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Recent changes in the publication policies of the Lepidopter-

ists’ Society of Africa have left a gap in the publication of in-

formation relevant to the general public and members.  This 

has led to the idea of creating a relatively informal publica-

tion that will  promote the interest in butterflies and moths, 

allow us to educate the public on activities in the society and 

in this way foster a further interest in this very interesting 

group in the natural kingdom. 

With this edition the editorial board of is ex-

perimenting with a format and would like to ask readers to 

comment on this.  The first three editions will be published 

for free and distributed as widely as possible.  It is possible 

that it may become a members only e-magazine in time but 

all of this will form part of the one year experimental phase. 

We hope to publish articles around Lepsoc’s conservation 

efforts, photography, trip reports, interesting behaviour and 

phenomena, gardening for butterflies and even sections for 

children.   

Naturally a number of objectives need to be answered in this 

first edition so we apologise for the lengthy editorial com-

ment. 

First the name.  The name was taken from the babul blues 

(Azanus spp.) and tweaked to support our goals. 

The magazine will be published primarily in English mostly 

due to the fact that we have foreign readers.  However we 

also recognise that a large proportion of our readers are Afri-

kaans speaking thus we will also be placing Afrikaans articles 

which in some cases will be a translated version of the Eng-

lish (How lucky we are with electronic media).   

Ons hoop om dus ook vir die Afrikaanse gemeenskap van 

waarde te wees.  In keeping with this, a full list of South Afri-

can species together with their English and Afrikaans com-

mon names will be available on demand. 

It is our hope that the content of this magazine will educate 

adults and children alike and will ultimately result in assisting 

all Africans in preserving our natural world by being aware of 

events around us. 

Die idee van die e-tydskrif is om met sy lesers genotvolle en 

interessante inligting en brokkies oor skoenlappers en motte, 

en die omgewing waarin ons hulle vind, te kan deel. Ons 

hoop ook om hierdeur meer lede na die vereniging te trek en 

betrokke te maak. 

 

Front page photo by André Coetzer. 
Azure hairstreak  

(Hemiolaus caeculus,  Venda- 
stertbloutjie) 
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Magazine structure 

We have tried to make the magazine readable to all but still 

retain the content of a magazine intent on sharing infor-

mation.  The magazine will be divided into the following sec-

tions 

THORAX:  Main articles 

Here we will host 3 to 4 articles about interesting natural 

phenomena, interesting trip reports or other useful content.  

On occasion articles regarding related fields such as lepidop-

tera predators or other insects will also be hosted 

The remainder of the magazine will feature a series of regular 

topics 

FOCUS:  Conservation 

Conservation is a topic close to the heart of all lepidopterists.  

In this section we will present news on the Society’s conser-

vation efforts.  Most of the emphasis will be about the COREL 

(Custodians Of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera) program 

of the society.  In this edition we feature two of the critically 

endangered  species written by their respective custodians 

FASCINATING FACTS 

This in-depth section will attempt to present some of the 

most fascinating aspects of Lepidoptera 

REGULARS 

Gardening 

In this section we plan to present articles about different as-

pects of gardening for butterflies.  

Suitcase Blues 

With every issue a few notable destinations will be presented 

to assist readers in identifying spots and times when butter-

flies and moths are particularly abundant. 

Edible Tips 

And just because we have to eat, some fun recipes will be 

presented for those that are always peckish. 

Society News 

Some useful news regarding the Lepidopterists’ Society of 

Africa’s activities will be distributed here but this is not the 

society’s newsletter, which contains news. 

FAQs/Reader questions 

In this section we will endeavour to answer reader’s ques-

tions and some frequently asked questions 

Caterpillar corner 

This section will be devoted to the young lepidopterists and 

we would like to present activities and projects for the young 

ones. 

Competitions 

To test your skills we will from time to time host some com-

petitions and quizzes in this section. 

Classiflies 

Do you have any butterfly related items for sale?  Here you 

can advertise these to fellow enthusiasts. 

Editorial panel 

Bennie Coetzer 
André Coetzer 
Yolande en Justin Bode 
Peter Webb 
 
Proof reading 
Nina Parry 
Irene Coetzer 
 
Disclaimer 

The views expressed in the contents of this 

magazine are not necessarily the views of 

the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa or the 

editorial staff and are entirely those of the 

authors. 

Magazine email: babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za 
Photo: André Coetzer 
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This photograph, by Justin Bode, features the beautiful Topaz Babul Blue (Azanus jesous, Hemelsbloutjie) and was selected as 

our first reader’s photo, firstly because of its beauty but also because it is a Babul (Babbel) blue.  Justin took this picture at 

Tembe Elephant Reserve in northern KwaZulu-Natal, but the species is widespread across the eastern parts of South Africa.  

Despite being quite common, they rarely sit with their wings open which makes this photo of an extremely beautiful butterfly 

even more special. 

 

On this page we feature a photo from one of our readers.  To participate in this we would  like you to send in one of your best 

pictures (~1024x1024 pixels) regarding Lepidoptera.  Unlike other competitions this one only gives you bragging rights and is 

judged purely on the spectacular beauty of the picture.  Should your picture be selected we will request from you a high reso-

lution image plus a short description of the situation and the photographic settings that you used, for others to learn from. 

Op hierdie bladsy wys ons een van ons lesers se foto’s.  Om deel te neem, stuur net aan ons  een van jou beste fotos 

(~1024x1024 pixels) van enige mot of skoenlapper.  Anders as ander kompetisies gee dié een slegs spogregte vir die wenner, 

en die foto’s word slegs beoordeel op die uitstaande skoonheid van die prentjie.  As jou foto gekies word sal ons jou vra vir ‘n 

hoë resolusie beeld met ‘n kort beskrywing van die situasie an die kamera verstellings wat jy gebruik het, vir ander om van te 

leer. 

Topaz Babul Blue (Azanus jesous, Hemelsbloutjie) (Photo: Justin Bode) 



Page/Bladsy 5 

 
 

Cambridge Vagrant (Nepheronia thalassina, Blouswerwer)  Photo: Bennie Coetzer 

Bennie & André Coetzer, Peter Webb, Justin & Yolande Bode 



Page/Bladsy 6 

Spending time with Butterflies and Moths 

Bennie & André Coetzer, Peter Webb, Justin & Yolande Bode 

Before jumping into the meat of this article we would like to 

spend a brief moment on the concept of Butterflies and 

Moths.  These names are well entrenched into the English 

and Afrikaans languages but are responsible for much confu-

sion.  The truth is they are both members of the same order 

of insects and possess, as groups, only very superficial differ-

ences.  In many languages such as German, French, Dutch 

and so on, they are in fact called the same but grouped sepa-

rately only in terms of their flight time behaviour, namely day 

or night butterflies (moths?) 

Why are people becoming increasingly interested in these 

insects?  Any hobby is fundamentally a way of spending free 

time away from normal work time and this is no different.  

For many it becomes a passion and in some cases an all-

consuming one.  And rightly so.  Of all the insects they are 

possibly the most colourful, non-threatening and, unlike 

many other many-legged creatures, mostly harmless.  There 

are a number of ways in which a hobby in Lepidoptera can be 

pursued. 

Out in nature     

Firstly, it is an opportunity to be-

come observant of them and the 

‘small’ nature around us.  There 

are few things as satisfying as be-

ing able to watch a butterfly hov-

er around a flower, displaying its 

splendid colouration and being 

able to name it as one or other 

species.  Once you start wander-

ing around and looking at the 

small things, many surprises await.  On a recent visit to the 

bushveld doing a Bio-blitz (identifying everything) more than 

600 different species of creepy crawlies were observed and 

we did not include the very small insects.  This number in-

cluded 350 species of butterflies and moths-! 

Family friendly 

Walking in the veld with your children must be one of the 

most rewarding experiences, especially with young children 

whose keen observation and natural inquisitiveness will sur-

prise you.  Having weekend camping trips teaches children a 

lot about nature, listening to the bush, making your own food 

and just spending time talking.  Having a specific interest 

such as butterflies or moths focuses the conversations and 

many hours can be pleasantly passed in this way.  And all this 

while not straining your eyes at the fixed focus point of a TV, 

computer screen or smartphone, but watching the flames of 

a crackling fire or the inquisitive eye of a bush-baby. 

If based in a lodge or somewhere near the bush the number 

of moths attracted to the lights are astounding and by 

starting to distinguish the small ones from the large ones a 

whole new world will 

open up.  Moths range 

from apparently dreary 

to various pastel colours 

and if you are looking 

closely, wonderful pearl-

like arrangements are 

often visible. 

Friendships and stories 

An engineer, a professor and an accountant walk into a bar.  

No this is not the opening line of a joke, but it sums up the 

varied backgrounds of lepi-lovers out there. The common 

interests in Lepidoptera has formed the basis of many life-

long friendships and there are certainly many great stories to 

be told around the fire on trips recounting past experiences. 

Who would not be totally enthralled by an account of chasing 

off a leopard with a toothbrush or the mysterious case of a 

lepidopterist disappearing before your very eyes. Only a fel-

low lepidopterist would understand the great joy in finally 

finding a species that one has been searching for, for the past 

two decades or the frustration as that elusive species dodges 

one’s net or camera.  

Photography 

Digital photography has made this an opportunity to also cre-

ate spectacular photographs which can be detailed images of 

the insects or beautiful artistic creations.  In most cases the 

lure is to photograph the specimen sharply with proper 

lighting, even the moth against the wall. 

The joy of finally capturing an 

elusive butterfly on camera 

knows no bounds and has led 

to joyous celebrations that 

many members of the public 

may mistake for madness. 

Learn more 

Another marvel of the modern age is the virtual communica-

tions and access to other people.  Many people submit their 

pictures to Facebook, getting very quick identifications.  The 

preferred method of submitting identification requests is via 

LepiMAP, a joint project between LepSoc and the ADU 
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(Animal Demography Unit at the University of Cape Town).  

Here the pictures are not only presented for identification by 

experts but the location data is also collected.  This assists 

immensely in building up distribution records that can be 

used for conservation planning activities. 

Collecting 

The habit of collecting things is strong in many people and 

some collect stamps, rocks, etc.  Collecting butterflies and 

moths is also a very rewarding aspect to the hobby.  Most 

people don’t collect and of course we will never advocate 

killing without a justified purpose.  However for many species 

the only way to properly identify them 

is by very carefully studying minute de-

tail, sometimes dissecting themand 

sometimes by determining DNA se-

quences.  Building up reference collec-

tions assists greatly in proper identifica-

tion.  More details on collecting such as 

capturing and setting techniques are 

out of the scope of this article but infor-

mation and help is available. 

Building up a collection by using photo-

graphs is another way.  It is quite limited in that photography 

of high and fast flying creatures is not easy.  Also some never 

sit with their wings held in a position necessary for identifica-

tion, and others simply stay very high up in the canopy.  It is 

said that some of the original bird-wing butterflies were col-

lected by shooting them with a shot gun as they never came 

down to a reachable level but stayed up in the canopy of 60-

80 meter trees.  Some photographers have nevertheless ac-

cumulated collections of a large percentage of our butter-

flies. 

 Rearing 

Of course a very interesting and educational aspect of lepi-

doptery is the rearing through of the adults right from the 

time that the egg is laid, through the 

various life stages until the perfect 

emergence of the adult.  This con-

tributes greatly to our limited 

knowledge of complete life histories 

– less than 7%! 

Gardening 

Spending time in creating a garden that attracts butterflies 

and moths is another creative way of being involved and 

there can hardly be more satisfaction to a keen gardener 

than to see it being frequented by brightly coloured insects – 

which in turn will increase the visits by birds and other preda-

tors as well. 

Observing interactions 

Being able to watch butterflies in the wild is another inter-

esting aspect.  

Males often per-

form intricate court-

ship dances with 

females rejecting or 

accepting them.  

The threat of other 

males also have to 

be contended with 

and watching the aerial fights between males is simply mind-

boggling.  In some day flying moths, males form so-called 

Leks or attraction communities with the sole purpose of 

attracting females.  Butterflies become the prey of many ani-

mals ranging from birds to colourful mantids or crab spiders, 

while their larvae can sometimes strip trees completely.  As 

with any other group of animals, the most interesting part 

comes when the interactions with other species are looked 

at.  

Understanding nature 

Of course the opportunity to learn about nature, in a scien-

tific way, should not be underestimated.  Through a simple 

hobby one can learn to understand 

taxonomy, interrelations between 

species, species behaviour and 

many, many more aspects of nature.   

    Be a part of conservation 

Last but not the least, the protection of our natural heritage 

is for many people an obsession.  By being part of the Lepi-

doptera groups via the society, one has the opportunity to 

contribute.  Every record, photograph or observation can be-

come part of our knowledge base which in turn allows us to 

understand how to conserve Lepidoptera.  Because of some 

very specific food plant requirements, butterflies and moths 

are considered excellent indicators of the health of ecological 

systems and can play a major role in forming plans to maxim-

ise our protection of the natural world around us. 

Conclusion 

It is clear that being involved with butterflies and moths can 

be an unbelievably satisfying experience and we would like to 

encourage everyone to take part in one way or another. 
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Spandeer tyd met skoenlappers en motte 

Bennie Coetzer, André Coetzer, Peter Webb, Justin en Yolande 

Bode 

Voordat ons wegspring, wil ons net so ‘n klein bietjie oor die 

konsep van skoenlappers en motte praat.  Hierdie twee 

noemname is al deeglik vasgelê in die Engelse en Afrikaanse 

taal maar veroorsaak groot verwarring.  Die waarheid is dat 

albei lede is van dieselfde orde  van insekte en besit, as 

afsonderlike groepe, slegs oppervlakkige verskille.  In baie 

tale soos bv. Duits, Frans en Nederlands val die twee groepe 

onder een naam maar ook met ‘n oppervlakkige verskil, 

naamlik daaglikse vlugtyd, met die gevolg dat hulle dag- of 

nagskoenlappers (motte?) heet. 

Voort met die artikel.  Hoekom is mense geïnteresseerd in 

hierdie insekte en hoekom neem die belangstelling toe?  Eni-

ge stokperdjie is in wese slegs ‘n manier om vrye tyd, weg 

van die werksomgewing, te benut en dié een, verskil nie hi-

ervan nie.  Vir baie word dit ‘n passie en vir sommige ‘n to-

tale allesomvattende passie – en met reg.  Van al die insekte 

is hulle waarskynlik die kleurvolste en, anders as baie ander 

veelpotiges, meestal skadeloos.  Daar is ‘n verskeidenheid 

van maniere om betrokke te wees by hierdie stokperdjie. 

Buite in die natuur 

Eerstens dwing dit mens om meer oplettend te wees oor wat 

rondom jou aangaan, veral in die ‘klein’ natuur.  Daar is min 

dinge so bekoorlik soos om ‘n skoenlapper dop te hou wat 

fladder om ‘n blom en terwyl hy jou sy kleurvolle skoonheid 

wys, is jy in staat om een van die ander te onderskei.  Wan-

neer mens in die veld rondloop met ‘n 

oop oog vir die kleiner dingetjies is daar 

‘n geweldige hoeveelheid verrassings.  

Op ‘n onlangse besoek aan die bosveld, 

tydens ‘n ‘Bio-Blitz’  (Identifikasie van 

alles wat gesien word), is nie minder nie 

as 600 spesies van goggas waargeneem 

en die heel kleintjies is nie eers ingesluit 

nie.  Hieronder was daar ongeveer 350 

skoenlappers en motte! 

 Familietyd 

Om in die veld met kinders te loop, moet een van die mees 

belonende ondervindings wees, veral met jong kinders wie 

se skerp waarneming en natuurlike nuuskierigheid jou sal 

verbaas.  Wanneer kinders ‘n naweek in die veld kampeer,  

leer hulle baie van die natuur, om te luister na die bos, om 

self kos te maak en sommer net te gesels, ook om die 

kampvuur.   Met die fokus op so ‘n spesifieke belangstelling 

soos skoenlappers en motte kan baie ure genotvol verby-

gaan.  En dit alles sonder om jou oë in te span op ‘n vaste 

fokus-afstand voorwerp soos ‘n TV, rekenaarskerm of slim-

foon, eerder as om te kyk na die beweging van die vlamme 

van ‘n kampvuur of die nuuskierige ogies van ‘n nagapie. 

Indien mens in ‘n gastehuis sou tuisgaan sal die ongelooflike 

hoeveelheid motte wat na die lig toe aangetrek word jou ver-

stom.  As jy dan die een van die ander begin onderskei en die 

pragtige detail waarneem sal ‘n nuwe wêreld vir jou oop-

gaan.  Motte se voorkoms strek van oënskynlik vaal tot pas-

telkleurig en as jy in detail kyk, sal die pragtigste, pêrel-agtige 

patrone jou verseker bekoor. 

Vriendskap en stories 

‘n Ingenieur, ‘n professor en ‘n rekenmeester sit in ‘n kroeg.. 

.  nee, dit is nie die begin van ‘n grappie nie maar som die 

verskeidenheid agtergronde van lepi-liefhebbers op.  Die ge-

meenskaplike belang in Lepidoptera het die basis gevorm 

van verskeie lewenslange vriendskappe en baie verhale oor 

ervarings in die veld 

is al om die 

kampvuur met geno-

egdoening vertel.  

Wie sal nie vasgenael 

luister na ‘n verhaal 

oor hoe ‘n luiperd 

verjaag is met ‘n tan-

deborsel in die mond nie of die misterie van ‘n lepidopteris 

wat skielik voor jou oë verdwyn.  Slegs ‘n mede-lepidopteris 

sal die groot vreugde verstaan om uiteindelik ‘n spesie te 

vind waarvoor hy al jare lank soek of die frustasie ken om ‘n 

spesie te probeer vang in die net of op die kameralens. 

Fotografie 

Met digitale fotografie gee hierdie stokperdjie ‘n gulde  

geleentheid om die mees 

asemrowende foto’s te 

neem, wat strek van detail-

foto’s tot pragtige kunstige 

skeppings.  In die meeste 

gevalle is die uitdaging om 

die eksemplaar in detail en in 

fokus vas te lê met net die regte beligting, en dit geld selfs 

die mot teen die muur. 

Die vreugde om uiteindelik daardie gesogte spesie afgeneem 

te kry, ken geen perke nie en het tot menige vreugdevolle 

uitbarstings gelei wat baie as totale waansin sal beskryf. 

Leer meer 

‘n Ander wonderwerk van die moderne era is die virtuele 

kommunikasie en toegang tot ander mense.  Menige mense 
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stuur hulle foto’s in na Facebook om vinnige identifikasie te 

verkry.  Die voorkeurmetode van identifikasie is om die foto’s 

in te  stuur na LepiMAP, ‘n gesamentlike projek van Lepsoc en 

ADU (Animal Demography Unit) by die Kaapse Universiteit.  

Hier word die prentjies nie net deur kenners geïdentifiseer 

nie, maar die lokaliteitsdata word ook versamel.  Dit help baie 

in die opbou van verspreidingsrekords wat gebruik kan word 

vir bewaringsaksies. 

Versameling 

Baie mense versamel graag goed soos seëls, klippe, ens.  Om 

skoenlappers of motte te versamel, is ook ‘n baie bevredi-

gende aspek van dié stokperdjie.  Meeste 

mense doen dit nie en ons sal natuurlik nie 

mense aanmoedig om voor die voet dood 

te maak sonder ‘n doel nie.  Maar vir baie 

spesies is die enigste manier om hulle uit 

te ken, om na die klein detail te kyk en in 

sommige gevalle te dissekteer of selfs die 

DNS reekse te bestudeer.  Om ‘n ver-

wysingsversameling op te bou, help baie 

om akkurate identifikasies te maak, selfs 

vanaf foto’s.  Meer detail oor versameling- en spalktegnieke 

val buite die bestek van dié artikel maar inligting en hulp is 

beskikbaar by Lepsoc. 

Om ‘n versameling op te bou deur middel van fotografie is ‘n 

ander opsie.  Dit is in baie opsigte moeiliker omdat fotografie 

van hoog en vinnig vlieënde skepsels moeilik is.  Party sal 

nooit hulle vlerke só wys dat identifikasie moontlik is nie en 

ander bly hoog bo in die boomtoppe.  Dit word vertel dat van 

die oorspronklike  voëlvlerk-skoenlappers in Borneo versamel 

is deur hulle met ‘n haelgeweer te skiet omdat hulle nooit 

afgekom het nie en bo, op ‘n hoogte van 60-80 meter, bly 

vlieg het.  Nietemin, ‘n paar fotograwe het reeds foto-

versamelings van ‘n groot per-

sentasie van ons skoenlappers. 

Grootmaak 

‘n Baie interessante en 

opvoedkundige aspek van lepi-

dopterie is die uitbroei en grootmaak vanaf eierstadium tot 

wanneer die perfekte volwasse skoenlapper/mot te voorskyn 

kom.  Nie net is dit baie bevredigend om die proses mee te 

maak nie, maar dit dra ook by tot ons totale kennis van 

hierdie lewensiklusse wat huidig baie beperk is – minder as 

7%! 

Tuinmaak 

Om tyd te spandeer om ‘n tuin te maak waarin skoenlappers 

en motte floreer, is nog ‘n kreatiewe manier om die stok-

perdjie te beoefen.  Daar kan kwalik meer bevrediging wees 

vir ‘n ywerige tuinier om te sien dat sy tuin gereeld besoek 

word deur veelkleurige insekte.  Dit lei natuurlik ook tot ‘n 

toename in die besoek deur voëls en ander predatore ook. 

Waarneming van komplekse interaksies 

Nog ‘n interessante faset van die stokperdjie is om die gedrag 

van skoenlappers in die veld te bestudeer.  Mannetjies voer 

baie keer hofmaakdansies voor wyfies uit, wat hulle dan aan-

vaar of wegstoot.  Die bedreiging van ander kompeterende 

mannetjies moet ook in ag geneem word en die asemrow-

ende luggevegte tussen man-

netjies is verstommend.  By 

sommige dagvlieënde motte 

vorm die mannetjies sg. Leks 

of aanlokgemeenskappies 

met die uitsluitlike rede om 

wyfies te lok.  Skoenlappers 

en motte vorm die prooi van 

baie ander diere, van hottentotsgotte tot voëls, en partykeer 

kan hulle larwes bome totaal kaalstroop.  Soos met enige an-

der dieregroep lê die interessantheid in hulle interaksies met 

mekaar. 

Verstaan van die natuur 

Natuurlik moet ‘n mens nie die waarde van die geleentheid 

om iets van die natuur te leer, onderskat nie.  Die wetenskap-

like studie van skoenlappers en motte kan mens help om 

aspekte soos taksonomie, spesie-interaksie en -gedrag en 

baie ander aspekte van ons natuur beter te verstaan. 

Wees deel van bewaring 

Ten laaste is die beskerming van ons natuurlike erfenis vir 

baie mense ‘n obsessie.  Om deel te word van een van die 

bewaringsaksies van die skoenlappervereniging, gee aan 

almal die geleentheid om ‘n bydrae te maak.  Elke rekord, 

foto of waarneming kan deel word van ons kennisbasis wat 

weer help om ons lepidoptera beter te verstaan en dus beter 

te bewaar.  Vanweë die baie spesifieke voedselplant-

behoeftes word party skoenlappers en motte as uitstekende 

indikators van die gesondheid van ekologiese stelsels beskou 

en kan dit dus ‘n reuserol speel in die formulering van bewar-

ingsplanne van ons natuurlike omgewing. 

Gevolgtrekking 

Dit is duidelik dat deur betrokke te wees by skoenlappers en 

motte ‘n onbeskryflik bevredigende ondervinding is en ons 

kan almal met vrymoedigheid aanmoedig om deel te neem 

op die een of ander manier. 
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by André Coetzer 

Photo: André Coetzer 
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Whenever I hear of the Blouberg, I have this flashback of a 

certain Lepidopterist that told me how, nearly 20 years ago, 

they walked up the mountain and handpicked Giant Blue Em-

perors (Charaxes bohemani, Bloujuweel dubbelstert) from 

the mud.  For years just the thought of this fascinated me, 

and even to this day I have not seen that butterfly in South 

Africa, but there comes a time when you realise that the sto-

ry may have been slightly exaggerated.  In fact, those who 

have tried to handpick any Charaxes from mud will know that 

it is certainly not the easiest task.  But despite realising that 

the story had probably been bent and twisted by a couple of 

late evenings and a few too many, the Blouberg still has this 

mysterious aura that surrounds it.  Every time I drove to Vivo 

from Johannesburg, my mind would wander to that big 

mountain on the left.  More often than not it was covered in 

cloud and one could barely see the foothills, but every now 

and then I would get a glimpse of the massif that looked so 

similar to the Soutpansberg, yet it was completely separated 

from the main mountain range itself. 

The Blouberg is a very interesting mountain, and although 

similar to the Soutpansberg, a number of species from vari-

ous groups of animals, show some variation to the typical 

specimens found on the main Soutpansberg range.  This has 

led to many of them being described as subspecies.  When it 

comes to the butterflies of the area, there are three in partic-

ular that are thought to be different.  These are Blouberg 

Widow (Dira swanepoeli isolata, Blouberg weduwee) , 

Blouberg Forest King Charaxes  (Charaxes xiphares staudei, 

Blouberg boskoning dubbelstert ) and Blouberg Silver-barred 

Charaxes (Charaxes druceanus solitarius, Blouberg silwer-

streep-dubbelstert).  There is some debate around the validi-

ty of some of these subspecies, but I will leave that mystery 

to the taxonomists to resolve. 

In September 2012, Hermann Staude gave my father, Bennie 

Coetzer, a call asking if we would like to climb the mountain 

with him and Steve Collins in October.  Without a second’s 

thought we agreed, but I soon realised that we actually had 

no idea what we got into this time.  How tough was the climb, 

will we have to carry our own camping gear, butterfly gear 

and water up the mountain, is there any form of accommoda-

tion on top?  But even though these uncertainties existed, we 

were not really worried about it.  After all, there was no way 

that I, aged 28 at the time, would let three fifty-year (plus) 

olds beat me to the top. 

As it turned out, the bigger issue was the weather.  Not only 

was the weather prediction terrible for the weekend of the 

13th and 14th October, but most of Limpopo Province, and 

specifically the Soutpansberg was experiencing a serious 

drought.  At the time of the trip I was based in Musina for 

work, and I frequently shot through to my favourite haunts in 

the Soutpansberg, only to find that even places like Mphapuli 

Cycad reserve near Thohoyandou, which is normally one of 

the most productive butterfly localities looked poor and bar-

ren. 

But since Steve Collins flew in from Kenya specifically for the 

Blouberg Silver-barred Charaxes, we decided to go up in any 

case, bad weather or not.  On Friday the 12th October, Her-

The plateau on the Blouberg.  Photo: André Coetzer 
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mann, Steve and my father, Bennie, drove up to the 

Blouberg from Johannesburg.  Having been there before, 

Hermann went to the right settlement and managed to 

meet up with Moses Ntjana.  Moses agreed to organise us 

porters to carry our gear up the mountain the following day, 

and with that organised Hermann and the others drove to 

Bergpan, the traditional LepSoc accommodation in the area.  

I drove through from Venetia mine, and after stocking up 

with supplies in Alldays (not the best choice for shopping 

but the only choice when coming from Venetia), we met up 

for a braai and the final packing and preparations. 

The following morning, we loaded all our gear into Her-

mann’s vehicle, and left for Ga-Kibi (That is the closest town 

to the mountain and where we would depart from).  Upon 

arrival, we met Moses, Frans Makokoza and a whole army of 

porters.  Steve and Hermann were quick to realise that if we 

don’t fix the price per porter, as well as the number of por-

ters then we will have a trail full of people carrying one little 

bag or bucket each, and all of them demanding pay at the 

end.  So after some negotiation, we eventually settled on 

paying six porters to take our bags up.  The climb itself was-

n’t strenuous.  It took about 4 hours at a very slow pace to 

get up to the camp site.   There was even some time for me 

to scan the rock cracks for reptiles, and I was lucky enough 

to find a little tiger snake curled up in one.  Although scared, 

most of the porters were actually brave enough to touch the 

snake once I showed them that it is harmless.  

The path winds its way through forests where we hung traps 

hoping for the target Charaxes species.    Eventually we got 

to the plateau where we setup camp, but the clouds were 

still around, and the temperature was certainly not Charaxes

-friendly.  The weather had completely ruined the Saturday, 

but we used the opportunity to catch up with Hermann and 

Steve.  The evening’s meal of bully beef and 2-minute noo-

dles was accompanied by a fine red wine and some old 

brown sherry, which the porters unknowingly carried up for 

us.   

When the next morning dawned the clouds had not cleared.  

Our best efforts to flush anything up yielded a Pea Blue 

(Lampides boeticus, Ertjie bloutjie), and that was about it.  

Moses and the porters were supposed to meet up with us at 

11, but they were a bit late so Hermann, Steve and my fa-

ther left me at the top to wait with the bags.  Eventually the 

porters arrived, and by then the sun had also started to peek 

through the clouds, warming the area up nicely.  The heat 

Blouberg silver-barred Charaxes, Charaxes druceanus solitarius. (Photo: André Coetzer)   
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came too late, and after the porters had used another hour 

to walk to a stream to refill their 5l water bottles with fresh 

mountain water, I was worried about time.  We were already 

nearly two hours behind the others, and Moses, the team 

leader realised this.  So they decided to pick up the pace… 

and run down the mountain.  I was able to stay with them, 

but they were carrying our camping equipment and I only 

had my camera bag on my back!  One and a half hours later 

we had caught up with the rest at the base of the mountain, 

where they had already taken down the traps.  Although 

there weren’t any of the target species in the traps, a few of 

the more common Charaxes such as Bushveld Charaxes  (C. 

achaemenes, Bosveld-dubbelstert), Pearl Charaxes  (C. 

varanes, Pêrel-dubbelstert) and Club-tailed Charaxes  (C. zo-

olina, wit-en-bruin-dubbelstert) did find their way to my deli-

cious banana and marula bait.  Since Hermann, Steve and my 

father still had to drive back to Johannesburg, little time was 

wasted at the base, and we soon parted.  But Steve, who had 

flown all the way from Kenya for a rained out trip requested 

a return trip. 

The long weekend around Human Rights Day in March was 

chosen for the second visit to the mountain.  We planned 

things a little bit more carefully, and because we knew what 

the trip involved it turned out to be an easy weekend.  I 

called Moses in advance, to let him know that we will be 

coming and that we would require some porters to help us 

carry.  We booked in at Bergpan, and went up the mountain 

the next day.  

We hung our traps along the path leading up to the moun-

tain.  We hung a few traps where we started to ascend up 

into the forests.  A couple were placed in the middle of the 

top forest and the remaining two were taken right to the top.  

These were hung on the forest edge where one moves into 

the grassland. 

As we got to our campsite, we pitched our tent, and very 

soon after the first target species came gliding past.  Mem-

bers of the widows (Dira genus) are always great to watch.  

The huge size compared to other browns, as well as the slow 

floating flight and their liking for open grassy areas make 

them a sight to behold. Although the Blouberg subspecies is 

arguably the most difficult widow to find, one just gets an 

additional rush knowing that one just spent 4 hours climbing 

up a mountain specifically to come and see these magnificent 

beasts floating in the grasslands on top.  Only five specimens 

were seen during the trip, and most of them were slightly 

worn indicating that we may have missed their peak emer-

gence by a week or two. 

The Charaxes weren’t common at the top, but every now and 

then a Blouberg Forest King Charaxes  made its way into a 

trap.  The Blouberg Silver-barred Charaxes were much scarc-

er.  During the two sunny days on the mountain, only 4 speci-

mens were seen.  Two of these were found in the traps right 

at the top, and a female was collected in our campsite at 

16:30 in the afternoon while she came to oviposit on one of 

the waterberry (Syzygium) trees. 

All three of the Blouberg endemic butterflies have only been 

recorded from one quarter degree cell.   They are not cur-

rently classified as threatened, but they did qualify for the 

rare category.  The reason behind this is that although they 

only occur in a very small area, no threats were known for 

them when the assessments were done.  These assessments 

were based on historical data, and the real problem is that 

we don’t actually know a lot about these species.  LepSoc 

members have in the last two years been able to confirm that 

all three species are still flying, but it is important to note the 

following: 

The Blouberg Widow flies on the grassy plateaus high up on 

the mountain.  The area is heavily grazed by cattle, and alt-

The author with Bennie Coetzer, Hermann Staude and Steve Collins 

Blouberg silver-barred Charaxes final instar larva. Photo: André Coetzer.   
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hough we only saw signs of cattle but no actual animals on 

the upper plateaus, the guides informed us that the villagers 

often lead their cattle to the upper plateaus when the drier 

conditions at the foothills become unfavourable.  In addition 

to that, there are many signs of veld fires on these plateaus, 

and if these occur during the relatively short flight period of 

the adult butterflies, it could be devastating on the butterfly 

populations.  Fortunately the area has several streams and is 

generally quite wet during February and March.  There are 

several grasslands that are isolated by forests on the moun-

tain, so a single fire will probably not affect the whole popu-

lation.  Although the current records are only from two of 

the plateaus, it seems quite likely that the butterfly will also 

be found in all the others.    

The Blouberg Forest King Charaxes  was the most abundant 

Charaxes near the top of the mountain.  Virtually all the traps 

hung at the top, and even those that were hung relatively 

low down on the mountain attracted specimens of this spe-

cies.  The lowest specimen was found at an altitude of ap-

proximately 1050m above sea level, where the path leading 

up the mountain crosses a stream for the first time, only half 

an hours walk from village.  The traps that attracted the most 

specimens were those that were hung in the forests higher 

up on the mountain, especially around the waterfall area be-

fore you ascend to the top plateau. 

The Blouberg Silver-barred Charaxes was not common.  Four 

specimens were seen, and 3 collected.  All of these speci-

mens were very fresh, so it is possible that we were maybe 

just a bit too early in the season for them.  The bigger prob-

lem is that the specimens, and in fact the Waterberries trees 

that they breed on, are only found right at the top of the 

mountain.  This has fairly serious implications, as it means 

that the area of occurrence needs to take into account only 

those areas that are high enough, and by doing that elimi-

nating most of the officially protected areas around the 

mountain.  A section of the main massif falls in the Blouberg 

Nature Reserve, and it is quite likely for the other two 

Blouberg endemic to occur in the area, but based on the ob-

servations we made I doubt that the Blouberg Silver-barred 

Charaxes (C.d.solitarius) will be found there. 

In conclusion, all the three Blouberg endemic butterflies 

were recorded during March 2013.  Although only a relatively 

low number of the Blouberg Widow and the Blouberg Silver-

barred Charaxes were observed, no conclusions can be made 

about the population sizes.  It is however very important to 

continuously monitor these species as there are potential 

risks that could affect them in the near future. 

 

  

Blouberg: View from the top  (Photo: André Coetzer)   
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by Reinier Terblanche 

Mudpuddling butterflies in the Kalahari (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Introduction  

There is something enigmatic about migrations.  Migrations 

seem to bear more questions than answers and capture the 

imagination of people,  leading to pure admiration and occa-

sional myths. Vivid images of the Great Wildebeest Migra-

tion at the Maasai Mara in Kenya, spring to mind.  And many 

bird species are also well-known for their migratory behav-

iour.  In the insect world a number of fairly large, seasonal 

migrations are known, however most of these are poorly 

understood and documentation is anecdotal.  These migra-

tions involve the directional mass movements of harmless 

or beneficial species of insects.  One of the most well-known 

of these migrations is that of the North American Monarch 

butterfly, Danaus plexippus.  Autumn migrations of the 

Monarch from north-eastern parts of North America to 

overwintering sites in the mountains of central Mexico, cov-

er a distance of up to 4830 km (Oberhauser & Solensky, 

2004; Urquhart & Urquhart, 1978).  Overall the migration of 

the Monarch butterfly east of the Rocky Mountains, occur-

ring over several generations, is a two-way migration.  The 

Monarch butterflies east of the Rocky Mountains fly from a 

summer breeding range, which spans more than a 100 mil-

lion ha, to winter roosts that cover less than 20 ha, often 

right down to the exact same trees, year after year 

(Oberhauser & Solensky, 2004).  Given the size of these 

Monarch butterflies this migration is spectacular.  

Migrations of butterflies in southern Africa  

 A few African Lepidoptera species are known to migrate in 

certain areas, however,  there is a shortage of information 

and understanding regarding these African Lepidoptera mi-

grations.  Some of these “migrations” may only be dispersal 

events.  Dispersal refers to any significant spreading of indi-

viduals away from their point of origin (Begon, Townsend & 

Harper, 2006).  In this regard, migration could be seen as a 

special type of dispersal.  Migration is defined as a seasonal 

journey to a different location made by an animal species, 

usually in response to changes in seasonal climate and food 

supply, often travelling very long distances along predeter-

mined routes (Lawrence, 2011).  Dispersal events that quali-

fy as migrations are directional, seasonal movements of 

large numbers of individuals over a significant distance.  

It is therefore assumed with confidence that much of the 

annual movements of a special butterfly in southern Africa, 

the Brown-veined White (Belenois aurota, Witgat-witjie), 

Brown-veined Whites in the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park (Photo: Brett Ellis) 
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constitutes a true migration, a one-way migration.  This mi-

gration is now known as the Great Little White Butterfly Mi-

gration, so dubbed by the Animal Demography Unit (ADU) in 

the course of a very promising citizen science initiative via 

social media, especially Facebook.  The Great Little White 

Migration refers to the clouds of white butterflies that grace 

the face of southern Africa each year, and is especially no-

ticeable in years when conditions are favourable.  The 

Brown-veined White has a wide distribution across most 

countries in Sub-Saharan Africa and also occurs at Madagas-

car, Arabia and the Indian subcontinent (Fermon et al., 

2002; Larsen, 1991; Mecenero et al., 2013).  Regular migra-

tions of Brown-veined White butterflies do not appear to 

occur all over its distributional range.  Annual migrations of 

the Brown-veined White are observed especially in southern 

Africa, although they have also been observed in Kenya on 

occasion.  A huge migration of Brown-veined Whites  of 

more than four million individuals was observed in one day 

flying between the Aberdares and Mount Kenya (Larsen, 

1977).  If they are not part of a migration, Brown-veined 

White butterflies in Africa fly restlessly in search of mud-

puddling sites, nectar or breeding sites.  

Here are some facts about the annual migrations of the 

Brown-veined White in Southern Africa 

 There is more than one migration event of Brown-

veined White butterflies annually, in mid-summer 

and late summer. 

 Brown-veined White butterflies move in a general 

direction from the more arid, south western parts, 

to the north-eastern, moister parts of southern Afri-

ca.  

 Caterpillars of Brown-veined White butterflies feed 

on plants of the Capparaceae family (Caper family),  

especially shrubs or trees of the genera Maerua 

(Beadbeans and Bushcherries), Capparis 

(Caperbushes, kappertjie bosse) and Boscia 

(Shepherd’s Trees, Witgatbome).  

 Female Brown-veined White butterflies often lay 

their eggs in clusters on leaves. 

  Nectar sources and sources of moisture are im-

portant to the adult Brown-veined White butterflies, 

and they often stop to feed on nectar from flowers, 

or mud-puddle at damp spots or animal droppings.  

 A number of other butterfly species, in particular 

the African Migrant, (Catopsilia florella, Afrikaanse 

swerwer), join the Brown-veined White migrations. 

  In southern Africa one of the core populations of 

the Brown-veined Whites  originates from the south

-eastern Kalahari.  

 The populations in the more arid areas of southern 

Africa owe their great numbers to the main food 

plant species, the Shepherd’s Tree (Boscia albitrun-

ca).  This is in contrast to populations in the eastern 

parts of South Africa where a number of different 

tree species, belonging to the Caper family, are used 

as food for the caterpillars.  

 Female Brown-veined White butterflies lay their 

eggs on Shepherd’s Trees before flying off, ensuring 

that original populations are continuously rejuve-

nated. 

There are a number of myths  associated with Brown-veined 

White butterflies and their migrations. Here some of these 

myths are dispelled:  

 There is no evidence of any regular migration of 

Brown-veined White butterflies reaching Madagas-

car. 

African migrant, male and female (Photo: Reinier Terblanche)   
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 Not all Brown-veined White butterflies migrate, and 

migrations do not take place annually in all areas of 

their distributional range.  

 Brown-veined White butterflies are not pests of any 

crops as their caterpillars only feed on members of 

the Caper family (Capparaceae).  

 Brown-veined White butterflies do not feed on grass-

es, although they often roost at night among grasses 

near trees.  

 Any presence of diseases or pests that correlates 

with the butterfly migrations are coincidences of con-

ditions that favour both, and highly unlikely to be 

due to any interaction of the butterflies with any dis-

eases or pests.  

Overall, southern Africa has a  number of different butterfly 

migrations consisting of several migratory events each sum-

mer.  From my own experience since childhood more than 

one butterfly migration event flooded the highveld grassland 

and central bushveld of southern Africa each year.  I would 

often stand on a golf course in awe at the numbers of white 

butterflies passing by, hoping for those rarer migrants with 

orange or red tips or the reddish brown acraeas.  Another 

migratory butterfly species with visibly  high abundances in 

southern Africa is the Wandering Donkey Acraea, 

(Acraea neobule, Dwaalesel-rooitjie), a reddish-brown 

butterfly with black markings and transparent wing tips.  The 

Shepherd’s tree (Photo: Reinier Terblanche) 

Brown-veined White (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Wandering Donkey Acraea belongs to the Nymphalidae 

butterfly family (Brush-footed butterflies), while the Brown-

veined Whites and the African Migrants are from the family 

Pieridae (The Whites). Other butterflies of the Pieridae fami-

ly join the migrations, but in lower numbers, such as the Or-

ange Tip (Colotis evenina, Oranjepuntjie), Zebra White 

(Pincacopteryx eriphia, Kwagga) and the Lemon Traveller 

(Teracolus subfasciatus, Suurlemoensmous) that include or-

ange, yellow, white and black (or dark grey) patterns on the 

wings.  Another brush-footed butterfly (Nymphalidae) that 

regularly migrates is the Suffused Acraea, (Acraea stenobea, 

Dorsland-rooitjie).  Two other brush-footed butterfly species, 

the Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui, Sondags-rokkie) and the 

African Monarch (Danaus chrysippus, Melkbosskoenlapper), 

often move in large numbers, but it is not always clear 

whether these mass movements constitute a migration or  

simply dispersal events that are not true migrations.  There 

are a number of other butterflies that are known for their 

mass dispersal events, including some skippers (Hesperiidae) 

and other brush-footed butterfly species, however these are 

likely to be simply dispersal events. 

To unravel the mysteries of the nature surrounding migra-

tions of butterflies across the Afrotropical regions, focussed 

scientific projects are vital, but what is also essential is each 

little bit of information that citizen scientists can provide.  

Key to the knowledge and understanding of phenomena 

such as migrations would be large amounts of little bits of 

information at different times and from different, and often 

remote, places. The Great Little White Butterfly Migration 

project is a marvellous initiative of the Animal Demography 

Unit 

(University of Cape Town) and the Lepidopterists’ Society of 

Africa.  It asks the public, as citizen scientists, to submit ob-

servations on the date of arrival of the butterfly migration as 

well as the numbers observed, which will allow us to better 

understand the extent of the current migration 

(www.facebook.com/groups/WhiteButterflyMigration). This 

project is part of the larger project known as LepiMAP, 

which encourages members of the public all over Africa to 

submit their photographic observations of butterflies and 

moths. These records are valuable to science for under-

standing the distribution and conservation status of our 

butterflies and moths. 

An interesting aspect of the conservation of migrations is 

that common species are under scrutiny, which is different 

from targeting only rare species for conservation.  Migra-

tions bring us back to conserving ecological systems and pro-

cesses on a large scale.  Impacts of butterfly migrants in Afri-

ca are unknown, on pollination and keeping populations of 

certain plant species under control, as well as the role of 

such a large abundance of these migrants in nutrient cycles.  

Given the low  economic value of species such as the Brown-

veined White, nobody will realize a difference if this butterfly 

becomes extinct tomorrow.  Caring for these large migra-

tions is therefore a very good sign and symbolic that humans 

care for the environment in a more healthy and holistic way. 

  Wandering donkey Acraea (Photo: Reinier Terblanche) 

African monarch (Photo: Reinier Terblanche) 
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The critically endangered Millar’s Tiger Moth 

by Hermann Staude 

If you are lucky, very lucky, you can still find the large and 

beautiful Millar’s Tiger Moth (Callioratis millari) flying rather 

slowly during the day over grassland or visiting flowers.  

You can better your chances if you do this in April, because 

the adults fly only for a few weeks each year at around that 

time. For the rest of the year this creature exists either as a 

caterpillar or underground as a pupa. 

The caterpillars feed on the Natal Grass Cycad (Stangeria 

eriopus) growing in wet grasslands where ‘forest grassland 

mosaic’ habitats exist at elevations of around seven hundred 

meters. They do not feed on such cycads if they grow in the 

forest, only on those plants growing in full sunshine in the 

adjacent grassland.  

It must have been a sight to behold when the first Portuguese 

seafarers set foot on the KwaZulu-Natal coast (Natal of course 

means Christmas in Portuguese). What they found was not 

solid, unbroken forest from the beach up to the first moun-

tains, but rather a complex mosaic of grasslands, forests and 

wetlands.  Such habitats can still be found there but they have 

become very scarce. It is mostly the grassland component 

that has all but disappeared, succumbing mainly to the ‘sweet 

tooth’ habit of humans by way of the extensive planting of 

sugar cane. Many forest 

patches were preserved and 

wetlands were unsuitable for 

agriculture and housing, but 

the grassland is all but gone.  

The wet subtropical climate 

in this area is quite unique, 

created in part by the rela-

tively low coastal hills rising to a broken first escarpment at 

around seven hundred meters, only a few kilometres inland. 

To the south in Pondoland the climate is much cooler and to 

the north the escarpment is much further inland and drier. 

This leaves a relatively small area where the right climatic 

conditions for this moth exist.  

Millar’s Tiger  is something of a ‘Goldilocks species’: Only a 

few escarpment hills are high enough, humid enough, warm 

enough and have enough Natal Grass Cycads growing in grass-

land. Such perfect habitat must have been quite restricted 

even in historic times before man destroyed almost every-

thing. All the potential hills that we have visited so far have 

one or the other factor missing. Some are completely built up 

(the original colony, now extinct, existed between Kloof and 

Gillits stations), many are today sugar cane fields and the cy-

cads have disappeared from seemingly perfect grasslands on 

other hills. The Natal Grass Cycad is not much of an ornamen-

tal species, but it is a sought after plant in the traditional med-

icine trade.  

The Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa undertakes many pro-

jects, and the main projects focus on the conservation of our 

Lepidoptera.  To further this endeavour, the society has insti-

tuted a special project called COREL or the Conservation Of 

Rare and Endeangered Lepidoptera.  This project, under the 

leadership of Dr Dave Edge, has identified a number of special 

butterflies and moths in dire need of conservation.  For each, 

a custodian has been nominated, tasked with managing the 

conservation effort.  A large part of this is the dissemination 

of information and education of the general public.  Through 

this section in the magazine we will attempt to present these 

species in a series of articles by the custodians.  After this ini-

tial introduction, more detailed information or other conser-

vation needs will be published. 

 

 

Millar’s Tiger Moth adult (Photo: Hermann Staude) 

Millar’s Tiger Moth  final instar larva (Photo: 

Hermann Staude) 
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Today we know only of one place where Millar’s Tiger can 

still be found. It was a bit of a lucky stroke, or perhaps we can 

thank some lazy guys that the species still exists today. What-

ever the case, when they proclaimed the Entumeni Forest 

Reserve they included into the reserve a few grassland patch-

es that extended into the forest. It was probably too much of 

a hassle to plant sugarcane in these small fingers of grass-

land, so they just fenced across them including these grass-

lands into the reserve, thereby preserving what has become 

one of our most threatened habitats. 

You can read all about the history of this species’ conserva-

tion and find out more about it by visiting the LepSoc website 

under: http://www.lepsoc.org.za > LepSoc Forum > Custodi-

ans of rare and endangered butterflies and moths > Callio-

ratis millari. 

The next time you have nothing to do around Easter and you hap-

pen to be somewhere near our subtropical east coast, why not visit 

a likely looking hill in your area, which has some natural grassland 

perhaps containing the Natal Grass Cycad. There are so many unex-

plored hills up our east coast and perhaps, just perhaps you will be 

lucky and find Millars’ Tiger in all its glory – be sure to let us know if 

you do. 

   

Natal grass cycad (Photo: H.S. Staude) 

 
Promise replaces peril for precious endemic in 

previously precarious position 

by Andrew Morton 

Barber’s False Bay Ranger (Kedestes barbarae bunta, Kaapse 
gevlekte wagtertjie) is a small, dark brown butterfly that 
doesn’t stray far from its larval food-plant, Cotton wool grass 
(Imperata cylindrica). The rich, brown upperside of this little 
Skipper (Family Hesperiidae) is neatly enveloped by cheq-
uered cilia. The underside has lovely white streaks splashed 
onto a grey-brown canvas, with one of the white streaks 
forming a glossy white arrowhead. 

Barber’s False Bay Ranger was originally discovered near 
Steenberg railway station on the Cape Flats, where it has not 
been seen for more than half a century. This neighbourhood 
is now highly developed as an industrial and residential area 
and it is unlikely that it will be seen here again. 

This butterfly’s particular habitat requirement is damp seeps 
between dunes where their larval food plant grows. Until 
recently it seemed that this butterfly had been reduced to 
one last population in Cape Flats Dune Strandveld which is 
bisected by a road, earmarked for a road widening project 
later this year. The boundary markers for the road reserve 
are clearly seen in the middle of stands of Cotton wool grass 
within the butterfly’s colony! 

Last September, however, Mogamed Samsodien, site co-
ordinator of the Pelican Park section of the Falsebay Nature 
reserve and Andrew Morton, chairman of the Western Cape 
branch of the Lepidopterist society of Africa (Lepsoc) made a 
momentous discovery of two populations of Barber’s False 
Bay Ranger within the nature reserve on the same day! 

Lepsoc had recently started a programme to appoint a custo-
dian for each of South Africa’s threatened butterfly species. 

Some of their duties include; liaising with land owners, iden-
tifying various threats to existing populations and searching 
for new populations. Through this program a number of good 
relationships have been forged within the conservation com-
munity, none more important than the one between the 
management and staff of the various parks that form part of 
The False Bay Nature reserve and Lepsoc’s custodian for Bar-
ber’s False Bay Ranger, Andrew Morton. 

Constructive dialogue took place over the dire situation of 
the road widening and the various other threats facing the 
last known population and the crucial need to attempt to 
locate another population. Alien Australian wattles were one 
of the concerns and for a number of seasons the butterfly 
hadn’t been seen on the Western side of the road where a 
profusion of these thirsty trees grew. They dry out the seeps 
causing the grass to die off and they increase the intensity of 
potential fires due to the flammable oils in their leaves. In-
creasingly dry winters and the colony’s close proximity to the 
road also increases the risk of fire, especially from cigarettes 
disposed of through car windows (Cotton wool grass is also 

Adult False Bay Ranger (Photo: F. Rautenbach) 
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known to be flammable). Not much is known of how this 
butterfly copes with fire, but there is no evidence to suggest 
that it is fire adapted like so many of the other Cape butter-
flies. The management of False Bay Nature Reserve have im-
plemented an alien eradication project at the Pelican Park 
section, which has led to the recovery of the Cotton wool 
grass on the Western side of the road and an estimated 10 
individuals were observed by members of Lepsoc during 
2012’s flight period!  
 

Land on either side of Standfontein road is in the process of 
being proclaimed as a Section 23 Nature Reserve under the 
Protected Areas Act (this is the highest status available), and 
the land will be made safe in perpetuity. The proclamation 
process is tedious but the City of Cape Town team are patient 
and resolute in striving for their goal. This protected area will, 
unfortunately, not include the road reserve and we will have 
to wait and see how the road widening will impact the already 

precarious state of this precious endemic. However, in this 
instance, the good news outweighs the bad. 

The latest information from The False Bay Nature reserve staff 
is that Erica Essig (Section ranger) is busy with plans to erect a 
fence along Strandfontein road. This will go a long way to-
wards keeping people from dumping in the area, keeping ne-
farious activity at bay and reducing the number of fires. Ismat 
Adams’ (Senior Field Ranger) has been tasked with establish-
ing a monitoring program for False Bay Ranger and the threat-
ened False Bay Unique Ranger (Kedestes lenis lenis) in the 
Pelican Park Nature Reserve and has developed a monitoring 
protocol technique drawing advice from Lepsoc’s custodian 
program. 

 

There is now a safe haven for this rare butterfly deep within a 
nature reserve and there is a concerned group of people mon-
itoring and looking after the needs of the Strandfontein popu-
lation! 

 
THE USE OF PHEROMONES BY SKIPPER BUTTERFLIES 

By Mark C. Williams 

Pheromones are volatile chemicals that are secreted by a living or-

ganism and that are used to communicate with other individuals of 

the same species (conspecifics). In moths and butterflies it is well 

known that many virgin female moths produce sex pheromones 

from an organ that is extruded from the tip of the abdomen. These 

pheromones may attract males from several kilometres away. In the 

butterflies, sex pheromones are known to be produced by the males 

of many species. Mostly these pheromones are released from scent 

patches or hair pencils (androconia) on the wings of the males, and 

appear to be used mainly during courtship. 

Some skipper butterflies (family Hesperiidae), on the other hand, 

seem to use pheromones that act at a distance. Hilltopping, territori-

al males of the White-cloaked skipper, (Leucochitonea levubu, Wit-

jas-springertjie) and the Ragged skipper (Caprona pillaana, Vaaljas-

dansertjie) for instance, perch with the front legs extended forwards 

and erect bristle-like scales on the lower front legs (tarsi). Males of 

the Striped Policeman, (Coeliades forestan, Witbroek-konstabel) in 

contrast, have a bristle-like androconial brush tucked into the dorsal 

surface of the penultimate abdominal segment. Males of this species 

are known to fly back and forth along a more or less straight line on 

the ridge of a hill or along the edge of a forest or road, alighting 

briefly on a leaf of a shrub or tree every now and again. As the male 

alights on the leaf, the abdomen is curved forwards and the brush is 

dragged over the leaf surface, presumably depositing pheromone as 

it does so. It is not known whether these skipper males are produc-

ing pheromones that attract virgin females or whether the phero-

mones repel conspecific males. An answer to these questions awaits 

isolation and characterization of the pheromones, and experiments 

with them to see whether they are female-attractants or male-

repellents.  

Striped Policeman scent marking his patch (Photo: André Coetzer) 

Ragged skipper (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Twin-dotted border, Oranjevlerk-voëlentwitjie (Photo: André Coetzer) 

 

 
An introduction to gardening for butterflies 

In this section we plan to present articles about different as-

pects of gardening for butterflies.  This first chapter, with in-

put from the publication of Lieveke Noyens, is general in na-

ture and future articles will attempt to deal with more specific 

aspects of gardebing for butterflies. 

Most people believe that a gar-

den with butterflies is a healthy 

garden and sometimes gardens 

with moths are regarded as un-

healthy.  The only unhealthy 

aspect in the above is the idea 

that moths are different from 

butterflies.  These articles will 

tend to show that they are one 

and the same. 

It may be useful to define what 

is meant by us as a healthy garden and what not, as this 

would probably differ between individuals.  We will make the 

statement that a healthy garden is one that not only pleases 

the eye of the owner by its beauty but also supports a diversi-

ty of wildlife.  Such a diversity is sustainable if there is a 

healthy eco-system with insects, small reptiles, birds and, de-

pending on locality, other animals.  All of these require the 

existence of one another to nurture the colony. 

While naturalists supporting butterflies in a garden often state 

that the garden should be ‘wild’, we believe that, for most 

people, a garden is essentially created for the owner’s visual 

and olfactory pleasure and wildlife is mostly a secondary de-

sire.  A formal garden with beautiful 

flower arrays could satisfy the pleas-

ing aspects but could be unhealthy in 

its diversity, but it does not have to 

be.  These articles will attempt to 

provide insight into the needs of 

butterflies and moths and it would 

be up to the gardener to be creative 

and introduce the necessary needs 

in a way that still allows him to have 

pretty, satisfying garden. 

Before going into the needs of 

butterflies and moths one should also be aware that a success 

story is not without cost.  One will have to tolerate caterpil-

lars and eggs on plants and occasional total decimation of 

plants.  Of course some insects could become real plagues 

and here non-toxic management is encouraged. 

Blue Pansy, Blougesiggie (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Butterflies are typically day-flying and much pleasure can be 

obtained from watching them frolicking around the flowers in 

a garden.  Moths are typically night-flying and observation of 

moths is mostly around the light sources of a house.  By look-

ing carefully one will be astounded at the number of species 

that fly in and around your house.  If your garden is slightly 

illuminated moths will be seen hovering about at night just as 

butterflies do. 

How to encourage these insects to take up home in your gar-

den? 

Butterflies, in adult stage need food and sunlight.  In addition 

they are continuously seeking mates and plants on which to 

lay their eggs and feed their young.  Lastly they may need 

shelter.  Given these basic needs one could design a garden 

by having a sunny patch, preferably not too windy.  In this 

patch there should be flowering plants with scent and nectar.  

Often the highly-bred species are deficient in this regard so 

mix the nectarine ones in or choose wisely.  Knowing the spe-

cies that occur naturally in your area will allow you to choose 

plants that can be used as food plants for the immature stag-

es.  These plants are often shrubs or trees and not always 

good flowering plants, so use them in hedges and other deco-

rative roles.  Protection can be provided in the form of hedg-

es, old tree trunks and rocks.  There are other ways to attract 

butterflies but these are not always sustainable.  Fruit trees 

such as guavas and paw-paws will attract fruit-feeding butter-

flies in areas where they occur.  Unfortunately they often pre-

fer rotting fruit so a bit of leniency on your part, by leaving 

fruit on the ground, may be needed.  If you can create a mud-

dy area in the sunny patches, butterflies could be attracted to 

the mud in so-called mud-puddling behaviour.  Adding a bit 

of nutrients such as salts to the soil could assist in attracting 

them. 

Last but not the least – keep the herbicides and pesticides 

away – butterflies definitely do not like this. 

In future articles we will provide more detail regarding spe-

cific plants for specific areas  

 

References:  There is a butterfly in my garden, Lieveke Noy-

ens, 2012 Art2Print cc 

Citrus swallowtail, Lemoenskoenlapper (Photo: André Coetzer) 

Garden Acraea and larva, Tuinrooitjie en larwe (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Nibela Lake Lodge 

In this issue we feature the Nibela Lake Lodge, a butterfly ex-

perience of exception.  An exclusive location in the unique 

conservation area of the iSimangaliso (Greater St Lucia), Wet-

lands Park, situated at the southern end of the Nibela peninsu-

la. This area is a wetland of international significance and na-

tional pride. 

Accommodation is available either at the self-catering 

timeshare units or the hotel that offers Dinner, Bed & Break-

fast at extremely good prices. The restaurant is open for lunch 

as well, and there is a well-stocked bar should you get thirsty. 

From a butterfly and moth perspective this area offers tre-

mendous opportunities.  The butterfly species list is already 

over 120 species and many more wait to be seen and record-

ed.  When it comes to the moths, no formal list has yet been 

established and we are just waiting for the first enthusiast to 

start this. 

The sand forest is home to an elu-

sive and near mythical White Mimic 

(Ornipholidotos peucetia penningto-

ni: Groot glasvlerkie) along with nu-

merous Swallowtails and Swordtails 

such as Mamba Swordtails 

(Graphium colonna: Mamba swaard-

stert) and the beautiful but difficult 

to approach Gold-banded Forester 

(Euphaedra neophron: Skaduwee-

dansertjie).  It has become one of 

the most reliable localities in the 

country for the White Mimic after having been recorded regu-

larly since November 2009. 

A walk through the thornveld could produce the very rare Mil-

lar’s Buff (Deloneura millari: Bos-geelvlerkie), but only if the 

correct tree is visited.  It is here that the Brilliant Gems 

(Chloroselas pseudozeritis pseudozeritis: Skitterjuweeltjie) are 

also known to be swarming. 

A visit to the area outside the 

property can, in good years, 

yield swarm of Swordtails, 

however please bear in mind 

that this is community proper-

ty, and permission should be 

sought from the appropriate 

authorities before venturing 

out. 

In addition to the rich insect 

life, Nibela Lodge also offers a choice of guided walks, con-

sisting of small and plains game, forest and bird, or shoreline 

walks where the ancient remains of fossilized fauna and flora 

dating back millions of years can be examined.  Bird walks can 

head to either the Mkuze river to spot some not so common 

birds or to see the beautiful Pelicans and Flamingos.  They 

have over 300 bird species in their unique sand forest of which 

the Twin spots, Nerina trogon and Pink throated long claw are 

the most popular.  

Contact person: Hilda Joubert 
Address: Nibela Lake Lodge, iSimangaliso Wetlands Park, 

Hluhluwe 
Web: www.nibelalodge.co.za 
 

 

Cream-striped swordtail, Kwagga-swaardstert (Photo: Justin Bode) 

Millar’s Buff, Bos-geelvlerkie (Photo: Justin 

Bode) 

Gold-banded Forester, Skaduweedansertjie (Photo: André Coetzer) 

White mimic, Groot glasvlerkie 

(Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Home late...eat fast 

W 
ho has the energy to  come home 

from a hard day’s work, and stand in 

front of the stove for hours?  And fast 

food is not always the answer, espe-

cially if you would like to  give your family a  wholesome 

and healthy meal each night. 

For this coming year, we will provide you with easy to 

make recipes that won’t take more than half an hour. 

Chicken and Mushroom Pie Ingredients 

30 minutes—serves 4 people 

30ml butter 

10 spring onions, cut into fine slices 

250 g white mushrooms, cut into thick slices 

15ml flour 

250ml low fat milk 

125ml cream (can also use reduced fat cream) 

10ml whole grain mustard 

5ml paprika 

1 cooked chicken, cut from the bone and flaked (you can 

buy this on your way  home) 

Salt and pepper to taste 

A bit of fresh parsley 

1 sheet  (400g) puff pastry 

Photo: Yolande Bode 

Preheat the oven to 220°C.  Melt the butter in a frying pan 

and fry the onions  until nice and soft.  Add the mushrooms 

and fry for about 5 minutes. Add the flour and mix well. 

Pour in the milk a small amount at a time while you contin-

ue to stir.  Then you can add the cream.  Keep on stirring 

until the sauce has thickened. Add the chicken pieces and 

flavour with salt and pepper.  Add the finely chopped pars-

ley, paprika and wholegrain mustard. 

Place the mixture in an ovenproof dish of about 20cm x 

20cm.  Put the puff pastry on top and egg wash with a 

brush.  Should you wish to put pastry at the bottom as 

well, add another sheet of pastry. 

Bake in the oven for 15-20 minutes until the pastry is gold-

en brown  and cooked. 

 

 

Lepsoc has a number of projects in which you can partici-

pate.  The primary one being the citizen scientist project 

which is done through the LepiMap project.  Here you can 

submit your photo records and get quick identifications 

while at the same time contributing to science. 

Another major project is the Caterpillar Rearing Group.  

This group encourages the rearing of Lepidoptera through-

out their life cycle – a process that we have little infor-

mation about. 

Lepsoc runs a number of conservation projects under the 

COREL (Custodians for Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera) 

programme and volunteers are always needed to assist 

with monitoring of endangered colonies. 

Like all conservation societies we also need money for pro-

jects and are always looking for sponsors and donors. 
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The magical world of butterflies and moths 

through the eyes of a child 

Silvia Mecenero 

Butterflies and moths present many opportunities for chil-

dren to enjoy the wonders of nature.  These fascinating 

creatures undergo the process of complete metamorphosis, 

from caterpillar to pupa to adult – this magical transition 

entrances children and opens their minds to a whole new 

weird and wonderful world. Caterpillars come in all kinds of 

creepy shapes, colours and sizes, munching their way to 

adulthood and the adults have intricate wing patterns which 

are beautiful to behold.  

The Ecorangers, based at the Helderberg Nature Re-

serve (HNR) in Somerset West, is a group that has 

outdoor and nature activities for children in the pre-

primary and primary phases. In recent years they 

have become involved in various butterfly and moth 

activities, which have opened the children’s eyes to 

the bug world in general. Members of the Lepidop-

terists’ Society of Africa (LepSoc) have assisted with 

the various Lepidoptera projects, to train them on 

various methods for observation and collection. It’s 

been fascinating to watch how the children have grown 

their interest in Lepidopterology over the last few years.  

Over the last two years the Ecorangers have been involved 

in the biannual Butterfly Census Weeks, a LepSoc project. 

This project aims to monitor butterfly populations and num-

bers in order to understand how climate change and land 

use affects them. Not many butterflies were ever seen dur-

ing these censuses, due to weather conditions not being 

ideal for butterflying. However, the children loved walking 

around the HNR with their butterfly nets and ended up 

swiping other bugs and even using the nets to catch tad-

poles from the river. So, not only did they learn about 

butterflies, but about other little creatures too, in a fun 

manner. 

Recently, the Ecorangers have embarked on insect collecting 

in order to put together an informative insect collection for 

the HNR and its information centre. Members of LepSoc 

attended one of the Ecoranger sessions to train the children 

on how to collect butterflies and moths and how to pin 

them for the insect collection. Professional collecting equip-

ment was brought along by the LepSoc members so that 

children could learn the correct techniques. The primary 

group successfully learnt how to pin and label butterflies – 

there was much excitement. A few of the children are now 

continuing on their own and their collections are impressive. 

The HNR is sure to have a beautiful display for the butter-

flies and moths occurring in its reserve.  

A third lepidopteran project that the Ecorangers have been 

encouraged to get involved in is the Caterpillar Rearing 

Group (CRG), another project of LepSoc. There are about 

10 000 species of moths and butterflies in South Africa and 

we only know the caterpillar–adult–host-plant associations 

for 7% of these. Understanding the life histories of our Lepi-

doptera helps us to better conserve them. During an excur-

 

Photo: Claudia  Schuster. 

Photo: Claudia  Schuster. 
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sion to the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve, a LepSoc member 

explained the project to the children, and how to go about 

collecting and growing caterpillars through to adulthood. 

Further training has been planned. Caterpillar rearing is an 

amazing way for children to discover the magnificence of 

Lepidoptera and the process of metamorphosis. A Mon-

tesorri school in Hout Bay has become involved and the 

little children have been fascinated by watching how their 

hawk moth caterpillars and citrus swallowtail caterpillars 

(excellent substitutes for silkworms we all grew up with) 

eat their way through lots of leaves, until eventually trans-

forming into beautiful pupae. After a few weeks of pa-

tience, the children have looked on with wonder and joy as 

the adults finally emerged.  

In this highly technological age, it’s difficult to get children 

out in nature and to appreciate the outdoors. However, 

technology has also opened doors to becoming involved in 

observing these insect jewels. Digital cameras and even cell 

phones can be used to take photos of butterflies and moths 

at home or on holiday. These photos can be submitted to 

the online virtual museum for Lepidoptera, to contribute 

valuable distribution data for understanding their habitat 

needs and conservation issues. If your child is a Facebook 

fan, there are wonderful Facebook groups for our South 

African butterflies, moths and caterpillars - group members 

share photos and information and overall it can be a steep 

educational curve being part of one of these exciting 

groups. 

Getting children interested in Lepidoptera sets the basis for 

the future conservation of our Lepidoptera and other ani-

mals and plants. These creatures are attractive and allow 

many educational opportunities for children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Claudia Schuster 

 

Kyk of jy 10 woorde oor skoenlappers of motte kan vind  See if you can find 10 words about butterflies and moths 

1. MOT, 2 INSEK, 3 RUSPE, 4 METAMORFOSE, 5 BROEI,                    

6 VOELERS, 7 EIERS, 8 VLERKE, 9 VLINDER, 10 PAPIE 

1 WINGS, 2 MOTH, 3 INSECT, 4 EGG, 5 CATERPILLAR, 6 HATCH, 7 

PUPA, 8 BUTTERFLY, 9 METAMORPHOSIS, 10 LARVA 
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What is the difference between a butterfly and a moth? 

This is actually an artificial distinction, and exists really in the minds of English-speakers. Butterflies and moths all belong 
to the Order Lepidoptera, which is coined from the Greek words for 'scale' - Lepis, and 'wing' - Pteron. The term refers to 
the tiny scales that cover the wings, like tiles on a roof. To the naked eye they look like coloured dust. 

There have been many attempts to clarify the distinction between moths and butterflies. 

But all have exceptions, as shown in these examples: 

Butterflies fly by day, moths by night. 

There are as many day flying moth species as butterflies - and many are more brightly 
coloured! 

Moths are dull brown, butterflies colourful. 

There are many colourful moths, and many dull brown butterflies. 

Butterflies settle with wings folded over their back, moths with wings flat. 

Geometrid moths often settle with vertically folded wings, and many butterflies settle 
with wings flat. A (fairly) reliable distinction is that if a Lepidopteran rests with wings 
folded roof-like over the back it's a moth - but there is at least one butterfly that does 
this! 

Butterflies' antennae ('feelers') are clubbed at the tips, moths filament-like or feathery. 

Whilst it is true that no butterfly has feathery antennae, many Browns (Satyrinae) have 
tapered filament-like antennae, and some moths (particularly the Zygaenidae or Burnets) 
have clubbed antennae. 

Moths have hairy bodies, butterflies don't. 
Many butterflies, particularly those found in cold areas, and the Skippers (Hesperiidae) have hairy bodies.  
 
So actually we should appreciate our moths and butterflies equally! 

Drab butterfly 

Colourful moth 

Feathery antennae on African Moon Moth (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Enter the following challenges of the Caterpillar Rearing Group and win great prizes: 

1) Main year challenge: Cash prize of R10 000 will be awarded to the person scoring the most points since 31 October 

2013 until the end of 2014. There is also a Beginners prize of R 5 000 cash to the New Member who scores the highest 

amount of points. For further details, please go to this link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/

caterpillarrg/609193019164155/ 

2) Six monthly sub-challenges: There are six different sub-challenges, each with their own theme. All rearings SUBMITTED 

after 1 April 2014 (including historical rearings) will be entered for the sub-challenges. For further details, please go to 

this link: www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/601726383244152/ 

 

 

 

Please advertise your articles for sale here.  Businesses will 

be charged a small fee. 

The editors of can be contacted at:     babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za 

Other useful contacts: Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa: www.lepsoc.org.za 
    LepiMAP:      http://lepimap.adu.org.za/ 

Lost-and-found copper (Erikssonia edgei, Waterberg kopervlerkie) (Photo: Justin Bode) 

Pirate (Catacroptera cloanthe, Seerowertjie)  (Photo: Justine Bode) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/609193019164155/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/609193019164155/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/601726383244152/

