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Welcome back to our second edition of babbel blues.  

The response was overwhelming from readers and we 

are thrilled that so many of you have taken the trouble 

to comment. A small number of the most interesting 

comments were entered into the lekking tree for inter-

est sake.  By and large the magazine itself was well re-

ceived and enjoyed by all, a trend we will try and main-

tain! 

What a pleasure to put together a magazine with so 

much content.  A heartfelt thanks to all the authors 

that contribute and if we were an audience I would 

have asked you to stand up and clap your hands. 

We would like to apologise for the glitch concerning 

multiple messages sent to everyone when the first edi-

tion was sent out.  This was caused by a configuration 

problem in our mailing list, which has now been fixed. 

In this issue we have a  number of  very interesting arti-

cles, not limited to, but including  a trip to a very exotic 

place, a nostalgic view of the SABCA experience as well 

as some insight into the conservation needs of Lepi-

doptera across the whole of Africa.  Our regular fea-

tures have been continued and two new ones have 

been added, an insightful section on photography and 

the rearing of caterpillars.  When looking at Facebook 

and other pages it is clear that there is a huge interest 

in this and we have asked some of the leading butterfly 

photographers to share some of their special tricks 

with us.  In this issue a basic introduction is presented 

but in future editions some really interesting tech-

niques will be explored. 

A few housekeeping notes are in order.  We have com-

piled a list of the people who would prefer the higher 

quality version of the magazine. We will mail the basic 

version and provide a link for those people that would 

like to download the higher quality version as well.  

Also, a few people felt that the duplication of some 

articles in both languages was confusing, therefore we 

will split our distribution list into two – those that 

would prefer the bilingual version and those that 

would prefer the English version only.  Rest assured, 

the content will be the same, with just a language 

difference.   

To finish off, we hope you enjoy this edition of babbel 

blues, and feel free to e-

mail us comments and sug-

gestions so that we can 

continue to improve this 

little e-magazine. 

 

Cover photo: Moyamba harlequin 

(Mimeresia moyambina) 

Taken near Yepeka, Liberia (Photo: 

Andre Coetzer) 



Page/Bladsy 3 

This column is where we will publish and address 

readers’ comments and questions.  First the name:  

The term “lekking” is derived from the word lek, which 

in butterflies, refers to an aggregation of males that 

gather together, typically around a single tree.  It is 

believed that they do so to entice visiting females who 

are surveying prospective partners for mating.  We 

will just be using it for a “lekka” get together. 

In this first appearance of the column we have a lot to 

deal with and it will not be possible to mention every-

one that wrote to us, but we will present a few. 

“Baie geluk met julle eerste uitgawe van Babbel 

Blues !! Ek dink dit is baie insiggewend en die foto’s is 

uitstekend! “   Rassie 

“This is a great publication!  It would have been nice if 

the 'lure of Lepidoptera' article could have had its pic-

tures captioned for identification.“  Andrew 

“Ek moet kommentaar lewer oor die verskil in die Afri-

kaans teks  teen oor die Engelse teks – die Afrikaans 

lees baie makliker.  The English  text is a bit stilt-

ed  over  use of adjectives  and  a bit formal maybe?” – 

(Anon?) 

 

“Would I pay for this magazine ??   Yes ! “   Dennis 

“Well this is very exciting what a pleasure to have 

something happy drop into my mailbox “   Glynis 

“ It’s high time we had a magazine like this. “  Brian 

Elms 

“Now that I have had a moment to go through the 

magazine, I'd like to say- SPLENDID! I really enjoyed 

this first edition and can't wait for the future editions 

to come out! I enjoy the fact that it is so pleasing to 

the eye and the encouragement of public participa-

tion.”  Dawn 

“Nice one, good layout for older people. Wish you 

well.”  Charl 

“Thanks so much, looks extremely interesting!!! Can’t 

wait to get my teeth into it.  To me the recipe looks 

just right. Enough photos, easy reading - kind on the 

eye. Not too much text, balance seems fine.  You’re 

really doing a fine job and I’m looking forward to re-

ceiving it on a regular basis.”  Marita 

Thank you very much to all for your comments, please 

continue and we will hopefully use it to improve the 

magazine. 

Editorial panel 

Bennie Coetzer 
André Coetzer 
Yolande en Justin Bode 
Peter Webb 
 

Proof reading 

Nina Parry 

Irene Coetzer 

 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in the contents of this 

magazine are not necessarily the views of 

the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa or the 

editorial staff and are entirely those of the 

authors. 

Magazine email: babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za Buff-tipped Skipper / Bruinpunt-springertjie(Netrobalane canopus) (Photo: Peter Webb) 

Other useful contacts: Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa: www.lepsoc.org.za 

    LepiMAP:      http://lepimap.adu.org.za/ 
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On this page we feature a photo from one of our readers.  To participate in this we would  like you to send in one of your best 

pictures (~1024x1024 pixels) regarding Lepidoptera.  Unlike other competitions this one only gives you bragging rights and is 

judged purely on the spectacular beauty of the picture.  Should your picture be selected we will request from you a higher resolu-

tion image plus a short description of the situation and the photographic settings that you used, for others to learn from.  

Op hierdie bladsy wys ons een van ons lesers se foto’s.  Om deel te neem, stuur net aan ons  een van jou beste foto’s 

(~1024x1024 pixels) van enige mot of skoenlapper.  Anders as ander kompetisies gee dié een slegs spogregte aan die wenner, en 

die foto’s word slegs beoordeel op die uitstaande skoonheid van die prentjie.  As jou foto gekies word sal ons jou vra vir ‘n hoër 

resolusie beeld met ‘n kort beskrywing van die situasie an die kamera verstellings wat jy gebruik het, vir ander om van te leer. 

We received a few photographs from readers, and we 

will talk a bit about them in this section.   

The first photograph was sent in by Dawn Cory Tous-

saint.  It was taken with the following settings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It depicts a forest sandman (bos-sandmannetjie, Spia-

lia dromus) feeding on a flower.  The image is crisp 

and well composed with enough space in front of the 

butterfly.  Some photographers may criticise the im-

age by saying that the background is still quite busy, 

and that the photographer could have removed some 

background clutter by using a larger lens opening or 

aperture.  If this was done, the back part of the butter-

fly would also have been out of focus.  It is always a 

challenge to blur the background when butterflies 

settle close to the ground, and these sandman butter-

flies normally do just that.  Sandmen are notoriously 

difficult to follow as they zoom around close to the 

ground, and the photographer did a good job at 

getting close enough to get this lovely photo.  

Mountain Sandman / Berg-sandmannetjie (Spialia spio) (Photo: Dawn Cory Toussaint) 

Camera: Canon 450D 

Lens: 100mm macro 

Canon MT24-EX twin flash 

Settings: 

Aperture priority 

F/22 

1/200s shutter speed 

ISO 200 
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The second photo was sent in by Hennie Vermaak.  It 

shows a jumping spider with its prey, a zebra blue 

(tuinbloutjie, Leptotes sp.).  This photo has quite a bit 

of scientific value, in addition to its aesthetic appeal.  

It was taken with the following gear: 

 

Camera: Nikon D3100 

Lens: 105mm 

Flash 

Settings: 

 Aperture priority 

 F/32 

 1/60s shutter speed 

 ISO 200 

 

This image is well composed, but unfortunately the 

wing tip of the butterfly is cut off which distracts  a bit.  

The exposure was well handled, and the image is 

sharp, or as sharp as one can hope for with the select-

ed settings.  One thing to remember is that photo-

graphs taken at very small apertures (F/25, F/32, etc.) 

are never as crisp as those taken with larger lens 

openings (F/8, F/11, etc.).  The reason for this is the 

optical phenomena called diffraction.   The upside to 

the tiny aperture (F/32) that Hennie used, is that it 

allowed him to get enough depth-of-field to get both 

the predator and prey in focus. 

What is more interesting about this photo is that it 

teaches us a little bit about butterfly predators.  There 

was a recent article that circulated on social media 

where a scientist observed the value of the false head 

for a specific species of butterfly.  In the study, Andrei 

Sourakov found that jumping spiders were less suc-

cessful at predating on hairstreaks than they were 

when hunting other species of butterflies.  He suggest-

ed that this may be due  to the false head.  This photo 

shows us that jumping spiders do in fact predate on 

species with false heads, but as with all things in na-

ture, there are never hard and fast rules and this may  

just be an exception.  All of these records are currently 

being collected in a database so that we can analyse 

them in future, and hopefully learn more about preda-

tor-prey relationships.  Those who want to read more 

about Andrei Sourakov’s study can find it at: 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/

suppl/10.1080/00222933.2012.759288#tabModule  

Jumping spider with prey, Zebra blue /  Tuinbloutjie (Leptotes sp.) (Photo: Hennie Vermaak) 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/suppl/10.1080/00222933.2012.759288#tabModule
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/suppl/10.1080/00222933.2012.759288#tabModule
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by André Coetzer 

 

African Giant Swallowtail / Afrika Reuse-swaelstert (Papilio antimachus)   (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Dit het alles begin toe ons die skoenlapperkonferensie 
in 2011 in Ghana bygewoon het waar ons Safi 
(Szabolcs Sáfián)  ontmoet het.  Hy is ‘n lepidopteris 
wat reeds geruime tyd al navorsing doen in die woude 
van Afrika.  Ons het almal gehoop ons gaan die reuse 
swaelstert van Afrika (Papilio antimachus) sien in Gha-
na, maar het gou besef dat Ghana nie die regte plek is 
om na die ontwykende skepsel te gaan soek nie.  Safi, 
wat toe al redelik baie tyd in Liberië spandeer het, het 
aanbeveel dat ons liewer in die heuwels van Nimba-
provinsie, in Noord-Liberië, gaan soek. 

 

Na ‘n paar maande se beplanning en met die hulp van 
Safi, wat alles aan die Liberiese kant georganiseer het, 
het ons uiteindelik op die 2e Januarie 2014 ons vlug na 
Wes-Afrika aangepak.  Die span het bestaan uit ek en 
my pa, Bennie Coetzer, Jeremy en Chris Dobson en 
Harald Selb.  Aanvanklik het South African Airways ons 
R28 000 gekwoteer vir ‘n retoervlug na Monrovië, wat 
‘n belaglike prys is omdat dit omtrent net halfpad Eu-
ropa toe is.  Harald het toe ingegryp en ons het 
heelwat goedkoper vlugte op Arik Airlines gekry, ‘n 
lugdiens wat in Nigerië gebaseer is. 

 

Op pad na Monrovië moes ons in Lagos land, en die 
ervaring van die lughawe van hierdie stad in Nigerië 

beleef.  ‘n Mens word gedurig gemaan om nie jou pas-
poort vir lughawe-amptenare te gee nie, maar dis 
makliker gesê as gedaan.  Dit het net 5 minute 
geneem voordat al vyf ons Suid-Afrikaners in die im-
migrasie afdeling gestaan het...sonder ons paspoorte, 
wat baie gou deur een of ander “beampte” 
weggeneem is, buite ons sig!  Ek kan nie sê dat ek baie 
welkom gevoel het nie... 

 

‘n Halfuur later het die amptenaar gelukkig weer 
verskyn met ons paspoorte, en kon ons deur die 
lughawe beweeg om in te klok vir die vlug na Ghana.  
’n Paar Nigeriese Star-biere het gehelp om te ontspan 
op die vlug na Ghana, maar dit het nie juis gehelp om 
ons regtig beter te laat voel nie.  Die rede? Die hele 
kuslyn van Lagos na Akkra lyk soos een groot myn-
hoop.  Die woude is omtrent alles afgekap, en daar is 
niks meer behalwe bar grond en stompe oor  waar 
daar eens 80 meter hoë bome gestaan het.  In Ghana 
aangekom, is ons begroet deur ‘n lug vol reuse vrug-
tevlermuise wat meer soos roofvoëls gelyk het as 
vlieënde soogdiere. 

 

Die volgende oggend is ons toe finaal oppad Monrovië 
toe.  Weer eens is ons begroet deur die barre 
landskap wat omtrent in sy geheel vernietig is, totdat 

Die Liberië span by die St. Johns waterval, op die grens van Guinee 
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‘n mens naby die Liberiese grens kom.  Skielik verskyn 
daar kilometerlange stroke groen natuurlike habitat.  
Dit is moeilik om van die lug af te raai hoe hoog die 
bome is, maar hulle het ten minste nog gestaan en 
blare aangehad. 

 

Liberië is ‘n unieke land in Afrika.  Dit was die enigste 
Amerikaanse kolonie op die Afrika-vasteland, and toe 
slawerny beëindig is, is al die vrygelate slawe van oral 
oor Wes-Afrika, teruggestuur na een land toe – Liberië 
- vandaar ook die naam.  Hierdie vermenging het toe 
natuurlik mettertyd sekere binnelandse konflik veroor-
saak, en tesame met ander 
faktore gelei tot gewelddadige 
onluste vanaf 1980.  Hierdie kon-
flik het baie gou uitgeloop op ‘n 
burgeroorlog vanaf 1989 - 1996, 
en weer vanaf 1997 - 2003, toe 
die berugte Charles Taylor beheer 
oorgeneem het van die land.  Dis 
baie moeilik om te glo dat ‘n klein 
landjie soos hierdie omtrent 25 
jaar se burgeroorlog kon oorleef, 
maar die Verenigde Nasies begin 
eintlik nou eers om hulle troepe te 
onttrek aan die land.  En dis nog 
moeiliker om die positiewe kant 
van een van die gewelddadigste 
oorloë in te sien.  Maar daar is ‘n 
silwer randjie.  Die oorlog het 
veroorsaak dat internasionale 
beleggers en groot mynbou- en 
bosboumaatskappye nie maklik 
die natuurlike hulpbronne kon 

uitbuit nie, en daarom het Liberië nog ‘n groot deel 
van hulle primêre woude oor.  ’n Verhaal soos hierdie 
laat mens met ‘n bitter vraag: Is ons as mense slegs in 
staat om die omgewing te beskerm deur geweld? 

 

Safi het ons by die lughawe ontmoet, en 
daar bekendgestel aan ons twee bestu-
urders, Emmanuel en Prince, wat ons 
voertuie sou bestuur vir die duur van ons 
10-dae-besoek.  Ons eerste been is die 
pad na ons huisvesting toe.  Moko’s Bed 
& Breakfast was ‘n goeie keuse, nie alleen 
omdat dit skoon en gemaklik was nie, 
maar dit is ook naby een van die beste 
restaurante waar ek al ooit geëet het.  
Die aand is ons almal Golden Beach toe, 
en alhoewel dit ‘n redelike landelike res-
taurant is, was die ervaring van barracuda 
steak eet by ‘n plastiektafel op die strand, 
glad nie ‘n slegte ervaring om ons Afrika-
avontuur mee af te skop nie. 

 

 

Die volgende oggend is ons vort na ‘n gebied naby die 
Sierra Leone-grens, ‘n besoek met permitte wat ook 
deur Safi gereël is.  Baie gou bevind ons ons in oop 
grasvelde, tussen reusepalmbome met tonele wat my 
herinner aan die fliek, Blood Diamond, wat in 2006 
geskiet is en iewers in Sierra Leone afspeel (alhoewel 
dit in Mosambiek geskiet is).  Ten spyte daarvan dat 
daar nie swerms skoenlappers was nie, was daar tog 
‘n paar interessante spesies, in besonder ‘n paar 

Charaxes anticlea (Foto: André Coetzer)   

‘n Mot!!  - familie Sesiidae (Foto: André Coetzer)   
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Epitolas, ‘n groep meestal metaalblou Lycaenid 
skoenlappers wat bekend is op die lys van “mees frus-
trerende skoenlappers om te vang”!  Ander spesies 
waaroor Suid-Afrikaners altyd opgewonde raak sluit in 
‘n groen valsrooitjie, Pseudocraea semire, die lang-
stert Hypolycaena sp., of soos Harald dit noem die 
woudfeëtjies, en natuurlik is geen Afrika-besoek  
volledig sonder die karakteristieke byvlug van ‘n groot 
dubbelstert nie.  In hierdie geval was die lus vir die 
oog die groot wit dubbelstert, Charaxes hadrianus,  
wat definitief geen planne gehad het om in ons nette 
te beland nie.  Die rit soontoe het sowat 2 uur geneem 
en vanweë die feit dat ons weer in die aand in Mon-
rovië moes slaap, kon ons ongelukkig nie baie laat 
daar bly nie. 

 

Toe wink ‘n ander deel van die land—die roete Noord.  
Dit word beweer dat meer as 60% van die oorbly-
wende Wes-Afrika-woude in hierdie klein landjie is, 
wat moeilik is om te glo aangesien daar sakke en 
sakke vol steenkoolhout is, en rubberplantasies in 
groot dele van die land is tussen Monrovië en Ganta.  
Dis eers daarna toe ons grondpad begin ry het, wat 
ons natuurlike bos aangetref het.  En uiteindelik is dit 
op die rit vanaf  Sanniquelli tot Yekepa wat dit ‘n mens 
eers tref waar jy nou eintlik is.  Die pad strek langs die 
Nimba bergreeks - kilometers en kilometers golwende 
woude in alle rigtings.  Ons Suid-Afrikaanse bome lyk 
maar klein in vergelyking met hierdie reuse, wat selfs 
70 - 80m hoog is.  Uiteindelik het ons by Alvino’s Mo-
tel, ‘n klein hotelletjie in die myndorpie Yekepa 

aangekom.  Alhoewel die plekkie baie klein en afgeleë 
is, het ons alles gehad wat ons nodig gehad het.  Daar 
is lugverkoeling wat (meestal) werk(!) in die kamers, 
en al het ons nie lopende water gehad die eerste vyf 
dae nie, het die bestuur alles in hulle vermoë gedoen 
om te verseker dat ons elkeen ‘n emmer water het vir 
‘n vinnige was in die aand.  En die kos was nie te sleg 
nie, al het ek ‘n paar trane gestort oor die “Hot pepper 
chicken”! 

 

Gelukkig is luukse huisvesting nie ons groot doel met 
so ‘n Afrika besoek nie - ons was daar vir die skoenlap-
pers.  Safi het ons die volgende oggend in die woude 
ingeneem, en ons het baie gehad om te doen, ten 
spyte van die feit dat ons daar was voor die skoenlap-
pers wakker geword het.  Afrika melkbosskoenlappers 
(Danaus chrysippus) met wit agtervlerke is baie skaars 
in Suid-Afrika, maar verder noord op die vasteland, 

Rooi swewer, Cymothoe sangaris (Foto: André Coetzer)   

Woud-feëtjie (Foto: André Coetzer)   
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word dit die enigste vorm.  En in elke donker stukkie 
woud was daar ‘n paar woudfeëtjies.  Hulle het egter 5 
of 6 verskillende spesies daar, en dit is moeilik om dit 
in die veld te onderskei, dus moes ons soveel as 
moontlik van hulle versamel.  Die dansers (Euphaedra 
en Bebearia spp.) het so nou en dan ‘n verskyning ge-
maak, maar hulle is baie op en wakker, en het selde 
binne ons nette se bereik gevlieg, om nie van ‘n foto-
grafiegeleentheid eens te praat nie. 

 

My pa, Harald, Safi en ek het Jeremy en Chris afgelaai 
op die eerste heuwel, en aangery na die volgende een 
toe, terwyl ons almal gehoop het om ‘n blik te kry op 
die reus van die lug.  En net toe ons wou omdraai na 

die woud toe, het ‘n groot oranje “voël” van die laag-
liggende bos af opgevlieg.  Die reuse Afrika swaelstert 
(Papilio antimachus) is Afrika se grootste skoenlapper.  
Dit lyk soos ‘n groot rooitjie wat kleur en patroon be-
tref, maar het ‘n vlerkspan van 20 - 30cm en dit kan jy 
nie met enigiets anders verwar nie!  Die eerste voor-
beeld wat ons gesien het, het ook heeltemal anders as 
gewone skoenlappers opgetree.  Voëls wat op hierdie 
heuweltoppe rondvlieg, sal skoenlappers jag deur op 
hulle af te pyl en in die vlug te vang.  Voëls kan nou nie 
juis hierdie groot skoenlapper pla nie.  Dit sal ‘n warm 
lugstroom vang, en stadig opsweef na die rand van die 
woud toe.  So nou en dan swiep dit af om swart 
byvreters en swaeltjies te verjaag wat ook in die naby-
heid is.  Dit was werklik ‘n ongelooflike gesig!  Hierdie 
mannetjie het ons toegelaat om na hom te kyk en 
hom te fotografeer vir ‘n hele rukkie, en so nou en dan 
het hy opgevlieg en gaan sit op die naby geleë bossies, 
maar altyd heeltemal binne vangafstand van ons 
nette.  Hy het nog so op een plekkie sowat 1.5m van 
die grond af gesit, maar dit was asof hy geweet het 
wat gaan gebeur.  Net toe ek vir my pa wink om ‘n net 
nader te bring, het hy luiweg in die lug opgevlieg, al 

hoe hoër gesweef totdat hy uiteindelik uit ons sig uit 
verdwyn het, en nooit weer teruggekom het nie.  Ek 
het nie regtig omgegee nie.  Alhoewel ek ‘n hele paar 
mooi foto’s gekry het, kan geen beeld die teen-
woordigheid van hierdie koning van die heuweltoppe 
vasvang nie, wat so sweef en sy woude beskou.   

 

Natuurlik was dit nie die enigste skoenlapper wat ons 
gesien het nie.  Daar was baie ander spesies.  Elke nou 
en dan terwyl ons in die paadjie in die woud afgestap 
het, het ‘n baie helder blou flits om ons gesoem en 
dan verdwyn.  Dit het gou geblyk dat dit die reuse 
Epitolas, Epitola posthumus en E.urania was.  Hierdie 
blou skoenlappers is omtrent die grootte van ‘n Son-

dagsrokkie (Vanessa cardui) of Geel gesiggie (Junonia 
hierta).  Hulle is egter baie moeilik om te volg, al is 
hulle so groot.  Uiteindelik het ons besef dat hulle 
gelok word deur blou voorwerpe, en wanneeer die 
eerste blou flits verskyn, het ons dan teruggestaan 
en ons waterbottels op die grond gegooi.  Baie keer 
het die skoenlappers dan teruggekeer om te kom 
verken, wat ‘n mens ‘n kans gegee het om hulle te 
vang. 

 

Van die ander spesies wat die woud versier, sluit in 
dubbelsterte en die groen swaardsterte.  Baie 
rooitjies (Acraea), wagtertjies (Hesperiidae) en an-
der het ons vir ure lank besig gehou. 

 

Die derde dag is ons na ‘n gemeenskapwoud toe wat 
aan die oostekant van die Nimba berge geleë is, en 
ook baie laer as die woude waar ons die eerste twee 
dae was.  Die skoenlappers was ook heel anders, met 
baie meer soorte skaduwee-dansertjies (Euphaedra 
spp.) and swewers (Cymothoe spp.) wat langs die 
woudpaadjies gedartel het.  Oor die algemeen was dit 
nogal moeilik om hulle te benader, maar ons het ‘n 
paar piepiepunte “gemerk” langs die paadjies (ja, dit 
klink kru, maar dit was die moeite werd!).  ‘n Mens 
drink baie water in die vogtige omstandighede van die 
Liberiese woude, en jy sweet dit meestal uit.  Dit is dus 
nie maklik om “n draai te loop” nie... en daarom is dit 
die moeite werd voordeel daaruit te trek elke oggend. 

 

Hierdie gemerkte punte het skoenlappers van baie 
verskillende spesies gelok.  Rooi swewers (Cymothoe 
sangaris en C. mabillei), groot blou na-apers 
(Hypolimnas salmacis), en heelwat ander het geswerm 
om die soutinhoud van ons “deposito’s” op die grond.  
Die piesanglokaas het nie so goed gewerk soos ons 
gehoop het nie, maar die vlam-dubbelsterte (C. proto-
clea) het darem daarvan gebruik gemaak, tesame met 

Palla spesies , deel van die dubbelstert subfamilie (Foto: André Coetzer) 
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die Palla spesies, Charaxes numenes en C. ameliae  en 
natuurlik ‘n groot getal dansers wat ons nie in Suid-
Afrika kry nie, die Euriphenes.   Na ons suksesvolle dag 
in Cold Water het ons die plaaslike stamhoof gaan be-
dank.  Dit het ‘n ontmoeting in ‘n klein hutjie behels, 
met baie nuuskierige gesiggies wat deur die vensters 
gestaar het terwyl ons probeer kolabessies eet wat vir 
ons as geskenke aangebied is. 

Ons het die volgende paar dae rondom Yekepa en aan 
die ooste daarvan spandeer. Ons vondse het o.a. ‘n 
heeltemal nuwe spesie ingesluit wat Chris Dobson 
gevind het.  Harald het twee Lycaenids gekry wat be-
sig was om te paar, waarvan die vroulike vorm nog 
nooit gekoppel is aan die manlike vorm nie, en ek het 
‘n asemrowende Hypophytala elais gekry en baie mooi 
foto’s.  In geheel het ons meer as 300 spesies versa-
mel tydens ons verblyf in Yepeka, waarvan ‘n hele 
paar nuwe rekords was vir die gebied en ‘n paar ook 
nuut vir die land.  Die data wat versamel is, sal in-
gesluit word in Safi se verslag aan Arcelor Mittal ra-
kende die diversiteit van die gebied, en hopelik sal dit 
bydra tot die beskerming van die woude in daardie 
area in die toekoms. 

 

Dis nogal ‘n vreemde ervaring om hierdie artikel te 
skryf ses maande na ons terugkeer van Liberië.  Die 
land wat ons leer ken het, het sedertdien ‘n paar keer 
die hoofopskrifte gehaal.  Anders as die meeste Sen-
traal- en Wes-Afrika-lande wat die nuus haal weens 
oorloë, diktators en terrorisme, is Liberië in die nuus 
vanweë die Ebola virus wat ook daar uitgebreek het. 
Op hierdie stadium is daar al meer as 1 400 mense 
dood in die Wes-Afrika-gebied en is die virus nog nie 
onder beheer nie.  Sou ons ons avontuur vir ‘n maand 
later beplan het, sou ons dit bes moontlik moes afstel 
omdat dit net ‘n te groot risiko sou wees.  Hieruit kan 
‘n mens ‘n waardevolle les leer: as jy ‘n geleentheid 
kry om enige plek in die wêreld te besoek, maar veral 
in Afrika, benut dit so gou as moontlik!  ‘n Mens weet 
nooit wanneer ‘n oorlog, onrus, ‘n virus of gewoon net 
die weer die besoek onmoontlik maak, en daar is so 
baie om te sien dat ‘n hele leeftyd van navorsing, wat 
nog te sê twee weke se vakansie, net oppervlakkig is! 

Tipe skaduwee-dansertjie (Euphaedra gausapi)   (Foto: André Coetzer) 
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It all started when we attended the butterfly confer-

ence in Ghana in 2011, where we met Safi (Szabolcs 

Sáfián), a Lepidopterist who has been working in Afri-

can forests for a number of years.  We had all hoped 

to find the giant African Swallowtail (Papilio antima-

chus) in Ghana, but we quickly realised that Ghana is 

not the place to go and look for this elusive beast.  

Safi, who had spent quite a bit of time in Liberia by 

then, told us that if we were looking for P.antimachus, 

he would recommend the hills in Nimba country, in 

northern Liberia. 

After a number of months planning, and with the as-

sistance of Safi who organised everything on the Libe-

rian side, we set off for West Africa on the 2nd of Janu-

ary 2014.  The team consisted of myself, my father 

Bennie Coetzer, Jeremy and Chris Dobson and Harald 

Selb.  South African Airlines quoted us about R28 000 

to fly to Monrovia, the capital of Liberia, and back, a 

ridiculous price considering it is only about half way to 

Europe.  Harald then managed to get a much cheaper 

flight on Arik Airlines, a Nigerian based airline.   

The trip to Monrovia involved landing at Lagos, a port 

city in  Nigeria, and getting to experience the airport of 

this country.  Everybody always tells you that you 

should never hand your passport over to airport offi-

cials, but that is a lot easier said than done.  It took 

about 5 minutes for all five of us South Africans to be 

standing behind customs in Nigeria, while our pass-

ports were with some “official” who quickly disap-

peared out of sight.  I can’t say that I felt extremely 

welcome. 

Some time later the official fortunately reappeared, 

and we proceeded through the airport to check in 

again for the flight to Accra, Ghana.  A couple of Nige-

rian Star beers helped us to relax on the flight to Gha-

na, but it didn’t lift our spirits.  The entire stretch of 

coastline from Lagos to Accra looks like a mining 

dump.  Forestry has cleared virtually all stretches of 

indigenous vegetation, leaving nothing but bare 

ground and stumps where once there stood 80m high 

trees.  We arrived in Ghana and were greeted with a 

sky full of fruit bats that looked more like birds of prey 

The Liberia team at the St. Johns waterfall on the border of Guinea  
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than flying mammals.  These dog-sized bats, with wing 

spans of close to a metre, are well-known throughout 

Central and West Africa where they often form dense 

migrating flocks. 

The next morning we were finally off to Monrovia.  

Again, the landscape has been mostly destroyed, until 

you get close to the Liberian border.  All of a sudden 

there are stretches of fantastic natural bush.  From the 

air it is hard to estimate how tall these trees were, but 

at least they still had leaves and were not levelled to 

the ground.   

Liberia is a unique country in Afri-

ca.  It was the only American colo-

ny on the African continent, and 

when slavery trade came to an 

end, all of the freed slaves that 

were taken from all over West 

Africa, were sent back to one 

country, Liberia.  This obviously 

caused some internal conflict, and 

together with some other factors, 

resulted in violent unrest that 

started in 1980.  It soon became a 

civil war which lasted from 1989 

to 1996, and then a second wave 

from 1997 to 2003, when the infa-

mous Charles Taylor took control 

of the country.  It’s hard to imag-

ine that a small country like that 

can survive nearly 25 years of civil war, but it is only 

now that the UN is starting to withdraw their troops 

from the country.  It’s even harder to see a positive 

side in one of the most brutal wars known to date.  But 

there is a silver lining.  Because the war 

made it so difficult for international inves-

tors and big logging and mining companies 

to come in and exploit the natural re-

sources, Liberia still has a large part of their 

primary forests left intact.  It does raise the 

sad question: Are we as humans only able 

to protect the environment when we are 

distracted by violence? 

Safi met us at the airport, where we were 

also introduced to our two drivers, Emman-

uel and Prince, who were responsible for 

driving us around for the next 10 days.  

From there we departed for our accommo-

dation.  Moko’s Bed & Breakfast was a great 

choice, as it was not only clean and com-

fortable, but it was also close to one of the best restau-

rants that I have ever been to.  We went to Golden 

Beach that evening, and although it was  small and rus-

tic, eating barracuda steaks while sitting at a plastic 

table on the beach is not a bad way to kick off an Afri-

can adventure. 

The following morning we set off for a spot near the 

Sierra Leone border.  Safi arranged permission, and 

soon after that we were driving into open grasslands 

A Moth!  Family Sesiidae (Photo: André Coetzer) 

Charaxes anticlea (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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between huge palm trees with scenes that reminded me 

of the 2006 movie Blood Diamond, that played off in Si-

erra Leone (but was filmed in Mozambique).  Although 

the butterflies were not swarming, there were a couple 

of interesting ones around.  Notably were a couple of 

Epitolas, a group of mostly metallic blue Lycaenid butter-

flies which rank high on the list of most-frustrating-

butterflies-to-catch!  Some other species that will always 

excite South African Lepidopterists include the green 

false Acraea, Pseudacraea semire, the long-tailed Hy-

polycaena species, or as Harald called them “the forest 

fairies”, and of course no African trip would be perfect 

without a characteristic fly-by of a big Charaxes.  On this 

morning the big Charaxes was Charaxes hadrianus, a 

white Charaxes that had absolutely no plans to come 

within reach of our nets.  The drive to this locality took 

about 2 hours, and because we slept in Monrovia again 

that evening we couldn’t stay there as late as we would 

have liked. 

The following day we got to see more of the country.  It 

is claimed that the tiny country of Liberia still has more 

than 60% of the remaining West African forests.  One 

would find it hard to believe, as there are bags of char-

coaled wood and massive areas under rubber planta-

tions all the way from Monrovia to Ganta.  Only from 

there, where the tar road becomes a dirt road did we 

start driving through some patches of natural bush.  It’s 

the drive from Sanniquellie to Yekepa where you really 

realise and appreciate where you are.  The road leads 

along the Nimba mountain range, with kilometres of un-

dulating forest stretching in all directions.  The trees 

make South Africa’s big trees look rather small, with 

many of them reaching 70 to 80m high.  We eventually 

arrived at Alvino’s Motel, a little bed & breakfast in the 

mining town of Yekepa.  Although small and very isolat-

ed, this little bed and breakfast had everything we need-

ed.  Most of the rooms had a working air conditioner, 

and although they didn’t have running water for the first 

5 days, they put in a lot of effort to give each of us a 

Red glider (Cymothoe sangaris)  (Photo: André Coetzer) 

Forest fairy (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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bucket with water for a quick wash every evening.  

The food wasn’t bad either, although I did shed a tear 

or two eating the hot pepper chicken. 

But we definitely didn’t go to Liberia for the food and 

accommodation.  We went there for the butterflies.  

Safi took us into the forests the following morning, 

and although we were out before the butterflies real-

ly woke up, there was plenty to do. African monarchs 

(Danaus chrysippus) with white hindwings are quite 

rare in South Africa, yet further north they become 

the dominant form.  Every dark stretch of forest has a 

few forest fairies flying around.  One big problem 

with them is that there are probably around 5 or 6 

different species there, and these can’t easily be sep-

arated in the field so we had to collect as many of 

them as we could.  The foresters (Euphaedra and Be-

bearia spp.) frequently made an appearance, but they 

are very weary and one rarely got within striking dis-

tance, let alone photography distance.   

We dropped Jeremy and Chris off at the first hilltop, 

while myself, my father, Harald and Safi continued to 

the next hill top, hoping for a glimpse of the giant of 

the skies.  We were just about ready to return to the 

forest, when a big orange “bird” took off from some 

low vegetation.  Never in my life did I expect to see 

this magnificent butterfly, let alone on the first day of 

the trip.  The giant African Swallowtail (Papilio an-

timachus) is Africa’s largest butterfly.  It resembles an 

Acraea in colouration and pattern, but with a wing-

span ranging from 20-30cm it cannot readily be con-

fused with anything else.  This first specimen we saw 

behaved quite differently from other butterflies as 

well.  Quite often birds flying around hill tops will 

predate on butterflies, swooping down and nailing 

them in flight.  This butterfly did not seem too both-

ered by the presence of birds.  It would catch a ther-

mal and slowly glide up and to the edge of the forest.  

Occasionally it would swoop down to chase the black 

bee-eaters and swallows that were also in the vicini-

ty.  It was truly an incredible sight, and should be a 

bucket list item for anyone interested in butterflies!  

This male allowed us to watch and photograph him 

for quite a while.  He would return to one of a few 

perches on the hilltop, but always settled well within 

catching distance.  We all managed to get some pho-

tos and appreciate the beauty of this giant of the for-

ests.  The butterfly was still sitting on one of its 

perches about 1.5m from the ground, but it 

was as if the butterfly knew what was com-

ing. When I signalled to my father for a net, 

the swallowtail lazily took off, floating high-

er and higher until eventually disappearing 

from sight, never to return again.   Not that 

I really minded.  Although I got some nice 

photos, no image or specimen can describe 

the presence of this king of the hill top, 

slowly gliding, surveying his forest. 

 Although this was the highlight of the trip 

it was not the only species of butterfly we  

were after, and there was a large variety of 

species lower down in the forests.  Every 

now and then, while walking down the road leading 

through the forest, a very bright blue flash would 

zoom around you once or twice and then disappear.  

We soon realised that these were the giant Epitolas, 

Epitola pothumus and E.urania.  These blues are 

about the size of an average Nymphalid butterfly   

such as a painted lady or a big yellow pansy, and yet 

despite their size they are incredibly difficult to fol-

low.  Eventually we worked out that they are attract-

ed to any blue object, and when the first blue flash 

appears, step back and throw your water bottle on 

the ground.  On many occasions the butterflies would 

return to investigate, which gave you one chance at 

catching them.   

Palla species (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Other special species that brightened up the forest in-

clude Charaxes zingha, the green swordtails (Graphium 

tynderaeus), and of course plenty of Acraeas, skippers 

and other Nymphalids to keep us entertained for hours 

on end. 

On the third day, we went to a community forest.  It is 

on the Eastern side of the Nimba Mountains, and is at a 

lower altitude than the forests where we had spent the 

first two days.  The butterflies were slightly different as 

well, with many more Euphaedras and Cymothoes that 

drifted along the narrow forest paths.  In general, they 

were quite difficult to approach, but we created a num-

ber of pee-spots along the paths (yes, it sounds dis-

gusting but it was worth it).  In humidity such as those 

found in the Liberian forests you drink a lot of water, 

but you sweat out most of it very quickly.  Nature 

doesn’t call very often… which is why you have to make 

the most of it every morning by strategically peeing at 

specific spots.   

These pee-spots attracted butterflies from all different 

families.  Red gliders (Cymothoe sangaris and 

C.mabbilei), large blue diadems (Hypolimnas salmacis), 

and many others swarmed to fight over the salt supple-

ments that we deposited on the ground. The banana 

bait traps didn’t work as well as we had hoped, but the 

odd flame-bordered Charaxes, Charaxes protoclea 

would visit them, along with the Palla species, Charax-

es numenes and C. ameliae, and then of course large 

numbers of Euriphenes.  After our successful day at 

Cold Water we went to thank the local chief.  It in-

volved a meeting in a small little hut, with many little 

faces peeking through the windows, 

while we try and swallow cola ber-

ries that were offered as a gift.   

The next few days were spent 

around Yekepa and towards the east.  

Several interesting butterflies were 

found, including a species completely 

new to science caught by Chris Dob-

son.  Harald managed to catch a 

mating pair of Lycaenids, where the 

female of that species had also never 

been matched to the male, and I got 

a stunning Hypophytala elais as well as many stunning 

photographs.  In total we managed to collect over 300 

species of butterflies during our stay at Yekepa, includ-

ing quite a few that were new records for the area and 

a couple that were new records for the country as well.  

The data collected will be included in Safi’s report to 

Arcelor Mittal about the diversity of the area, and 

hopefully this will contribute to future protection of 

the forests in that area.    

It’s a strange feeling writing this article, 6 months after 

returning from Liberia.  In the last 6 months the coun-

try that we came to know has made news headlines 

several times.  But unlike most other Central and West 

African countries that have been on the news lately 

because of wars, dictators and terrorism, Liberia was 

featuring because of an outbreak of the Ebola virus.  So 

far more than 1400 people have died in the greater 

area, and the virus is still not under control.  If we had 

planned the trip for a month later, we quite possibly 

would have called it off as it may just have been too 

risky.  From this, a very valuable lesson was learnt: if 

you ever get the opportunity to visit any place in the 

world, but especially in Africa, grab that opportunity as 

soon as possible! You never know when a war, unrest, 

a virus or simply the weather will render a trip undoa-

ble, and there is so much to see that entire lifetimes of 

research, let alone 2 week holidays, cannot scratch the 

surface!  

Western Striped Forester (Euphaedra gausapi) (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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by Graham Henning 

Brenton Blue  / Brenton bloutjie (Orachrysops niobe)  (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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This is the first in a series of articles about Lepidoptera 

conservation in South Africa in which we investigate 

interesting aspects of how, when and why some Lepi-

doptera become threatened and thereby require the 

intervention of conservationist to preserve them for 

future generations. 

Scientists have spent centuries trying to destroy insect 

populations harmful to man’s crops or well-being. So 

far mans’ efforts have proven fruitless. None of the 

target species have ever gone extinct despite the bil-

lions of rands spent. Insect populations are extremely 

resilient, for example one 

female Acraea butterfly was 

observed to lay a pile of 

more than five hundred 

eggs in one sitting. Females 

of the Widow Browns have 

been seen to shoot a 

stream of hundreds of tiny 

eggs into the base of a tuft 

of grass while in flight. Only 

two of these progeny are 

required to reach adulthood 

to keep the population in 

balance. The rest are con-

sumed at all life history stages, as eggs, larvae, pupae 

and then as adults. Insect populations are kept in bal-

ance by other insects or by nature’s mechanisms to 

protect itself from the ravages of the insect popula-

tions. There are so many types of animals that eat in-

sects as a primary or secondary diet that the term in-

sectivore is used to cover all these creatures. There are 

even a number of insectivorous plants such as the Ve-

nus Fly-trap. Insects are small but occur in enormous 

numbers. There are over a million described species 

and they make up a very large part of the animal bio-

mass of the planet. 

POPULATION DYNAMICS OF LEPIDOPTERA 

How is this enormous potential population kept in 

check? Firstly, Lepidoptera populations are largely con-

trolled by parasitoids. A parasitoid is an organism that 

spends its larval stages feeding within or on  a host, 

such as the larval stages of Lepidoptera. Parasitoids 

feed on the internal structures of a single host in a par-

asitic relationship, however, unlike a typical parasite, it 

eventually kills and consumes most of the host. Parasi-

toids of Lepidoptera eggs, larvae and pupae are largely 

tachinid flies of the Order Diptera (Flies), Family 

Tachinidae, and  the Order Hymenoptera (Ants), spe-

cifically wasps in the suborder Apocrita, such as the 

chalcidoid wasps (superfamily Chalcidoidea) and the 

ichneumon wasps (superfamily Ichneumonoidea). The 

early stages and adults of Lepidoptera are also preyed 

upon by other insects such as robber flies (family Asi-

lidae) and preying mantids (Order Mantidae) as well as 

many mammals such as rodents and bats. In some cas-

es when the parasitoid/

host ratio is not in balance 

huge overpopulations can 

occur. If these overpopula-

tions are left unchecked 

the habitat or ecosystem 

would be devastated.  

However, nature has im-

provised by forcing the 

overpopulation to migrate. 

This is possibly triggered by 

a particular pheromone 

released by conspecifics or 

perhaps by the touch of so 

many other larvae, or by the amount of frass(larval 

dung) in a feeding area. This leads to a change in the 

emerging adult and causes a large proportion of the 

population to fly away together. This can be seen by 

the mass migrations of the Brown-veined White 

(Witgat-witjie, Belenois aurota), which fly across South 

Africa. This is termed a “Reduction Migration” (Henning 

1986) as opposed to a true animal migration. This is 

based on the objective of the activity, the objective 

being to reduce the population, whereas in true migra-

tions the objective is to temporarily move an entire 

population from any locations which have become un-

suitable, to more suitable locations and back again 

when conditions change. 

SURVIVAL STRATEGIES OF THREATENED LEPIDOPTERA 

Now that we have made some observations about the 

population dynamics of Lepidoptera how does this 

affect threatened species? Species continuously adapt 

and change in response to an ever changing environ-

ment. Some become generalists with many habitats 

African Veined Tip (Bontarabier, Colotis vesta) larva with 

parasitic wasp pupae (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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and food sources utilized while others become special-

ists whose needs become more and more restricted to 

a particular niche or environment. Once these condi-

tions become too arduous then the old adage “adapt 

or die” comes into play. The more specialised or so-

phisticated the adaptation the further away from safe-

ty it moves until extinction occurs. 

Some species are more prone to extinction because of 

their inherent biological characteristics. Such species 

usually include the very localised myrmecophilous (ant-

associated) species (Henning 1983, Henning 1988, 

Henning 1997, Samways 1993, Henning 2001). These 

species use only one or a very few plant species as host 

plants for their larvae as well as requiring the presence 

of specific ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) or scale 

insects (Homoptera) either as a food source or to form 

symbiotic relationships. Such species are largely found 

in the family Lycaenidae (Clark & Dickson 1971, Hen-

ning 1983, Cottrell 1984). In South Africa vegetation 

studies at habitats of localised butterfly species have 

shown that they inhabit specialised niche 

environments with a combination of plant species and 

physiognomy that promotes a specific microclimate 

(Deutschländer & Bredenkamp 1999, Terblanche et al. 

2003, Edge et al. 2008a). Thus, being confined to a 

limited area, these species are particularly vulnerable 

to disturbances of their preferred habitat. The building 

of a house, the construction of a road or the ploughing 

of a field could lead to the extinction of a rare species 

confined to a single locality (Henning et al. 2009). 

Ant association works in various ways and to various 

degrees. Some species emit a pheromone which will 

merely keep the ants from attacking them while they 

are feeding on their host plants, genera such as Eu-

chrysops and Anthene.  The method utilized by the 

genus Chrysoritis (similar methods are used by other 

Aphnaeini) are more complex. The eggs are usually laid 

singly on the foodplant, usually in the presence of ant 

trails of the host ant. The butterfly larva release a 

pheromone which mimics the brood pheromone of the 

host ant. The first and second instar larvae remain 

amongst the food plant foliage, resting on stems or 

feeding on leaves attended by the host ant.  Later 

instar larvae shelter closer to the ground hidden at the 

base of the food-plant or in crevices in rocks nearby.  

Larvae can also be found sheltering in a corral made by 

the host ant among the debris beneath the food-plant 

or in crevices in nearby rocks. The larva leaves the 

corral at dusk to feed on the foliage of the food-plant.  

To ensure the host ants remained in attendance and 

alert, the larva produces a mimic of the ants’ alarm 

pheromone, as was demonstrated for Aloeides dentatis 

(Roodepoort Copper, Roodepoort kopervlerkie) when 

they left their host ants’ nest to feed (see S.F. Henning, 

1983). Pupation in the wild takes place in the corral or 

in a crevice where the larva has sheltered (Heath & 

Pringle, 2007). Some species have been recorded to 

beg for food by acting like an ant larvae in 

what is known as a “cuckoo” strategy.  

The most complex ant-association is that of 

the Large Blues in Europe and Africa, includ-

ing the African genus Lepidochrysops.  

Large Blue butterfly larvae exhibit a form of 

parasitism in which they take advantage of 

a host species, this being the specific spe-

cies of ant. The female lays her eggs on a 

specific plant species, such as Ocimum 

(Becium) and after about 3 weeks, larvae 

begin to hatch and feed on the seeds and 

flowers of the food-plant. The larvae will 

stay on its food-plant until its 4th instar, 

whereby they begin to wander or drop to 

the ground. The larvae will search out the 

host ant by finding the ant trails and will 

attract the ants by secreting chemicals that 
Forest Hairtail (Bos-kortstertjie, Anthene larydas) larva with associated 

ants (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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mimic the pheromones of their respective host ant. 

The purpose of such behavior is to mimic the phero-

mones of ant larvae that will become workers in the 

future. By successfully mimicking ant larvae, the butter-

fly larvae are taken back to the host ant nest and fed 

by the ants as part of their brood. They also resemble 

the ant larvae physically by curling up like an ant larva 

to allow the ant to transport them. Once in the ant 

nest the butterfly larvae will either become a predator 

of the ant larvae or beg for food using the “cuckoo” 

strategy. The “cuckoo” method is viewed as a more 

viable strategy as studies in Europe have found more 

larvae per nest of “cuckoo” larvae than of predator 

larvae.  Once in the nest, the larvae will also use acous-

tic mimicry in order to further placate and manipulate 

the ants. The Large Blue larvae, which use the Cuckoo 

strategy, stay in close contact with the ants by continu-

ally emitting a noise similar to that of the ant queen in 

order to subjugate the worker ants.These larvae are 

fed by the worker ants and are given preferential treat-

ment over the other ant larvae and the ants will even 

kill their own larvae to feed to the butterfly larvae and 

will rescue the butterfly larvae first in the face of dan-

ger. 

One must realize how specialised this adaption is and 

how fraught with the danger of extinction these butter-

flies must be should any of the strands of this intricate 

web be broken. However, many species seem to thrive 

under these conditions. But most of the recorded ex-

tinctions belong to this guild of butterflies. 

LEGISLATION, RED LISTING AND CONSERVATION INITI-

ATIVES 

The initial approach by conservation to threatened 

butterfly species was to legislate against the collection 

of certain species, and restrict access to certain re-

serves, and some of this legislation is still applicable. 

This has fortunately changed to reflect a co-operative 

alliance between the knowledgeable amateurs and the 

conservation authorities allowing both to benefit from 

the involvement of the other. The concept of habitat 

conservation was probably first brought to the fore 

with the publication of the first South African Red Data 

Book—butterflies (S.F. Henning & G.A. Henning 1989) 

published as a report of the Committee for Nature 

Conservation National Programme for Ecosystem 

Research (South African National Scientific 

Programmes Report No. 158) and was issued by the 

Foundation for Research Development, Council for 

Scientific and Industrial Research. This was the first Red 

Data Book on African insects and generated considera-

ble interest in both conservation and entomological 

circles in Africa and overseas.This Red Data Book was 

later supplemented by two short publications by the 

authors, which revised and updated some taxa (G.A. 

Henning & S.F. Henning 1992b, 1995) and later revised 

by Henning et al. 2009 and in the Red List and Atlas by 

Mecenero et al. 2013b. Some protection is afforded by 

agencies such as CITES (the Convention on Internation-

al Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flo-

ra) which is an international agreement between gov-

ernments to ensure that international trade in speci-

mens of wild animals and plants does not threaten 

their survival. No African Lepidoptera species are listed 

in CITES. The Conservation of Rare and Endangered 

Lepidoptera (COREL) is an initiative by the Lepidopter-

ists’ Society of Africa to investigate the conservation 

options of our 15 Critically Endangered Lepidoptera. 

The National Environmental Management: Biodiversity 

Act (No. 10 of 2004), (NEMBA) provides for a listing of 

species as threatened or protected. If a species is listed 

as threatened, it must be further classified as critically 

endangered, endangered or vulnerable. One Butterfly 

species is currently listed, Aloeides clarki (Coega cop-

per, Coega kopervlerkie). The IUCN (International Un-

ion for Conservation of Nature) is the standard used for 

Red Listing. 

THREATS TO LEPIDOPTERA POPULATIONS 

The Lepidoptera live in a complicated network of physi-

cal, chemical and environmental pressures to which 

they have evolved over thousands of years. To repli-

cate such conditions artificially, in a sustainable way, is 

near impossible. Therefore these conditions must be 

retained in a natural habitat. The primary cause of loss 

or decline of Lepidoptera populations as well as other 

insects is habitat destruction or modification (Pyle et al. 

1981, New 1997, Henning et al. 2009, Mecenero et al. 

2013a). Habitat conservation is key to Lepidoptera 

conservation, especially for those highly specialised 

Lepidoptera (Henning 1987, Kudrna 1995, Larsen 1995, 

Munguira 1995, New 1995, Opler 1995, Pullin et al. 

1995, Thomas 1995, Warren 1995, Henning 2001, Ball 

2006, Henning et al 2009, Mecenero et al 2013a). The 
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importance of habitat conservation is a feature of the 

National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act 

of 2004 (NEMBA 2004). 

Lepidoptera with special needs are more prone to 

extinction because of these specialised requirements, 

these include the myrmecophilous (ant-associated) 

species (Henning 1983, Henning 1988, Henning 1997, 

Samways 1993, Henning 2001). These localised Lepi-

doptera species are not only bio-indicators of special-

ised ecosystems, but by monitoring them they can also 

indicate other threats to the ecosystem. Habitat loss or 

modification arises when any of the specialised 

requirements for a Lepidoptera species are affected. 

These specialised requirements could be abiotic 

conditions, such as temperature, humidity, chemical 

composition of soil or water, presence of air or water 

pollutants; or food resources for either larvae and 

adults, or biological associations with ants, Homoptera, 

water-stressed plants etc. 

Habitat loss and modification can increase the risk of 

extinction for some species by leading to small 

population sizes and isolation within a metapopulation 

which are then vulnerable to loss of genetic variation, 

limited gene flow and genetic drift. Not only is the 

conservation of habitat quality important, but also the 

maintenance of gene flow. The subpopulations of a 

species should be linked through habitat corridors for 

the exchange of individuals so that gene flow may oc-

cur (Pryke & Samways 2003) and genetic loss and ge-

netic drift is reduced. 

Direct threats to the habitat include agriculture, 

pesticides and forestry, mining and industrial 

developments and pollution, urbanisation and invasive 

aliens, and altered ecological processes such as 

inappropriate fire or grazing regimes which cause the 

loss, modification and fragmentation of natural 

habitats important to the survival of insects, including 

Lepidoptera (Ball 2006, Henning et al. 2009, New 

2009). Indirect impacts, such as global warming also 

threaten Lepidoptera populations (Hill et al. 2002). 

Commercial exploitation of Lepidoptera is not a 

problem in South Africa. The large, colourful species 

generally used commercially overseas are from tropical 

rainforests.  Forest habitats available in southern Africa 

are patchy and restricted in comparison with those in 

central Africa or in the Far East, and so contain fewer 

commercially viable species and are therefore not con-

ducive to exploitation of this nature (Henning et al. 

2009).  

The standard conservation organisation for the 

protection of threatened species is the IUCN. The IUCN 

Red List Categories and Criteria are intended to be an 

easily and widely understood system for classifying 

species at high risk of global extinction. The general 

aim of the system is to provide an explicit, objective 

framework for the classification of the broadest range 

of species according to their extinction risk.  

 

IUCN CATEGORIES – RED LIST: 

EXTINCT (EX) 

A taxon is Extinct when there is no reasonable doubt 

that the last individual has died. A taxon is presumed 

Extinct when exhaustive surveys in known and/or ex-

pected habitat, at appropriate times (diurnal, seasonal, 

annual), throughout its historic range have failed to 

record an individual. Surveys should be over a time 

frame appropriate to the taxon’s life cycle and life 

form. 

Xerces Blue 
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According to the IUCN only three butterfly species have 

been recorded as Extinct, and these are: 

Family: Lycaenidae 

· Xerces Blue (Glaucopsyche  xerces (Boisduval, 

1852)) from the USA. 

· Bashee River Buff (Deloneura immaculata 

Trimen, 1868, Bashee-rivier geelvlerkie) from 

South Africa. 

· Lost Nimble Blue (Lepidochrysops hypopolia 

(Trimen, 1887), Verlore ratsbloutjie) from 

South Africa. 

There are six species with extinct subspecies, and these 

are: 

Family: Lycaenidae 

· British Large Copper (Lycaena dispar dispar 

(Haworth, 1803)) from the UK.  

· British Large Blue (Maculinea arion eutyphron 

(Fruhstorfer, 1915)) from the UK.  

· Scarce Large Blue (Maculinea teleius burdiga-

lensis) from France. 

· Silver-studded Blue (Plebejus argus masseyi) 

from the UK. 

· Tygerberg Monkey Blue (Lepidochrysops 

methymna dicksoni Tite, 1964) from South 

Africa (not yet listed in Wikipedia). 

Family: Papilionidae 

· Danish Clouded Apollo (Parnassius mnemosyne 

bang-haasi (Bryk, 1922)) from Denmark. 

DISCUSSION OF EXTINCT SPECIES 

Glaucopsyche  xerces Boisduval, 1852, Xerces Blue 

The only recorded extinct species not from South Africa 

is the Xerces Blue, Glaucopsyche xerces 

The Xerxes Blue lived in coastal sand dunes of the Sun-

set District of San Francisco. The Xerces Blue is believed 

to be the first American butterfly species to become 

extinct as a result of  habitat loss caused by urban de-

velopment. The last Xerces Blue was seen in the early 

1940’s on land that is part of Golden Gate National 

Recreation Area. The butterfly's food plants belonged 

to the genera Lotus and Lupinus. The Xerces Blue was 

probably associated with ants in its larval stages as part 

of a symbiotic relationship. One of the theories regard-

ing the extinction of the species is that with human 

settlement in the Bay Area, new species of ant were 

in-

troduced which slowly replaced the existing ant species 

within the butterfly's habitat.  

Deloneura immaculata Trimen, 1868, Bashee River 

Buff, Bashee-rivier geelvlerkie 

The type locality is the Bashee River (Mbashe), 

(Kaffraria) in the Eastern Cape of South Africa. It has 

only been recorded from a single, fairly remote locality 

near Fort Bowker, overlooking the Mbashe River. Only 

three female specimens have ever been collected, all at 

Two specimens of Deloneura immaculata in the SAM 

Deloneura immaculata, Bashee River Buff 
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the type locality. The first specimen was collected on 

27 December 1863, and the other two during the 

remaining days before 1 January 1864. The species has 

not been seen again, notwithstanding the fact that its 

discoverer, Colonel J.H. Bowker, remained camped in 

the area for several months. He himself described the 

insect as very rare, and only appearing for a few days. 

In addition, he stated that specimens were also most 

difficult to procure, owing to their habit of ‘whirling 

slowly with flapping wings round the tops of trees, 

rising and falling, sailing away and returning’. He was 

struck by its resemblance to the ‘yellow tree-moth’, 

which is common in the forests of the area. Of the 

three known specimens, two are in the South African 

Museum (SAM) in Cape Town, and one is in The 

Natural History Museum (BMNH) in London (Henning 

et al. 2009). The Natural History Museum specimen is 

pictured in D’Abrera  2009:662. 

The species is presumed extinct, so there are no 

threats. The apparent disappearance of Deloneura 

immaculata is possibly a case of extinction due to 

natural habitat change.  

Deloneura immaculata is the type species of the genus 

Deloneura, which is purely Afrotropical in distribution, 

and now consists of six species and two subspecies. 

Bush Buff (D. millari millari Trimen) is known to occur 

in South Africa, along the entire eastern coastal region, 

from Kouga northwards to Kosi Bay. As such it 

probably now occurs along the Bashee River as well.  

Whether this is a recent extention of its range due to 

global warming is a matter of conjecture. Similar 

comments as on the following species (L. hypopolia) 

regarding the wing markings appearing to be bleached, 

all the other species of Deloneura have brown 

markings, however the legs of Deloneura immaculata 

are brown, see below. However, different pigments 

react differently to stimuli. The specimens of this 

species and Lepidochrysops hypopolia have been killed 

chemically by cyanide or some other killing agent as 

was the tradition at the time, and as can be seen by 

the condition of the thorax of the specimens 

concerned. The size of the specimen pictured in 

Pennington’s Butterflies, and generally associated with 

this species, is much larger than the other two 

specimens. Deloneura millari also shows a range of 

sizes and this is probably due to the quality of the food 

of the individual specimens. 

 

Lepidochrysops hypopolia Trimen & Bowker, 1887, 

Lost Nimble Blue, Verlore ratsbloutjie 

The type specimens are from Blue Bank, near 

Ladysmith in KwaZulu-Natal (two males caught by 

Walter Morant on 21 September 1870), and  the third 

specimen is from near Potchefstroom (North West 

Province) (one male caught by Thomas Ayres in 1879). 

No females are known. All three specimens are 

pictured in Pennington’s Butterflies of Southern Africa 

(Pringle et al. 1994), one of the Morant specimens has 

a piece of cork for a body. 

The Morant specimens are in The Natural History 

Museum (BMNH), London, and the Ayres specimen is 

in the South African Museum (SAM), Cape Town. 

No verified specimens have been seen since 1879. 

There are only three known specimens of this taxon, all 

males. The undersurfaces of the specimens are lighter 

(more ‘hoary’) than the closely related Lepidochrysops 

praeterita Swanepoel. There was some speculation 

that the three known specimens were possibly 

chemically bleached examples of L. praeterita (G.A. 

Henning, pers. comm. 2004). If this is the case, than 

the two taxa are conspecific. However, the upper 

surfaces are not bleached and the outer margins of the 

forewings of the male specimens appear to be more 

convex than in L. praeterita. The probability that two 

so closely related species should inhabit the same 

locality, a century apart, is extremely remote. The 

nearest relative to these two taxa is Lepidochrysops 

lotana some four hundred kilometers to the north. 

Whether some climatic or other occurence has 

changed these species in the almost hundred years 

between L. hypopolia and L. praeterita is a matter of 

conjecture. The Blue Bank locality in ‘Natal’ of the 

‘types’ has never yielded any specimens although 

there was apparently a locality called “Blue Bank” near 

Potchefstroom.  There has been a report of a single 

female collected by C. W. Morrison near Estcourt in 

Lost Nimble Blue (Lepidopchrysops hypopolia), Potchefstroom 1879, Ayres, SAM. 
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KwaZulu-Natal but the whereabouts of the specimen is 

unknown and the report is unconfirmed. 

According to Wikipedia “The species is only known 

from two complete male specimens, and one partial 

male specimen (a leg)”. This is erroneous and appar-

ently results from the label of the Ayres specimen 

bearing the abbreviation Leg. which means “Legacy” 

probably because Ayres did not actually catch the spec-

imen or he felt at the time that this was the correct 

way to write a label.   

Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni Tite 1964, 

Tygerberg Monkey Blue 

The subspecies was known from the Tygerberg Hills, 

north-east of Cape Town. The range was about 4 km2. 

The butterfly was noted to oviposit on a Selago species 

(Scrophulariaceae) (Dickson, pers. comm. 1989). The 

larvae presumably had an obligate ant 

association, similar to the nominate subspecies 

Lepidochrysops methymna methymna 

(Claassens 1974, 1976). It has not been seen 

for about 50 years. The area where breeding 

occurred (north-western side) was destroyed 

by wheat farming (Dickson, pers. comm. 1989). 

Apparently the destruction of the only known 

colony was due to the cultivated lands on the 

hillsides eventually extending up the hill and 

encompassing the breeding grounds, thereby 

destroying the ant colonies and food plants. It 

has not been found on any of the other 

summits of the Tygerberg range. Parts of the 

Tygerberg Hills are in a Municipal (Tygerberg) Reserve. 

(Henning et al. 2009). 

The other species in the Methymna group which 

sometimes show this amount of blue on the upperside 

is Lepidochrysops variabilis (Variable Nimble Blue, 

Verneuker ratsbloutjie), which is found all across the 

eastern parts of South Africa from the Mpumalanga 

Drakensberg to the Cape Peninsula, not far from the 

Tygerberg Hills. One may speculate that the 

extraordinarily diverse uppersides and quite variable 

undersides may be the result of a hybrid population 

between L. methymna and L. titei which may not have 

had the vigour to survive. 

References may be found in Wikipedia, the South 

African Red Data Book - Butterflies (Henning et al. 

2009) and the Red List and Atlas (Mecenero et al. 

2013b).   

A series of Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni showing the variation in upperside colour. 
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by Jeremy Dobson 

Saffron Sapphire / Geel-saffier (Iolaus pallene) (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Introduction 

The South African Butterfly Conservation Assessment 

(SABCA) project commenced in 2007 and was complet-

ed in 2011; data-collection was concluded in 2010. As 

Chairman of the Gauteng Butterfly and Moth Club 

(subsequently extended to include the Free State and 

North West Provinces and renamed the Highveld 

Butterfly and Moth Club), I was tasked with coordi-

nating the SABCA survey of Gauteng; surveys of other 

provinces were similarly allocated to branch chairmen, 

or where no LepSoc branch existed, were undertaken 

by volunteers. 

Gauteng 

Gauteng (“Place of Gold”) is the smallest and most 

densely populated province in South Africa.  Approxi-

mately 8 million people live in an area of 17  010 km2; 

less than 1.5% of the total SABCA study area. Very little 

undisturbed habitat – perhaps less than 5% of the land 

area – remains intact. In terms of its natural vegetation 

type, Gauteng is predominantly Highveld grassland 

with bushveld areas in the northern parts. Small pock-

ets of kloof-forest and wetlands occur in the province.  

Despite the high incidence of urbanization, about 220 

butterfly species have been recorded from the prov-

ince, although only about 150 could be considered resi-

dent species. Included on the Gauteng list are rare and 

endangered butterfly species, such as the 

Roodepoort Copper (Aloeides dentatis denta-

tis, Roodepoort kopervlerkie), Highveld gold-

en opal (Chrysoritis aureus, Hoëveld goue-

opaal), Black-spotted Blue (Orachrysops 

mijburghi, Vleiland bloutjie), Highveld Blue 

(Lepidochrysops praeterita, Hoëveld 

ratsbloutjie), Spring Hopper (Platylesches 

dolomitica, Lente-springertjie) and the Marsh 

Sylph (Metisella meninx, Moeras walsertjie). 

In terms of the SABCA study, the province 

had the advantage of being home to the larg-

est number of active lepidopterists in South 

Africa. In addition, its relatively small size 

meant that undertaking a comprehensive butterfly sur-

vey was a far less daunting prospect than for many, 

more remote areas. A further advantage was that a fair 

amount of data already existed, as a result of butterfly 

collecting by local lepidopterists, as well as Provincial 

Government research projects by Graham Henning and 

others.  

 Negative factors included the large proportion of built-

up areas, degraded or fully agriculturally utilized habi-

tats, as well as the very real threat to physical safety 

while surveying many parts of the province.  

Survey Method 

To rationalise data compilation, the province was divid-

ed up into a grid of 44 blocks. The blocks were defined 

by quarter-degree coordinates, approximately 25 km 

Jeremy Dobson 

Speaks for itself (Photo: Jeremy Dobson) 

Marsh Sylph / Moeras-walsertjie (Metisella meninx) (Photo: Jeremy Dobson) 
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by 25 km in size.  All blocks, which contained 

even a small portion of Gauteng’s footprint, 

were included in the model. Effectively, the 

study area increased by about 60%, from 17 

000 km2 within the Gauteng provincial 

boundary, to 27 500 km2 within the new 

grid. 

I decided not to rigidly adhere to the provin-

cial boundary lines as, firstly, a boundary 

means little to a flying insect and secondly, 

the boundaries are poorly defined in places 

and also tend to change!  

The survey-blocks were demarcated by alphabetical 

and numerical grids, similar to an Excel spreadsheet; 

Google Earth and Google Maps were used extensively, 

in order to find potential localities. 

Many well-known localities had been visited extensive-

ly, because rare or desirable species were found there. 

It was found that the records of common and wide-

spread species from these areas were far from com-

plete. 

The block maps used are shown on the following page. 

I received records from many people, including Her-

mann Staude, Dave McDermott, Martin Kruger, JP 

Niehaus, the Coetzers, Peter Roos, and Ian Engel-

brecht. To these (and others who I may have forgotten) 

– thank you! 

It’s fair to say however, that most of the data is my 

own, with help from my regular assistants, Mark Wil-

liams and Chris Dobson.  

 

We travelled well in excess of 50  000 km during the 

course of the Gauteng SABCA survey; approximately 

150 field-trips, taking in all of the survey-blocks on at 

least 3 occasions. 

Unfortunately, much of the survey data has not found 

its way into LepiBase or the VM – my fault, for not sub-

mitting data in the requested format.  

Nonetheless, the data exists and is freely available. 

The block-maps below represent a graphical before-

and-after depiction of the survey; once again this is 

based mainly on my data, or data that was available to 

me; it doesn’t necessarily reflect an accurate picture, 

but I think it gives a reasonable idea. 

 

Gauteng in quarter degrees (Photo: Jeremy Dobson) 

Data sampling points (Photo: Jeremy Dobson) 

Highveld Golden Opal / Hoëveld goue-opaal (Chrysoritis aureus) (Photo: Jeremy Dobson) 
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Reflections 

Not surprisingly, there were many uninspiring days, 

spent surveying degraded habitat, frequently in poten-

tially dangerous areas. The good days more than made 

up for this however; I’ve summarized some of my 

better memories below. 

Highveld Blue (Lepidochrysops praeterita, Hoëveld 

ratsbloutjie): 

A couple of years before SABCA, Chris and I found (to 

my knowledge) the strongest known colony of the 

Highveld Blue, near Hillshaven. During the course of 

the survey, we located another three reasonably ro-

bust colonies. This, I believe, has changed the picture 

somewhat regarding the conservation status of this 

species. 

Nonetheless, the Highveld Blue is almost entirely en-

demic to Gauteng and is certainly a potentially threat-

ened butterfly. The Highveld Butterfly and Moth Club 

has adopted Lepidochrysops praeterita as its flagship 

butterfly and is currently busy with plans to manage its 

conservation. 

 

Spring Hopper (Platylesches dolomitica, Lente-

springertjie) 

Chris, Mark and I spent many years looking for this 

butterfly, with very limited success. In September 2009, 

in the Magaliesberg, we came to the conclusion that, 

despite its name, this species does not hilltop and has 

no real association with Dolomite.  

Armed with this knowledge, subsequent searches were 

more focused and we have managed to find at least 

four new localities. 

The Hilltop Hopper is probably not threatened, alt-

hough, at present, we know very little about its conser-

vation status or distribution. This is largely because of 

its close resemblance to the Peppered Hopper 

(Platylesches ayresii, Gepeperde springertjie). 

Roodepoort Copper (Aloeides dentatis dentatis, Roo-

depoort kopervlerkie) 

This butterfly has followed me from Gauteng to Mpu-

malanga, the Free State and the Eastern Cape; I had 

found a few colonies at Kliprivier and Suikerbosrand in 

the first year of my – relatively brief - butterfly career. 

 

2007 2014 

Swamp Nimble Blue / Vlei-ratsbloutjie (Lepidochrysops letsea) ; Chequered ranger / Blokkies-wagterjie (Kedestes lepenula) 

Mountain Sylph / Berg-walsertjie (Metisella aegipan) (Photos: Jeremy Dobson) 

Block maps showing effort spent 

  
 

No data 

  
 

Less than 3 visits or less than 50% of 

estimated number of species 

  
 

Species < 30 

  
 

Species 30 < 60 

  
 

Species 60 < 90 

  
 

Species > 90 
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During the course of the SABCA survey, we located an-

other five colonies - which of these represent the nom-

inate species, or subspecies maseruna I’m uncertain. 

Marsh Sylph (Metisella meninx, Moeras walsertjie) 

The Marsh Sylph proved to be fairly elusive for the first 

year or so of the survey and we were unable to find 

many new colonies. 

Gradually the picture became clearer: the species is 

much more common in the East Rand than in the West 

and has successfully survived intensive agricultural de-

velopment by being restricted to ribbons of wetland 

within these zones.   

Highveld golden opal (Chrysoritis aureus, Hoëveld 

goue-opaal) 

This butterfly and Black-spotted Blue (Orachrysops 

mijburghi, Vleiland bloutjie) Mijburgh’s Blue 

(Orachrysops mijburghi) are probably the rarest butter-

flies having core populations within the Gauteng re-

gion. We found a single colony of Chrysoritis aureus 

south-west of Balfour (just outside the provincial 

boundary) and drew a complete blank with Orachrys-

ops mijburghi. Interestingly, there is a colony of Bur-

nished Opal (Chrysoritis chrysaor, Besembos goue-

opaal), about 10km from the aureus locality.  

Swamp Nimble Blue (Lepidochrysops letsea, Vlei-

ratsbloutjie) 

Chris and I spent a lot of time looking for this butterfly; 

it appeared to have disappeared from the locality 

north of Rosslyn – previously, the only known site in 

Gauteng. 

We eventually found it in November 2008, 5 km NE of 

Rosslyn – only 4 km from its former locality as the crow 

flies, but 10 km by road. 

Losberg 

We first visited Losberg (Block B7 of the survey map) in 

February 2008. To our surprise we found good num-

bers of Chequered Ranger (Kedestes lepenula, Blokkies 

wagtertjie), Bushveld Sandman (Spialia colotes trans-

vaaliae, Bosveld sandmannetjie) and Silver-spotted 

Grey (Crudaria leroma, Spikkel-valetjie); not rare spe-

cies admittedly, but certainly not common butterflies in 

Gauteng. To round off a memorable day, on the way 

back from Losberg, we found a colony of Aloeides den-

tatis near Sebokeng. 

Loding 

I stumbled upon the Loding locality in January 

2010 - I’d visited the surrounding areas before, 

as Shepherd's Trees (Boscia albitrunca, Witgat) 

occur there, with an associated large number 

of Whites (Pieridae). 

This has proved proven to be the most species-

rich locality in the Gauteng survey area, con-

taining 116-species (and counting); disap-

pointingly, it is 3 km beyond the provincial bor-

der! 

Roodepoort Copper / Roodepoort kopervlerkie (Aloeides dentatis) ; Spring Hopper / Lente walsertjie (Platylesches dolomitica) 

Ghost Brown / Skimbruintjie (Coenyropsis natalii) (Photos: Jeremy Dobson) 

Bushveld Purple Tip / Bosveld-perspuntjie(Colotis ione) (Photo: Jeremy Dobson) 
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Interestingly butterflies found at Loding include Van 

Son’s Blue (Lepidochrysops vansoni),  

Darker Commodore (Precis antilopeantelope, Rooibok-

blaarvlerk) and Northern Basuto Skolly (Thestor basu-

tus capeneri, Noordelike Basoetoe-skollie). It is also 

one of the few localities in the region where you can 

find Osiris Smoky Blue (Euchrysops osiris osiris, Osiris 

dowwe-bloutjie), Tailed Black-eye (Leptomyrina hirun-

do, Langstert swartogie), Ghost Brown (Coenyropsis 

natalii natalii, Skimbruintjie) and at least 10-species of 

Tips (Colotis). 

KwaMhlanga  

Also in 2010, I explored the area NE of KwaMhlanga for 

the first time (a potential locality that I’d driven past on 

several previous occasions without stopping). This has 

proven to be a very productive spot, resident species 

including Olive Nimble Blue (Lepidochrysops rossouwi, 

Groen-blou ratsbloutjie) and the Spring Hopper 

(Platylesches dolomitica, Lente springertjie). 

Rare butterflies (from a Gauteng perspective) are 

found in a nearby wooded-kloof, such as Constantine’s 

Swallowtail (Papilio constantinus constantinus, Kon-

stantyn-se-swaelstert), Angled Grass Yellow (Eurema 

desjardinsii marshalli, Reënbosgeletjie), Shade Dart 

(Acleros mackenii mackenii, Skadu-dartelaartjie) and 

Clouded Flat (Tagiades flesus, Skaduwee bosjagtertjie). 

Verena 

Mark found this locality via Google-earth, which is in 

Block I3, about 10km beyond the Gauteng border. It is 

a good spot for the Forest White (Belenois zochalia zo-

chalia, Boswitjie), Speckled Ranger (Kedestes macomo, 

Swart-spikkel wagtertjie), Laser-striped Ranger 

(Kedestes wallengrenii wallengrenii, Streep wagtertjie) 

Highveld Nimble Blue / Hoëveld ratsbloutjie (Lepidochrysops praeterita) 

(Photo: Jeremy Dobson) 

Darker Commodore / Rooibok-blaarvlerk (Precis antilope) (Photo: Jeremy Dobson) 
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and Zulu Blue (Lepidochrysops ignota, Zoeloe 

ratsbloutjie). More remarkably however, Mark found 

the Diverse Albatross White (Appias epaphira contrac-

ta, Willawitjie) here! 

Cullinan 

I explored a wetland NE of Cullinan in February 2008. 

Here I found the Marsh Hottentot (Gegenes hottento-

ta, Moeras-hotnot), Water Watchman (Parnara mona-

si, Water-wagtertjie), Laser-striped Ranger (Kedestes 

wallengrenii wallengrenii, Streep-wagtertjie) and one 

of the strongest colonies of the Marsh Commodore 

(Precis ceryne ceryne, Moeras blaarvlerk) that I know 

of.  

The hills above the wetland (now game-fenced unfor-

tunately) contain the Silvery Bar (Cigaritis phanes, Sil-

werband-streepvlerkie) and Silver Highflyer (Aphnaeus 

hutchinsonii, Silwerrokkie). 

Gauteng Checklist 

The Gauteng checklist (221 species and 3 subspecies) 

includes a few butterflies that I have not personally 

encountered during the survey. These I would group 

into categories as follows:  

Dappled Monarch (Tiruwmala petiverana), Ma-

chequena Acraea (Acraea machequena, Machequena-

rooitjie) and Lilac Tip (Colotis celimene amina, Boom-

wagter) – all rare, occasional migrants to the province. 

Bushveld Hairtail (Anthene millari, Bosveld-kortstertjie) 

and the Brilliant Gem (Chloroselas pseudozeretis 

pseudozeretis, Skitterjuweeltjie) have been recorded 

from the province, although they seem to have disap-

peared from their former localities: However I haven’t 

given up hope of finding them. 

I’m less confident 

about the Koppie 

Blue 

(Lepidochrysops 

ortygia, Koppie-ratsbloutjie), the distribution-range of 

which appears to have retreated rapidly southwards – 

the nearest locality for this species that I’ve been able 

to find, is almost 100km from the Gauteng border. Oth-

er apparent examples of the influence of global-

warming are the Green-banded Swallowtail (Papilio 

nireus lyaeus, Groenlint-swaelstert), previously only 

reliably seen north of the Magaliesberg but now com-

mon in Johannesburg, and the African Clouded Yellow 

(Colias electo electo, Wolk-oranje), which was formerly 

very common and widespread but nowadays is seldom 

seen north of the Vaal River. 

I’ve included the Marbled Elf (Eretis djaelaelae, 

Marmer-kluisenaar) on the list, due to the sheer num-

ber of records. Personally, I don’t believe this species 

occurs in Gauteng and that the records represent mis-

diagnosis of the similar - but much more common and 

widespread - Small Marbled Elf (Eretis umbra umbra, 

Klein marmer-kluisenaar); I know Ernest Pringle has 

similar difficulties with this species in the Eastern Cape. 

Conversely I’ve excluded the Demon Charaxes 

(Charaxes phaeus, Duiwel-dubbelstert), Club-tailed 

Charaxes (Charaxes zoolina zoolina, Wit-en-bruin dub-

belstert), Novice Friar (Amauris ochlea ochlea, 

Outannie), Clouded Mother-of-Pearl 

(Protogoniomorpha anacardii nebulosa, Newel-

perlemoenskoenlapper), Salvia Blue (Harpendyreus 

notoba, Salie bergbloutjie), Orange-banded Protea-

butterfly (Capys alphaeus, Oranjeband-suikerbossie) 

and Olive-haired Swift (Borbo borbonica borbonica, 

Groen ratsvlieër) from the list; these are all reported to 

Marsh Commodore / Moeras-blaarvlerk (Precis ceryne) ; Laser-striped Ranger / Streep-wagtertjie (Kedestes 

wallengrenii);  Constantine’s Swallowtail / Konstantyn-se-swaelstert (Papilio constantinus) (Photos: Jeremy 

Dobson) 
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occur in Gauteng, but I’ve been unable to find evidence 

for this. 

There are three butterflies of which two subspecies are 

found in Gauteng: The Roodepoort Copper (Aloeides 

dentatis), Speckled Sulphur Tip (Teracolus agoye, 

Rustelose geelpuntjie) and Basuto Skolly (Thestor basu-

tus, Basoetoe skollie); not bad for a province where the 

distance between opposite borders never exceeds 

220km! 

Conclusion 

The SABCA Gauteng survey has been very instructive 

for me in terms of finding butterflies. Our focus has 

changed from looking for new butterflies, to looking for 

new localities. Not only has this been fun, it has also 

been productive: the traditional LepSoc “spots” are 

seldom, if ever, the best localities for any given species 

– merely the most convenient. Uncommon and unusu-

al species may be found in the most unpromising sites.  

Chris, Mark and I have carried out a significant amount 

of work during the SABCA survey and have, I believe, 

greatly improved our understanding of butterfly distri-

butions (and relative butterfly abundance) in the prov-

ince.  

Despite the conclusion of SABCA I have no intension of 

stopping the Gauteng survey and I hope to make a 

meaningful contribution to LEPIMAP. 

 

My enthusiasm for local butterflies remains undimin-

ished and I look forward to spring with great anticipa-

tion each year. To misquote Samuel Johnson:   

 

“when a man is tired of  

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii, he is 

tired of life…” 

 

 

 

Silver Highflier / Silwerrokkie (Aphnaeus hutchinsonii) (Photo: Jeremy Dobson) 
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Introduction 

The COREL programme was launched by the Lepidop-

terists’ Society of Africa (LepSoc) in July 2010, following 

the completion of the South African Butterfly Conser-

vation Assessment (SABCA) project. The COREL pro-

gramme in essence involved the appointment of custo-

dians to monitor and arrange research into the 15 Criti-

cally Endangered (CE) taxa (species and subspecies) 

identified during SABCA.   These custodians manage, 

with support from the Butterfly and Moth community, 

the state of the colonies of these rare species.  In addi-

tion to attempting to identify more colonies – the most 

important factor in improving their survival – they also 

study their biology, habitats, population numbers and 

so on.  This is important as it would be impossible to 

create protective measures if we do not understand 

their needs.  During the past year a lot of progress has 

been made as shown below. 

We have reported on two of the species in the previ-

ous issue of babbel blues and in this issue on … 

Of course limiting conservation effort to these few spe-

cies is not sufficient and we would like to expand the 

project with your help.  It was always intended that the 

less endangered taxa – Endangered (EN) and Vulnera-

ble (VU) – would be added to the list as personnel and 

funds became available. During this year it was decided 

to add several more taxa to the programme, in the 

IUCN categories Extinct (EX) and Data Deficient (DD), 

and to appoint custodians for these. The rationale be-

hind this change was that focused searches may yet 

locate the EX taxa; and that some of the DD taxa may 

be found to be in the CE category when more data be-

comes available. 

Funding the COREL programme 

It was realised from the outset that considerable fund-

ing and institutional support would be needed to carry 

out the COREL programme. To manage funding for 

COREL the project was incorporated into the Brenton 

Blue Trust, a project spearheaded by Lepsoc to protect 

the Brenton Blue.  This has become the primary fund-

ing agency for Lepidoptera conservation.  

Summary of COREL achievements during 2013–2014 

1) New localities found for Alaena margaritacea, 

Anthene crawshayi juanitae, Chrysoritis rileyi, 

Erikssonia edgei, Kedestes barberae bunta and 

Thestor brachycerus. 

2) Progress with research on Callioratis millari, 

Chrysoritis dicksoni, Erikssonia edgei, Kedestes 

barberae bunta and Thestor brachycerus. 

3) Establishment of a project committee for Thes-

tor brachycerus. 

4) Continuing favourable publicity from the dis-

covery of new localities for CE species. 

 

Waterberg copper / Waterberg kopervlerkie (Erikssonia edgei) (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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TAXON PRIMARY CUSTODIAN STATUS 

Alaena margaritacea (Wolkberg Zulu, Wolkberg Zoeloe) Andre Coetzer CE 

Anthene crawshayi juanitae (Phoenix hairtail, Laeveld-kortstertjie) Alan Gardiner CE 

Callioratis millari (Millar’s Tiger Moth, Millar-se-Tiermot) Hermann Staude CE 

Chrysoritis dicksoni (Strandveld copper, Strandveld kopervlerkie) Dave Edge CE 

Chrysoritis rileyi (Glitter opal, Skitter opaal) Harald Selb CE 

Chrysoritis thysbe schloszi (Moorreesburg opal, Moorreesburg opaal) Harald Selb CE 

Dingana fraternal (Stoffberg widow, Stoffberg weduwee) Graham Henning CE 

Erikssonia edgei (Lost-and-found copper, Waterberg kopervlerkie) Reinier Terblanche CE 

Kedestes barberae bunta (Cape flats ranger, Kaapse Vlakte wagtertjie) Andrew Morton CE 

Orachrysops Niobe (Brenton Blue, Brenton bloutjie) Dave Edge CE 

Stygionympha dicksoni (Tygerberg Hillside Brown, Tygerberg rantbruintjie) Jonathan Ball CE 

Thestor brachycerus (Seaside Skolly, Strand-skollie) Liz Bazin CE 

Trimenia m. malagrida (Mountain Copper, Berg-silwerkolkopertjie) John White CE 

Trimenia m. paarlensis (Paarl Mountain Copper, Paarlse-silwerkolkopertjie) Andrew Morton CE 

Trimenia w. wallengrenii (Fynbos Silver-spotted Copper, Fynbos-
silwerkolkopertjie) 

Jonathan Ball 
CE 

Deloneura immaculate (Bashee River Buff, Basheerivier-geelvlerkie) Mark Williams EX 

Lepidochrysops hypopolia (Lost Nimble Blue, Verlore ratsbloutjie) Not appointed EX 

Lepidochrysops m. dicksoni (Tygerberg Monkey Blue, Tygerberg ratsbloutjie) Not appointed EX 

Aloeides pallida littoralis (Knysna Pale Copper, Knysna bleek-kopervlerkie) Alan Heath DD 

Chrysoritis thysbe mithras (Brenton Sparkling Opal, Brenton prag-opaal) Alan Heath DD 

Crudaria wykehami (Straight-line Grey, Reguitlyn valetjie) Alan Heath DD 

Lepidochrysops penningtoni (Arid Nimble Blue, Dorsland ratsbloutjie) Andrew Morton DD 

Pseudonympha swanepoeli (Wolkberg Marsh Brown, Houtbos vleibruintjie) Not appointed DD 

Thestor barbatus (Bearded Skolly, Langbaard skollie) Dave Edge DD 

Thestor dicksoni warren (Lowland Skolly, Vlakte haakmerk skollie) Andrew Morton DD 

While Lepsoc will do its utmost to obtain funding for the 

various projects aimed at conserving our national heritage 

that we launch, this cannot be done without your help. 

Help us by sending donations to  the Brenton Blue Trust.  

This vehicle has been established specifically for the con-

servation of Lepidoptera.  Donations can be in the form of 

funding, inheritance or also by becoming a member, partic-

ipating and contribute your time, the most useful resource. 

If you can contribute, please contact Dave Edge at: 

orachrysops@gmail.com or at babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za Azure Opal / Asuur-opaal (Chrysoritis azurius) (Photo: Steve Woodhall) 
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The Southern African Butterfly Conservation  

Assessment project 

By Silvia Kirkman (Mecenero) 

 

The launch of the Southern African Butterfly Conser-

vation Assessment (SABCA) project was precipitated 

by the ecological importance of butterflies, the exist-

ence of good butterfly field guides and an active ama-

teur butterfly society in southern Africa, as well as the 

popularity of butterflies amongst the public, which ran 

from 2007 until 2011. The aim of SABCA was to in-

crease understanding of the diversity and distribution 

of butterflies in the atlas region and thereby to pro-

vide for effective conservation assessment and plan-

ning. It was a three-way partnership between the Lepi

-dopterists’ Society of Africa (LepSoc), the South Afri-

can National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) and the 

Animal Demography Unit (ADU, University of Cape 

Town). Main activities 

included digitizing mu-

seum and private collec-

tions containing speci-

mens for the atlas re-

gion, conducting field 

surveys in priority gap 

areas, an online virtual 

museum (VM) for the submission of photographs 

from members of the public and the initiation of the 

biannual butterfly census weeks. The main outcomes 

of the project included: a comprehensive butterfly 

distribution database of about half a million records, 

distribution maps for all 794 species and subspecies in 

the region, a Red Listing for all butterflies in the region 

according to the IUCN Red List process, and a Butterfly 

Red List and Atlas for the region which was published 

in May 2013. 

 The SABCA project highlighted which of our 

butterfly taxa are threatened with extinction (3 taxa 

Extinct, 60 taxa threatened), identified the main 

threats to the threatened butterflies (mainly habitat 

degradation and habitat destruction) and suggested 

conservation actions to be implemented for these 

taxa. It also identified which vegetation biomes con-

tain the most number of threatened butterflies (the 

Fynbos and Grassland Biomes). Recommendations 

have also been made for future butterfly research and 

conservation. The project greatly increased public 

awareness and interest in butterflies, with member-

ship to LepSoc increasing, and the continuation of the 

online VM. The SABCA project has been recognised as 

a great success in terms of butterfly and biodiversity 

conservation research, education and awareness-

raising. The SABCA database has been used by a num-

ber of post-graduate students and researchers. It has 

also led to the formation of the Custodians of Rare 

and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) project with 

tangible conservation objectives and outcomes. 
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LepiMAP is a fantastic Citizen Science project which is 

run in partnership by the Lepidopterists’ Society of Afri-

ca and the Animal Demography Unit, University of 

Cape Town. LepiMAP is the continuation of SABCA (the 

Southern African Butterfly Conservation Assessment), 

and it aims to determine the distribution and conserva-

tion priorities of butterflies and moths across the Afri-

can continent. Yes, you read correctly, LepiMAP is an 

Africa-wide project! We want butterfly and moth rec-

ords from all over Africa!  

LepiMAP represents an excellent opportunity to make 

your photos count for biodiversity conservation. We 

are building up a huge database of photographs (along 

with the locality details of each photo) of butterflies 

and moths throughout Africa. LepiMAP is "phase 2" --- 

in phase 1 we built up a database of more than 300 

000 records of butterfly distributions (i.e. the SABCA 

project), so we have already demonstrated that we can 

build distribution maps using this approach. Whereas 

SABCA focused on butterflies in South Africa only, 

LepiMAP includes both butterflies and moths, and is 

now turning to the rest of Africa as well! This is an 

enormous, but exciting task, and you can be part of it! 

All you need to contribute to LepiMAP is a camera and 

a little enthusiasm.  

Please help us build onto this database, and enable 

LepiMAP to produce the 21st century distribution maps 

for Africa’s Lepidoptera. Unless our knowledge of the 

geographic ranges of species, and how they are chang-

ing over time, is based on solid evidence, conservation 

initiatives will only be based on anecdotes and the per-

son with the oudest voice. You can do your part for 

Lepidoptera conservation by uploading your photos of 

butterflies and moths to the LepiMAP database. The 

website at which you do the uploading is at http://

vmus.adu.org.za/ --- you can join the conservation con-

versation! LepiMAP is a great and easy way for the gen-

eral public to get involved in Lepidoptera conservation, 

so spread the news! Get your family and friends in-

volved to start LepiMAPping!! 

You can visit the LepiMAP website at http://

lepimap.adu.org.za/. LepiMAP is also on Facebook; 

there is a group as well as a page. You can join the 

LepiMAP group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/

LepiMAP/ - and become part of the African butterfly 

and moth mapping community, and to keep up to date 

with all the LepiMAP project news you can like the 

page at https://www.facebook.com/LepiMAP.  

Megan Loftie-Eaton (LepiMAP Project Coordinator)  

 

Megan Loftie-Eaton 

http://lepimap.adu.org.za/
http://lepimap.adu.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LepiMAP/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LepiMAP/
https://www.facebook.com/LepiMAP
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Andrew Morton 

 

The charming village of Greyton is tucked away at the 

foot of the imposing Riviersonderend Mountains. The 

beautiful Cape vernacular architecture and delightful 

delis, cafés and markets make it a popular weekend 

destination for many Capetonians. 

Greyton is also popular with Cape Town’s lepidopter-

ists. If you venture out in December and follow the 

Boesmanskloof trail you may find three Skolly 

(Thestor) species.  Endemic to this region is the Gor-

geous Skolly (Thestor kaplani, Pragskollie), and it is 

arguably the most attractive of the Skollys. The male’s 

golden wings end in black near the tips and the female 

is a golden orange with black markings. They fly on the 

lower slopes up the trail in open rocky areas. If you are 

lucky, and their flight times are overlapping, you will 

find Karoo Skolly (Thestor braunsi, Karoo-skollie) flying 

nearby, favouring a similar habitat. Boesmans Skolly 

(Thestor stepheni, Boesmans-skollie) is a black Skolly 

(maybe the darkest of the black Skollies) found near 

the top of the mountain on rocky ledges. 

Karoo Skolly (Thestor braunsi, Karoo-skollie)  (Photo: Jeff Crocombe) 

Karoo Skolly (Thestor braunsi, Karoo-skollie)  (Photo: Jeff Crocombe) 
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There are also several Opals (Chrysoritis spp.) that fly 

here. Near the top of the mountain you will see the 

Endymion Opal (Chrysoritis endymion, Endymion 

opaal) males hilltopping and the females fluttering 

about the Thesium plants. The Cliff Opal (Chrysoritis 

irene,  Krans-opaal) is rare here but if you pay atten-

tion to the rock faces as you ascend the mountain you 

may catch a glimpse of the extensive pink lustre on the 

blue and red upper side that will set your heart a 

flutter! Another rare butterfly to look out for on these 

rock faces is the stunning little red and black rocksitter, 

Riviersonderend Rocksitter (Durbaniella clarki phaea, 

Riviersonderend-klipsitter).  

Along the river and in the bushy gorges you will find 

the lovely deep orange Water Opal (Chrysoritis pal-

mus, Water-opaal) playing and visiting the yellow flow-

ers of their foodplants; Aspalathus and Chrysan-

thamoides. Here, in the more grassy areas you will find 

the Cape Brown (Cassionympha detecta, Kaapse 

bosbruintjie). The rare Greyton Dark Ranger (Kedestes 

niveostriga schloszi, Greyton donker-wagtertjie) 

(discovered by resident lepidopterist Mike Schlosz) is 

also found in these grassy damp areas where its food-

plant Pennisetum macrourum grows.  

This has to be the best place in the Cape to see the 

azure Brilliant Nimble Blue (Lepidochrysops asteris, 

Helder ratsbloutjie).  You will see them in the morn-

ings flying fairly low down the mountain slopes, 

darting up and down the ridges (both males and fe-

males). There are two other blue Lepidochrysops to 

look out for here; Southern Nimble Blue 

(Lepidochrysops australis, Suidelike ratsbloutjie) and 

the sub-species of the Peninsula Nimble Blue 

(Lepsidochrysops oreas junae, Skiereiland ratsbloutjie). 

They both fly higher up where the males will hilltop on 

high points and peaks. 

The majestic Giant Copper (Aloeides pallida grandis, 

Reuse bleekkopervlerkie) flies on the lower mountain 

slopes. This is a beautiful big dark copper with a pink, 

orange or brown underside.  They often return to the 

same spot after being disturbed, but can also show a 

turn of speed. Their cousin, the Aranda copper 

(Aloeides aranda-form mars, Aranda-kopervlerkie) flies 

here too. This is also one of the best places to see the 

Almeida Copper (Aloeides almeida, Almeida ko-

pervlerkie) which flies at the base of the mountain 

near the river. 

These are just some of the gems awaiting your discov-

ery in Greyton. Why not attempt the Boesmanskloof 

hike? You start at Greyton and end in Mcgregor where 

my favourite butterfly flies, The Dark Opal (Chrysoritis 

nigricans, Bloujuweel-opaal). A few blisters and aching 

muscles are a small sacrifice for a glimpse of the elec-

tric blue that “temporarily stunned” the famous lepi-

dopterist D.A. Swanepoel more than half a century 

ago. Spend a night in Mcgregor and hike back the next 

day discovering all the butterflies you missed! 

 

Jeff Crocombe and Andrew Morton 

Deepbrown Nimble Blue / Diepbruin ratsbloutjie (Lepidochrysops robertsoni) 

Almeida Copper / Almeida koper-vlerkie (Aloeides almeida) 

Common Sandman / Gewone sandmannetjie (Spialio diomus) 

Peninsula Nimble Blue / Skiereiland ratsbloutjie (Lepidochrysops oreas) 

(Photos: Jeff Crocombe) 
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We often debate where the best 

butterflying spot in South Africa is.  

There are those that vote for Zulu-

land, where forests like Manguzi 

forest near Kosi Bay, and Ngoye 

forest near Eshowe come to mind.  

Others firmly believe that the 

Wolkberg is the epicentre of South 

African butterfly diversity.  But 

there are also those who believe 

that this spot is in the north… in 

the forests of the Soutpansberg. 

Late summer, particularly from 

April to the end of May is the best 

time to head for this area.  As luck would have it, 

those months are also known for their public holidays.  

So during one of the long weekends at the end of April 

we set off for Thohoyandou.  The target for the trip 

was not a specific species, but rather just a fun week-

end with as many species as possible.   

One of these late-summer days in 2014 was planned 

for Mphapuli Cycad Reserve, a little reserve North-

east of Thohoyandou.  We go there every year, for no 

other reason than the sheer number of butterflies that 

are present.  The 25th of April 2014 was no exception.  

The weather played along nicely, and the species 

count of the day started climbing.  A patch of purple 

Vernonia flowers next to the reserve fence attracted 

loads of butterflies.  Dotted borders (voëlentwitjies, 

Mylothris spp.), Sabine Whites (Sabinawitjies, Appias 

sabina), Diverse whites (willawitjies, Appias epaphia), 

Cambridge vagrants (blouswerwers, Nepheronia 

thalassina) and hundreds of other butterflies were vy-

ing for the sweet flowers.  There was literally not a 

single plant that did not have at least a few Azure hair-

streaks (Venda-stertbloutjies, Hemiolaus caeculus), 

Skipping Oranges (Gewone oranjetjie, Parasmodes 

morantii) and a variety of whites on it, not to mention 

all the skippers (Hesperiidae) and brushfooted butter-

flies (Nymphalidae) that were hopping from one bush 

to the next.   

It is not difficult to get 80 species in one day at Mpha-

puli Cycad Reserve, but on only one occasion have we 

been able to beat the 100 species mark in a day.  In 

2002, we managed to record 102 species in one day, a 

feat that very few places can achieve.  As this day in 

2014 grew longer, I got that feeling that we may very 

well beat our personal best.  And I was right, the spe-

cies count for the day kept on rising until it eventually 

reached 106 at 15:30, right when the butterflies start-

ed settling and we had to leave because the guard at 

the gate was locking up.  A large number of the spe-

cies that are normally common, were not even locat-

ed.  Foxy Charaxes (Koppiedubbelsterte, Charaxes ja-

sius), common diadems (Na-apers, Hypolimnas 

misippus), any of the swordtails (swaardsterte, 

Graphium spp.) and several other common butterflies 

were nowhere to be seen, leaving some excitement 

for next year’s surveys.     

But while we were targeting numbers that day, it was 

the species that really impressed us.  The highlight for 

the day was two arrowhead orange skippers (pylvlek-

oranjetjies, Teniorhinus harona) that were found feed-

ing on the purple Vernonia flowers.  These two speci-

André Coetzer 

Arrowhead Oramge / Pylvlek-oranjetjie (Teniorhinus harona) (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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By Eward Doubell and Luelle Watts 

 

A recent discovery by a very keen observer and citizen 

scientist Luelle Watts has had FaceBook watchers and 

Lepidopterists equally baffled these past three 

months. 

 

Watts discovered what initially seemed to be large 

nest of some kind constructed from spun silk, inter-

twined with organic material as though made by a cat-

erpillar. Being naturally curious, Watts made a small 

incision in the nest, so she could have a glimpse of 

what was inside this peculiar and unfamiliar looking 

object. What she found was astonishing. Inside the 

nest were hundreds of purple caterpillars which have 

not been identified despite various enquiries on differ-

ent Aurelian and Entomological forums. Nobody 

seems to know what these caterpillars are! 

 

What we found so intriguing though, is the manner in 

which this nest was constructed. It is not uncommon 

for caterpillars to live gregariously and this phenome-

non is found all over the world. Well known South Afri-

can species include the iconic Processionary Moth cat-

erpillar. Unlike most of these species, which upon 

completion of their larval phase would construct their 

own individual cocoons in which to pupate, Luelle's 

larvae seemed to have constructed one communal 

cocoon in which hundreds of them had enclosed 

themselves.   This kind of nest is commonly referred to 

as a bagnest.  Processionary Moths belong to the fami-

ly Notodontidae and the sub-family Thaumetopoeidae 

and the Processionary Moth group as a whole are ac-

tually commonly known as Bagnest Moths.  

 

Luelle kept the cocoon in a safe environment in an 

attempt to study how these caterpillars would com-

plete the next phase of their life cycle. Much like a 

child the night before Christmas she patiently awaited 

the transformation to take place but days went by 

without any changes taking place. Days quickly be-

came weeks, weeks became months and after waiting 

three long months nothing had happened yet!!!! 

 

Needless to say, Luelle was at this point quite frustrat-

ed with these seemingly procrastinating caterpillars 

and had almost lost all hope in finding out exactly who 

they were, until earlier this week when I too, quite 

unintentionally, made a similar discovery of my own. 

Being a keen observer and naturalist myself you will 

mens represent the first of this species to be found in 

South Africa, and the closest locality is about 300km 

north in Zimbabwe.  On top of this, we also found 5 spe-

cies that had not been recorded in the reserve before, 

and a few species that had only been recorded once or 

twice before. 

All in all, it was quite a memorable day.  We returned the 

following day, but the weather let us down a bit.  We did 

manage to add another 5 species to the list, leaving the 

weekend list for Mphapuli Cycad reserve at 111 species.  

If the common species that could not be located during 

this survey were to be added, then the list for one day 

could have quite easily reached 130 species. I wonder 

how many places in South Africa can boast those butter-

fly numbers...  
 

Paradise Skipper / Paradys-dartelaartjie (Abantis paradisea)  

(Photo: André Coetzer) 
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often find me looking at what I can find under rocks 

and in crevices, I regularly spend hours of my time 

over weekends doing exactly this. Ironically on this day 

I lifted a rock for a completely different reason, which 

was to cover a hole that a honey badger had made in 

the fence around my house. When I lifted the rock I 

immediately noticed a large nest like structure also 

spun entirely with what appeared to be silk. Slightly 

different to Luelle's -  this one had incorporated in to it 

various types of rock and soil as if to make it look less 

conspicuous. Inspecting the nest was an unpleasant 

exercise to say the least, because I was immediately 

attacked by thousands of tiny little ants that I have 

identified as being Lepisiota validiscula. Although I 

might be wrong about the exact species as this is a 

very diverse genus of ants. The ants seemed to be try-

ing to deter me from harming the nest as though they 

might somehow have a very close relationship with 

whatever was inside it. 

 

I moved the rock from its original position and gently 

brushed off the remaining ants after which I carried it 

to my house. Once there I removed the nest from the 

rock and dissected a small portion of it and, like Luelle, 

I was astounded by what I found inside. The outer lay-

er of the nest was constructed as one unit, however, 

the inside consisted of at least 50 individual cocoons, 

each occupied by a pupa of some kind. I also found a 

caterpillar which was still relatively early in to its pre-

pupal phase which resembles closely the purple ones 

that were inside the nest Luelle found. Could they be 

the same species of moth? Like Luelle, I took photos 

which I immediately posted on various Aurelian and 

Entomological forums to see if anyone knew what they 

were but nobody could help me relieve my curiosity, 

until Luelle Watts saw the post. She immediately con-

tacted me and shared her observation, the similarities 

between the two discoveries were remarkable.  

 

To date we still do not know what these caterpillars 

will become but I suspect it will be a species of 

bagnest moth found in the region.  

 

It seems that the only option left for relieving mine 

and Luelle's curiosity about the exact species is to wait 

until these caterpillars complete their life cycle so that 

we might attempt to identify the adults. 

 

 

Life history pictures  (Photos: Luelle Watts) 
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Lieveke Noyons and André Coetzer  
 
One of the pleasures of having a garden of your own is 
being able to share this garden with the creatures you 
love. Birds and butterflies come first to mind and it is 
amazing how easily they find their way into your gar-
den. 
 
A problem often encountered is the misunderstanding 
of planting for butterflies by using a food plant or host 
plant list.  It is very important that a garden is planted 
with the butterflies that do occur in the general area 
where the garden is located.  In Johannesburg the 
winters can be severe and many butterflies from trop-
ical areas simply will not survive.  Pretoria has a slight-
ly more temperate climate and quite a number of the 
species from our warmer climates do occur there. 
 
Butterflies commonly found in Johannesburg’s gar-
dens include the dotted borders (voëlentwitjies, Mylo-
thris spp.), yellow and blue pansies (geel gesiggies en 
blougesiggies, Junonia hierta and Junonia oenone) 
and if one were to live near marshy areas the Eyed 
Pansy (padwagtertjie, Junonia orithya) could be a visi-
tor as well.  African Monarchs (Melkbosskoenlappers, 
Danaus chrysippus) are often seen, as are Citrus swal-

lowtails (lemoenskoenlappers, Papilio demodocus) 
and Green-banded swallowtails (groenlint-
swaelsterte, Papilio nireus).  Migrating butterflies 
often include the Brown-veined Whites (Witgatwitjies, 
Belenois aurota) and the African Migrant (Afrikaanse 
swerwer, Catopsillia florella) and then probably the 
most visible or common butterfly, the Garden Acraea 
(Tuinrooitjie, Acraea horta).  Small blues such as the 
Zebra Blue (tuinbloutjies, Leptotes spp.) and the Pea 
Blue (lusernbloutjie, Lampides boeticus) is often seen, 
as is the Black Heart (Swarthart-bronsbloutjie, Ura-
nuthauma nubifer).  In Pretoria, and even in parts of 
Johannesburg, a number of Charaxes such as the Foxy 
Charaxes (Koppiedubbelstert, Charaxes jasius) and 
White-barred Charaxes (Witstreepdubbelstert, 
Charaxes brutus) are often found in gardens. 
 
At the end of this article is a list of common species in 
the gardens, but let’s rather concentrate on how to 
attract these to your garden. 
 
Let's look closer at butterflies and moths. (Moths are 
often referred to as butterflies of the night!) Whilst 
some butterflies are restricted to a certain area within 
a particular biome, which offers them the optimal liv-
ing conditions , others are quite happy to venture into 
your garden from wild places nearby , such as 
riverbanks, koppies and land that has not yet been 
developed. 

Common dotted border, Gewone voëlentwitjie (Mylothris agathina) (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Feeding the adults 
If your garden is not surrounded by high walls , these 
butterflies will fly in and check out the nectar supply 
and look for favourable breeding opportunities. Should 
these be found they will stick around for a little while. 
 
Here is a list of nectar plants that carry most butter-
flies' approval. 
On this list are trees , shrubs , perennials and annuals; 
flowering at different times of the year and of different 
colours. Herbs are popular as well with butterflies and 
so are certain flowering creepers and succulents.  
 
Trees / shrubs: 
Buddleja salviifolia and auriculata , Chrysanthemoides 
monilifera , Clerodendrum glabrum , Freylinia lanceola-
ta and tropica , Grewia spp , Hypoestes aristata , Lippia 
javanica , Nuxia congesta and floribunda , Plumbago 
spp. and Vernonia colorata  
 
Climbers: 
Bougainvillia , Clematis brachiata and Senecio 
tamoides. 
 
Succulents: 
Aloe spp. , Crassula spp. and Kalanchoe spp. 
 
 
 

Perennials / annuals : 
Felicia spp. , Geranium incanum , Helichrysum spp. , 
Justicia flava , Kniphofia spp. , Scabiosa columbaria , 
Selago spp. Senecio spp. ,Tulbaghia violacea and 
Vernonia spp. 
 
Herbs:  
Lavender , Mint ( Mentha longifolia) , Origanum , Rose-
mary and Thyme. 
You can lay on a feast for the local butterflies and other 
small creatures in your garden while shopping at your 
nearest nursery.  Now you can expect a range of col-
ourful visitors at any time. 
 
Feeding the children 
Allowing butterflies to breed in one’s garden is very 
exciting and rewarding.  It will not only increase your 
population but will attract a host of predators such as 
birds, other insects and so on. 
Host plants that are very successful and easy to plant 
include Citrus trees and White ironwood (for citrus and 
green-banded swallowtails), Plumbago (Zebra blue), 
and of course the old stalwart Wild peach (Garden 
Acraea). 
If one has a thorn-tree (previously known as Acacia 
spp), a host of blues will be attracted.  These include 
the black hearts, babul blues, hairtails, and so on. 
 
 

Green-banded Swallowtail / Groenlint-swaelstert (Papilio nireus)  (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Kamera-aankope met die oog op skoenlap-

perfotografie 

Deur André Coetzer 

 

Een van die vrae wat dikwels na my kant toe kom, is 

watter kamera moet ‘n mens koop vir skoenlapperfoto-

grafie.  Daar is nie ‘n eenvoudige antwoord op hierdie 

vraag nie, omdat daar soveel ander vrae is wat ‘n mens 

jouself ook moet afvra, soos: 

 Gaan jy die kamera ook gebruik vir ander fotografie? 
 Wat is jou begroting? 
 Is jy bereid om ‘n groot, lomp sak met toerusting 

rond te dra?  
 Ens. 
 
In hierdie afdeling fokus ek op die een basiese vraag 

wat ‘n mens jouself moet afvra voor jy ‘n kamer koop:  

moet jy ‘n mik-en-druk (hierna MD)-  of ‘n Enkellens-

refleks (Engels Single Lens Reflex hierna SLR)-kamera 

koop. 

Daar is heelwat verskille tussen hierdie twee soorte 

kameras.  Kom ons staan vlugtig stil by die basiese 

feite: 

MD-kameras is beskikbaar in alle groottes en vorms.  

Selfoonkameras word hierby ingesluit omdat hulle 

dikwels dieselfde funksies het as die tradisionele MD-

soort.  Hierdie soort kameras het tipies net een lens 

wat nie verander kan word nie en is normaalweg ‘n 

“zoom”-lens wat kan varieer van een model tot die vol-

gende.  Hierdie “zoom” word ‘n optiese “zoom” geno-

em, en ‘n mens moet hierdie aspek goed oorweeg 

tydens jou aankoop van ‘n spesifieke model.  Normaal-

weg vereis die MD-kameras dat die fotograaf na die 

beeld kyk op die agterste skermpie van die kamera.  

Hierdie beeld is die beeld wat die kamerasensor 

waargeneem het, en hierin lê een van die grootste ver-

skille tussen MD- en SLR-kameras. 

SLR-kameras kan gewoonlik ‘n verskeidenheid lense 

hanteer, en die lense het selde dieselfde reikwydte as 

die MD-kameras.  Die fisiese grootte van die SLR-

kamera self is gewoonlik baie groter.  In die laasgeno-

emde geval is die beeld wat die fotograaf vasvang, nie 

Fotograaf in aksie (Foto: Peter Webb) 
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die een wat die kamerasensor sien nie, maar die beeld 

wat direk van die lens (via ‘n spieëltjie, ‘n prisma, ens.) 

afkom.  Dit is belangrik om te onthou dat die beeld nog 

nie in ‘n digitale formaat omgesit is nie. 

Indien ‘n mens nou hierdie beskrywing in gedagte hou, 

is daar heelwat groot verskille tussen die twee stelsels, 

veral as dit kom by die fotografie van skoenlappers. 

Die spoed van fokus 

Ek is van mening dat die grootste verskil tussen hierdie 

twee soorte kameras lê in die spoed waarmee hulle 

kan fokus.  Die SLR-kameras het ‘n toegewyde fokus 

elektronikies ingebou, terwyl die MD fokus deur die 

sensor te gebruik.  Die gevolg is dat die toegewyde SLR 

soort baie vinniger kan fokus as die MD-stelsel.  

Dikwels kan die toegewyde soort selfs aaneen fokus op 

‘n bewegende voorwerp, wat natuurlik die wêreld van 

in-vlug-fotografie moontlik maak.  ‘n Ander voordeel is 

dat ‘n mens met die SLR-stelsel (en sommige MD-

kameras ook) in lae lig ook met die hand kan fokus.   

Wanneer ‘n mens voorwerpe fotografeer wat stilstaan, 

of selfs stadig beweeg, sal hierdie verskil in fokusspoed 

nie so opmerklik wees nie.  Maar skoenlappers is nie 

bekend daarvoor dat hulle stilsit of stadig beweeg nie.  

Jy het dikwels net een kans om die foto te neem, en 

dan moet die foto so skerp as moontlik wees! 

 

Afstand na die voorwerp 

Normaalweg moet ‘n mens baie nader as jou voorwerp 

wees wanneer jy ‘n MD-kamera gebruik en jy die hele 

raam wil vul.  Kom ons kyk na ‘n voorbeeld waar ‘n fo-

tograaf ‘n Sondagsrokkie (die skoenlapper) wil afneem 

wat so 40cm ver sit.  ’n Fotograaf wat die SLR-soort 

kamera gebruik met ‘n 100mm lens, kan op 40 cm die 

volle raam vul met sy beeld. Om dieselfde tipe  beeld 

te kry as die SLR-gebuiker, moet die MD-een omtrent 5 

cm van die voorwerp af wees, omdat meeste kameras 

net naby kan fokus as hulle uitgezoom is.  Dit is dus 

duidelik dat dit baie voordelig is om liewer ‘n SLR-

kamera te gebruik wanneer dit kom by skoenlappers in 

die veld! 

Fokusdiepte 

Hierdie artikel raak nie die kwessie van sensorgroottes 

en fokusdiepte aan nie, maar dit is tog die moeite werd 

om te noem dat die MD-kameras baie kleiner sensors 

het, en dit is een van die redes waarom hierdie kamer-

as ook fisies kleiner is.  Op die oog af klink dit dalk nie 

belangrik nie, maar een van die gevolge is dat dit in die 

geval van MD-kameras baie moeilik is om foto’s te 

neem met die agtergrond uit fokus, aangesien die 

fokusdiepte gewoonlik baie diep is.  Vir diegene wat 

hou van makro-fotografie, kan hierdie effek egter 

dikwels voordelig, eerder as problematizes wees.  In-

Mik-en-druk fotograaf in aksie (Foto: André Coetzer) 
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dien die fokusdiepte dieper is, sal meer van die 

onderwerp in fokus wees, maar aan die anderkant 

sal daar ook meer van die agtergrond in fokus wees. 

Beeldkwaliteit 

Daar is ‘n paar ongelooflike MD-kameras beskikbaar, 

en selfoonkameras in die besonder, se kwaliteit 

word ook elke dag beter.  Huidig is die SLR-

tegnologie nog die gunsteling en vanweë die groot 

sensors, beter lense, ens. is die beeldkwaliteit hi-

ervan beslis van ‘n beter gehalte as dié van MD-

kameras, maar teen die spoed waarmee kleiner sen-

sors verbeter, mag hierdie verskil dalk binnekort nie-

tig wees.  

Fisiese grootte 

‘n Mens kan nie ontken dat die MD-kamera beslis ‘n 

plek het in die fotografiemark nie.  Soms is dit net 

nie prakties om ‘n toegewyde kamerasak met lense 

wat jy dalk nooit sal gebruik, rond te dra nie.  ‘n 

Goeie MD-kamera kan dalk net die verskil maak tus-

sen ‘n oomblik wat jy vasgevang of gemis het, bloot 

omdat die SLR-kameras soveel meer kompleks is.  

Persoonlik sal ek bv. eerder ‘n MD-kamera op ‘n 

staproete saamneem omdat dit baie minder weeg en 

kleiner is, of selfs gebruik wanneer ek ‘n vinnige foto 

van die mense om jou wil neem. 

Koste 

Laastens, maar waarskynlik een van die redes 

waarom mense nie ‘n SLR aankoop nie, is die koste 

daarvan.  Hulle is baie duurder, en beslis baie 

duurder as die meeste klein MD-kameras.  Gewoon-

lik is hulle die geld werd, maar dit  beteken nog nie 

dat jy dit kan bekostig nie… 

Kortliks  

DSLR-kameras 

MD-kameras 

 

Die meeste professionele fotograwe wat ek ken, be-

sit een of ander soort MD-kamera as ondersteuning.  

Ja, die beelde wat hulle voortbring, is nie so goed 

soos dié van die groot SLR-kameras met duur lense 

nie, maar daar is beslis ‘n plek vir hulle in die foto-

grafiemark.   Teen die spoed waarmee selfoonkam-

eras verbeter, mag lg. dalk binnekort die klein MD-

soorte vervang, maar dis onwaarskynlik dat hulle die 

SLR-kameras in die afsienbare toekoms sal vervang. 

 Voordele Nadele 

DSLR kameras  Fokusspoed 

 Afstand van voorwerp 

 Beeldkwaliteit 

 Vlak velddiepte 

 Duur 

 Groot en lomp 

Mik-en-druk kameras  Klein en kompakte grootte 

 Minder duur 

 Diep velddiepte 

 Afhangend van die model kan die 

beeldkwaliteit minderwaardig wees 

 Afstand vanaf voorwerp 

 Fokusspoed 
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Buying a camera for butterfly photography 

By André Coetzer

 

One of the most frequently asked questions I get 

asked is what camera to get for butterfly photography.  

There is obviously no straight forward answer to this 

question, as there are plenty of other questions that 

will need answering as well, such as: 

 What else are you going to use the camera for? 
 What is your budget? 
 Are you happy to carry around big, clumsy bags of 

equipment? 
 Etc. 
 
In this sections I am going to address one fundamental 

question you should consider before buying a camera.  

Should you get a point-and-shoot camera, or a Digital 

Single Reflex (DSLR) camera?     

There are several differences between these two types 

of cameras.  Let me explain the basics quickly: 

Point-and-shoot cameras come in a variety of shapes 

and sizes.  Cell phone cameras can be included in this 

category as they often have the same functionality as 

traditional point-and-shoot cameras.  These cameras 

typically have only one lens that cannot be changed.  

This lens is normally a zoom lens, and the zoom varies 

from one model to the next.  This zoom is called opti-

cal zoom, and should play a big role in your decision in 

buying a specific model.  Point-and-shoot cameras nor-

mally require the photographer to view the image by 

looking at a screen on the back of the camera.  This 

implies that the image seen, is already the image cap-

tured by the sensor in the camera, and this is one of 

the biggest differences between point-and-shoot cam-

eras and DSLR cameras. 

DSLR cameras can typically take multiple lenses, and 

the lenses seldom have the same range as those of 

point-and-shoot cameras.  The physical size of the 

camera body is normally much bigger than point-and-

shoot cameras.  One of the biggest differences is that 

the photographer views the image he is about to take 

from a viewfinder at the back of the camera, but in-

stead of viewing an image which has been captured by 

the sensor of the camera, the photographer views an 

image that comes directly from the lens (via the mir-

ror, a prism, etc.).  The important thing to remember is 

DSLR Photographer in action (Photo: Peter Webb) 
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that the image has not yet been converted to a digital 

format yet.   

Using the description above, there are several major 

differences between the two systems, specifically 

when used for butterfly photography: 

Focus Speed 

In my opinion, the biggest difference between these 

cameras is the speed at which they focus.  As men-

tioned earlier, one of the biggest differences between 

the two types of cameras is that the point-and-shoot 

cameras focus using the sensor, while DSLR cameras 

have dedicated focus electronics built in.  The result is 

that DSLR cameras focus in a fraction of the time that 

is takes a typical point-and-shoot camera to focus.  

They are often so good that they can focus continu-

ously on moving target, opening up the world of in-

flight photography.  In low light, DSLR cameras (and 

some point-and-shoot cameras) can also be manually 

focussed.  If you are photographing still subjects, or 

even just slow subjects, this difference will not affect 

your photography.  But butterflies are not known for 

sitting still and moving around slowly.  You often have 

only one chance, and you need that photo as sharp as 

possible! 

 

Distance to subject 

Photographers using point-and-shoot cameras normal-

ly have to be much closer to their subject in order to 

fill the frame.  As an example, a photographer with a 

DSLR using a 100mm macro lens needs to be about 

40cm away from a painted lady or a yellow pansy in 

order to fill the frame with the butterfly.  A photogra-

pher using a typical point-and-shoot camera (such as a 

Canon SX260 with a 1/2.3” sensor), needs to be 

zoomed out completely in order to focus on nearby 

subjects. Consequently, for him to get the same image 

as the photographer who was using the DSLR, he 

needs to be 5cm away from the subject.  It is obvious 

from the example above that the extra distance that 

DSLR users have will be really beneficial when photo-

graphing wild butterflies! 

Depth of Field 

Although sensor sizes and the depth-of-field calcula-

tions are way beyond the scope of this article, it is 

worth mentioning that point-and-shoot cameras have 

much smaller sensors (which is one of the reasons why 

the physical size of the cameras is smaller).  This may 

not sound important, but the effect it has for the pho-

tographer is that point-and-shoot cameras struggle to 

produce nice blurry backgrounds in images, as the 

Point-and-shoot photographer in action (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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depth-of-field they achieve is generally quite large.  For 

macro photographers though, this effect is often bene-

ficial rather than problematic.  A greater depth-of-field 

means that more of the subject will be in focus.  This is 

the upside, but the downside is that more of the back-

ground will also be in focus.   

Image Quality 

There are some incredible point-and-shoot cameras 

available, and cell phone cameras in particular are 

getting better by the second.  Current technology still 

favours DSLR cameras, and because of the bigger sen-

sors, better lenses, etc. the image quality obtained 

from them is definitely superior to that from point-and-

shoot cameras, but at the rate at which smaller sensors 

are improving this difference may soon become negligi-

ble.  

The physical size 

There is no denying that point-and-shoot cameras have 

their place in the market.  It is not always practical to 

carry a dedicated camera bag filled with lenses that 

you may never use.  A good quality point-and-shoot 

can be the difference between capturing a moment or 

missing it, simply because of the complexity associated 

with DSLR cameras.  I would much rather save on space 

and weight by substituting a DSLR with a point-and-

shoot while doing a hiking trail, or when taking a quick 

photo of the people around you.   

The cost 

Left for last, but this is possibly the biggest detering 

factor for DSLR cameras.  There is no arguing that they 

are expensive, and certainly far more expensive than 

most little point and shoot cameras. You normally get 

value for the money, but that doesn’t mean you can 

afford it… 

In summary 

Many, if not most of the professional photographers I 

know have some kind of a point-and-shoot as a backup 

camera.  It is true that the images they produce are not 

as good as those of the big DLSR cameras with 

expensive lenses, but they certainly have their place as 

photographic equipment.  The rate at which cellphone 

cameras are improving may mean that cellphones will 

replace small point-and-shoot cameras in the near 

future, but it is unlikely that they will replace DSLR 

cameras anytime soon.   

 

 Advantages Disadvantages 

DSLR cameras  Focus Speed 

 Distance from subject 

 Image quality 

 Expensive 

 Big and clumsy 

Point-and-shoot cameras  Small and compact size 

 Less expensive 

 Deep depth-of-field 

 Depending on the model, the 

image quality may be inferior.  

 Distance to subject 
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by Silvia Kirkman (Mecenero) 

 

The Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) is a project of the 

Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa (LepSoc). It combines 

the efforts of both expert lepidopterists and citizen 

scientists to discover the life histories of all Lepidoptera 

(moths and butterflies) occurring in Africa. This project 

is especially important for discovering previously un-

known lepidopteran life histories. There are over 

10 000 species of moths and butterflies that occur in 

southern Africa alone, of which we only know about 

7% the life histories. The CRG aims to rear and record 

every life history of all butterflies and moths in Africa 

and to understand their host preferences. In order to 

do this the CRG requires members of the public (citizen 

scientists) to help rear caterpillars through to adult-

hood, and the steps are easy to follow: 

1) Search and find… 

The first thing to do is to find the caterpillars. This can 

be tricky and here are some tips. Look in every leaf 

fold, within seed pods, look for leaf blotches and leaf 

mines, look for leaves that have been eaten and also 

for caterpillar frass. Sometimes it’s easy to find cater-

pillars, but it can be difficult to find those which are 

very well camouflaged (e.g. geometrid moth caterpil-

lars which often look like twigs). What can help in these 

cases is to gently beat a bush with a stick while laying a 

white collecting tray or cloth below the bush, and 

oftenthe caterpillars are dislodged and fall onto your 

collecting tool. 

Once you’ve found your caterpillar, take note of the 

plant it was feeding on as you will need to feed it this 

food until it pupates. If the plant is in your garden or 

close-by to where you live, then it’s easy to get fresh 

leaves, but if the plant is not close-by, then make sure 

you collect enough leaves and store them in an air-

tight container in the fridge for feeding later on. 

 

2) Feed and grow… 

Place your caterpillars in separate containers (e.g. mar-

garine tub) with a few holes made into the lid (not too 

big or else your smaller caterpillars can escape). Mark 

each one with a unique code so that it’s easy to track 

them as they grow and change. Make sure to feed 

them fresh leaves every 1 to 2 days and keep the box 

clean. Remember to photograph each life stage (larva, 

pupa, adult) as well as the food plant.  

Some caterpillars require some soil in the bottom of 

the container either for resting in during the day or for 

burrowing in to pupate. Once the pupa has formed do 

not handle it for a few days until it has hardened. And 

then wait patiently until the adult emerges – this can 

take about a week up to nine or more months, depend-

ing on the species and the season. It is very rewarding 

to see the adults emerge and to understand what the 

caterpillars turn into. 

3) Submit your data… 

Another new regular section introduced in this issue is a dedicated page on the trials and tribulations (and the joy) 

of caterpillar rearing.  We will feature articles on techniques, problems and if you have questions that we could 

publish to everyone’s benefit, we will do so. 
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Once your caterpillar has successfully turned into an 

adult moth or butterfly, please ensure to submit your 

rearing data so that these can be added to the CRG 

catalogues. Send a simple email Hermann Staude for 

MOTHS (hermann@busmark.co.za) and Mark Williams 

for BUTTERFLIES (mark.williams@up.ac.za). The mini-

mum data required in your submission emails is: 

- A usable image of the final instar larva. 

- A usable image of the pupa or cocoon. 

- A clearly identifiable image of the resultant adult. 

- A clearly identifiable image of the host-plant. 

- Dates of collection, pupation and adult emergence. 

- Details of the locality where the caterpillar was col-

lected with latitude and longitude coordinates. 

- Details of host-plant. 

 

For more in depth detail on how to rear caterpillars, 

please follow the following links and download the pdf 

files that contain all the information: 

How to Find & Rear Caterpillars (https://

www.facebook.com/groups/

caterpillarrg/574607965955994/) 

How to Record & File Data (https://

www.facebook.com/groups/

caterpillarrg/574620165954774/) 

How to Submit Entries (https://www.facebook.com/

groups/caterpillarrg/574372172646240/) 

 

Also, please join our Facebook group where we share 

our experiences with each other (https://

www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/). 

 

The CRG looks forward to receiving your rearing data. 

Happy caterpillar hunting! 

 

 

 

Butterfly rearing bottle  (Photo: André Coetzer) 

Moth larva (Unknown) (Photo: Silvia Mecenero) Butterfly larva (Brown Playboy, Bruin-spelertjie) (Photo: Silvia Mecenero) 

A serious rearer (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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During a busy morning, it's easy to let breakfast 

fall low in your list of priorities, but taking just a few 

minutes to have something to eat can really make a dif-

ference to your day. If you don't have time to eat before 

leaving the house, here is something quick and easy that 

you can make in the evenings while making supper, and 

pack it for the next morning. 

Breakfast provides the body and brain with fuel after an 

overnight fast - that's where its name originates, breaking 

the fast!  Without breakfast you are effectively running 

on empty, like trying to start the car with no petrol. 

Egg Q—muffins 

I call this my egg-qui muffins, because it is a com-

bination of a egg quiche/muffin.  It is very deli-

cious and easy to make… 

Ingredients: 

8 extra large eggs 

3/4 cup of milk 

Salt & pepper 

200g diced bacon 

250g mushrooms, cut into smaller pieces 

1/2 red pepper 

1/2 of a medium onion 

Freshly chopped parsley 

1 cup grated cheese 

 Preheat the oven to 170 °C. Prepare a muffin or 

cupcake pan with spray and cook. 

Fry the bacon, mushrooms, onions and pepper 

until brown and cooked. 

Mix the eggs with milk and seasoning. Add the 

chopped parsley and mixed well. 

Divide the mixture evenly into the prepared pan.  

Add a little bit of the  bacon mixture into each 

cup.  Add the grated cheese and sprinkle a bit of 

paprika for colour. 

Bake in the oven for 20-25 minutes until the egg 

is nicely set and cooked.  

And there you have it! Quick and easy breakfast. 

This is the basic recipe, but you can play around 

with it, add mince, ham, different cheeses, mixed 

herbs and other spices, anything you fancy. 

Photo and recipe by:  Yolande Bode 

Breakfast—most important 

meal of the day 

Egg Q muffins (Photo: Yolande Bode) 
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What are the largest and smallest butterflies? 

The largest butterfly  in South Africa is the Emperor Swallowtail (Koningswaelstert, Papilio ophidicephalus), which 

lives in South Africa’s eastern forests and can be as big as 150mm across.  In Africa we have the African Giant Swal-

lowtail (Papilio antimachus) which has a wingspan of up to 250mm and occurs from Uganda through to West Africa 

in the remaining rainforests.  The largest butterfly in the world is the Queen Alexandra’s Birdwing (Ornithoptera 

alexandrae) which occurs in Papua New Guinea and has a wingspan of 250mm, but has larger wing surfaces than 

the African Giant Swallowtail. 

The smallest in Africa is the Dwarf Blue (Dwergbloutjie, Oraidium barberae), which can be as small as 8mm across.   

These tiny butterflies occur in South Africa and used to be considered the smallest in the world.  

 Kamera lens te  koop:  AF—S Nikkor 70-300mm Zoom lens.  Goeie toestand, 2 jaar oud. 

 Kontak Hennie Vermaak by drvinc@iafrica.com of 082 579 5645 

Please advertise your articles for sale here.  Businesses may be charged a small fee. 

Largest South African Butterfly 

Largest African Butterfly  

Smallest South African Butterfly  

Up to 25cm 
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Butterflies of the Kruger National Park and surrounds 

— Book Review  

By Reinier Terblanche 

One of the members of the Lepidopterists' Society of 

Africa, Herbert Otto, added another significant contri-

bution to the wealth of published contributions about 

Lepidoptera in Africa. Butterflies of the Kruger National 

Park and surrounds is an e-book launched on Friday 25 

July 2014 at Barberton, in the Mpumalanga Province of 

South Africa.  

Herbert Otto persevered for 11 YEARS on the KNP 

butterfly project . From the end of 2012 when the work 

had been presented to 

Struik Nature, I had the 

privilege to witness the 

special and wonderful 

team working with most 

admirable care and on a 

most commendable pro-

fessional level. One and 

half years later the book 

was published. A 

streamlined book with 

accurate information, 

and the editors succeed-

ed in keeping a fresh approach and unique style of the 

book.  

Each of all the butterfly species that have been record-

ed in the Kruger National Park and surrounds are cov-

ered with clear distribution maps, vivid images of 

adults, early stages and fascinating knowledge in the 

text. Yet, there is much more to this book. A wealth of 

information, including significant, new information 

on host plants of caterpillars is included. In addition to 

this is the considerable detail on etymology, bringing 

the origin and meaning of names to the forefront. This 

will certainly inspire some more interest in the names 

and their origins.. This effort is taken further still  

Important Events 

Come and join us for the annual Conference from the 19th to 21st September, 2014.  This year it is held at the Blue 

Moonlight Lodge outside Cullinan.  Here members talk about some extraordinary aspects and you will meet and 

share adventures with everyone.  Overnight stay or drive-in options are available at affordable rates.  Please con-

tact Yolande at yolandebode@gmail.com for details. 

Belangrike gebeurtenis 

Kom sluit aan by ons jaarlikse konferensie vanaf die 19e tot 21e September 2014.  Hierdie jaar word dit gehou by 

die Blue Moonlight Lodge net buite Cullinan.  Ongelooflik interesante praatjies word gegee en daar is volop geleen-

theid om te kuier en avonture te deel.  Oornag-akkommodasie of inry opsies is beskikbaar teen bekostigbare 

tariewe.  Vir meer detail kontak Yolande by yolandebode@gmail.com. 

Herbert Otto and Reinier Terblanche 

Please visit our new website at www.lepsoc.org.za for all the 

details... 
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By Kevin and Stella Cockburn 

In May this year the Kloof Conservancy in KwaZulu Na-

tal hosted an Indigenous Open Gardens Weekend. 

Lepsoc was invited to put up a stand in one of the gar-

dens. Initially Steve Woodhall was going to man the 

stand, but in the mean timemeantime, he and Jane 

were invited to attend the KNP Honorary Rangers' 

gathering in the Kruger Park on the same weekend, so 

Kevin and Stella Cockburn did took over the stand in 

Kloof; with the assistance of Jenny Norman, Sandy du 

Preeez and Karin Cockburn. 

There were twelve indigenous gardens open to the 

public, all so different and all so mouth-wateringly 

beautiful! Each one featured an additional info table or 

tea garden, such as David and Sally Johnston's books; 

and some had nurseries, who were selling appropriate-

ly indigenous plants; garden ornaments; bird baths and 

all sorts of gardeny items were on sale in a number of 

the gardens. 

It was great to be involved. The conservancy members 

and individual gardeners and home owners had 

worked very hard to put together a well-organised 

event. Steve had all we needed for the stand stashed at 

his home, just around the corner from the garden, 

which was to host the Lepsoc stand, so all was easy - 

thank you Steve, and thank you Steve and Jane for the 

accommodation ( with cats and dogs thrown in! ) 

where maps are also augmented by detail on the 

meaning of names of places in the Kruger National 

Park. 

An interesting characteristic of this book on butterflies 

is that it relates to the Kruger National Park in unique 

ways. There is, for example, a section on what butter-

flies and elephants have in common. Healthy humour is 

added when a host plant is illustrated with a lion or 

large herbivore in the same picture. On a serious note, 

by alluding to the co-existence of larger animals and 

the diversity of smaller animals and their food sources 

in the same environment, a sense of place is enhanced. 

Overall, Herbert Otto wrote with a unique style that 

results in a complete field guide with an edge that cer-

tainly adds flavour to the larger body of African Lepi-

doptera literature. 

Finally, this work on the butterflies of the Kruger Na-

tional Park matches well researched scientific facts and 

evokes a feeling that this vast, world-renowned conser-

vation area is a legendary place with magic to be dis-

covered everywhere. It brings butterflies of the Kruger 

National Park home. 

Kevin Cockburn inspecting a butterfly fruit trap 
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The gardens were open to the public on Satur-

day and Sunday. The Lepsoc stand was erected in the 

beautiful indigenous garden of Anno Torr, who has 

lived on the 1ha property for ten years and has done 

a great job of creating different mini habitats and bi-

omes in her garden, which attracts a multitude of 

butterflies and birds.     

We had the use of Annos double garage and drive 

way for the display; which included book sales, poster 

sales, framed photo sales; demo nets and traps; loads 

of info on Lepsoc; a variety of books and some pinned 

species for visitors to salivate over.  

There was a tremendous amount of interest in the 

concept of Lepsoc with many people asking questions 

about "how to get started". Kevin did a great job of 

entertaining visitors with frequent lepi-visitors to the 

alcoholically charged butterfly trap, which he had 

placed strategically along one of the paths in Annos 

beautiful garden.  

One of our Lepsoc members caused a bit of a stir, 

when she visited one of the gardens, which had Val-

ley Vista Nursery selling plants in one of the dappled 

shady corners. Sandy du Preez, camera always at the 

ready, walked past the plants for sale and spotted an 

Abantis bicolour ( Bicoloured Skipper) sitting on one 

of the plants - word got around quickly, but it was 

Sandy's lucky day and nobody saw the butterfly again 

on the weekend. Kevin and I went along to the gar-

den the next day - the offending plant had been 

sold ..... and needless to say, the butterfly was no-

where to be seen!  An interesting sighting for the 

Kloof area. 

Thank you Steve for passing this pleasant task on to 

us, it's always good to be out there, networking with 

like-minded people and converting those who need 

to be converted. 

 

Kloof Indigenous Garden (Photo: Kevin Cockburn) 

Exhibition at Garden (Photo: Kevin Cockburn) 
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What is there to do/learn in our tropical green-

house? 

Butterfly World Tropical Garden, one of the more 

unique attractions of the Western Cape Winelands, 

consists of a tropical garden kept in a 1000 m2 green 

house. This luxuriant paradise makes the free-flying, 

exotic butterflies feel right at home along with many 

other interesting animals who now call Butterfly 

World Tropical Garden their home.  The park is locat-

ed at the cross roads of the Paarl, Stellenbosch and 

Wellington Wine Routes, near the small Boland town 

of Klapmuts. Just off the N1 at Exit 47, on the Route 

44 (300m to the south) and it is very accessible to the 

many tourists visiting the area.  Tropical butterflies are 

raised on breeding farms in countries such as Costa 

Rica, Philippines, Malaysia and China. Pupae are flown 

to display parks such as this one all around the world, 

where the butterflies emerge into their tropical gar-

dens. 

What to see at Butterfly World Tropical Garden 

Butterfly World Tropical Garden imports approximate-

ly 300 butterfly pupae per week, all year 

round.  Butterflies are, apart from high temperature 

and humidity levels, also dependent on the amount of 

sunlight present, and some days which are overcast 

and cold may prevent the butterflies from being as 

active as on a sunny day.  If you visit on such a day, 

spend your time investigating our other interesting 

animal displays (reptiles, tarantulas, birds, marmoset 

monkeys, meerkats and lots more)and see the resting 

butterflies close up, a privilege not always available 

when they are active on a hot day (for more info see 

the garden page insert). 

Educational Programs hosted at Butterfly Tropical 

Garden to schools and interested visiting groups 

Lectures at the Butterfly World Tropical Garden un-

derline the new CAPS (Curriculum Assessment Pro-

gram for Schools) – the age/grade of the children are 

By Alana Witberg 

Exotic butterfly from Brazil  (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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(From www.kraftykid.com) 

Is It your daughter’s birthday, and all she would 

like for her birthday is a butterfly party?  Here is a 

fun way for kids to make something and take it 

home with them. 

Here is how to make it and what the children 

need. 

Supplies: 

The template 

Empty toilet paper roll 

Construction paper 

Chenille stems  (can get this at any craft shop) 
Googley eyes 

Markers, paint or crayons 

Glue or tape 

Scissors 

 

Instructions: 

Print the template out 

Cut out all pieces 

Glue a piece of construction paper to the emp-

ty toilet paper roll. 

Glue the wings to the back of the toilet paper 

roll. 

Cut the chenille stem into 2 pieces and glue or 

tape to the inside of the roll.  Wrap the 

chenille stem around a pencil to give it a 

spiral look. 

Glue googley eyes to 

the front of the 

butterfly’s face. 

Draw a face as de-

sired. 

Have fun! 

taken into account and the lecturers are structured 

uniquely based on the different age groups.   

The learning outcomes for all our lectures are: 

· Learning the differences between Vertebrates and 

Invertebrates 

· Insect Morphology  

· Life Cycles of insects – with emphasis on Butter-

flies’ life cycle and adaptations and their purpose 

in nature 

· Butterflies’ adaptations to their environment and 

their purpose in ecosystems 

· Reptiles (awareness towards venomous and non-

venomous snakes)  

· Indigenous and exotic reptiles; interesting facts 

e.g. chameleon, snakes and iguanas 

· Spiders exotic and indigenous spiders; awareness 

on venomous and non-venomous species 

· Spiders: their purpose in nature 

·  Balance in the ecosystem  e.g. food chain; man’s 

influence on nature, etc 

· Geography of Tropical Rainforests: locations and 

advantages of jungles 

·  Birds: morphology and adaptations to their envi-

ronment 

 Environmental Initiatives 

Promote the conservation initiative of the African As-

sociation of Zoos and Aquariums, which include the 

following: 

·  Rethink plastic bags (our facility is entirely plastic /

shopping bag free) 

·  Rethink plastic bottles (we banned the use of plas-

tic cooldrink bottles with plastic tops/caps) 

· Biodiversity is us 

· We support the 350.org global movement initiative   

· Celebrate global and national initiatives, such as 

Arbor Day  - these include participation programs 

and the involvement of individual visiting schools 

 

Affordability: the entrance fee of visiting school 

groups is under R20 per child; visiting adult groups 

pay under R50 per person 

http://www.kraftykid.com

