Island populations typically have reduced dispersal ability, 
low population sizes and low genetic diversity. These traits, 

combined with habitat modification and the effect of inva-
sive species such as ants and insectivorous mammals, has 
led to population reduction or extermination. 
 

Papilio (Princeps) phorbanta nana Oberthür, 

1879, Small Reunion Swallowtail 

The type locality is the Seychelles. The Seychelles is a 155-

island country, whose capital is Victoria, and it lies 1,500 

kilometres east of mainland South-east Africa.  

The Small Reunion Swallowtail from the Seychelles is only 

known from a pair of small specimens collected before 

1880. It has been recorded as probably extinct (Legrand, 

1965: 173) and Extinct (Lawrence, 2014). Generally consid-

ered to have been accidently introduced with citrus trees 

from Reunion (Legrand 1959) and was never endemic to the 

Seychelles. 

Euploea desjardinsii (Guérin-Méneville, 1844),  

Rodrigues Crow 

 

The Type Locality is the island of Rodrigues. It is an outer 
island of the Republic of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean, 
about 560 kilometres east of Mauritius.  It is part of the Mas-

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Island_country
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria,_Seychelles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outer_islands_of_Mauritius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outer_islands_of_Mauritius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Mauritius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mascarene_Islands
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carene Islands, which include Mauritius and Réunion. Ro-
drigues is a volcanic island rising from a ridge along the edge 
of the Mascarene Plateau. Rodrigues is only 1.5 million years 
old. Rodrigues has developed a unique environment, includ-
ing a number of endemic species. It is about 18 km long and 
6.5 km wide with an area of 110 km2. The island is hilly with 
a central spine culminating in the highest peak, Mountain 
Limon at 398 m.  
Rodrigues had many endemic plant and animal species, but 
since the seventeenth century much of its unique biodiversi-
ty has been eradicated. The island had a now extinct endem-
ic species of flightless bird, the Rodrigues Solitaire. 
To preserve some forested areas on Rodrigues, Grande 
Montagne, Anse Quitor and two islets, Ile aux Sables and Ile 
aux Cocos have been declared nature reserves to conserve 
some of the still extant species. 
The Rodrigues Crow has been recorded as Probably Extinct 

by Ackery et al., 1995: 278. 

Euploea rogeri (Geyer, 1837),  
Roger's Crow 
 

 
 
 
Roger’s Crow is allegedly from the Seychelles Islands, possi-
bly Mahe (Lawrence 2014). The type is lost and its taxonomy 
uncertain. It was recorded as Extinct by Lawrence, 2014.   
 
Roger’s Crow is not recorded in the Williams’s Afrotropical 
Encyclopaedia but is listed under Euploea in Wikipedia with a 
question mark. 
 
James Lawrence wrote an interesting article called Euploea 
rogeri a little known Seychelles butterfly (Lawrence 2009b), 
which is summarised in the following paragraph: 
 
The type specimen of this species has been lost, the exact 
origin of the type specimen is uncertain, and all that is left 
are two paintings to represent it. It has been proposed that 
this species is the same as, and therefore a synonym for 
another Euploea species; Euploea mitra. However, much 
confusion still remains. The morphologies of these butter-
flies, and other related specimens are currently being stud-
ied to provide clarification, however without the actual Eu-
ploea rogeri specimen, this may never be possible. 

 

Salamis augustina vinsoni Le Cerf, 1922,  

Mauritius Mother-of-Pearl 

 

The type locality of the Mauritius Mother-of-Pearl is “Moka, 

ile Maurice”. The archipelago comprises three large islands, 

Mauritius, Réunion, and Rodrigues, plus a number of volcan-

ic remnants in the tropics of the southwestern Indian Ocean, 

generally between 700 and 1500 kilometres east of Mada-

gascar. These islands are volcanic in origin. Mauritius was 

formed 7–10 million years ago, the oldest of the existing 

islands. The islands of Rodrigues and Réunion were created 

in the last two million years. Réunion is the largest of the 

islands (2,500 km²), followed by Mauritius (1,900 km²) and 

Rodrigues (110 km²). 

The Mauritius Mother-of Pearl is distinguished from the 

nominotypical subspecies which occurs on the neighbouring 

Island of Reunion by the greater amount of purplish colour-

ing on the upperside (Davis & Barnes, 1991). 

Williams 2014, by way of a note, states that this species is 

possibly extinct. It is considered by the Natural History Mu-

seum, London to be Extinct (website). Trimen (1866) knew 

of only two specimens.  Vinson (1938) captured specimens 

between 1920 and 1923.  The last recorded specimen from 

Mauritius was taken by Dr J. Bolton in August 1929 (Davis & 

Barnes, 1991). This endemic subspecies was last recorded in 

1957 and subsequently died out after the only larval host 

plant, the Wood Nettle (Obetia ficifolia), disappeared from 

the island. The nominate race of this species lives on the 

island of Réunion, where it is now also threatened with ex-

tinction. 

 

 

 

The last specimen of the Mauritian Mother-of-Pearl butterfly ever seen, 

collected in 1957. The Trustees of the Natural History Museum, London 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mascarene_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%A9union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanic_island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mascarene_Plateau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemic_(ecology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodrigues_Solitaire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archipelago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%A9union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodrigues
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanic
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Phalanta philiberti (de Joannis, 1893),  

Philibert's Leopard 

 

The type locality for Philibert’s Leopard is the Seychelles 

Islands recorded as “Mahé, Praslin”. It has been found on 

Mahe, Praslin and Silhouette islands.  It has not been collect-

ed since 1953 according to Ackery et al., 1995: 327, with 

some individuals being sighted between 1956 and 1960 

(Legrand 1965). 

It was recorded as Extinct in Insect Conservation and Islands, 
edited by T. R. New, J Insect Conserv. 2008,  and by Law-
rence, 2014. In 2000-2005 the Indian Ocean Biodiversity 
Assessment (IOBA) provided a comprehensive survey of the 
biodiversity of the Seychelles Islands. This is producing Red 
List assessments which provided a comprehensive review of 
the insect fauna. The IOBA collections were made in 135 
localities on 52 islands. No specimens of Philibert’s Leopard 
were found.  

 

Libythea cinyras Trimen, 1866,  

Mauritius Snout 

 

The type locality for the Mauritius Snout is “Moka district”, 

Mauritius.  It is known only from the type specimen, taken 

by Mr Colville Barclay in 1865.  The specimen is in the Natu-

ral History Museum, London and is in very poor condition 

(Davis & Barnes, 1991). 

It was recorded as probably extinct by Ackery et al., 1995: 

472. 

There is only one record which is from the Moka district on 
Mauritius. The only known specimen is the holotype collect-
ed by Colville Barclay and given to Roland Trimen in 1865. 
Barclay reported the species to be “very scarce in Mauri-
tius” (Trimen, 1866: 337). Based on Barclay’s observational 
notes, Manders (1907) believed that other specimens were 
present on the island when the holotype was collected. An 
assessment verifying it as Extinct needs to done as numer-
ous lepidopterists have collected Lepidoptera on Mauritius 
since 1865.  

Libythea ancoata Grose-Smith, 1891,  

Madagascar Coast Snout 

 

The type locality is Madagascar on the North-west coast. 

Williams 2014 notes that this species was apparently last 

captured in 1893 by J. T. Last who collected it from 

“Antanosy, S. Madagascar”.  According to  Lees et al. (2003) 

this locality is at the Onilahy River east of Tongobory, not 

the Tolagnaro region: see Last (1895). The species is possibly 

extinct, but an assessment still needs to be done. 

The Libythea are a relict genus of about a dozen species, 

four of which occur in the Afrotropical Region. On Madagas-

car two species are found Libythea ancoata and L. tsiandava. 

These both were formerly subspecies of the mainland L. 

labdaca until separated by Lees et al., 2003. This genus has 

been recorded migrating in large numbers on the mainland. 

Possibly the two Madagascan species migrated at separate 

times from the mainland long ago and only one is now left. 

Although Williams 2014 records that L. tsiandava most 

closely resembles L. lepita from India. 

 

javascript:popup_window();
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POSSIBLY EXTINCT SPECIES FROM MAINLAND AFRICA 

  

Telchinia (Auracraea) guichardi (Gabriel, 1949),  

Guichard’s Acraea 

The type locality of Guichard’s Acraea is in Ethiopia and rec-

orded as “W. Abyssinia, Lekempti”. 

Related to Telchinia rahira, it occurs in marshy habitats in 

Ethiopia and was only found in the Lepkempti Swamps. Ste-

ve Collins reports in D’Abrera, 1997, that due to human pop-

ulation pressures the swamps of Lepkempti and surrounding 

areas have been drained. The species has not been seen 

since. This was recently confirmed by Collins (pers com.). 

Trimenia malagrida malagrida (Wallengren, 

1857),  

Scarce Mountain Copper 

The type locality is in South Africa, and was recorded as 

“Caffraria” which is an incorrect locality. It was ascertained 

that the species occurred in restricted colonies above Llan-

dudno and on Lion’s Head on the Cape Peninsula along the 

western slopes of Table Mountain. The species is ant-

associated and restricted to very small localities. Repeated 

uncontrolled fires during the main part of the butterfly's late 

summer flight period during the mid-1990s, on the western 

side of the higher slopes of Lion's Head in Cape Town, de-

stroyed this population. A political decision was made to 

discontinue fire breaks and the controlled burning of fynbos 

on Table Mountain and elsewhere in the Cape Peninsula, as 

a result of the threat of legal claims from residents who ob-

jected to the smoke and ash which resulted from these 

burns. The second last known colony of this taxon, near the 

Apostle Batteries above Llandudno, was destroyed by inva-

sive alien vegetation – groves of trees of a Eucalyptus spe-

cies. These groves continue to expand, displacing indigenous 

vegetation and thus inhibiting invertebrate presence, and 

also pose a major fire hazard. This butterfly is specifically 

protected by legislation and the places where it flew are now 

within the Table Mountain National Park. This protection has 

not prevented the decline of its populations in the absence 

of adequate habitat management. Butterfly species such as 

T. malagrida will be safe in the long term only if manage-

ment plans are developed through scientific research and 

then applied diligently (My Bird Patch, 2014). 

The conservation status is classified in the Red List and Atlas, 
2013, as Critically Endangered (Possibly Extinct). 

 

Dingana fraterna Henning & Henning, 1996,  

Stoffberg Widow 

       Photo: Mark Williams            

The type locality is in South Africa and is recorded as 

Stoffberg in Mpumalanga.  The Stoffberg Widow was only 

known from the type locality and the species had not been 

seen since the late 1990’s. The locality had been accidently 

burned during the flight period and this may have caused the 

local extinction. Fortunately during the current 2014 flight 

period an expedition to search for the species in the moun-

tain range north of the type locality by James Lawrence and 

his brother, proved fruitful and a new locality for the species 

has been found. The factors making this species so local can 

now be investigated at the new locality and further research 

in the region may result in further localities being discov-

ered.   

 The conservation status is classified in the Red List and At-

las, 2013, as Critically Endangered (Possibly Extinct). 

 

    Photo: Steve Woodhall 

http://www.acraea.com/php/photomin.php?index=guichardi
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Stygionympha dicksoni (Riley, 1938),  

Tygerberg Hillside Brow    

The type locality is in South Africa and is the Tygerberg Hills, 

near Cape Town. It has been recorded in other localities in the 

Western Cape Province such as Malmesbury and Darling. It is 

confined to Rhenosterveld vegetation which has largely been 

destroyed in the region for agriculture, and what remains has 

been affected by alien invasive plants. The species has not 

been seen since 1985.  

The conservation status is classified in the Red List and Atlas, 
2013, as Critically Endangered (Possibly Extinct). 
 

SUMMARY OF POSSIBLY EXTINCT SPECIES 

These are species where no known locality exists, where re-

search could be undertaken to assist us in finding other locali-

ties and to ascertain the reasons why the species is, or was so 

restricted. 

The environments of South Africa and the Indian Ocean Is-

lands have been greatly modified, to the detriment of the en-

demic butterfly fauna. The Indian Ocean Island species have 

evolved to survive in isolation with low populations and lim-

ited genetic diversity and they, like the Dodo, were unable to 

adapt to threats from invasive animals and habitat modifica-

tion. The plight of Guichard’s Acraea is concerning as, like Col-

lins said in D’abrera 1997, this could be the “first man made 

extinction on the continent”. We would encourage research in 

the region in an endeavour to find another locality for this 

butterfly, as we in South Africa have found another locality for 

the Stoffberg Widow. 

 

 

References may be found in Williams, M.C. (2014) Afrotropical Butterflies and Skippers – A Digital 
Encyclopaedia. [WWW document]. URL http://atbutterflies.com, Wikipedia,  South African Red Data Book - Butterflies 
(Henning et al. 2009) and Red List & Atlas (Mecenero et al. 2013b).   
Photos without credit were taken from Google, Lawrence or D’Abrera 

Photo: Steve Woodhall 

http://atbutterflies.com
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Finding a needle in a haystack is hard enough, but achieving 

this task against time… well that sounds impossible! That is 

what looking for the critically endangered Wolkberg Zulu 

(Wolkbergzoeloe, Alaena margaritacea) is like. 

For nearly 50 years, Lepidopterists around South Africa 

knew of only one locality for this butterfly – a steep grassy 

hillside to the South of Haenertsburg in the Wolkberg, Lim-

popo Province, South Africa. 

This site, which is also the type locality (the locality where 

the species was first found and described from) is situated 

in the middle of a plantation, with bluegum, wattle and pine 

trees all around it.  The likelihood of any butterfly flying out 

to nearby rocky ridges is virtually non-existing, and this is 

especially true for a butterfly that rarely flies more than a 

few metres at a time.  Although the numbers in this popula-

tion seem to be stable, at least in the last few years, there is 

the ever present threat from the exotic trees and invasive 

shrubs from all around.   

Then, in early 2013, a very lucky botanist Sylvie Kremer-

Köhne discovered a new locality further to the South.  This 

locality is on a much larger natural ridge, and although the 

strength of the colony has not yet been determined, it looks 

very promising that the species may in fact be found in a 

much larger area than what was previously thought.   

Wolkberg Zulus lay their eggs on the large rocks in the habi-

tat where they fly.  Although not much is known about the 

 

 

A female Wolkberg Zulu (Wolkberg-Zoeloe, Alaena margaritacea) ovipositing on a rock (Photo: André Coetzer) 

By André Coetzer 



Page/Bladsy 25  

life history, we suspect that the larvae, like other Zulu species 

(Alaena spp.) breed on lichens on these rocks.  The larvae will 

probably take about ten to eleven months to mature, after which 

they will pupate and the next generation of adults will emerge in 

December the year after. 

But then what makes looking for this species different from 

searching for any other butterfly or moth species?  The problem 

is that from what we can tell, the adults only fly for about two to 

three weeks in the year.  They start emerging around mid-

December, peak around Christmas and then slowly disappear 

again.  Although no definitive study has been done on the flight 

period, it appears that the adults may have disappeared as early 

as the first week in January during some years.  This short flight 

period also coincides with the peak of the rainy season in one of 

South Africa’s wettest areas, and consequently, many surveys 

have terminated at the pancake restaurant while waiting for the 

rains to disappear.  On a few occasions the drive to Haenertsburg 

and back resulted in no time whatsoever spent looking for the 

butterflies in the field because of rain! 

To conserve a species like this, we will require a lot more infor-

mation.  We need to know what makes the two localities so spe-

cial, why are the butterflies not found in many of the other rocky 

grasslands in the area, how large are the colonies really, etc. Eve-

ry year we visit the sites to check up on them, but our goal is to 

find at least 5 different localities for this, and every other critical-

ly endangered species in the COREL program.  So with the help 

from the Friends of the Haenertsburg Grasslands (FroHG), we 

continue to look for more localities every year, and hopefully we 

can make everyone aware of the little butterfly that is found in 

that area. 

 

Just like the first discovered type locality, the newly discovered Boshoff locality is also threatened by nearby plantations (Photo: André Coetzer) 

A sign erected by the Friends of Haenertsburg Grasslands (FrOHG) to help make 

people aware of the rich biodiversity in the area 
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Vast, scorched plains, sparsely littered with rocky koppies. 

Dry riverbeds undulating between parched valleys with pre-

cious little plants, dominated by a few small, succulent 

shrubs and vygies (Mesembryanthemum spp.), giving solace 

to the creatures of this barren wilderness.  

Doesn’t sound like an area one would expect to find many 

butterflies in? Think again. Within the 162 500 hectares of 

the Richtersveld National Park in northern Namaqualand, 

there is a staggering diversity of both butterflies and moths, 

some found nowhere else, that will make even the most 

experienced lepidopterist stand in awe! 

Richtersveld National Park is situated about 200 kilometres 

north of Springbok, in the Northern Cape, and can be ac-

cessed via Port Nolloth and Alexander Bay (along the coast), 

or alternatively, through the Richtersveld World Heritage 

Site, via the town of Eksteenfontein. But beware! The roads 

inside the park can be treacherous to those without the 

right vehicles. Ridges of sharp rocks and deep corrugations 

run along/across the road, making a 4x4 vehicle and strong 

tyres an essential for anyone wanting to visit this park. 

Upon arrival at Sendelingsdrift (the park headquarters), 

there are several butterfly species one may encounter. 

Throughout the year, except in the cold winter months of 

June and July, there are several Blue species (Family: Lycae-

nidae) on the wing. The most common (and arguably, most 

striking) species is the Grass-Jewel Blue (Grasjuweeltjie, 

Chilades trochylus). This butterfly flies low to the ground, but 

can move considerably fast if disturbed.  

The most common family of butterflies one would take no-

tice of upon leaving Sendelingsdrift are the Whites (Family: 

Pieridae). The Brown-Veined White (Witgatwitjie, Belenois 

aurota aurota) and the fast-flying African Migrant 

(Afrikaanse swerwer, Catopsilia florella) (both migratory 

butterfly species passing through Richtersveld on their jour-

ney northwards) can be seen in great numbers, with the 

latter forming large ‘swarms’ around the crown of its larval 

foodplant, the Shepard’s Tree (Witgatboom, Boscia albitrun-

ca). These ‘swarms’ are actually large gatherings of mostly 

male butterflies, each trying to attract a mate. These butter-

flies can be found in abundance between midsummer and 

late autumn (migration time) between Halfmens-pas and 

Akkedis pas, a mere 13-20 kilometres from Sendelingsdrift. 

One of the other less common butterflies species passing 

through the Richtersveld is the Wandering Donkey Acreae 

(Dwaal-esel rooitjie, Acraea neobule neobule). 

Another common group of Whites, found mostly in dry riv-

erbeds, and in the oewerbos of the Orange River, are the 

Desert veined tip (Woestyn arabier, Colotis doubledayi) (Photo: Anthony 

Kokerboomkloof (Photo:Anthony Walton) 

By Anthony Walton 
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Orange Tips (Genus: Colotis). There are three prominent 

species of Orange Tips within the Park: the Speckled Sul-

phur Tip (Dwalende geelpuntjie, Teracolus agoye bowkeri), 

the Small Orange Tip (Klein oranjepuntjie, Colotis evagore 

antigone), and Desert veined Tip (Colotis doubledayi). The 

Desert veined Tip can be found in dry valleys near the con-

fluence of the Orange and Fish Rivers, mostly flying back 

and forth between nectar sources. This is the only area in 

South Africa it can be found in (Donkieswadrif). The area is 

accessible to tourists, and is situated approximately 12 km 

from the camping grounds of De Hoop. This beautiful 

butterfly seldom opens its wings, but when it does, be on 

the lookout! The base of its wings gives off a beautiful, me-

tallic-blue shine. 

 

On the far southern side of the park, lies the Venstervalle 

hiking trail, which winds for 40 km through the foothills of 

the Twaies and Vandersterberg mountain ranges. The shade 

created by these mountains, as well as the moisture accu-

mulated at both the peak and bases, gives rise to a number 

of diverse habitats. In the beginning of the trail, starting in a 

sandy, acacia dominated riverbed, keep your eyes peeled 

for the spectacular Mopani worm. Those wishing to hike the 

trail should bring their butterfly nets (and permits) with 

them, as the 8km stretch between the Hakkiesdoring base 

camp and Amfiteater (the first overnight camping point) is 

extremely rich in Lepidoptera, especially in the flowering 

season (Late July – early September). One may even come 

across Silver Coppers (Aloiedes barklyi), a Namaqualand 

endemic, with a wonderfully contrasting silver and orange 

upperside. The Damara Copper (Aloiedes damarensis) can 

also be seen flying briskly but purposefully along quarzitic 

ridges and pebble beds, keeping very still when it perches. 

The next day involves a series of steep climbs, but when 

stopping to rest, pay attention to your surroundings, for you 

may just spot the elusive Namaqua Bar (Cigaritis nama-

quus). This vividly coloured insect can be identified by its 

characteristic zebra patterned underside as well as its 4 tail-

like extensions on its hindwing (two long, two short). Other 

butterflies to be seen during the second day include the 

Cape Black-Eye (Leptomyrina lara) on the moist southern 

slopes. At the last overnight camping point (Zebravalle), one 

may spot a Bush Bronze (Cacyreus lingeus), a feisty butterfly 

commonly seen chasing away would-be intruders in its ter-

ritory, in the dense foliage underneath sandstone slabs. 

 

It is on the peak of Vandersterberg that an exciting re-

discovery was made. The Namaqua Widow (Tarsocera na-

maquensis) is currently known to be found from the tall 

shrubland on the mountain escarpment, in Nieuwoudtville, 

northwards to the granite strewn plateaus of Springbok and 

Steinkopf. Before the year 2000, there were a few photo 

records of individuals taken in the foothills of Vanderster-

berg, however, it has not been seen or recorded since, until 

the afternoon of the 23rd September 2014, when a massive 

colony was discovered on almost the entire West-facing, 

succulent mountain shrubland peaks of Vandersterberg 

(near Koeboes). It was also found further north a few days 

later in the valleys between Twaisberg and Oemsberg, prov-

ing that in the mineral rich mountains of the Richtersveld, 

there are still many gems to be discovered! 

 

Akkedispas (Photo: Anthony Walton) 
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A banana and paw-paw bait mixture (Photo: Villiers Steyn) 
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Not everyone will find a bag with old fruit hanging in their 

garden appealing, but for many of us the thought of 

attracting interesting butterflies and beetles will make it 

worthwhile! 

There are a number of ways in which we can attract butter-

flies and moths to our gardens.  Traditional ways include 

planting indigenous host plants such as wild peach 

(Wildeperske, Kiggelaria africana) or white ironwood 

(Witysterhout, Vepris lanceolata), as well as colourful flow-

ers that provide nectar for the adult butterflies.  While these 

methods certainly work, there are some stranger, yet very 

effective, ways of attracting butterflies to a garden.  One of 

these methods is to lure them in with bait: 

Although butterflies are attracted to a variety of substances, 

a fermenting fruit bait is always a winner when it comes to 

luring in the bigger butterflies.  Unfortunately, it only works 

for some species, notably the Charaxes or emperors (Afr: 

dubbelsterte) and some other large brush-footed butterflies 

of the family Nymphalidae.   

 

The main ingredients 

 Fruit (about half a bucket) 

 Brown sugar (about 200g) 

Optional: 

 Yeast (packet of dried Anchor yeast) 

 Beer (Windhoek… because real butterflies don’t drink 

anything else) 

 Rum / Brandy 

 Raisins 

A traditional butterfly bait is usually made from rotten bana-

nas, paw-paws or other soft fruit.  I personally prefer using 

marulas (Sclerocarya birrea) as they are easier to handle and 

look more natural when photographing butterflies that sit 

on them, but they are only available in certain areas and at a 

certain time of the year, so most of the time one has to re-

sort to using banana bait.   

Mash the fruit up in a bucket, and add the sugar, yeast and 

some fluid.  Beer normally works well, but water and even 

Coke will do the trick too.  Some people also add brandy or 

rum for the alcohol in it, but I found that if the fruit fer-

ments well, then it creates its own alcohol (for further read-

ing, Google the anaerobic respiration of plants).  Some peo-

ple add raisins, or other fruit, but whether or not this works 

better than just the plain banana bait is still a matter of 

opinion. 

Make sure all the ingredients are mixed well and leave it in a 

dark, warm area for a week or two, and at the end of this it 

should be ready for use.  Keep in mind that the mixture will 

start brewing quite quickly and will start expanding, so make 

sure the container is not filled to the rim because it may 

very well climb out of the container if it is too full.   

To use it, simply place it in a bowl or on a more natural sub-

strate such as a log outside, and keep a watch over it.  If the 

fruit fermented well, it should have produced some ethanol 

which may make the butterflies that hang around a little bit 

drunk, and often easier to photograph or have a closer look 

at.  Beetles, flies, bees, wasps and an array of other inter-

esting insects are also attracted to a bait like this! 

Lepidopterists often place the bait in the bottom of a 

Charaxes trap.  This trap works by luring them in, and alt-

hough there is only a small gap to enter the trap, many of 

them find their way in.  When they are disturbed, or when 

they have had enough (or when they are drunk), they fly up  

into the net area and settle down quickly.  From here you 

A typical butterfly trap, with the bait at the bottom and a female Charaxes 

sitting at the top (Photo: André Coetzer) 

By André Coetzer 
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can take them out and have a closer look at them. 

Some people around Durban have been using a slightly 

different trick:  they simply take fruit and hang them out in 

the garden in a bag that allows the butterflies to get to the 

fruit.  The gauze bags that hold oranges work well.  The fruit 

then naturally ferments, and can attract lots of butterflies, 

including some smaller ones such as sapphires (Iolaus spp.). 

 

 

Some tips for fruit bait: 

 Citrus fruit do not work as well as some other fruit.  

The preferred fruits are banana, paw-paws, guavas 

and marulas. 

 It needs to be kept moist.  Dried bait does not work 

well.  If it dries out during the day, place it back in the 

container and add some more fluids, stir it well and 

leave it to soak up the added moisture overnight be-

fore  placing it outside again. 

 Some areas do not have species that will feed on bait.  

In Gauteng and in the Cape there are only a few spe-

cies that may be attracted to bait, such as white-

barred Charaxes, but in KwaZulu-Natal there are 

many different ones. 

 Very fresh banana bait works well for attracting 

browns (Satyrinae), but slightly older bait works 

better for Charaxes. 

 Most South African species that are attracted to fruit 

bait will go to bait that is placed low down (0.5—

1.5m above the ground), but many of the browns 

(Satyrinae) will not go to bait that is hung high up.  

 

A small container with banana bait placed on the roof of a car may not look 

natural, but it does the trick. (Photo: André Coetzer) 

Green-veined Charaxes (Skelmdubbelsterte, Charaxes candiope) 

drinking at a Marula bait mixture (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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This is the first article in a series of articles that will look at the identification of butterflies.  The aim of this series is to help 

people separate different species and groups of butterflies.   Initially we will be discussing the common garden butterflies, 

especially those found in gardens across South Africa, but future editions will  cover some of the more challenging groups. 

 

For this first edition, the differences between the dotted borders (Voëlentwitjies, Mylothris spp.) found in South Africa are 

discussed.  There are two common garden species, and a third one which is only found in the eastern forests of the country.  

The two common garden species are the common dotted border (Gewone voëlentwitjie, Mylothris agathina) and the twin-

dotted border (Oranjevlerk-voëlentwitjie, Mylothris rueppellii). 

 

 

The characteristics to look out for: 

 If it has a completely yellow underside (both forewings and hindwings), it is a female common dotted border. 

 If the base colour of the underside of the forewing is white, and the underside of the hindwing is yellow, it is a male 

common dotted border. 

 If the underside of the hindwing is white, it is a twin-dotted border. 

 If the underside of the hindwing is white, and if the orange around the body extends more than half way into the up-

perside of the forewing it is a female twin-dotted border. The female twin-dotted borders can at times be challenging 

to identify, as the amount of orange present on the upperside of the wings can vary greatly. 

 In KwaZulu-Natal and in the Eastern Cape (and at Mariepskop in Mpumalanga), near forests, the yellow-winged dotted 

border (alt. Eng: Trimen’s Dotted Border, Geelvlerk voëlentwitjie, Mylothris trimenia) also occurs, but they do not have 

any orange marking around the body on either the forewing or the hindwing upper or undersides. 

 
 

By André Coetzer 

Male upperside Female underside Male underside Female upperside 
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Uiterste temperature  . . . wat beteken snerpende, ysige 

koue winternagte van tot -10 °C  en snikhete warm 

somerdae waar die kwik tot 40 °C styg  . . .  

Dis nie al wat die tuinier hier in die suidelike deel van die 

Vrystaat in gedagte moet hou nie. Daar is die lae reënval en 

soms knellende droogte-seisoene en dit veroorsaak dat ‘n 

mens maar goed moet rondsoek na iets wat skoenlappers 

na jou tuin kan bring. Die ongelooflike plesier wat ‘n laning 

Franse Laventelbosse (Lavenders), ‘n bedding vol geel en 

oranje Afrikanertjies, twee of drie groot bosse pienk Salies, 

Wilde Dagga-bosse en ‘n paar Konfettibosse vir sowel jou as 

die skoenlappers kan verskaf, is net te wonderlik!   

Die pragtige Traveller’s Joy  (Clematis brachiate) en Bloureën 

(Wistaria sinensis) en die uiters geharde en pragtige Kanfer-

foelie (Lonicerakan japonica) kan as rankplante geplant 

word en lok veral die dwaal-esel Rooitjie (Wandering Don-

key Acraea, Acraea neobule) en witbroek-konstabel (Striped 

Policeman, Coeliades forestan). 

Afrikanertjies (Tagetes erecta) verskaf maandelange plesier 

as die dooie knoppe gereeld uitgeknip word. Hulle saai 

hulleself en kan in die volle son geplant word.  Nie minder 

nie as 8 verskillende soorte skoenlappers voed graag op 

hierdie sonnige kol in jou tuin! 

Die laning Franse Laventelbosse (Lavender, Lavandula den-

tata) is ‘n skoenlapperparadys wat teen ‘n beskutte muur 

meer as een seisoen se vreugde kan bring. Snoei dit goed 

terug na die winter en die plante loop weer mooi uit om die 

hele somer lank te blom . . . en kyk mooi, tussen al die ander 

menigte soorte skoenlappers gaan jy ook die oulike klein 

Sandmannetjies (Spialia spp.) skoenlappertjies op hulle 

gewaar. 

Wilde Dagga (Leonotis ocymifolia) groei baie maklik, is baie 

gehard en moet net gereeld goed terug gesnoei word. Die 

Afrikaanse Swerwers (Catopsillia florella) is baie lief vir 

hierdie mooi struik. 

Die pragtige meerjarige Pienk Salie bos (Salvia greggii) groei 

baie maklik met min water en blom die hele somer deur tot 

groot plesier van talle soorte skoenlappers, onder andere al 

die verskillende witjies en puntjies. 

 

Die Blou Salie variëteite is ook baie gewild. Hulle is meer-

jarig, en dus moet hulle ook goed teruggesnoei word sodat 

hulle na die winter weer mens en skoenlapper kan bekoor 

met hulle ritse blou blomme. Jy sal die Sondagrokkies 

(Vanessa cardui) en ook die skaarser Patricia –bloutjie 

(Lepidochrysops patricia) skoenlappers in hierdie omgewing 

vind. 

Die pragtige  inheemse immergroen Konfettibos (Coleonema 

pulchrum) is ‘n moet vir elke Suid-Vrystaatse tuin. 

Oorvloedig vol van pragtige pienk blommetjies, is dit die 

eerste struike  om te blom na die ysige winter en die baie 

spesiale Koning Kopertjie (Tylopaedia sardonyx) en  Afri-

kaanse Ringetjies (Ypthima asterope heroica) kom sommer 

daagliks hier besoek aflê. Plant sommer ‘n hele paar van 

hierdie pragtige bosse in jou tuin. 

Oostelike kleinkopervlerkie / Eastern Sorrel Copper (Lycaena clarki) (Foto: 

Riëtte Griesel) 

Deur Riëtte Griesel 
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Die pragtige ou Soetdoring (Acacia karroo), die  Witstinkhout 

(Celtis africana) en die vinnig groeiende en baie geharde Wit 

Olien (Buddleja saligna) is ‘n moet vir die rand van jou tuin. 

Swerms ertjiebloutjies (Lampides boeticus) en Hemels-

bloutjies (Azanus jesous) kan baie ure se vreugde onder 

hierdie bome bring! Probeer ook om die Blinkblaar-wag-‘n-

bietjie (Ziziphus mucronata) op ‘n beskutte plek te plant en 

selfs die pragtige kleiner Kruisbessie (Grewia occidentalis) 

met sy uitsonderlike mooi blommetjies, is die moeite werd.  

Saliehout (Buddleja salviifolia) is ‘n pragtige groot struik, 

bestand teen droogte, en ook vinnig-groeiend. Die larwes 

van die Populier luiperd-skoenlapper (Phalanta phalantha) 

voed op hierdie aantreklike silwergrys struik . 

Dan is daar die baie geharde Deurmekaarbos (Ehretia rigida) 

wat wild in die Suid-Vrystaatse rante groei en gerus ook in 

jou tuin se hoek geplant kan word.  Dalk is jy gelukkig om 

hiermee die pragtige Silwerstreepvlerkie (Cigaritis phanes) 

na jou tuin te lok! 

Verskeie soorte Pelargonium (Malva) groei baie goed en vin-

nig, maar ryp ongelukkig heeltemal dood gedurende die ysi-

ge koue winters. Tog is dit die moeite werd om betyds steg-

gies van hierdie pragtige plante te maak en jou tuin aan die 

begin van die lente vol te plant en dan te sien hoe die 

skoenlappers en veral die uitsonderlike mooi klein Malva-

bloutjie (Cacyreus marshalli) hierdie gewillige groeier geniet.  

Die Blousyselbos (Plumbago auriculata) moet nou wel heel-

temal teruggesnoei word in die winter, maar die plant is baie 

droogtebestand, groei vinnig en die massas poeierblou 

blomme reg deur die somer is ongelooflik mooi en lok nie 

net talle soorte skoenlappers  nie, maar die larwes van Ertjie-

bloutjie /Zebra Blue voed ook op sy blare.  

Plant gerus ook maar ‘n gewone Bloubos (Diospyros lyci-

oides), snoei dit gereeld en geniet die pragtige Besembos 

Opale (Chrysoritis chrysaor) wat soos oranje liggies op sy 

donkergroen blare kom sit. Die mooi  Gladdetongblaar/

Smooth Dock (Rumex lanceolatus) sal sommer self in jou tuin 

opkom en alhoewel baie mense dit beskou as ‘n onkruid, 

weet hulle nie dat die Oostelike klein Kopertjie (Lycaena 

clarki) se larwes daarop voed nie en so lok jy dan ook hierdie 

pragtige oranje juweeltjies  na jou tuin. 

Dan laastens, ‘n suurlemoenboompie in ‘n pot op jou 

beskutte stoep is net die ding vir die pragtige groot 

Lemoenskoenlapper (Papilio demodocus) wat heeldag lank 

vrolik in jou tuin sal ronddartel.  

‘n Skoenlapper-vriendelike tuin in die  Suid-Vrystaat is defini-

tief moontlik en ek het al meer as 25 verskillende spesies net 

in my tuin aangeteken!    

. . . skoenlappergroete,  
 
Riëtte Griesel (Springfontein)  

Afrikaans ringetjie (African ringlet, Ypthima asterope)   

(Foto: Riëtte Griesel) 

Lemoenskoenlapper (Citrus Swallowtail, Papilio demodocus)   

(Foto: Riëtte Griesel) 

Witgatwitjie (Brown-veined white, Belenois aurota)   

(Foto: Riëtte Griesel) 
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The Lepidopterists society is in the process of  re-

writing and updating a book called the Practical 

Guide to Butterflies.  This book will describe vari-

ous techniques regarding butterfly photography, 

collecting and much more.   Amongst others, we 

discuss a few special case studies such as the fol-

lowing: 

 

Images with black backgrounds 

The default settings mentioned earlier (Manual 

mode, shutter speed 1/250 and F16) work well for 

the majority of photographic scenarios, but in deep 

forests or on overcast days they often result in 

black or very dark backgrounds, as the flash cannot 

illuminate the background without over-exposing 

the foreground.  In these cases it helps to reduce 

the shutter speed while keeping the rest the same.  

By dropping the shutter speed to 1/100s instead of 

1/200s, you allow twice the amount of ambient 

light to fall on the sensor, while the flash will pick 

up the additional light and correctly expose the 

foreground.  The downside to this is that a slower 

shutter speed has a greater chance of producing a 

slightly unsharp (or soft) image, but a stable hand 

or stabilised lens can help minimise the risks. 

 

- Extract from the Practical Guide to butterflies 

Avoiding a pitch black background in forests can be tricky, but in many cases it can be 

brightened up a bit (Photo: André Coetzer) 

  

Why don’t I see all the caterpillars and pupae? 

Caterpillars often feed at night and find shelter during the day.  But even so they have unbelievable camouflage and are really 

hard to detect.  It takes a well-trained eye to spot caterpillars in the field!  The best way to start off is to plant some trees 

which are known to attract butterflies, such as citrus trees, white ironwood and wild peaches.  Once you’ve mastered the art of 

finding the larvae in your garden, you can start looking for larvae in the field. 

 

Are any of our butterfly species endemic to South Africa? 

A great number (mostly from the Western and Eastern Cape regions) are only found there and nowhere else in the world.  

These are also typically the species that are under severe pressure requiring special protection. 

 

Should you have any questions, please contact us and we will try and answer them in future issues. 
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Spice Cookies 

This is a lovely, simple recipe for a big batch of heavenly spicy and aromatic 

cookies. They are great for sharing with friends and family, and are deli-

cious when dunked in morning coffee (or morning tea).  Give this recipe a 

try and share with your friends and family!  

 

Ingredients: 

 6 cups of flour 

 3 cups of castor sugar 

 4 tsp baking powder 

 ½ tsp salt 

 2 tsp cinnamon 

 2 tsp nutmeg 

 1 tsp ginger 

 1 tsp ground cloves 

 340 g butter 

 3 eggs 

 4 tsp vanilla essence 

Method: 

Cream butter and sugar 

Add vanilla and eggs to creamed mix and beat 

Sift dry ingredients together in a separate bowl 

Add dry ingredients and mix 

Make rolls of dough and cover with wax paper, place in freezer for ± 1 hour 

After an hour slice the rolls into about 1 cm thick slices  

Bake at 180°C for 10-12 minutes, or until golden brown 

Allow to cool, share with everyone and enjoy! 

Merry Christmas! 

This recipe makes approximately 120 cookies  

 

 

 
By Nina Parry 
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By Ashley Kemp 

I was not quite sure what I was in for when I agreed to attend 

the 2014 Lepsoc AGM / Conference.  Being a newbie to the 

official butterfly (LepSoc) world, and not having met any of the 

members, I was slightly apprehensive. A whole weekend spent 

far from home with a bunch of unknown Lepidopterist society 

members…hmm, sounds a bit intimidating.  

Luckily for me, and in fact for all the attendees involved, the 

conference was definitely a fun weekend to remember. Judg-

ing by the many tales of previous conferences, it is the social 

highlight of the LepSoc year. It is a place where new friend-

ships are formed, information is dispensed by the bucket load, 

and old friends talk of days past and new trips to come. And 

most of this is interspersed with a lot of good natured teasing.  

Sipping welcomingly cool drinks around the bar at the lovely 

Blue Moonlight Lodge, just outside of Cullinan, and meeting 

and greeting the arriving attendees was definitely a good way 

to kick off the weekend. The conference attendees are a di-

verse group of people from all walks of life and from all parts 

of the country, drawn together by one fascinating insect group 

and their unusual life cycle. 

Friday night’s dinner kicked off richly permeated with stories 

and more stories, of people, places, butterflies and all the she-

nanigans that happen behind the scenes.  It had a sort of ‘Alice 

in Wonderland - Mad Hatters tea party’ feel to it. With so 

many interesting cross conversations, it was difficult to choose 

which one to follow. 

 

Waking on Saturday morning to the magical yet eerie sounds 

of lions roaring was a pretty awesome way to kick start the 

day. Breakfast was then followed by a day of illuminating 

presentations. Some of the topics include: “Life histories of 

Afrotropical butterflies”, “Butterfly diversity hotspots”, 

“Butterfly conservation”, “Project LepiMAP”, “Recent develop-

ments in Phylogenetics”, “The Caterpillar Rearing Group” and 

“Gardening for Butterflies”. It was a day full of fascinating in-

formation! But all packaged and dispensed neatly in bite size 

pieces that you did not feel like you were being overwhelmed. 

Questions were welcomed, no matter how simple. 

And I learnt a new, and very important, word….”Lepsoc’ed”. 

One can be “Lepsoc’ed” (a regular occurrence) into perform-

ing a duty for the society, or one can even Lepsoc oneself (a 

less regular occurrence). 

Sunday morning was the final part of the AGM, where all the 

general “behind the scenes” issues of LepSoc were discussed, 

agreed upon, seconded etc. Finances disclosed, fundraising 

and events for the new year planned, and so on. 

Please visit our new website at www.lepsoc.org.za for all the 

details... 
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Following this more formal part of the AGM were the last few 

presentations of the weekend: “Knysna Sand Fynbos”, 

“Anatomy of a butterfly hotspot”, “The Gauteng SABCA Sur-

vey”, “Butterfly identification workshop”.  

So, what does one take away from the conference? A loaded 

question no doubt. But really, you learn so much from a week-

end like this, you get to meet a great group of likeminded peo-

ple. You laugh (a lot). You get teased (also a lot). And probably, 

most importantly, you come away with a new sense of under-

standing, interest and awe for the magic of this group of in-

sects that capture the hearts of so many. 

As one of the other first time attendees put it: “After spending 

my entire life being the black sheep I now feel like I have final-

ly found my flock! Thanks to all the Lepsoc guys for welcoming 

me with open arms to the Lepsoc family. This really was the 

best weekend ever!!!” – I believe this was a sentiment shared 

by a lot of people. 

Yes, they are an odd group of people. They shake tress, they 

leopard crawl unexpectedly, they walk around with camera 

‘necklaces’, they disappear in the middle of conversation be-

cause a butterfly chanced to flutter past. But, and I say this 

without bias or agenda, the LepSocers are some of the nicest 

people I have had the good fortune to meet.  

Bring on next year’s AGM! 

 

 

 

Join our Facebook community at: 

Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa (page) 

African Butterflies and Moths — LepSoc (group) 
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Deur Connie de Jager 

  
Op die pragtige lente-oggend van 27 September het die 
Vlinder -span van die Kruithoring Voortrekker Kommando in 
Pretoria aangetree by die Pretoria se Botaniese Tuine om 
meer te leer oor ons geliefde gediertetjies, naamlik vlinders. 
  
Ek is die offisier van die Vlinder-span wat bestaan uit elf en-
toesiastiese 9-jarige dogters van die  Laerskool Menlopark.  
Die spanlede se name is Annecke Gous, Clara Hyman, Nicola-
An Erasmus, Kristine Greyling, Christelle Schwardtz, Zoe Swa-
nepoel, Rozanne van der Schyff, Kelly Clarke, Kara Barnard, 
Denieke Ehlers en Benadea Lubbe. Ek het dit goed gedink 
om kontak te maak met Yolande Bode van die Vlinder 
Vereniging van Afrika en het haar gevra om ons meer te kom 
vertel van vlinders en om ons te help om vlinders in die 
natuur te identifiseer.  Die gevolg was ‘n leersame praatjie, 
opwindende soektog en heerlike piekniek na afloop van die 
wandeling deur die tuin. 
  
Yolande en André Coetzer het ons geleer van die basiese 
verskille en ooreenkomste tussen vlinders en motte, die le-
wensiklus van ‘n vlinder, waar hulle voorkom, wat hulle 
voedsel is en natuurlik hul habitat en waar die spanlede 
se  wakker ogies hulle kan raaksien. Hy het ons heel aan die 
begin van die praatjie verras deur sommer ‘n piep klein duw-
weltjiebloutjie so tussen ons op die gras te vang sonder dat 
ons dit opgemerk het. Ons was so beïndruk deur die mooi en 
versigtige manier waarop André al die vlinders hanteer het 
wat hy gevang het. Nadat hy hulle met ‘n ghroot net gevang 
het, het hy het party in ‘n botteltjie gesit en ander op ‘n spe-
sifieke manier vasgehou sodat ons hulle van alle kante kon 
aanskou.  Almal is weer lewend vrygelaat nadat ons hulle 
van nader besigtig het. ‘n Paar van die vlinders wat ons op 
die oggend daar gesien het was die Tuinrooitjie, 

Lemoenskoenlapper en Geelgesiggie. 
  
Yolande se man, Justin, het ons ook vergesel en het ons 
sommer van voëls en bome ook geleer terwyl hy pragtige 
foto’s met sy lang lens geneem het. Nodeloos om te sê dat 
toe die Vlinderspan eers vlam gevat het om skoenlappers op 
te spoor, het hulle André nogal laat rond hardloop met 
uitroepe van: “Oom André, oom André! Hier’s nog ene! Wat 
is sy naam?” 
  
Dit was ‘n wonderlike uitstappie en ons as Vlinder-span sien 
baie uit na ‘n lang verhouding tussen ons en die gawe mense 
van die Vlinder-vereniging . 
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Dave Edge Editor Metamorphosis 

Dr Dave Alan Edge was born on the 22nd of August, 1943 in Ormskrik, Lancs, UK and currently 

lives in Brenton-on-Sea.  He studied and qualified as a Mechanical Engineer in 1965. In 2001 he 

received is BSc (cum laude) in Zoology and Botany through Unisa, and in 2002 received his BSc 

(Hon) in Environmental Science through the University of Potchefstroom.  In 2006, Dave Edge 

received his PhD in Environmental Science with a thesis titled: “The ecology and conservation of 

Brenton Blue”. 

In 1983, Dave was one of the co-founders of the Society and served on the Council from 1984 

till present. Dave’s role in the Council is the Editor of Metamorphosis, the society’s scientific 

journal. He is also the team leader of the COREL project, and manages all the custodians. 

When did you begin collecting lepidoptera? Around 1950 

Why did you start collecting lepidoptera? A fascination with nature 

What is your favourite butterfly or moth species, and why? Brenton Blue, the conservation icon of South African Ledpidop-

tera 

What aspect appeals to you most about lepidoptera? There are so many research possibilities  

If you were given the opportunity to go to anywhere in Africa to study the local lepidoptera, where would you go? Came-

roon 

How did you become involved with the society? I was one of the Founding members 

What would you say has been a highlight for you since you started with the society?  Being involved in and watching the 

growing support for conservation issues of lepidoptera in South Africa 

Peter Sharland  Treasurer 

I first became interested in butterflies by way of a biology project in Grade 10 at school (1973). 

We lived on the West Rand at that time, and I somehow got an introduction to Bill Henning and 

his two sons, Graham and Stephen. Their inspiration gave rise to my joining Lepsoc and building 

up a collection of some 350 butterfly species over the next 22 years. Many visits to the bush, 

grasslands, forests and mountains with my family allowed me to pursue my hobby. In 1995, my 

passion for things in the wild shifted to birds, as my wife Jenny became interested in birdwatch-

ing, and the “flunting” trips (“butterfly hunting” shortened to “flunting”) became birding trips 

until 2005. An interest in photography was re-kindled during these years. 

In 2006 I decided to rejoin Lepsoc, and rekindle my love affair with butterflies, this time in con-

junction with birding. An involvement in the butterfly atlas project led to renewed contact with some council members, and I 

naively allowed myself to be “Lepsoc’ed” into the role of treasurer, with Dave Edge wanting to move into the role of editor of 

Metamorphosis. The financial affairs of the Society are now part of my every-day life; long may it last! 

When did you begin collecting lepidoptera? In 1973 

Why did you start collecting lepidoptera? A biology project in grade 10 

What is your favourite butterfly or moth species, and why? Cymothoe sangaris, a central African butterfly - for its unique 

red coloration  

What aspect appeals to you most about lepidoptera? They are a reflection of the beauty of creation 

If you were given the opportunity to go to anywhere to study the local lepidoptera, where would you go? Madagascar 

How did you become involved with the society? By making contact with the Henning family when I started 

What would you say has been a highlight for you since you started with the society? Becoming the treasurer, and so be-

ing able to "give something back" to the society 
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Stoffberg Copper (Stoffbergkopervlerkie, Aloeides rossouwi) from Monsterlus, Mpumalanga (Photo: André Coetzer) 

 
Main articles:  ± 2500 words (Max 3500 words) 

Short Articles: ± 500 words (Max 1000 words) 

Please do not insert the images in the submitted text document.  Rather send them separately in an e-mail or by using Drop-

box.   

Article submissions can be sent to babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za or to one of the editors. 

Please note:  Because all the editors do this in their free time, we do not monitor the e-mail address 365 days a year.  If you 

have submitted an article but have not yet received feedback or confirmation of receipt, please just send us an e-mail checking 

whether it has gone through. 

Other general tips 

 Articles can be written in either Afrikaans or English.  All main articles written in Afrikaans will be translated into English 

as well. 

 Butterfly names: Butterfly names used in a main article should be written using the article language, with either the 

English or Afrikaans name, followed by the scientific name in brackets e.g. 

  English articles: Pirate (Seerower, Catacroptera cloanthe) 

  Afrikaans article: Verneukertjie (Variable diadem, Hypolimnas anthedon) 

  

 Shorter articles will not necessarily be translated.  For those, only the language that the article is written in and the 

 scientific name is required.  The reason we require the scientific names as well as the common name is simply to avoid 

 confusion, as the common names can change from one region to another.  

 Sp. is the abbreviation for a single species, used to indicate an unknown or unidentifiable species e.g. a Leptotes sp. 

 Spp. is the abbreviation for multiple species, e.g. The Zebra blues (Leptotes spp.) are difficult to identify 

 

mailto:babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za

