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Genus Thestor Hübner, [1819] 
Skollies 

 

In: Hübner, [1816-1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 73 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg. 

Type-species: Papilio petalus Cramer, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.  
Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 281 (91-293).). 

 

= Arrugia Wallengren, 1872.  Ofversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhlhandlingar. 

Stockholm 29 (3): 47 (41-61).  Type-species: Papilio protumnus Linnaeus, by 

subsequent designation (Röber, 1892 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1885-92.  Exotische 

Schmetterlinge 2: 270 (282 pp.). Bayern.). 

 
The genus Thestor belongs to the Family Lycaenidae Leach, 1815; Subfamily Miletinae Reuter, 

1896; Tribe Lachnocnemini Clench, 1955. The other genus in the Tribe Lachnocnemini in the 

Afrotropical Region is Lachnocnema. 

 

Thestor (Skollies) is a purely Afrotropical (southern African) genus comprising 28 species, with 

an additional seven subspecies. Most recently reviewed by Heath & Pringle (2004); species 

groups and taxonomy follow these authors. Adults of Thestor have not been observed nectaring, 

nor do they appear to feed on hemipteran honeydew, a feeding behaviour that is well documented 

in the closely related genus Lachnocnema (Williams & Joannou, 1996: 15). The proboscis is 

rudimentary and females of Thestor basutus survived for up to two weeks in captivity without 

feeding (Williams & Joannou, 1996: 15). The larvae of Thestor basutus and Thestor protumnus 

are hemipterophagous in the first three instars but in later instars they are probably fed directly 

by their host ants (by trophallaxis). Many of the other species, e.g. Thestor yildizae and Thestor 

murrayi probably enter ant nests immediately after eclosing from the egg and may be fully 

trophallactic (see early stage accounts below). Cottrell (1984) noted the following: Eggs are laid 

singly or in small batches on a wide variety of taxonomically unrelated living and dead plants or 

on debris near nests of Anoplolepis custodiens. Newly hatched larvae of T. dicksoni were seen 

being carried into Anoplolepis nests in nature. First instar larvae of T. obscurus carried into an 

artificial nest of Anoplolepis were subsequently ignored by ants. Final (4th instar) larvae of T. 

dicksoni, T. basutus and T. obscurus found in Anoplolepis custodiens nests and pupae of these 

as well as of T. protumnus and an unnamed species were also found in nests of this ant. The DNO 

and TOs are absent but PCOs are present. A 2nd instar of T. basutus has been observed to feed in 

nature on an immature psyllid and it is considered that 1st and 3rd instars are similarly predatory. 

The food of 4th instar larvae including that of T. basutus is unknown. First instar larvae of T. 

obscurus and grown 4th instar larvae of T. dicksoni removed from ants’ nests refuse Anoplolepis 

brood and eventually die. In captivity newly hatched and later instar larvae of T. protumnus will 

feed on waxy secretions, liquid excrement and body fluids of Ceroplastes (Coccidoidea) but 

mortality is very high. Sources (combined for T. basutus Wallengren, T. brachycerus (Trimen), 

T. dicksoni Riley, T. dukei van Son, T. rileyi Pennington, T. holmesi van Son, T. obscurus van 

Son and T. protumnus (L)): Claassens & Dickson (1980), Clark & Dickson (1956a, 1960, 1971), 

Dickson (1945, 1953, 1954), Murray (1935), Riley (1954). 

 
 Relevant literature: 

 Heath et al., 2008  [Trophic and ant associations]. 

 Heath & Pringle, 2004  [Comprehensive generic review] 

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=publications&s=atb
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Basutus species group 

 

 

*Thestor basutus (Wallengren, 1857)# 

Basuto Skolly 

 

 

         
 

Basuto Skolly (Thestor basutus).  Male underside (left), female upperside (centre) and female underside (right). 

Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 
Arrugia basuta Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. 

Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 46 (55 pp.). 

Arrugia basuta Wallengren, 1857.  Trimen & Bowker, 1887b. 

Thestor basutus (Wallengren, 1957).  Swanepoel, 1953: 152. 

Thestor basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 92. 

Thestor basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Pringle et al., 1994: 152. 

Thestor basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 104. 

Thestor basuta (Wallengren, 1857).    D’Abrera, 2009: 692. 

Thestor basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Mecenero et al., 2013: 569. 

Thestor basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Krüger, 2020: 85. 
 

Note: This taxon was originally described by Wallengren, 1857 with the spelling basuta. For the sake of 

nomenclatural stability, we have chosen to follow suit with the majority of the authors listed above who have 

employed the spelling basutus. 

Species groups in the genus Thestor (teste Heath & Pringle, 2004) 
  

Basutus species group – basutus 

 Protumnus species group – protumnus, coetzeri, dryburghi 

 Braunsi species group – braunsi, dicksoni, calviniae 

 Montanus species group – montanus, pictus, rooibergensis, vansoni, strutti 

 Compassbergae species group – compassbergae, kaplani, pringlei, camdeboo 

 Rossouwi species group – rossouwi 

 Murrayi species group – murrayi 

Brachycerus species group – yildizae, rileyi, petra, holmesi, brachycerus, 

overbergensis, barbatus, claassensi, stepheni, penningtoni 
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Thestor basutus basutus.  Male (Wingspan 31 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Port Edward, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  17 December, 2002.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor basutus basutus.  Female (Wingspan 36 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Greylingstad, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  25 January, 2004.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: [South Africa]: “Caffraria [Eastern Cape Province]”.  Holotype probably lost (Clark & 

Dickson, 1971: 263).  Holotype in the Swedish Natural History Museum (images available at 

www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/b). 

Distribution: Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999), Lesotho. 

Habitat: Grassland and grassy areas in open, dry savanna.  It occurs at altitudes from almost sea-level 

to 2 100 m (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habits: Lives in discrete colonies, which may contain less than a dozen individuals, up to many dozens.  

Males have a rapid flight but settle frequently on the ground or on stones.  Females are more sluggish and 

are usually observed fluttering slowly amongst the grass (Pringle et al., 1994).  Males establish and defend 

territories (Williams & Joannou, 1996).  Within their territories they show perching behaviour, using 

either a grass stem or the ground as their perch sites (Williams & Joannou, 1996).  Females fly randomly, 

within the boundaries of the colony, among clumps of grass.  They spend much of the time resting, either 

on blades of grass, or on the ground (Williams & Joannou, 1996).  When searching for oviposition sites 

females have a slow, fluttering flight, from 50 to 300 mm above the ground.  Clumps of grass are 

sequentially inspected for the presence of suitable oviposition sites.  When the grass-clump is large, 

females flutter around it and use their wings to disturb overhanging grass blades.  The movement of the 

grass blades appears to cause small workers of the ant Anoplolepis custodiens (pugnacious ant), if these 

are present at the base of the clump, to run up the grass blades.  Females appear to respond to this 

behaviour of the ants by flying into the grass-clump, among the leaves, on which a single egg is then laid 

very rapidly.  The pugnacious ants often attack the fluttering females as they attempt to lay their eggs, 

and oviposition is sometimes achieved while females are in flight.  Immediately after depositing an egg 

females fly out of the grass-clump and resume their search at nearby grass-clumps, or rest for a variable 

length of time.  Eggs are laid only in grass-clumps inhabited by Anoplolepis custodiens ants.  On a few 

occasions females at the Ysterberg locality oviposited on dicotyledonous plants, such as Becium 

grandiflorum Pich-Serm. (Lamiaceae) and Vigna species (Fabaceae).  Numerous workers of Anoplolepis 

custodiens were present on these plants, harvesting nectar from the flowers.  Closer inspection of grass-

clumps, in which females had oviposited, revealed colonies of a species of grass-feeding coccid 

(Hemiptera: Coccidae) at the base of the clumps, in both localities [Haakdoringboom and Ysterberg].  

The coccid colonies were invariably tended by numerous, small workers of Anoplolepis custodiens ants.  

Although females often laid eggs close to the coccids this was not always the case; eggs were sometimes 
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laid on grass blades 20 cm, or more, from the nearest coccids.  Colonies of coccids or other Hemiptera 

were not found on the dicotyledonous plants on which females occasionally laid eggs (Williams & 

Joannou, 1996).  Williams & Joannou (1996), based on their field observations, concluded that 

oviposition cues were ant-derived rather than prey derived in Thestor basutus capeneri. 

Flight period: October to April (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: 

 

Dickson, 1954: 140  [as Thestor basutus; subspecies basutus]. 
 “Ovipositing….was observed on a table-topped hill above the Inchanga Valley, Natal, on 22nd December, 

1953, when eggs were laid singly (and generally rapidly), on the small plant Vernonia natalensis Sch. 

Bip. (Compositae), on which ants (of the species Anoplolepis custodiens Smith) were also immediately 

noticed, and in view of the known association of Thestor species with ants (J. Ent. Soc. S. Afr. 16 (1): 75, 

1953) it is believed that the plant itself was of little significance.” 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1960: 278  [above Inchanga Valley, KwaZulu-Natal; subspecies basutus]. 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 261, plate 125  [as Thestor basutus; above Inchanga Valley, KwaZulu-Natal; 

subspecies basutus]. 
“Egg:  0.7 mm diam. x 0.5 mm high.  Pure white at first, changing to pale pink.  Eggs are laid in small 

clusters or singly, generally the latter; and when the present observations were made, on two small plants, the main 

one being Vernonia natalensis Sch. Bip. (Compositae), on which there were ants and Psyllids.  They hatch after 10 

days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 10-14 days; 2nd instar growing 

to 3.5 mm in 10-18 days; 3rd instar growing to 7 mm in 15-25 days; 4th instar growing to 18 mm in an unspecified 

period.  There is a possibility of a second brood.  Hibernation may occur in the larval or pupa-state.  In the 1st to 

3rd instars, larvae live among Psyllids, upon which they feed, but on moulting into the 4th instar they enter ants’ 

nests, in which they can be found in the larval and pupa-state, unmolested by the ants.  On the 4th segment of the 

2nd to 4th instar larvae, the spiracle on each side is in an elaborately seta-protected depression.  After each moult, 

the discarded skin is left in a neat pile with the head-piece attached to it.  The ants which were found to be associated 

with the larva were of the species Anoplolepis custodiens Smith.  A larva in the early 4th instar (9 mm in length) 

was discovered in the run of an ants’ nest, some 50 mm below ground level, next to a very large stone, on 13 

February 1955.  Like that of T. protumnus, the larvae of basutus seem to have a relatively tough integument and 

there are rows of unusual, prominent depressions along its body.  Pupa:  13-15 mm.  Found unattached in ants’ 

nests.  There are no cremastral hooks.  The pupal state varies greatly but in one instance it appeared to be 20 days’ 

duration.  On raising a rounded stone of about 175 mm diameter, on the date mentioned above, an ants’ nest was 

revealed in which there were numerous ants and their immature stages and, to one side of the hollow, a pupa of T. 

basutus was observed, lying loosely and slightly embedded in the earth.  This nest was not otherwise disturbed but 

when being investigated again, three days later, another, larger pupa of the butterfly was found in it, just within the 

wall of the depression and lying, dorsum uppermost, about 25 mm below the level of the ground outside the nest.  

The pupa of T. basutus is decidedly thick in proportion to its length; anteriorly very blunt and rounded and 

terminating obtusely at its posterior end.”  “Recorded from eggs, larvae and pupae from above Inchanga Valley, 

Natal.” 
 

Williams & Joannou, 1996: 12  [as Thestor basutus capeneri; Haakdoringboom, Gauteng, and 

Ysterberg, Limpopo Province] (Met. 7 (1): 12-16). 
“Field observations were made at Haakdoringboom (25.35°S; 28.07°E), about 15 km north-west of 

Pretoria, Gauteng Province, during the months of December and January, from 1990 to 1992.  Additional studies 

were conducted on another colony of T. b. capeneri at the foot of Ysterberg (24.06°S; 29.12°E), between 

Potgietersrus and Pietersburg, Northern Transvaal Province, [Limpopo Province] in November, 1993.” 

“Captive females laid eggs readily on the surface of plastic containers in which they were kept, despite the 

absence of plant material, ants or coccids.  Attempts to feed captive females on a honey-water solution failed 

because the proboscis was found to be rudimentary and is apparently non-functional.  Despite the fact that females 

did not feed, some lived for as long as two weeks following capture.  In the first three instars larvae are carnivorous, 

feeding on the coccids, including the white, popcorn-like egg packets laid by the female coccids.  Larvae, in the 

first three instars, were found in the field living among the colonies of coccids on the grass blades and appeared to 

be completely ignored by the A. custodiens ants that were tending the coccids.  By the end of the third instar the 

larvae were grass-green in colour and about 6 mm in length.  Following the third moult the early fourth instar larvae 

were dark brown in colour.  In captivity, fourth instar larvae refused to feed on the coccids on which they had fed 

in the previous three instars, and wandered off the grass stems.  Independent observations by both authors showed 

that the fourth instar larvae, when placed in the arena of a formicarium containing a colony of A. custodiens, 

appeared to seek the entrance to the ant nest.  On finding the entrance, larvae crawled into the nest unhindered, and 

were ignored by the ants.  Once inside the nest larvae appeared to elicit only cursory examinations from the ants, 

even when they were resting in close proximity to the ant brood in the nest chamber.  Larvae were observed either 
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wandering around the arena, or resting inside the ants’ nest.  There was no apparent temporal pattern regarding the 

location of the larvae; larvae were found both inside and outside the nest at different times of the day and night.  We 

were unable to ascertain the diet of the fourth stage larvae.  They were not observed to feed on either ant brood 

inside the nest, or on coccids placed in the arena, and died within a few days of being introduced into the 

formicarium.” 

 

Claassens & Heath, 2003: 48  [as Thestor basutus basutus; KwaZulu-Natal]. 
  “In late November, 1999 the present authors received a fourth instar larva of Thestor basutus basutus from 

KwaZulu-Natal, collected by Sheng-Shan Lu.  They introduced the larva to a formicarium similar to that described 

by Claassens (1974).  The formicarium housed a colony of the pugnacious ant taken from Table Mountain, Cape 

Town.  This colony contained eggs, larvae and pupae, together with many workers and a queen.  The ants took very 

little notice of the larva, which hardly moved amongst the ants.  It was never seen to solicit food from the ants and 

it was not fed by trophallaxis.  It did, however, feed, or try to feed, on detritus from the floor of the plaster of Paris 

nest and the ants were seen to apparently deposit tiny bits of detritus near the larva, which it seemed to eat (Heath 

& Claassens, 2000).  Although plenty of ant brood was present, the larva did not prey on it.  After surviving for four 

weeks, the larva died, presumably from starvation.” 

“In late November, 2002 four final instar larvae of T. b. basutus were collected from a nest of the 

pugnacious ant found in KwaZulu-Natal.  A large colony of the host-ant was also collected, together with ample 

brood of all stages.  The larvae measured 16 mm in length when at rest and about 7 mm maximum width.  The ants 

and larvae were introduced into a formicarium and arena (see Claassens, 1974).  The ants were fed on a mixed diet 

of insects, chopped up cooked chicken, and other meat.  Fresh water, concentrated sugar solution, and honey diluted 

in water, were placed in small containers in the arena and were regularly replenished.”   

“Observations on the habits of T. b. basutus final instar larvae.  Trophallaxis:  The larvae were often 

observed to move among the host-ants with their ‘neck’ extended and head raised well above the floor of the nest.  

After searching for two ants engaged in trophallaxis it approached close enough to place its head between them and 

intercept the regurgitations passing between them.  One of the ants usually retreated shortly thereafter, but the guest 

larvae continued being fed by the remaining ant.  This feeding behaviour differed markedly from that of T. pictus 

van Son and T. obscurus van Son [now yildizae], which waited for individual passing ants and solicited food from 

them by quickly extending the neck and attempting to engage mouth-parts.  The larvae of these two species were 

fed by trophallaxis without either the larvae or the ants raising their heads high (Claassens & Heath, 1997; Heath & 

Claassens, 2000, 2003).  Claassens (in this issue) compared the method of feeding of T. b. basutus larvae with a 

similar method employed by a myrmecophilous fishmoth, Atelura sp. (Thysanura: Nicoletiidae), which were also 

kept in a formicarium with a colony of the pugnaciuos ant.  Carnivory:  On a few occasions a larva was seen to 

drag a host-ant egg or small ant larva beneath its carapace.  When, after a considerable time, the larva moved on, 

there was no sign of the prey and it is concluded that it was devoured by the larva.  Detritus feeding:  A larva was 

occasionally seen to ‘apparently’ scavenge the floor of the plaster of Paris nest.  This took the form of moving the 

head from side to side as if searching for something, or laying silk (although no silk was laid).  This observation 

was also recorded for final instar larvae of T. b. basutus, as well as of T. pictus, where the ants also deposited small 

particles for the larva to eat (Heath & Claassens, 2000, 2003).  The larvae did not feed on the many tiny red mites, 

which moved between and over them.  These tiny myrmecophiles were completely ignored by the host-ants and 

presumably survive as scavengers.  Grooming:  A Thestor b. basutus larva was occasionally seen to ‘lick’ a host-

ant, head, body and even legs.  The ant remained motionless during this treatment, which sometimes lasts for several 

minutes.  Claassens (1976) observed similar behaviour in final instar larvae of Lepidochrysops trimeni (Bethune-

Baker) and L. methymna methymna (Trimen), which were kept in formicaria together with their host-ant 

Camponotus maculatus Fabricius (Camponotinae).  The purpose behind this grooming is not clear.  One possibility 

is that cuticular secretions or detritus particles adhering to the ant are somehow attractive to the larva.  Pupation:  

Six or seven days after their introduction into the formicarium the larvae gradually fed less often by trophallaxis, 

they turned lighter in colour, shortened a little, assumed a more arched shape and eventually stopped moving 

altogether.  This pre-pupal behaviour lasted for three to four days after which pupation was observed.  During the 

pre-pupal stage the ants’ attention to the larvae increased and sometimes several ants crowded on their surface, 

presumably feeding on some secretion,  However, during the actual change from larva to pupa which was observed 

from beginning to end, taking about an hour, the ants showed no interest at all.  The pupae were about 12 mm long 

and 6 mm at maximum width.  The actual size of the pupae depended mostly on their sex, females being a little 

larger than males.  Like the pupae of other Thestor spp. examined, the pupae of T. b. basutus were rather stout in 

relation to their length.  They were loosely attached to the floor of the plaster of Paris nest at their posterior end, 

although they lacked cremastral hooks.  They stayed in the same position during the entire pupal stage, which lasted 

about 22 days.  The pupae were often visited by ants, sometimes 10 or more congregating on one pupa, touching it 

with their antennae (palpating) while pressing their mouth parts against the pupal surface.  The ants may have 

obtained an epidermal secretion produced by tiny lenticels or PCO’s (perforated cupola organs) present on the larval 

cuticle, as well as the pupa.  This palpating behaviour gradually becomes less frequent during the development of 

the imago but increased again immediately prior to eclosion, probably due to increased secretion by the pupa.  

Eclosion:  The pupae turned from light to dark amber, through to brown.  Eclosion took place early in the morning 

but not before dawn.  During eclosion the ants showed no interest in the pupa and the imagines worked their way 

out of the pupal shell unassisted by the ants.  Three of the imagines, one male and two females, soon found their 
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way to the nest exit and into the arena about 30 cm away where they completed wing expansion.  Fluffy material 

on the adult’s abdomen and legs prevented ants from approaching while it escaped from the nest.  The fluff would 

presumably be shed during its first flight.  One male, with a defective wing, did not make it to the exit, was attacked, 

killed and devoured by the host-ants, in spite of being covered in loose material.  A similar observation was also 

made earlier in respect of an eclosed T. pictus imago which did not escape to the exit (Claassens, unpublished).  In 

the arena the perfect imagines were not interfered with by foraging ants.  Initially the ants showed considerable 

interest in the pupal shell, but soon left it alone and undamaged.  After eclosion the pupal shell remained in the same 

position for several months.” 

“Discussion.  Feeding methods:  Having observed T. obscurus [now yildizae] and T. pictus final instar 

larvae fed by trophallaxis after soliciting single passing host-ants, the author’s might have concluded that this 

precise method of feeding would apply to all Thestor spp.  Observations on T. b. basutus larvae have now proved 

otherwise.  There are about 30 species of Thestor known from southern Africa and so the feeding habits of many 

more species need to be observed before a total picture can be drawn.  The inference that T. b. basutus final instar 

larvae complement their usual diet by feeding on ant brood and detritus may be an indication that the balance of 

these feeding behaviours may vary considerably among Thestor species.  Carnivory and detritovory may well be 

important in circumstances where a host-ant colony has become marginally too small, or is otherwise unable to 

support adequate trophallaxis feeding for the larvae.  Indications are that T. b. basutus exploits, in various degrees, 

all the entomophagous opportunities to which it is exposed, namely Homoptera and their secretions, ant 

regurgitations, ant-brood and ant-derived detritus.  Host-specificity: It was learned that when keeping Thestor larvae 

for observation in a formicarium, the ants must be taken from a colony in which the larvae were found, or at least 

the same species of ant found in the immediate vicinity.  Pugnacious ants of Table Mountain, for instance, did not 

successfully substitute KwaZulu-Natal ants.  A similar situation was noted for Chrysoritis dicksoni (Gabriel) (Heath 

& Brinkman, 1995: 121).  This host-specificity was one of the important lessons learned from rearing T. b. basutus 

larvae in captivity.  Reconstruction of the Anoplolepis ant phylogeny and mapping it against a Thestor phylogeny 

may reveal some interesting new associations.  Grooming:  Grooming of host-ants by lepidopterous larvae has now 

been reported for two unrelated species of lycaenid larvae and two unrelated species of ant.  Future observations 

may prove this behaviour to be more common than was initially thought.  To understand this behaviour many 

detailed laboratory observations are still required, however, it indicates the degree to which larvae can integrate 

themselves into the host-ants social life.”  

 

 

                 
 

                                  Thestor basutus basutus egg.                                         Thestor basutus capeneri larva feeding on the grass-coccid 

                               Image courtesy Steve Woodhall.                                                   Pulvinaria ickeryi.  Image by John Joannou. 

 

 

Larval food: 

Psyllids (Hemiptera: Psyllidae) (in the first three larval instars) [Clark & Dickson, 1960: 279; above 

Inchanga Valley, KwaZulu-Natal; for Thestor basutus basutus]. 

Pulvinaria iceryi (Signoret) (Coccidae) [Williams & Joannou, 1996: 14; infesting grasses; for the first 

three larval instars only; Haakdoringboom, Gauteng, and Ysterberg, Limpopo Province; for 

Thestor basutus capeneri; identified by I.M. Millar, Plant Protection Research Institute, Pretoria 

(National Insect Collection, Accession No. HC6333)]. 

Associated ant: 

Anoplolepis custodiens Smith [Clark & Dickson, 1971: 262; for subspecies basutus]. 

Anoplolepis custodiens Smith [Williams & Joannou, 1996: 12; Haakdoringboom, Gauteng, and 

Ysterberg, Limpopo Province; for subspecies capeneri]. 
Note:  In Pringle et al. (1994: 152) the references made with respect to the life history and larval food for Thestor 

basutus capeneri Dickson actually refer to the nominate subspecies.  Conversely, the reference to the larval food 

for the nominate subspecies refers to subspecies capeneri. 
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Relevant literature: 
Claassens, 2003b  [Thysanura associated with host ant]. 

 

 

Thestor basutus basutus (Wallengren, 1857)# 

Basuto Skolly 
 

Arrugia basuta Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. 

Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 46 (55 pp.). 

Arrugia basuta Wallengren, 1857.  Trimen & Bowker, 1887b. 

Thestor basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor basutus basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Pringle et al., 1994: 152. 

Thestor basutus basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 104. 

Thestor basutus basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Mecenero et al., 2013: 569. 

Thestor basutus basutus (Wallengren, 1857).  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor basutus basutus.  Male (Wingspan 31 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Port Edward, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  17 December, 2002.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor basutus basutus.  Female (Wingspan 36 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Greylingstad, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  25 January, 2004.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: [South Africa]: “Caffraria [Eastern Cape Province]”.  Holotype probably lost (Clark & 

Dickson, 1971: 263).  Holotype in the Swedish Natural History Museum (images available at 

www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/b)”. 

Diagnosis: Females vary considerably in the amount of white scaling on the upperside of the wings 

(Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution: Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (Mpumalanga, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, 

Eastern Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999), Lesotho. 

Specific localities: 

Zimbabwe – Nyanga (Pringle et al., 1994); Harare (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953). 

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Brandfort (Swanepoel, 1953); Clarens 

(Williams). 

KwaZulu-Natal – Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Drummond (Swanepoel, 
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1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Inchanga (Dickson); Wing Walk Farm, Karkloof 

(Woodhall). 

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Cathcart (McMaster). 

Northern Cape Province – Maribogo, near Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953). 

Swaziland – Malolotja Nature Reserve (www.sntc.org.sz). 

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokhotlong (Swanepoel, 1953). 
 

zaraces Hewitson, 1874 (as sp. of Zeritis).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 

354 (343-355).  [South Africa]: “South Africa”. 

 

 

Thestor basutus capeneri Dickson, 1972# 

Northern Basuto Skolly 
 

Thestor basutus capeneri Dickson, 1972.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 84: 253 (253-256). 

Thestor basutus capeneri Dickson, 1972.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor basutus capeneri Dickson, 1972.  Pringle et al., 1994: 152. 

Thestor basutus capeneri Dickson, 1972.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 104. 

Thestor basutus capeneri Dickson, 1972.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 569. 

Thestor basutus capeneri Dickson, 1972.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor basutus capeneri.  Male (Wingspan 32 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Ysterberg (20 km south of Polokwane), Limpopo Province, South Africa.  20 November 1993. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor basutus capeneri.  Female (Wingspan 35 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Ysterberg (20 km south of Polokwane), Limpopo Province, South Africa.  20 November 1993. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Transvaal, Lucerne, near Zeerust [North West Province]”.  Holotype in 

the Natural History Museum, London. 

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies chiefly in the more pointed forewing of the male and 

the more extensive white markings on the upperside of the wings in both sexes (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution: Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, North West Province, Gauteng). 

Specific localities: 

Botswana – Metsimaklaba (Van Son, 1936); Gaborone (Van Son, 1936). 

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietersburg 

(Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Dendron (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg 

http://www.sntc.org.sz/
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district (Swanepoel, 1953); Ysterberg, south of Polokwane (Pringle et al., 1994). 

North West Province – Lucerne, near Zeerust (TL); Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953); Groot Marico 

(Swanepoel, 1953). 

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Pienaars River (Pringle et al., 1994); Haakdoringboom, north of 

Pretoria (Williams); Breednek, on the Magaliesberg (Williams). 

 

 

Protumnus species group 

 

*Thestor  protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764)# 

Boland Skolly 

 

Papilio protumnus Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae: 340 (720 pp.). Holmiae. 

Zeritis protumnus Linnaeus.  Trimen, 1866a. 

Arrugia protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Trimen & Bowker, 1887b. 

Thestor protumnus Linnaeus.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Pringle et al., 1994: 140. 

Thestor protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 105. 

Thestor protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Mecenero et al., 2013: 583. 

Thestor protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Krüger, 2020: 86. 
 

                
 

 
Thestor protumnus protumnus male (Wingspan 33 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor protumnus protumnus female (Wingspan 38 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

Type locality: [South Africa]: “Tulbagh, Cap. b. Spei [Western Cape Province]”.  Lectotype designated 

by Honey & Scoble, 2001: 374. 

Diagnosis: This is a variable species.  Occasional males are devoid of the ochreous markings, being 

entirely dark. 

Distribution: Namibia (Swart, 2004), South Africa. 

Habitat: Fynbos (nominate subspecies) and Karoo (subspecies aridus). Form mijburghi of subspecies 

aridus is found in flat, sandy areas that are covered by small shrubs, many of which are 

mesembryanthemums (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habits: Found in discrete colonies which sometimes contain large numbers of individuals.  Males 

defend small territories, flying around very rapidly then abruptly settling on the ground (Pringle et al., 

1994).   

Flight period: October to December (Pringle et al., 1994); September to December (Heath & Pringle, 
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2004).  Subspecies aridus has also been recorded in January (Pringle et al., 1994).  The recorded 

months for form mijburghi are late August, September and October (Heath & Pringle, 2004) with an 

early December record from near Springbok by the Pringles (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1960: 278  [as Thestor protumnus aridus; Nieuwveld Mountains, near Beaufort West, 

Western Cape]. 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 252, plate 118  [as Thestor protumnus aridus; same locality as for the publication 

above]. 
“Egg:  0.7 mm diam. x 0.55 mm high.  Pure white at first, changing to pinkish-salmon.  Eggs are laid singly 

or in small clusters, and a couple of dozen have been seen to be laid in about 5 minutes but not all of them 

immediately next to one another.  The pronounced bulge, on one side, on top of the egg is present in all the known 

eggs of this genus.  Eggs hatch after some 10 days.  Larva:  1st instar 1.25 mm, growing to 2.25 mm in 14 days; 

2nd instar growing to 3.5 mm in 18 days; 3rd instar growing to 5.5 mm in 22 days; 4th instar growing to 18 mm in 

some 30 days or possibly hibernating.  It is possible also that there is an additional instar.  In the first three instars 

larvae have crawled among Coccids and, after removing the latter’s pith-like covering, have sucked their blood.  

The larvae also clean up droppings.  After the 3rd instar larvae are likely to be taken into ant’s nests and spend the 

rest of the larval state and pupate in them.  In the 2nd to 4th instars the spiracle on each side of the 4th segment is 

in a seta-protected depression.  Larvae moult among the Coccids, and crawl out of their old skin and leave it in a 

neat pile with the old head-piece attached to it.  Pupa:  13-13.5 mm.  The pupae probably normally rest on the floor 

of an ant’s nest, possibly often under a stone.  There are no cremastral hooks.  The protected spiracle of the 4th 

segment of the larva is represented by a scar on the pupa.  The duration of the pupal state has not been ascertained 

but it is concluded to be of considerable length.  The egg and the 1st larval instar show that T. p. protumnus and T. 

p. aridus are likely to be conspecific.  Recorded from eggs from the summit of the Nieuwveld Mountains, near 

Beaufort West, western Cape Province.” 

 

Heath & Pringle, 2004: 94  [T. protumnus protumnus]. 
At Redhill, near Simonstown, Selb and Heath observed the species ovipositing among unidentified 

Hemiptera that were attended by ants of the genus Anoplolepis. 

 

Larval food: 

Coccids (Hemiptera: Coccidae) [Clark & Dickson, 1960: 278; in captivity]  Note:  The larvae (from 

near Beaufort West) were reared to the fourth instar on coccids found at Port Elizabeth. 

Ceroplastes species (Coccidae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 89]  Note:  These coccids, presumably, were 

those fed to the larvae referred to in the 1960 publication, above. 

Associated ant: 

Anoplolepis sp. (Formicidae) [Heath & Pringle, 2004]. 
 

 

Thestor protumnus protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764)# 

Boland Skolly 

 

Papilio protumnus Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae: 340 (720 pp.). Holmiae. 

Zeritis protumnus Linnaeus.  Trimen, 1866a. 

Arrugia protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Trimen & Bowker, 1887b. 

Thestor protumnus Linnaeus.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor protumnus protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Pringle et al., 1994: 140. 

Thestor protumnus protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).  Heath & Pringle: 105. 

Thestor protumnus protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).Mecenero et al., 2013: 583. 

Thestor protumnus protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764).Krüger, 2020: 86. 
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Thestor protumnus protumnus male (Wingspan 33 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor protumnus protumnus female (Wingspan 38 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

Type locality: [South Africa]: “Tulbagh, Cap. b. Spei [Western Cape Province]”.  Lectotype designated 

by Honey & Scoble, 2001: 374. 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Simonstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Silver Mine Valley (Swanepoel, 1953); 

Platrug (Swanepoel, 1953); Stellenbosch (Swanepoel, 1953); Tygerberg (Pringle et al., 1994); 

Perdeberg (Pringle et al., 1994); near Melkbosstrand (Pringle et al., 1994); Darling (Pringle et 

al., 1994); Yzerfontein (Pringle et al., 1994); Piketberg (Pringle et al., 1994); Franschhoek 

(Pringle et al., 1994); slopes of the Helderberg, near Somerset West (Pringle et al., 1994); 

Kobee Mountain, south-east of Vanrhynsdorp (Wykeham); Redhill, near Simonstown (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004). 
 

petalus Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, 1779-80 (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in 

de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 84 (176 pp.).  Amsteldam & Utrecht.  [South Africa]: 

“Cap de Bonne Espérance”. 

 

silvius Fabricius, 1787 (as sp. of Papilio).  Mantissa Insectorum 2: 88 (382 pp.). Hafniae.  [South Africa]: 

“Cap. bon. Spei”. 
 

 

Thestor protumnus aridus van Son, 1941# 

Namaqua Boland Skolly 

 

Thestor protumnus aridus van Son, 1941.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 4: 188 (179-196). 

Thestor aridus Van Son.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor protumnus aridus Van Son, 1941.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor protumnus aridus Van Son, 1941.  Pringle et al., 1994: 140. 

Thestor protumnus aridus van Son, 1941.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 105. 

Thestor protumnus aridus van Son, 1941.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 583. 

Thestor protumnus aridus van Son, 1941.   Krüger, 2020: 86. 
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Thestor protumnus aridus male (Wingspan 32 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor protumnus aridus female (Wingspan 36 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Matjesfontein, Cape Province [Western Cape Province]”.  Holotype in 

the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Less heavily marked than the nominate subspecies, with the yellow-ochreous colouration on 

the upperside of the wings more extensive (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution: Namibia (Swart, 2004), South Africa (North West Province, Free State Province, Eastern 

Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Namibia – Between Rosh Pinah and Aus (Swart, 2004). 

North West Province – Kalkfontein (Morant). 

Free State Province – Kaalspruit (Irving); Virginia (Irving); Bloemfontein (Irving). 

Eastern Cape Province – Graaff-Reinet (Swanepoel, 1953); Burghersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); 

Middelburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953). 

Western Cape Province – Matjiesfontein (TL); Calitzdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Willowmore (Swanepoel, 

1953); Nieuwveld Mountains, near Beaufort West (Clark and Dickson, 1960); Vanrhynsdorp 

(Pringle et al., 1994); between Robertson and Worcester (Duke); Shaw’s Mountain Pass, near 

Caledon (E. Pringle). 

Northern Cape Province – Springbok (Swanepoel, 1953); Garies (Swanepoel, 1953); Calvinia 

(Swanepoel, 1953); Carnarvon (Swanepoel, 1953); De Aar (Swanepoel, 1953); Griqualand 

West (Swanepoel, 1953); Vaal River (Swanepoel, 1953); Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953); 

Blesberg Mine, north of Steinkopf (Mijburgh; 20 km north of Steinkopf (Mijburgh); 10 km 

north of Steinkopf (Ball and Heath); Khoromus, 25 km north-east of Steinkopf (Heath); 

Witwater, 35 km north-east of Garies (Heath); Wolfhok, 25 km north-east of Garies (Heath). 

 
mijburghi Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 (as ssp. of Thestor protumnus).  In: Pringle, Henning, & Ball 

[eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 141 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South 

Africa.  Type locality: South Africa: “Little Namaqualand: Blesberg Mine, north of Steinkopf, 7 Sept. 

1972 (R.J. Mijburgh).”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.  Diagnosis:  Larger than subspecies 

aridus, with the yellow-ochreous coloration on the upperside of the wings more extensive.  The ground-

colour is paler and the underside of the hindwing is of a more uniform greyish tone (Pringle et al., 1994).  

Further details are in Pringle et al. (1994: 141).  Downgraded to a form of Thestor protumnus aridus by 

Heath & Pringle (2004). 

 

 

Thestor protumnus terblanchei Henning & Henning, 1993# 

Northern Boland Skolly 

 

Thestor terblanchei Henning & Henning, 1993.  Metamorphosis 4 (4): 162 (159-164). 

Thestor protumnus terblanchei Henning & Henning, 1993.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 106. stat. nov. 

Thestor protumnus terblanchei Henning & Henning, 1993.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 584. 

Thestor protumnus terblanchei Henning & Henning, 1993.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 
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Thestor protumnus terblanchei. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Mooimeisieshoek, Korannaberg, Free State Province, South Africa. 13 February 1994. G.A. Henning. 

Images G. Henning ex Henning Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor protumnus terblanchei. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Mooimeisieshoek, Korannaberg, Free State Province, South Africa. 13 February 1994. G.A. Henning. 

Images G. Henning ex Henning Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: Mooimeisieshoek, Korannaberg, Orange Free State [Free 

State Province], 14.i.1991, R.F. Terblanche”.  Described from six males and two females, all from the 

type locality.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Differs from nominotypical protumnus in its smaller size (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province).  Known only from the type locality. 

Specific localities: 

Free State Province – Mooimeisieshoek, Korannaberg (TL). 

Habitat: Dry karoo-type vegetation on the lower slopes and gullies of the Korannaberg.  The slope is 

south-west facing.  Specimens occur singly over a wide area.  Males fly around gravel patches. 

Flight period: Recorded in January to March. 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
Conservation status: Classified as Vulnerable by Henning et al., 2009: 63 and Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

Note:  D’Abrera (2009: 694) informally treats Thestor terblanchei Henning & Henning, 1993 as a valid species 

(with misattributed authorship), and as a synonym of Thestor protumnus aridus van Son, 1941 (p. 693), apparently 

being unaware of the generic revision published by Heath & Pringle (2004) in which terblanchei was formally 

downgraded to Thestor protumnus terblanchei Henning & Henning, 1993. 

 

 

*Thestor coetzeri Pringle & Heath, 2019# 

Inky Skolly 

 

Thestor coetzeri Pringle & Heath, 2019. Metamorphosis 30: 86 (51-54). 
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Thestor coetzeri. Male (Holotype). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Middlebergpas, Citrusdal, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 17 December 2017. A. Coetzer. 

Images A. Coetzer ex Coetzer Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor coetzeri. Female (Allotype). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Middlebergpas, Citrusdal, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 17 December 2017. A. Coetzer. 

Images A. Coetzer ex Coetzer Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: Middlebergpas, Citrusdal, Western Cape Province. 32°37'32.18"S, 

19°08'06.07"E, c. 900 m. Holotype (male): 17.xii.2017, A. Coetzer leg.; in the Ditsong Museum of 

Natural History, Pretoria, South Africa. 

Diagnosis: “The extent of the dark markings in both sexes on all wings is a remarkable feature of this 

insect. As mentioned previously only a very small proportion of the males are similar to the darkest males 

of the nominate race. Species within all Thestor groups except for the braunsi and compassbergae groups 

have dark and light forms, and the present species is no exception. However, no males or females of 

nominate protumnus have produced forms which are comparable to the normal form of this species. There 

are in addition other consistent differences between this species and the nominate race: in the male, the 

faint submarginal dots visible on the forewing underside of the nominate race are absent; in the female, 

the dark spots on both wing surfaces are consistently larger than in the nominate race, and the spots of 

the discal band of the forewing are angled much more sharply towards the base in area 3.” 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Middlebergpas, Citrusdal (TL); Aurora mountains (H. Selb, pers comm. May, 

2023). 

Habitat: “Cedarberg Sandstone Fynbos FFs4 (Mucina & Rutherford, 2006), on the lower slopes of the 

Cedarberg mountains, at an altitude of 880–930 m.” 

Habits: Males prefer open, sandy patches, where they settle frequently on rocks, the ground or on 

vegetation. The flight of the males is rapid but they often return to their original perch. Females are 

much scarcer and fly lower down the slopes, in taller fynbos (Pringle & Heath, 2019). 

Flight period: November and December (Pringle & Heath, 2019). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

 

*Thestor dryburghi van Son, 1966# 

Arkoep Skolly 
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Thestor dryburghi van Son, 1966.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 25: 86 (81-89). 

Thestor dryburghi Van Son, 1966. Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor dryburghi Van Son, 1966. Pringle et al., 1994: 142. 

Thestor dryburghi van Son, 1966.  Heath & Prngle, 2004: 106. 

Thestor dryburghi van Son, 1966.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 576. 

Thestor dryburghi van Son, 1966.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor dryburghi. Male (Wingspan 36 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Arakoep, Northern Cape Province, South Africa.  2 October 2010.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor dryburghi.  Female (Wingspan 38 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Arakoep, Northern Cape Province, South Africa.  2 October 2010.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Kamieskroon (Namaqualand) [Northern Cape Province]”.  Holotype in 

the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Similar to Thestor protumnus.  Differs from Thestor protumnus aridus in the following 

respects: outer margin of forewing in male more rounded; hindwings in both sexes more evenly covered 

by dark scales and postdiscal dark spots smaller (Heath & Pringle, 2004).  There are two main 

variations within the species, one darker than the other (Pringle et al., 1994). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Distribution of Thestor dryburghi 
 

Northern Cape Province. 
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Northern Cape Province – Kamieskroon (TL); between Kamieskroon and Leliefontein Mission 

(Pennington); on a small koppie north of Springbok (Pennington); hills to the north of 

Kamieskroon (Dickson and Wykeham); north-west of Steinkopf (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Habitat: Hilly parts of the Succulent Karoo.  Colonies are found on isolated koppies [hills] (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004). 

Habits: Flies rapidly about a restricted area, settling frequently, and abruptly, on stones or on the 

ground (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: August to October (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

Braunsi species group 

 

 

*Thestor braunsi van Son, 1941# 

Brauns’s Skolly 

 

Thestor braunsi van Son, 1941.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 4: 186 (179-196). 

Thestor braunsi Van Son.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor braunsi Van Son, 1941.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor braunsi Van Son, 1941.  Pringle et al., 1994: 145. 

Thestor braunsi van Son, 1941.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 107. 

Thestor braunsi van Son, 1941.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 571. 

Thestor braunsi van Son, 1941.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor braunsi.  Male (Wingspan 27 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Greyton, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  7 January 2013.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 

 

                
 

 
Thestor braunsi.  Female (Wingspan 29 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Greyton, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  7 January 2013.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Willowmore, Cape Province [Eastern Cape Province]”.  Holotype in the 

Natural History Museum, London (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Diagnosis:  Most similar to Thestor dicksoni but, unlike the latter, has both dark and pale forms (Heath 

& Pringle, 2004). 
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Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Eastern Cape Province – near Willowmore (TL; Swanepoel and Van Son); Patensie (Mecenero et al., 

2013). 

Western Cape Province – near Uniondale (Swanepoel and Van Son); Matjesfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); 

Swartberg Mountains (Pringle et al., 1994); near Worcester (Pringle et al., 1994); Robertson 

district (Pringle et al., 1994); Riviersonderend Mountains, at Greyton (Kaplan and Stephen); 

Karoopoort (Kaplan and Wykeham); Plettenberg Bay (Trimen). 

Habits: A wary insect that flies off rapidly when approached, but it usually soon returns to the same 

spot, settling on the ground or on stones (Pringle et al., 1994).  Flies sympatrically with Thestor kaplani 

at Greyton, their flight periods often overlapping (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Flight period: It appears to be double-brooded, flying in October and again in March (Pringle et al., 

1994).  Also found early in January at Greyton (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

 

*Thestor dicksoni Riley, 1954# 

Karoo Skolly 

 

Thestor dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Entomologist 87: 97 (97-102). 

Thestor dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Pringle et al., 1994: 142. 

Thestor dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 107. 

Thestor dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 574. 

Thestor dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor dicksoni dicksoni.  Male (Wingspan 36 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Dasklip Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  13 March 2010.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Distribution of Thestor braunsi 
 

Eastern Cape Province, Western 

Cape Province. 
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Thestor dicksoni dicksoni.  Female (Wingspan 44 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Dasklip Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  13 March 2010.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Roode Zands Mountains, above Tulbagh Kloof, Cape Province [Western 

Cape Province]”.  Holotype in the Natural History Museum, London. 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa. 

Habitat: The nominate subspecies occurs in montane fynbos.  Subspecies warreni is found in 

strandveld and subspecies malagas occurs in coastal fynbos (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habits: The flight is fast but it settles often, on the ground or on low bushes (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: The nominate subspecies has been recorded in January, March and April (Pringle et al., 

1994); most numerous from late February to early March (Heath & Pringle, 2004).  Subspecies warreni 

flies in March and April (Heath & Pringle, 2004).  Subspecies malagas flies in late February and March 

(Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Early stages: 

 

Riley, 1954: 98  [as Thestor dicksoni dicksoni] (Entomologist 87: 98-102). 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 256, plate 119  [as Thestor dicksoni dicksoni; Roodezands Mountains, above 

Tulbagh Kloof, Western Cape]. 
“Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.35 mm high.  White when laid and of the shape which is characteristic of this 

genus, with an hexagonal pattern of raised ridges, the cells decreasing in size on the top of the egg and becoming 

extremely small towards the micropyle. Usually laid in small clusters on twigs or other dry bits of vegetation.  Eggs 

hatch 10-14 days after they are laid.  Larva:  On emergence, about 1 mm in length.  Mainly straw-coloured.  Head 

very dark brown to blackish.  On the body are two narrow, white longitudinal dorsal streaks and white colouring 

outwardly, as in the illustration.  Neck-shield and anal-shield blackish, and both apparently bearing small white 

stud-shaped setae.  The setae and their general arrangement are shown in the adjoining plate; the most outwardly 

placed lateral ones are of a remakable, rather fan-shaped type, these, as well as the other setae, being white.  All 

larvae which were under observation in the 1st instar, died, and of the subsequent instars only the final one is known.  

In the final instar larvae are 12-15.5 mm in length when at rest and contracted, and 14.4-19.4 mm when extended 

(but it is believed that a greater length is attained at full growth).  The larva is very broad and convex above, but 

becomes much narrower towards each end owing to the curvature of the sides, and is flattened ventrally.  It is rather 

broadly but shallowly furrowed medio-dorsally, and the segmental divisions up to and including the one between 

segments 10 and 11 are well defined.  Head very small, of a rather square shape when viewed from above; colour 

orangy-brown, with the division between the clypeus and lobes fine and pale.  Extremely numerous fine, pale 

Distribution of Thestor dicksoni 
 

Ssp. dicksoni (red dots) – Western Cape Province. 
 

Ssp. warreni (green dot) – Western Cape Province. 
 

Ssp. malagas (blue dot) – Western Cape Province. 
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appressed setae occur on the surface of the head, but there are some relatively long setae on the lower part.  The 

neck is remarkably extensile.  Body of a light creamy-buff colour, usually marked with vinous-pink transversely 

across the more anterior portion of segments 5-10.  There are nine rows of sunken orangy-brown to yellow-brown 

plates, of different sizes but all small.  The ventral surface is on the whole more yellow than the upper surface of 

the body.  Neck-shield orangy-brown, large, of a roundish shape and extending beyond the rest of the 1st segment 

anteriorly.  Anal-shield also large and similarly coloured, but of irregular shape.  The surface of the larva (as regards 

the fully exposed portions) is smooth and gives the impression of being tough and well adapted to the mode of 

existence in ants’ nests.  The ant in question is Anoplolepis custodiens Smith, race fallax Mayr.  Pupa:  Believed to 

be of the same form as that of other Thestor spp. but full details of this stage are not available.  Newly-emerged 

larvae were observed being picked up by ants and carried into their nest on 1 April 1948; and when this nest was 

dug up on the 15 January 1949, final instar larvae were found in it.  Recorded from eggs and larvae from the 

Roodezands Mountains, above Tulbagh Kloof, western Cape Province.” 

 

Larval food: 

(Possibly) immature stages of the ants [Clark & Dickson, 1971: 256]. 

Associated ant: 

Anoplolepis custodiens Smith, race fallax Mayr. [Clark & Dickson, 1971: 256; subspecies dicksoni]. 
 

 

Thestor dicksoni dicksoni Riley, 1954# 

Karoo Skolly 

 

Thestor dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Entomologist 87: 97 (97-102). 

Thestor dicksoni dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor dicksoni dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Pringle et al., 1994: 142. 

Thestor dicksoni dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 107. 

Thestor dicksoni dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 574. 

Thestor dicksoni dicksoni Riley, 1954.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

                
 

 
Thestor dicksoni dicksoni.  Male (Wingspan 36 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Dasklip Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  13 March 2010.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor dicksoni dicksoni.  Female (Wingspan 44 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Dasklip Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  13 March 2010.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Roode Zands Mountains, above Tulbagh Kloof, Cape Province [Western 

Cape Province]”.  Holotype in the Natural History Museum, London. 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 
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Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Roodezandsberg at the north-western entrance to Tulbagh Kloof (TL; 

Dickson); on the Olifants River Mountains above Piekenierskloof (Pringle et al., 1994); 

Perdeberg, south-east of the Paarl Mountain (N. Duke); on the mountains near Porterville 

(Wykeham); Vanrhynsdorp (Mecenero et al., 2013); Piketberg (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
 

Note: The population on the Perdeberg is not typical and may constitute an undescribed taxon (Pringle et al., 

1994: 145). 

 

 

Thestor dicksoni warreni Ball, 1994# 

Arid Karoo Skolly 

 

Thestor dicksoni warreni Ball, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning & Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd 

edition: 143 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa. 

Thestor dicksoni warreni Ball, 1994.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 108. 

Thestor dicksoni warreni Ball, 1994.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 576. 

Thestor dicksoni warreni Ball, 1994.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor dicksoni warreni. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Graafwater, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 18 April 2015. J. Dobson. 

Images Jeremy Dobson ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor dicksoni warreni. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Graafwater, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 18 April 2015. J. Dobson. 

Images Jeremy Dobson ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province: 10 km west of Graafwater 32.08° S 18.31° E.  

Altitude 100 m, 17 Apr. 1991 (J.B. Ball).”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in respect of the following: larger size; ground-colour 

a brighter ochreous orange; more discrete black forewing markings with, in particular, generally ovoid 

discocellular spotting; darker underside colouration (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).  Known only from the type locality. 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – 10 km west of Graafwater (TL). 

Conservation status: Classified as Data Deficient  by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
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Thestor dicksoni malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994# 

Atlantic Karoo Skolly 

 

Thestor malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning & Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 

2nd edition: 143 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa. 

Thestor dicksoni malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 108 stat. nov. 

Thestor dicksoni malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 575. 

Thestor dicksoni malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor dicksoni malagas. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Jacobs Bay, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 18 March 2019. M. C. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor dicksoni malagas. Female (Wingspan 45 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Jacobs Bay, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 18 March 2019. M. C. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province: Langebaan [Kreef Bay, Langebaan Peninsula], 

14 Mar. 1981 (T. Waters).”  Holotype in Natural History Museum, London. 

Diagnosis: Close to nominate Thestor dicksoni.  In Thestor dicksoni malagas the forewing of the male 

is more pointed and the hindwing is more angular towards the anal angle than in Thestor dicksoni 

dicksoni.  A large amount of detail is given in the original description (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Kreef Bay, Langebaan Peninsula (TL); Jacobs Bay (-32.9727 17.8854; 

Williams, 2019). 

Habitat: Langebaan Dune Strandveld (FS 5) (Mucina & Rutherford, 2006). Specimens are found flying 

near and among the rocks at the high water mark i.e. very near to the sea (Heath & Pringle, 2004). At 

Jacobs Bay the colony is on a foreshore fossil sand dune and large rocks are absent (Williams, 2019). 

Habits: The flight of the males is fast and erratic.  Specimens settle on gravel or low shrubs.  Females 

are more rarely encountered and settle more often than do the males (Pringle et al., 1994). While males 

actively defend their territories from other males, females are more sluggish and hence are not as often 

encountered (Williams, 2019). 

Conservation status: Classified as Vulnerable by Henning et al., 2009: 61 and Mecenero et al., 2013. 
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Note:  D’Abrera (2009: 694) informally treats Thestor malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 as a valid species, 

apparently being unaware of the generic revision published by Heath & Pringle (2004) in which malagas was 

formally downgraded to Thestor dicksoni malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994. 

 

 

*Thestor calviniae Riley, 1954# 

Hantamsberg Skolly 

 

Thestor dicksoni calviniae Riley, 1954.  Entomologist 87: 101 (97-102). 

Thestor dicksoni calviniae Riley, 1954.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor dicksoni calviniae Riley, 1954.  Pringle et al., 1994: 142. 

Thestor calviniae Riley, 1954.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 109 stat. nov. 

Thestor calviniae Riley, 1954.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 572. 

Thestor calviniae Riley, 1954.   Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor calviniae. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Calvinia - Municipal Dump, Northern Cape Province, South Africa. 16 December 2011. A. Morton. 

Images A. Morton ex Morton Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor calviniae. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Calvinia - Municipal Dump, Northern Cape Province, South Africa. 16 December 2011. A. Morton. 

Images A. Morton ex Morton Collection. 

 

Alternative common name: Hantam Skolly. 

Type locality: South Africa: “Hantam’s Berg, Calvinia, Cape Province [Northern Cape Province]”.  

Holotype in the Natural History Museum, London. 

Diagnosis:  Compared to Thestor dicksoni males of Thestor calviniae are much smaller and have more 

elongated forewings.  It may be that this subspecies should more correctly be regarded as a distinct 

species (Pringle et al., 1994).  Heath & Pringle (2004), who raised it to species level, noted that the 

ventral lobe of the valve in the male genitalia is consistently longer and narrower than in Thestor 

dicksoni.  They also state that the colouration is darker. 
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Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).  Known only from the type locality (from both 

the lower slopes (Dickson and Wykeham) and from the summit (Ficq) of the Hantamsberg). 

Specific localities: 

Northern Cape Province – Hantamsberg, Calvinia (TL). 

Habitat: Succulent Karoo. 

Habits: Nothing published. 

Flight period: In the small population near the town rubbish-tip, adults appear as early as December, 

whereas the population on top of the Hantamsberg flies during February and March (Heath & Pringle, 

2004). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

Conservation status: Classified as Rare – Restricted Range by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

Note:  D’Abrera (2009: 694) informally treats Thestor calviniae Riley, 1954 as a subspecies of Thestor dicksoni 

Riley, 1954, apparently being unaware of the generic revision published by Heath & Pringle (2004) in which it 

was raised to species rank. 

 

Montanus species group 

 

 

*Thestor montanus van Son, 1941# 

Mountain Skolly 

 

Thestor montanus van Son, 1941.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 4: 191 (179-196). 

Thestor montanus Van Son.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor montanus Van Son, 1941.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor montanus Van Son, 1941.  Pringle et al., 1994: 145. 

Thestor montanus van Son, 1941.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 109. 

Thestor montanus van Son, 1941.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 579. 

Thestor montanus van Son, 1941.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor montanus.  Male (Wingspan 27 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Groenlandberg Nature Reserve, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  6 January 2013.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 

Distribution of Thestor calviniae 
 

Northern Cape Province. 
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Thestor montanus.  Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Franschhoek Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 15 October 2077. D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Assegaibos, near Le Motte, French Hoek Mountains [Western Cape 

Province]”.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: There is marked variation in the amount of ochreous colouring on the upperside of the wings 

(Pringle et al., 1994). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – high up above the Assegaibos Forestry Reserve at La Motte (TL; Van Son); 

above Jonkershoek at 800 m (Stellenbosch University students); near the summit of the 

Franschhoek Pass (Wykeham); the mountains behind Hermanus (Rossouw and others); 

Hawequas Mountains east of Paarl (Pringle et al., 1994); Shaw’s Mountain Pass near Caledon 

(Pringle et al., 1994); Riviersonderend Mountains near Greyton (Heath & Pringle, 2004); Paarl 

(Mecenero et al., 2013); Hottentots Holland mountains (Mecenero et al., 2013); Kleinrivier 

mountains (Mecenero et al., 2013); Cape Agulhas mountains (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Habitat: Mountain fynbos. 

Habits: Nothing published. 

Flight period: October and November are the months it is normally found.  There is a January record 

for the summit of the Franschhoek Pass (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

 

*Thestor pictus van Son, 1941# 

Langberg Skolly 

 

Thestor montanus pictus van Son, 1941.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 4: 193 (179-196). 

Thestor montanus pictus Van Son, 1941.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor pictus Van Son, 1941.  Heath, 1994 stat. nov.  In:  Pringle et al., 1994: 146. 

Thestor pictus Van Son, 1941.  Heath. Heath & Pringle, 2004: 109. 

Distribution of Thestor montanus 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Thestor pictus van Son, 1941.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 582. 

Thestor pictus van Son, 1941.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

 

 

                
 

 

 
Thestor pictus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Garcia’s Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  15 October 1995.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

                
 

 
Thestor pictus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Garcia’s Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  15 October 1995.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Garcias Pass, Riversdale District, Cape Province [Western Cape 

Province]”.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Can be distinguished from the closely related Thestor montanus by the lighter upperside 

markings, the more prominent and straighter forewing discal band, and by the much more pronounced 

sexual patch in the male.  On the forewing underside the discal band is more prominent and, unlike that 

of montanus, is completely fused (Pringle et al., 1994). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Garcia’s Pass (TL; Van Son); Tradouw Pass near Barrydale (V. Pringle); 

Riversdale (Mecenero et al., 2013); Langeberg mountains (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Habitat: Montane fynbos. 

Habits: Apparently specimens are very reluctant to fly (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution of Thestor pictus 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Flight period: September to November (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

Conservation status: Classified as Rare – Restricted Range by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

 

 

*Thestor rooibergensis Heath, 1994# 

Rooiberg Skolly 

 

Thestor rooibergensis Heath, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning & Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 

146 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa. 

Thestor rooibergensis Heath, 1994.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 110. 

Thestor rooibergensis Heath, 1994.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 585. 

Thestor rooibergensis Heath, 1994.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor rooibergensis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Rooiberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  8 October 1996.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

               
 

 

 
Thestor rooibergensis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Rooiberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  8 October 1996.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “24 Oct. 1990, A. Heath.”  Heath & Pringle (2004) give the type locality 

as Rooiberg Mt. near Calitzdorp, Western Cape Province.  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Most closely related to Thestor montanus and Thestor pictus.  It is closer to the latter from 

which it differs mainly in the more contrasting underside markings, in particular the distinct sagittate 

submarginal markings, the hindwing cell spot and the narrower postdiscal row of spots (Pringle et al., 

1994).  More detailed information is given in the original description (Pringle et al., 1994). 
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Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).  Known only from the Rooiberg Mountain, south-

east of Ladismith (Stephen). 

Habitat: Mesic mountain fynbos between 1 250 and 1 400 m on Table Mountain sandstone (Pringle et 

al., 1994). 

Habits: Nothing published. 

Flight period: The only records are for October and December (Pringle et al., 1994).  Heath & Pringle 

(2004) state that the main flight period is in September and October. 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

Conservation status: Classified as Rare – Restricted Range by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

 

*Thestor vansoni Pennington, 1962# 

Gydo Skolly 

 

Thestor vansoni Pennington, 1962.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 25: 278 (266-286). 

Thestor vansoni Pennington, 1962.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor vansoni Pennington, 1962.  Pringle et al., 1994: 147. 

Thestor vansoni Pennington, 1962.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 110. 

Thestor vansoni Pennington, 1962.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 587. 

Thestor vansoni Pennington, 1962.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor vansoni.  Male (Wingspan 27 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Gydo Mountain, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  19 October 2008.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor vansoni.  Female (Wingspan 30 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Distribution of Thestor rooibergensis 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Gydo Mountain, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  19 October 2008.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Skurfteberg (Ceres Distr., Cape Province) [Western Cape Province]”.  

Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – on the Skurweberg at 1 500 m (TL; Pennington); summit of Gydo Mountain 

at 1 700 m (Dickson); high up in the Cedarberg (Wykeham); the mountains near Worcester 

(Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Habitat: Mountain fynbos. 

Habits: Individuals are wary but settle often, on stones or on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: September to November (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

 

*Thestor strutti van Son, 1951# 

Wolseley Skolly 

 

Thestor strutti van Son, 1951.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 21: 444 (439-445). 

Thestor strutti Van Son.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor strutti Van Son, 1951. Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor strutti Van Son, 1951. Pringle et al., 1994: 142. 

Thestor strutti Van Son, 1951. Heath & Pringle, 2004: 110. 

Thestor strutti van Son, 1951.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 587. 

Thestor strutti van Son, 1951.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor strutti.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Verkykers Kop, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  17 August 1994.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

Distribution of Thestor vansoni 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Thestor strutti.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Verkykers Kop, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  21 August 1989.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Farm Verrekyker, near Wolseley, Western Cape Province”.  Holotype in 

the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: There is a dark [yellow] and a light form, the latter sometimes having a whitish [grey] 

ground-colour (Pringle et al., 1994).  About 80% of specimens are of the yellow form, 8% are pale and 

about 12% are intermediate (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Farm Verrekyker, near Wolseley (TL; Strutt) [-33.4399 19.1437]. 

Habitat: Rocky areas in fynbos at the foot of mountain peaks (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habits: Specimens fly away quickly when disturbed from their resting positions on rocks but soon re-

settle (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: August and September (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

Conservation status: Classified as Rare – Habitat Specialist by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

Compassbergae species group 

 

 

*Thestor compassbergae Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970# 

Compassberg Skolly 

 

Thestor compassbergae Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 82: 319 (319-323). 

Thestor compassbergae Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor compassbergae Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970.  Pringle et al., 1994: 147. 

Thestor compassbergae Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 111. 

Thestor compassbergae Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 574. 

Distribution of Thestor strutti 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Thestor compassbergae Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor compassbergae.  Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Compassberg, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. 13 December 1992. D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor compassbergae.  Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Compassberg, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. 13 December 1992. D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Compassberg on Sneeuwbergen mountain range near and north of New 

Bethesda, Cape Province [Eastern Cape Province]”.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province).  Known only from the vicinity of the type locality 

(McMaster). 

Habitat: Karoo (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Habits: Occurs in small, scattered colonies.  If disturbed males fly off very rapidly but usually soon 

return to the same spot.  They settle on the ground or on stones.  Females fly more slowly and, 

apparently, randomly within the colonial boundaries (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: December is the only recorded month (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

Conservation status: Classified as Rare – Restricted Range by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

Distribution of Thestor compassbergae 
 

Eastern Cape Province. 
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*Thestor kaplani Dickson & Stephen, 1971# 

Greyton Skolly 

 

Thestor kaplani Dickson & Stephen, 1971.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 83: 131 (131-135). 

Thestor kaplani Dickson & Stephen, 1971.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor kaplani Dickson & Stephen, 1971.  Pringle et al., 1994: 148. 

Thestor kaplani Dickson & Stephen, 1971.  Heath & Pringle. 2004: 111. 

Thestor kaplani Dickson & Stephen, 1971.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 574. 

Thestor kaplani Dickson & Stephen, 1971.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 
 

                
 

 
Thestor kaplani.  Male (Wingspan 27 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Greyton, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  7 January 2013.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 

 

                
 

 
Thestor kaplani.  Female (Wingspan 28 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Greyton, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  7 January 2013.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province: Rivier Zonderend Mtns, near Greyton”.  

Holotype in the Natural History Museum, London. 

Diagnosis: Similar to Thestor compassbergae on the underside but the upperside is much more broadly 

blackish brown beyond the golden-ochreous basal area, and the forewings are less pointed (Pringle et 

al., 1994). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).  Known only from the type locality.  The TL is 

on a north-west facing slope of the Riviersonderend Mountains, at an altitude of 1000 m, and is about a 

Distribution of Thestor kaplani 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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kilometre long. 

Specific localities: Boesmans Kloof hiking trail [-34.0345 19.6337] (F. Rautenbach). 

Habitat: Montane fynbos. 

Habits: The habits are the same as those of other species belonging to the genus (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: December and January (Pringle et al., 1994).  Heath & Pringle (2004) only give 

December. 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

Conservation status: Classified as Endangered by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

 

*Thestor pringlei Dickson, 1976# 

Roggeberg Skolly 

 

Thestor pringlei Dickson, 1976.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 88: 309 (273-280, 307-314). 

Thestor pringlei Dickson, 1976.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor pringlei Dickson, 1971.  Pringle et al., 1994: 149. 

Thestor pringlei Dickson, 1976.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 111. 

Thestor pringlei Dickson, 1976.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 582. 

Thestor pringlei Dickson, 1976.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 
 

 

                
 

 
Thestor pringlei male (Wingspan 27 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor pringlei female (Wingspan 29 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province [Northern Cape Province]: Sutherland”. 

Diagnosis: Closest to Thestor compassbergae and Thestor kaplani but in the male of pringlei the 

ochreous orange colouring on the upperside of the wings has a particularly rich tone; the forewing is 

less elongated than in compassbergae but more so than in kaplani; on the forewing upperside the dark 

distal markings are more extensive than in compassbergae but more restricted than in kaplani; the 

hindwing underside lacks the whitish tint present in compassbergae (Pringle et al., 1994). 
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Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province – Roggeveld 

escarpment). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Triangle Station, Hex River Mountains (December, 1884 (Heath & Pringle, 

2004)). 

Northern Cape Province – near Sutherland (TL; the Pringles); Calvinia (Wykeham; single male). 

Habitat: Montane Karoo. 

Habits: Nothing published. 

Flight period: December is the only month recorded (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

 

 

 
 
Early stages of Thestor pringlei. Eggs. Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 

 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

 

*Thestor camdeboo Dickson & Wykeham, 1994# 

Camdeboo Skolly 

 

Thestor camdeboo Dickson and Wykeham, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning & Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern 

Africa 2nd edition: 148 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa. 

Thestor camdeboo Dickson & Wykeham, 1994.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 111. 

Thestor camdeboo Dickson & Wykeham, 1994.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 572. 

Thestor camdeboo Dickson & Wykeham, 1994.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 
 

 

 

Distribution of Thestor pringlei 
 

Western Cape Province, 

Northern Cape Province. 



 34 

                
 

 
Thestor camdeboo. Male. Left – upperside. Right – underside. 

Aberdeen, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. 6 November 1984. V.L. Pringle. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Pringle Collection. 
 

 

                
 

 
Thestor camdeboo. Female. Left – upperside. Right – underside. 

Onbedacht, Camdeboo Mountains, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. 12 December 2019. D. Edge. 

Images H. Edge ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Eastern Cape Province: Camdeboo Mountains, near Aberdeen, 11 Nov. 

1982 (V.L. and E.L. Pringle)”.  Place of deposition of holotype not stated.  Heath & Pringle (2004) state 

that the holotype is in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: In its facies Thestor camdeboo is most similar to Thestor kaplani.  It differs, in the male, in 

that the distal margin of the forewing is less curved; generally greater extension of the golden-ochreous 

colouring, especially in the forewing; the main light area of the forewing underside  is generally more 

ochreous orange; the series of dark submarginal markings on the forewing underside are less well 

defined and not sagittate in shape; in the hindwing underside the greater part of the dark, irregular discal 

streak is bounded outwardly by internervular spots, which are obsolete or obscure in kaplani.  In 

females of Thestor camdeboo, as in the males, the series of submarginal sagittate markings on the 

underside of the wings in Thestor kaplani are poorly developed (Pringle et al., 1994). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Eastern Cape Province – southern slopes of the Camdeboo Mountains, north of Aberdeen (TL; the 

Pringles). 

Distribution of Thestor camdeboo 
 

Eastern Cape Province. 
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Habitat: Karoo at 1 450 m (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habits: Nothing published. 

Flight period: October to December.  Heath & Pringle (2004) give the flight period as November and 

early December. 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

Conservation status: Classified as Rare – Restricted Range by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

Rossouwi species group 

 

 

*Thestor rossouwi Dickson, 1971# 

Coastal Skolly 

 

 

           
 

Coastal Skolly (Thestor rossouwi).  Male underside (left), female underside (right). 
Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 

 
Thestor rossouwi Dickson, 1971.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 83: 155 (155-159). 

Thestor rossouwi Dickson, 1971.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor rossouwi Dickson, 1971.  Pringle et al., 1994: 148. 

Thestor rossouwi Dickson, 1971.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 112. 

Thestor rossouwi Dickson, 1971.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 586. 

Thestor rossouwi Dickson, 1971.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 
 

 

                
 

 
Thestor rossouwi.  Male (Wingspan 30 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Vermaaklikheid, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  2 March 2012.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Thestor rossouwi.  Female (Wingspan 33 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Vermaaklikheid, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  2 March 2012.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province: Farm Platrug, Stanford District”.  According to 

Heath & Pringle (2004) the holotype is in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Closest to Thestor swanepoeli.  Dickson (1971) stated that there are distinct differences in 

the genitalia between rossouwi and swanepoeli but these taxa were synonymised by Heath & Pringle, 

2004. 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Farm Platrug, near Stanford, east of Hermanus (TL; Rossouw); several 

localities between the type locality and Bredasdorp (Rossouw and Swanepoel); Die Kelders 

(Wykeham and Kaplan); Cape Agulhas (Ball); between Riversdale and Stilbaai (Swanepoel); 

Still Bay (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Habitat: Flat areas in coastal fynbos.  Occurs on limestone ridges (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Habits: Looks dark on the wing and settles soon after being disturbed (Pringle et al., 1994).  Flies 

sympatrically with Thestor claassensi at Stilbaai and Vermaaklikheid, Thestor overbergensis at De 

Hoop, and with Thestor brachycerus dukei near Stanford. 

Flight period: September to April (Heath & Pringle, 2004).  In the east of its range the species has a 

more restricted flight period, from October to December (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

swanepoeli Pennington, 1971 (as sp. of Thestor).  Novos Taxa Entomologicos (95): 3 (7 pp.).  Type locality: South 

Africa: “Some miles north of Stilbaai in the Riversdale district”.  Treated in Dickson & Kroon, 1978 and Pringle 

et al., 1994: 145 as a valid species.  Synonymized with Thestor rossouwi by Heath & Pringle (2004).  D’Abrera 

(2009: 694) informally treats Thestor swanepoeli Pennington, 1971 as a valid species, apparently being unaware 

of the generic revision published by Heath & Pringle (2004) in which it was formally synonymised with Thestor 

rossouwi Dickson, 1971. 
 

Murrayi species group 

 

Distribution of Thestor rossouwi 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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*Thestor murrayi Swanepoel, 1953# 

Garden Route Skolly 

 

 

             
 

 
Garden Route Skolly (Thestor murrayi).  Male underside (left), female underside (right). 

Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 

 
Thestor murrayi Swanepoel, 1953.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 16: 191 (191-193). 

Thestor murrayi Swanepoel, 1953.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor murrayi Swanepoel, 1953.  Pringle et al., 1994: 147. 

Thestor murrayi Swanepoel, 1953.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 113. 

Thestor murrayi Swanepoel, 1953.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 579. 

Thestor murrayi Swanepoel, 1953.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 
 

 

 

                
 

 

 
Thestor murrayi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Spitskop, nr Knysna, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  12 January 1994.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

                
 

 
Thestor murrayi.  Female (Wingspan 28 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Avontuur, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  14 December 2009.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Type locality: South Africa: “Swartberg Pass, nr Prince Albert, Cape Province [Western Cape 

Province]”.  Holotype in the Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: There is considerable variation in regard to the amount of ochreous colouring on the upperside 

of the wings (Pringle et al., 1994).  Some populations have adults that are very darkly marked and some 

of the characters of the genitalia of this species are shared with those of the brachycerus species group.  

Thus it can be considered to be intermediate between the ‘yellow’ groups and the brachycerus species 

group (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province – south-west, Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Eastern Cape Province – on both sides of the Karreedouw Pass (Stuckenberg and Pennington); 

Cockscomb Mountain (Pringle et al., 1994); Baviaanskloof Mountains (Pringle et al., 1994); 

Groot Winterhoek Mountains (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Western Cape Province – northern slopes at the top of the Swartberg Pass (TL; Swanepoel); Outeniqua 

Pass (Cottrell); Kammanassie Mountains (Ball); Nature’s Valley (Ball); Avontuur (Pringle et al., 

1994); Buffelsnek Forestry Reserve, inland of Knysna (Williams); Tsitsikamma mountians 

(Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Habitat: Nothing published. 

Habits: Similar to those of other members of the genus (Pringle et al., 1994).  Oviposition behaviour has 

been reported by Williams (2006).  Females, when searching for places to lay their eggs, flutter about in 

an apparently aimless way between the low shrubs which are a feature of their habitat, keeping about 30 

cm above the ground.  Eggs are laid singly in a diverse number of sites, including live and dead grass 

stems, restios, the leaves of shrubs, the stems of bracken fern, and even on small rocks and stones.  

Pugnacious ants (Anoplolepis species) are invariably present within a metre of oviposition sites. 

Flight period: October to January (Pringle et al., 1994).  At Natures Valley, 30 km east of Plettenberg 

Bay, specimens have been found in February and March (J.B. Ball, pers comm., 2004). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: 

Anoplolepis custodiens (Formicidae) [Williams, 2006: 33]. 
 

Brachycerus species group 

 

 

*Thestor yildizae Kocak, 1983# 

Peninsula Skolly 

 

Thestor obscurus van Son, 1941.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 4: 194 (179-196). 

Thestor obscurus Van Son.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor obscurus Van Son, 1941.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor yildizae Koçak, 1983.  Priamus 3: 39 (2: 164-166; 3: 38-39).  [Replacement name for T. obscurus van Son, 1941.] 

Thestor yildizae Koçak, 1983.  Pringle et al., 1994: 150. 

Thestor yildizae Koçak, 1983.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 114. 

Thestor yildizae Koçak, 1983.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 588. 

Distribution of Thestor murrayi 
 

Eastern Cape, Western Cape 

Province. 
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Thestor yildizae Koçak, 1983.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 
 

 

 

                
 

 

 
Thestor yildizae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Steenberg Peak, Muizenberg Mountain, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  15 December 1989.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

                
 

 
Thestor yildizae. Female. Left – upperside. Right – underside. 

Steenberg Peak, Muizenberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 22 December 1990. D. Edge. 

Images H. Edge ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Muizenburg (near top of hill), Cape Province [Western Cape Province]”.  

Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Forewing apex distinctly pointed with outer margin rounded; very pronounced cilia; ground-

colour dark mummy-brown with prominent discal markings; forewing underside discal band narrow 

and evenly oblique, with no break in area M2, enters area Cu2 only as a faint mark in space A1 + 2; no 

mid-cell spot or sub-basal spot; male genitalia with saccus usually spade-shaped; third segment of labial 

palpi unusually long, averaging half the length of the second segment, and always greater than 0.39x 

(n=8) (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province – Cape Peninsula). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – mountains near Muizenberg (TL); Table Mountain (Swanepoel, 1953); near 

Llandudno (Swanepoel, 1953); Steenberg (Swanepoel, 1953); St. James (Swanepoel, 1953); 

Distribution of Thestor yildizae 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Kalk Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Vlakenberg (Claassens & Heath, 1997). 

Habitat: Fynbos on mountain slopes. 

Habits: Lives in colonies.  Settles on rocks or on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: Late November to January (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Early stages: 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 258, plate 121  [as Thestor obscurus; Table Mountain, Cape Town, Western 

Cape]. 
“Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.35 mm high.  Usually laid singly.  Colour white.  The pattern on the sides consists 

of mainly hexagonal cells with minute spheres at the intersections of the fine ridges, but on the top of the egg the 

pattern changes to elongated cells and the spheres are lost.  The incubation period was not noted.  Larva:  On 

emergence, about 1 mm.  White, with more or less ochreous-coloured longitudinal streaks or bands.  Head blackish 

or dark brown; the neck- and anal-shields of the same colour and bearing small, circular, flattened white setae – 

which resemble those distributed over the main surface of the body (some of the latter being dark).  Setae of the 

usual type occur towards each end of the body, including the pair characteristic of the group which are situated 

dorsally on segment 11 and are directed rearwards.”  “Eggs have been observed being laid on fine-leaved shrubs, 

but young larvae have refused to feed on the foliage of these plants.”  “Recorded from eggs from Table Mountain, 

Cape Town.” 
 

Claassens & Dickson, 1980: 49, 136, 138, plate 19  [as Thestor obscurus]. 

 

Claassens & Heath, 1997: 56  [as Thestor yildizae; Table Mountain and Vlakenberg, Cape Town, 

Western Cape] (Metamorphosis 8 (2): 56-61). 
“Field observations. The searches for early stages of T. yildizae and T. rileyi involved turning over large 

boulders and examining beneath, in habitats where the imagines are known to fly commonly. The ants would 

disperse quickly after being disturbed, leaving the pale amber coloured larva or pupa exposed in a shallow recess 

in the soil or in the ant tunnels or on very few occasions, adhering to the boulder. 

“Behaviour of larvae towards ants.” Final instar larvae in an ant nest in a formicarium “were often 

observed extending their very small heads towards passing ants, whilst raising their head slightly as if seeking 

attention. The larva can extend its head horizontally at almost any forward angle whilst the bulk of its body remains 

motionless, thus giving the impression of its head being attached by a long neck. This behaviour was most often 

observed during the evening and night when the ants were most active.” 

 “Behaviour of ants towards larva and pupa. Worker ants often visited the larvae, concentrating their 

attention to the dorsal and lateral surfaces, where PCOs are assumed by the authors to be present. The ants were 

often seen to touch the larval surface with their antennae in a manner similar to that illustrated and described as 

“palpating” (Malicky, 1970: 192). The ants subsequently pressed their mouths against the larval surface, presumably 

to obtain an attractive chemical secretion. This behaviour, with one or more ants in attendance occurred at random 

times during day and night but was most frequent at night. Worker ants also visited the pupae, remaining on their 

surface for long periods, sometimes as many as ten on one pupa. We believe that numerous very small structures 

observed on the surface of the Thestor pupae may represent PCOs having a function similar to those on the larvae, 

PCOs having been observed on other lycaenid pupae (Malicky, 1970). At times ants were absent from particular 

larvae or pupae which suggested that the PCOs were not active continuously. The queens took no interest in the 

larvae or pupae. 

Diet of larvae – trophallaxis. Host-ants were often seen to approach begging larvae, place their mouthparts 

on those of the larvae where they remained for a few seconds. Trophallaxis is hence assumed to be the normal 

method of food intake for the final instar larvae, since no other was observed during our investigation. Each of the 

larvae which had been placed in a small container with only ant brood, wandered about restlessly moving its head 

in and out intermittently whilst ignoring the ant brood, thereby indicating that ant brood was not its normal diet. 

Pupation. One of the T. yildizae larvae pupated five days after entering the nest compartment, another 

pupated 13 days and a third on 28th December 1996, 15 days after introduction. A few days before pupation the 

larvae stopped their begging behaviour, assumed a more contracted shape and eventually changed colour from light 

amber to almost white. The pupae were very pale at first but gradually turned amber in colour. 

Eclosion. The three T. yildizae which had pupated in the nest compartment eclosed perfectly between 24 

and 27 days later. Three or four days prior to emergence the pupae turned darker, to almost a dark blue colour but 

this turned to grey, a day before emergence. The ants visited the pupae until the day of eclosion, which occurred 

early in the morning, at about 05:30hrs; this caused the ants in the vicinity to appear disturbed although no definite 

pattern of behaviour could be detected. The tip of the imagine’s abdomen had a quantity of fluffy material adhering 

to it; this was assumed to ward off potential aggression from the ants, however, no attempt at attack was observed. 

The wings of the imagines were very small at this stage, which allowed them to move freely and quickly about the 

nest compartment and they soon found the exit into the arena which was about 300mm away. In the arena, they 

climbed up a twig to allow their wings expand and dry; this process was rather lengthy, involving 40 to 50 minutes 

of slow expansion followed by ten minutes of faster expansion to complete the process. Ants present in the arena 

paid no attention to the imagines. Of those pupae collected in the field and retained without ants, the ones eclosing 
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within a day or two, did so satisfactorily but some others taking longer, tended to eclose unsatisfactorily, e.g. with 

deformed wings. 

Oviposition and first instar larvae. The females of T. yildizae which were placed in plastic boxes without 

either ants or plant material were observed to oviposit freely on almost any surface. The larvae of the two species 

T. yildizae and T. rileyi were alike in appearance and behaviour, being 1,5mm long, very slender and of a pale 

pinkish-brown colour with a darkened head. The following account applies to both species of Thestor. On being 

placed in the arena near the entrance to the nest compartment they moved about, but not very far. They frequently 

raised the anterior part of their bodies as if seeking attention as described by Claassens & Dickson (1980). Some of 

the larvae were picked-up by passing ants; grasped by the head (possibly the mouthparts) and deposited inside the 

nest compartment. Some of the larvae were left in the arena where they died a day or two later very near to where 

they had initially been placed. Those larvae deposited by ants in the nest compartment tended to remain where they 

had been placed and often raised their anterior part but despite occasional visits by passing ants who touched them 

with their antennae, no trophallaxis was observed. Occasionally an ant would pick-up a larva and place it in a 

different position in the nest compartment but after one or two days all the larvae died and were then placed on the 

trash heap by the ants.” 

  This is the first account of trophallaxis being observed in the genus Thestor. “The death of all first instar 

larvae of T. yildizae and T. rileyi (this study) suggests that an important food element is missing; it now seems 

possible that Homoptera form their diet or have some other association during the early instars of the Thestor larvae.” 
Larval food: 

Trophallaxis with host-ant (Anoplolepis custodiens Smith; Formicidae) workers [Claassens & Heath, 

1997: 56]. 

Associated ant: 

Anoplolepis custodiens Smith [Claassens & Dickson, 1980]. 
 

Note:  Trophallaxis was reported by Claassens & Heath (1997: 56) to have been observed between three wild-

collected final instar larvae of Thestor obscurus [now yildizae] and workers of the host-ant species.  The authors 

assumed that trophallaxis constituted the diet of the final larval instar of this, and possibly other, species of 

Thestor.  The larvae used in the authors’ investigations were in an advanced state of development and all pupated 

within 15 days of being introduced into the formicaria used in the experiment.  The authors did not consider the 

possibilty that these may have been fully-fed larvae, ready to pupate, and that the nutrients acquired through 

trophallaxis may not, under natural conditions, be sufficient for normal growth and development. 

Conservation status: Classified as Rare – Restricted Range by Mecenero et al., 2013. 

 

 

*Thestor rileyi Pennington, 1956# 

Matroosberg Skolly 

 

Thestor rileyi Pennington, 1956.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 19: 33 (33-36). 

Thestor rileyi Pennington, 1956.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor rileyi Pennington, 1956.  Pringle et al., 1994: 151. 

Thestor rileyi Pennington, 1956.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 114. 

Thestor rileyi Pennington, 1956.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 585. 

Thestor rileyi Pennington, 1956.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor rileyi.  Male (Wingspan 30 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Waaihoekberge, Western Cape Province.  5 January 2013.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Thestor rileyi. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Helderberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 15 December 1993. V.L. Pringle. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Pringle Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Lourensford, Somerset West, Cape Province, 1550 ft. [Western Cape 

Province]”.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Can be distinguished from the other ‘black’ Thestor species by the following: on both wing 

surfaces the ground-colour is lighter; the cilia are brown and white rather than black and white; on the 

forewing upperside the apex is white-tipped; on the forewing underside the spot in area 1 of the discal 

band extends distad and the long spot in area 1B protrudes from the origin of vein 2 (Pringle et al., 

1994).  Morphologically very similar to both Thestor petra and Thestor obscurus [now yildizae].  As in 

the latter species the third segment in the labial palp is long (Heath & Pringle, 2004).  Heath & Pringle 

(2004) give the following diagnosis:  Upper side ground-colour light mummy-brown, with prominent 

discal markings; small white apical patch usually present; underside forewing mid-cell spot usually 

single and spots of median band disjointed; spot in area Cu1 protruding distad; hind wing sagittate 

markings absent or barely visible. 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Lourensford, on the slopes of the Helderberg, near Somerset West (TL; 

Pennington); Simonsberg (Dickson); Tafelberg in the Kouebokkeveld (Dickson); Perdeberg 

(Dickson); Piketberg (single record) (Dickson); Riebeek-Kasteel mountains (Wykeham); 

Matroosberg (Wykeham); Paarl Mountain (Pringle et al., 1994); Skurfteberg, north of Ceres 

(Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Habitat: Fynbos in mountainous terrain. 

Habits: This species appears to be not very active and has a fluttering flight (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: Late November to January (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Early stages: 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 260, plate 123  [as Thestor rileyi; Lourensford, Somerset West, Western Cape]. 
“Egg:  0.65 mm diam. x 0.4 mm high.  Deposited singly – when observed, on a dead bush.  Pure white 

when laid.  On the sides of the egg there are numerous small circles with raised rims and convex inner areas, the 

pattern on the concave upper surface being different.  Eggs hatch after 15 days.  Larva:  On emergence, 1.3 mm.  

Very light straw-coloured, with a broad sub-dorsal ochreous-brown strip on each side and a line of the same colour 

Distribution of Thestor rileyi 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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just above the lateral ridge.  Black or nearly black head, neck- and anal-shields – the shields bearing some small 

white specialized setae with circular, flattened heads, like others on the main surface of the body.  The larva on 

which the observations are based died in the 1st instar.”  “Recorded from eggs from Lourensford, Somerset West, 

western Cape Province.” 
 

Claassens & Heath, 1997: 56  [as Thestor rileyi; Helderberg, Somerset West, Western Cape Province] 

(Met. 8 (2): 56). 

 

Heath & Claassens, 2000. 

 

Heath & Claassens, 2003. 

 

Heath et al., 2008: 129. 
“A female T. rileyi was allowed to oviposit on the sides of a cardboard box without ants being present.  

A week later the eggs were placed in the atrium of a formicarium.  The ants (Anoplolepis custodiens Smith 

(Formicinae)) showed some interest in the eggs, with up to four ants at times attending a single egg.  The eggs 

started hatching eleven days after being laid and the ants showed considerable interest when the larvae emerged 

from the shells (Figs 1-4, plate no. 1).  The eggshells were not eaten by the larvae.  The larvae would occasionally 

rear up in front of an ant as if begging to be fed but trophallaxis was not observed.  Ants would wave their 

antennae over the larvae and eventually pick one up and take it into the nest.  Inside the plaster nest, the larvae 

were placed near the perimeter; some of these had an ant in attendance.  A few days later, all the larvae were dead, 

but there was no evidence that the ants had deliberately killed the larvae (see also Heath & Claassens, 2003).” 

 

Larval food: 

Regurgitations of Anoplolepis custodiens ants (Claassens & Heath, 1997). 

Associated ant: 

Anoplolepis custodiens Smith (Formicinae) [Claassens & Heath, 1997]. 
 

 

*Thestor petra Pennington, 1962# 

Rock Skolly 

 

Thestor petra Pennington, 1962.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 25: 280 (266-286). 

Thestor petra Pennington, 1962.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor petra Pennington, 1962.  Pringle et al., 1994: 150. 

Thestor petra Pennington, 1962.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 115. 

Thestor petra Pennington, 1962.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 581. 

Thestor petra Pennington, 1962.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor petra petra.  Male (Wingspan 26 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Gydo Mountain, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  15 December 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Thestor petra petra.  Female (Wingspan 30 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Gydo Mountain, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  15 December 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Gydo Mountain (Ceres Distr.) Cape Province [Western Cape Province]”.  

Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Close to Thestor obscurus [now yildizae], from which it differs in the darker ground-colour; 

forewing upperside with a more obscure distal band; upperside of hindwing with indistinct discocellular 

spot and discal band (absent in obscurus [now yildizae]); forewing underside with a mid-cell spot and 

another spot below it in area 1B; underside of the forewing with a straighter arrangement of the spots of 

the discal band; underside of hindwing lacks sagittate markings (Pringle et al., 1994). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa. 

Habitat: Mountain fynbos, at altitudes of 1 400 to 1 700 m (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habits: The nominate subspecies is slow-flighted for a Thestor, settling frequently on rocks.  The habits 

of subspecies tempe are similar to those of other members of the genus, typically it flies off rapidly 

when disturbed but soon settles, on the ground or on rocks (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: Late November to January for the nominate subspecies (Heath & Pringle, 2004) and 

October to January for subspecies tempe (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

 

Thestor petra petra Pennington, 1962# 

Rock Skolly 

 

Thestor petra Pennington, 1962.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 25: 280 (266-286). 

Thestor petra Pennington, 1962.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor petra petra Pennington, 1962.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 115. 

Thestor petra petra Pennington, 1962.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 581. 

Thestor petra petra Pennington, 1962.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

 

 

                

Distribution of Thestor petra 
 

Ssp. petra (red dots) – Western Cape Province. 
 

Ssp. tempe (green dots) – Western Cape Province. 
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Thestor petra petra.  Male (Wingspan 26 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Gydo Mountain, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  15 December 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor petra petra.  Female (Wingspan 30 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Gydo Mountain, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  15 December 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Gydo Mountain (Ceres Distr.) Cape Province”. 

Diagnosis: Upperside ground-colour variable, from light to dark mummy-brown; forewing underside 

usually with only a single mid-cell spot; sub-basal spot absent; discal band broad and evenly oblique, 

without a pronounced break in area M2. 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province – Ceres district). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Gydo Mountain (TL; Dickson); Tierberg, 30 km north of Gydo Mountain 

(Pennington); Matroosberg, 20 km east of Gydo at 1 500 m (Lightfoot); Waaihoek mountain 

(Mecenero et al., 2013); Skurweberg (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

 

 

Thestor petra tempe Pennington, 1962# 

Southern Rock Skolly 

 

Thestor tempe Pennington, 1962.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 25: 282 (266-286). 

Thestor tempe Pennington, 1962.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor tempe Pennington, 1962.  Pringle et al., 1994: 150. 

Thestor petra tempe (Pennington, 1962).  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 115 stat. nov. 

Thestor petra tempe (Pennington, 1962).  Mecenero et al., 2013: 581. 

Thestor petra tempe (Pennington, 1962).  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

 

 

 

                
 

 

 
Thestor petra tempe.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Seven Weeks Poort, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  4 December 1989.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
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Thestor petra tempe.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Seven Weeks Poort, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  5 December 1989.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Seven Weeks Poort (Ladismith Distr., Cape Province)”. 

Diagnosis: Very similar to Thestor petra petra but differs as follows: on the forewing upperside a 

slightly lighter area distal to the discocellular spot; on the forewing underside an additional small black 

spot in the cell; a double black spot beneath the larger middle spot in area 1B; the break in the band at 

vein 4 is more pronounced (because the lower spots of the discal band are more basad); the spot in area 

3 does not overlap with the spot in area 4 (as is the case in petra); on the hindwing underside the discal 

band is more excurved in areas 4 and 5 and there are small sagittate markings in areas 2 to 6 (Pringle et 

al., 1994). 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Seven Weeks Poort (TL; Pennington); high up on the northern slopes of the 

Klein Swartberg (Pringle et al., 1994); summit of the Elandsberg (Pringle et al., 1994); summit 

of the Rooiberg (the Pringles); Swartberg mountains (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
 

Note:  D’Abrera (2009: 693) informally treats Thestor tempe Pennington, 1962 (erroneously as 1963 in d’Abrera) 

as a full species, apparently being unaware of the generic revision published by Heath & Pringle (2004) in which 

it was downgraded to a subspecies of Thestor petra Pennington, 1962. 
 

 

*Thestor holmesi van Son, 1951# 

Hawequas Skolly 

 
Thestor holmesi van Son, 1951.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 21: 441 (439-445). 

Thestor holmesi Van Son.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor holmesi Van Son, 1951.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor holmesi Van Son, 1951.  Pringle et al., 1994: 151. 

Thestor holmesi van Son, 1951.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 116. 

Thestor holmesi van Son, 1951.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 577. 

Thestor holmesi van Son, 1951.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor holmesi. Male (Wingspan 31 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Du Toits Kop, Franschhoek, Western Cape, South Africa. January 2022. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Thestor holmesi.  Female (Wingspan 34 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Franschhoek Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  14 December 2005.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “French Hoek Pass, West Cape Province”. 

Diagnosis: Similar to Thestor penningtoni but may be distinguished as follows: on the forewing 

underside a sub-basal spot is present in the cell and the discal band is much straighter; a double mid-cell 

spot; on the underside of the wings there are clear sagittate markings; on the underside of the hindwing 

the discal band is strongly excurvate (Pringle et al., 1994). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Franschhoek Pass (TL; Holmes); Du Toit’s Kop (Pringle et al., 1994); near 

the road tunnel on the Du Toit’s Kloof Pass (Pringle et al., 1994); La Motte, above Assegaaibos 

(Pringle et al., 1994); the mountains above Rawsonville (Dickson); Jonkershoek Mountains 

above Helshoogte (Dickson and Murray); Somerset West (Mecenero et al., 2013); Villiersdorp 

(Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Habitat: Fynbos at altitudes of 600 m and higher (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habits: After being disturbed it usually settles on rocks (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: December and January (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 260, plate 124  [as Thestor holmesi; Du Toit's Kloof, Western Cape]. 
“Egg:  0.7 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid in small clusters (based on a single observation).  Colour white.  

The surface-pattern consists of an hexagonal network of fine ridges, with minute spheres at the intersections – the 

pattern changing abruptly to one without spheres and with the cells elongated (much as in Th. dukei) on the top, 

concave portion of the egg.  The period of incubation was not recorded.  Larva:  Approximately 1 mm, on 

emergence.  White or whitish, with brownish-orange longitudinal lines and strips – a narrow medio-dorsal one, a 

broad sub-dorsal one on each side and one of moderate width, on the ridge.  Head and neck-shield black or nearly 

black; the anal-shield dark-greyish.  Both shields with circular-headed, white setae of specialized type like those on 

the main surface of the body.  The setae of ordinary type at or near the extremities of the body are more or less 

brownish in colour.  On the ridge, there are some small, white blade-shaped setae with serrated edges.”  “Many 

years before this species had been described, Dr. Hesse showed us pupae, in the South African Museum, which had 

been found in an ants’ nest at Franschhoek and which yielded specimens of this butterfly.”  “Recorded from eggs 

Distribution of Thestor holmesi 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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from Du Toit’s Kloof, western Cape Province, supplied by Mr. A.J. Duke.” 

 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

 

*Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883)# 

Knysna Skolly 

 

Arrugia brachycera Trimen, 1883.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 353 (347-363). 

Arrugia brachycera Trimen, 1883.  Trimen & Bowker, 1887b. 

Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Pringle et al., 1994: 149. 

Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 116. 

Thestor brachycera (Trimen, 1883). D’Abrera, 2009: 692.  

Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Mecenero et al., 2013: 570. 

Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

Note: This taxon was originally described by Trimen, 1883 with the spelling brachycera. For the sake of nomenclatural stability, 

we have chosen to follow suit with the majority of the authors listed above who have employed the spelling brachycerus. 

 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor brachycerus brachycerus.  Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Sparrebosch, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 20 December 1997. D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor brachycerus brachycerus.  Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

The Heads, Knysna, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 8 January 1995. D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 

 

 

Alternative common name: Knysna Skolly. 

Type locality: [South Africa]: “Cape Colony (Western Districts)”. 

Diagnosis: Characterised by the pronounced whitish area adjacent to the discocellular spot on the 

forewing upperside; on the forewing underside there are prominent sagittate markings, a double mid-

cell spot, and a sub-basal spot in the cell; on the hindwing underside there is a strongly excurvate discal 

band and small, clear sagittate markings (Pringle et al., 1994). 
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Distribution: South Africa. 

Habitat: The nominate subspecies is found in coastal fynbos.  Subspecies dukei occurs in fynbos at 

varying altitudes, up to more than 1 200 m (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habits: The nominate subspecies lives in colonies of varying size.  Specimens settle on the ground.  

They are easily disturbed, taking short flights before re-settling (Pringle et al., 1994).  Specimens of 

subspecies dukei remain within a small area, circling about rapidly and settling on the ground or on 

stones (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: October to February for the nominate subspecies (Pringle et al., 1994).  Heath & Pringle, 

(2004) give the flight period as mid-December to early January. The flight period of subspecies dukei is 

from the end of November to January (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 257, plate 120  [as Thestor brachycerus; Knysna Heads, Western Cape]. 
“Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.35 mm high.  Laid singly (one observation only).  Whitish, until the dark head of 

the larva becomes apparent through the shell.  The surface-pattern consists of a network of very fine ridges, forming 

elongated cells – but of different conformation on part of the surface.  The period of incubation was not noted.  

Larva:  On emergence, about 1 mm.  White, with pale straw-coloured longitudinal streaks.  Head dark brown.  Neck-

shield and anal-shield black or blackish, the former with a small number of flattened, or stud-like, white setae of 

different sizes.  Apart from the setae of the usual type, the body bears very short, circular, flattened white setae.  On 

the lateral ridge itself there are short, broad, flattened setae, which are also white.  The 1st instar only of this species 

has been recorded – the larva dying fairly soon after it had emerged.  ..... Th. brachycerus was seen laying an egg 

on the shrub Gymnosporia (Celastraceae) when the co-author was collecting specimens at Knysna in 1933, and this 

observation is noted by Murray, 1935.  It is now realized, however, that the larvae of this genus do not feed on the 

plants on which eggs are laid.  Recorded from an egg from the Knysna Heads, western Cape Province.” 

 

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 259, plate 122  [as Thestor dukei; near Montagu, Western Cape]. 
“Egg:  0.65 mm diam. x 0.35 mm high.  Laid singly or, sometimes, more than one together on the same 

stem.  White, with a hexagonal surface-pattern.  The period of incubation was not ascertained.  Larva:  On 

emergence, 1 mm (or a little more).  Light yellow.  The head, neck- and anal-shields dark.  Apart from the setae of 

the usual type, there are small, circular, flattened white setae on the main surface of the body.  All larvae under 

observation died in the 1st instar.”  “A specimen was observed depositing eggs on a stem of a small bush on which 

there was white scale, on the Langeberg, above Geelboslaagte, a few miles E. of Montagu, on 15 November 1962.  

Ants were also noticed on the bush.  It seemed likely that the young larvae would feed on the scale but those which 

ultimately hatched from the eggs showed no signs of doing so – a portion of the bush having been brought home 

for this purpose.  It is possible that the diet of the Cape ‘black’ Thestor species is similar to that of Th. protumnus 

and Th. basutus.”  “Recorded from eggs from a few miles E. of Montagu, western Cape Province.” 

 

Bazin & Edge, 2015 J. Insect Conserv 19:349–357. DOI: 10.1007/s10841-015-9756-7 
Abstract “The existing knowledge of the biology and ecology of the butterfly genus Thestor is summarised, and 

the conservation status of the Critically Endangered Thestor brachycerus brachycerus reviewed. The biotopes of 

two hitherto unknown littoral colonies are compared with  the known inland fynbos site. The size of the extant 

populations is recorded as a future monitoring baseline. The relationship between habitat structure and territorial  

behaviour of males is explored. Female oviposition substrates are recorded, and it is inferred that the larvae are 

aphytophagous. No correlation was detected between vegetation composition and the presence of butterfly 

populations. A requirement for low level male perching sites to engender territorial and thence mating behaviour 

was  assessed as a key habitat resource. The commonest ant found in pitfall traps both within and outside the butterfly 

colonies was Anoplolepis custodiens, a known associate of Thestor butterflies. Future research should focus on 

determining the ant associations and food resources of all larval stages”. 

Distribution of Thestor brachycerus 
 

Ssp. brachycerus (red dot) – Western Cape 

Province. 
 

Ssp. dukei (green dots) – Western Cape Province. 
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Larval food: 

Probably some substance obtained during association with ants [Clark & Dickson, 1971: 257]. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

 

Thestor brachycerus brachycerus (Trimen, 1883)# 

Knysna Skolly 

 

Arrugia brachycera Trimen, 1883.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 353 (347-363). 

Arrugia brachycera Trimen, 1883.  Trimen & Bowker, 1887b. 

Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor brachycerus brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 116. 

Thestor brachycera (Trimen, 1883). D’Abrera, 2009: 692. 

Thestor brachycerus brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Mecenero et al., 2013: 570. 

Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883).  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor brachycerus brachycerus.  Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Sparrebosch, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 20 December 1997. D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor brachycerus brachycerus.  Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

The Heads, Knysna, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 8 January 1995. D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: [South Africa]: “Cape Colony (Western Districts)”. 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province – Knysna district). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Knysna (TL); Knysna Heads (Clark & Dickson, 1971); Eastern Knysna Head 

to 7 km eastwards (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Conservation status: Classified as Critically Endangered by Henning et al., 2009: 62 and by Mecenero 

et al., 2013. 
 

Note:  D’Abrera (2009: 692) and Krüger (2020: 85) were apparently being unaware of the generic revision 

published by Heath & Pringle (2004) in which it Thestor dukei was downgraded to a subpecies of Thestor 

brachycerus (Trimen, 1883). 

 

 



 51 

 

 

Thestor brachycerus dukei van Son, 1951# 

Duke’s Skolly 

 

Thestor dukei Van Son, 1951.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 21: 439 (439-445). 

Thestor dukei Van Son.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor dukei Van Son, 1951.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor dukei Van Son, 1951.  Pringle et al., 1994: 150. 

Thestor brachycerus dukei van Son, 1951.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 117 stat. nov. 

Thestor dukei van Son, 1951. D’Abrera, 2009: 592. (See footnote below). 

Thestor brachycerus dukei van Son, 1951.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 571. 

Thestor dukei van Son, 1951.  Krüger, 2020: 85. (See footnote below) 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor brachycerus dukei.  Male (Wingspan 33 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Swartberg Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  12 December 2009.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor brachycerus dukei.  Female (Wingspan 36 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Swartberg Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  12 December 2009.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Koo District, south-west Cape Province”. 

Diagnosis: Easily distinguished from Thestor brachycerus brachycerus by its darker ground-colour and 

on the forewing underside by the absence of a sub-basal spot in the cell (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Farm Eendracht, Koo district (TL; Duke and Dickson); summit of the 

Robinson Pass (Pringle et al., 1994); summit of the Swartberg Pass (Pennington); hills near 

Montagu (Wykeham); Arieskraal, 10 km south of Elgin (Buchanan); Cape Hangklip (Duke; 

single record); Elandsberg, north of Seven Weeks Poort (the Pringles); Hermanus mountains 

(Pringle et al., 1994); Stanford district (Rossouw); De Rust (Mecenero et al., 2013); Rooiberg 

(Mecenero et al., 2013); Langeberg (Mecenero et al., 2013); Cape Agulhas mountains 

(Mecenero et al., 2013). 
 

Note:  D’Abrera (2009: 692) and Krüger (2020) do not treat Thestor dukei van Son, 1951 as a subspecies of 

Thestor brachycerus, apparently being unaware of the generic revision published by Heath & Pringle (2004) in 

which it was downgraded to a subpecies of Thestor brachycerus (Trimen, 1883). 
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*Thestor overbergensis Heath & Pringle, 2004# 

Overberg Skolly 

 

Thestor overbergensis Heath & Pringle, 2004.  Metamorphosis 15 (3): 117 (91-151). 

Thestor overbergensis Heath & Pringle, 2004.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 580. 

 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor overbergensis. Male (Holotype). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

De Hoop, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 30 November 1993. E.L. Pringle. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Pringle Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor overbergensis. Female (Paratype). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

De Hoop, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 30 November 1993. E.L. Pringle. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Pringle Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “De Hoop, Western Cape Province”.  Holotype (male) captured 

30/XI/1993.  To be deposited in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Larger and darker above than T. brachycerus with prominent sagittate markings on forewing 

underside, conspicuous cilia, and discal band of forewing lacking prominent break in area M2.  A small, 

white apical patch, as well as a pair of white streaks beyond the discal cell.  Facies similar to T. claassensi 

but lacks prominent golden-brown markings of upper side, particularly in female.  A much lighter 

underside ground-colour than either of these species.  In comparison to T. b. dukei, has lighter, more 

prominent  discocellular patch, more greyish, as opposed to dark brown, upperside ground-colour, and 

much plainer and more uniformly dark female.  Also has much whiter underside ground-colour, and a 

sub-basal spot as well as only a single mid-cell spot on . [sic]  Undeside of forewing most closely 

resembles that of T. claassensi.  On average the largest species in the species group. 

Original description:  “Male: Forewing length: 15-17,5 mm; mean 17 mm (n=8).  Antenna-wing ratio: 0,28 (n=8).  

Forewing upper side: Ground-colour charcoal grey, with a hint of brown; black discal band of spots and with prominent black 

submarginal markings.  Pale scaling present along the anterior cubital vein as far as the sex patch below the discal cell in Cu1, 

M3 and M2.  A large black spot at the end of discal cell beyond which is a pair of whitish streaks.  Apex with prominent white 

marking.  Hind wing upper side:  Dark brown with a black discocellular streak and a rather inconspicuous black discal band 

extending from Cu2 to R3.  Cilia prominently white, chequered with black at the ends of the veins.  Forewing underside:  Ground-

colour whitish-grey, with a tint of grey.  Discal band of spots prominent, without a significant break in M2.  Well-defined 

postdiscal sagittate markings from costa to Cu2, distad of which is a grey area.  A large black quadrate marking present in discal 

cell, with a prominent light postdiscal area.  A single mid-cell spot, a small sub-basal spot, and a prominent streak in Cu2 basad 

from origin of vein Cu2 present in all specimens examined.  Hind wing underside:  Ground-colour whitish-grey, with a hint of 

grey.  Discal band consisting of brown spots, weakly excurvate in areas M2 and M1.  Submarginal sagittate markings very 
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indistinct and small.  A quadrate dark brown discocellular spot present, but in most cases not well defined.  Cilia conspicuous 

whitish grey, dark at end of veins.  Female:  Forewing length: 21 mm (n=1).  Antenna-wing ratio: 0,25.  Wings more rounded 

than in male, and ground-colour darker.  Upper side:  The pale quadrate marking on forewing light brown, not whitish-grey as 

in the male.  Discal band prominent on forewing, but very inconspicuous on hind wing.  Forewing band bordered distally by a 

series of inconspicuous brown streaks.  Underside:  Similar to male, but ground-colour dull greyish brown.  Sagittate markings 

on forewing prominent, whitish-grey distally edged with black; two prominent whitish streaks distad of black marking in discal 

cell.  Mid-cellualr and sub-basal spot absent, streak in Cu2 present but faint.  Male genitalia:  Similar to those of T. b. brachycerus, 

ventral lobe broader, and labides markedly serrated and slender, with a pronounced curve.  Fork of the uncus comparatively 

broad, and is split down to the base.” 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Between De Hoop Nature Reserve and Ou Plaas (TL); high on the Potberg 

(Heath & Pringle, 2004); Agulhas (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Habitat: Rocky limestone fynbos, 100 m above sea level.  Sympatric with Thestor rossouwi (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004).  The Potberg locality is on Table Mountain Sandstone. 

Habits: Nothing published. 

Flight period: October to late December (Heath & Pringle, 2004). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

Note:  D’Abrera (2009) and Krüger (2020) do not include overbergensis as a valid species, apparently being 

unaware of the generic revision published by Heath & Pringle in 2004. 

 

 

*Thestor barbatus Henning & Henning, 1997# 

Bearded Skolly 

 

Thestor barbatus Henning & Henning, 1997.  Metamorphosis 8 (2): 85 (85-90). 

Thestor barbatus Henning & Henning, 1997.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 568. 

Thestor barbatus Henning & Henning, 1997.  Krüger, 2020: 85. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor barbatus.  Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Paardepoort, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 17 December 1994. R. Terblanche. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 

Distribution of Thestor overbergensis 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Thestor barbatus.  Male (Wingspan 35 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Paardeberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  13 December, 2007.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor barbatus.  Female (Wingspan 38 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Paardeberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  13 December, 2007.  J. Dobson. 

Images: M.C. Williams. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Spitskoppie, 6km NW Herald, 1080m, 33°48'S, 22°24'E, Western Cape, 

17.xii.1994, R.F. Terblanche.”  The name “Spitskoppie” is erroneous – no such name exists in the 

vicinity and the correct locality is Paardeberg (west) (Heath & Pringle, 2004).  Described from 12 males 

and a single female.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis:  

Original description: “Male.  Forewing length: 14,8-18,5 mm, mean 16,8 mm (n=11); antenna-wing ratios: 0,29-0,32, 

mean 0,31 (n=11).  Wings, upperside.  Forewing: ground colour dark brown with black discal band from costa to vein 2A; pale 

grey streaks distal to cell in areas R5-M3; large black discocellular spot which extends to costal margin.  Hindwing: dark brown 

with a black discal band extending from vein Rs-CuA2 and a black disco-cellular spot.  Cilia white checkered with black at ends 

of veins.  Underside.  Pale grey becoming darker distally.  Forewing: dark grey postdiscal sagittate marks from costa to vein 2A; 

broad discal black band extending from costa to vein 2A; large black quadrate mark at upper end of cell and a smaller one at 

about half way; an oval black spot subbasally in CuA2.  Hindwing: with black discal band from vein Sc+R1-2A; quadrate dark 

brown disco-cellular spot.  Cilia grey becoming darker at ends of veins.  Genitalia:  Uncus fairly broad, forked process short only 

being as long as tegumen; falces short, only slightly shorter than tegumen; upper fultura narrow distally distally from a broad 

base; lower fultura broad and angular; saccus very broad and rounded, as long as wide with a small distal point; valva broad with 

dorsal lobe large and prominent, ventral lobe half the size and rounded; aedeagus short and broad, open dorsally over distal third 

of outer portion, inner portion slightly shorter than outer, anteriorly rounded.  Female.  Forewing length: 20,0 mm (n=1).  Wings 

slightly more rounded than in male; upper and underside markings similar to male but paler.”  
 

 

 
 

Distribution of Thestor barbatus 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).  Known only from the type locality. 

Habitat: Succulent Mountain Scrub at more than 1 000 m.  Specimens were found on a rocky ridge. 

Habits: Nothing published. 

Flight period: Recorded in December. 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

Conservation status: Classified as Data Deficient by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

Note:  D’Abrera (2009) omits this taxon from his book. 

 

 

*Thestor claassensi Heath & Pringle, 2004# 

Stillbaai Skolly 

 

Thestor claassensi Heath & Pringle, 2004.  Metamorphosis 15 (3): 119 (91-151). 

Thestor claassensi Heath & Pringle, 2004.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 573. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor claassensi male (Wingspan 32 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

                
 

 
Thestor claassensi female (Wingspan 35 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Stillbaai [Western Cape Province]”.  Holotype (male) 4/XI/1987 (V.L. 

Pringle), to be deposited in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 

Diagnosis: Larger than T. brachycerus, with more prominent dark, as well as brown, markings on upper 

side, and with more boldly marked cilia.  Underside with more prominent sagittate markings on both pairs 

of wings, ground-colour more whitish-grey, and discal area of forewing paler.  Discal band on hind wing 

more sharply excurved in areas M2 and M1.  The differences in the number and positioning of the spots 

of the forewing underside are discussed in the original description. 

Original description:  “Male:  Forewing length 15-18,5 mm, mean 16,9 mm (n=20).  Antenna-wing ratio: 0,28 (n=20).  

Forewing upper side:  Ground-colour golden brown with a black discal band, and a prominent dark area along outer margin.  

Pale trident-shaped sex patch at the origin of veins Cu2, Cu1 and M3; a large black spot present at end of discal cell beyond 

which are two whitish streaks.  Prominent white patch at apex.  Hind wing upper side:  Golden brown with a black discocellular 

streak, and a black discal band extending from Cu2 to R3; dark scaling present along veins.  Cilia prominently white, chequered 

with black where veins join termen.  Forewing underside:  Ground-colour greyish-white, with a yellowish tint in the discal area.  

Discal band broad without any discontinuity in area M2, and very prominent sagittate markings distad, from costa to Cu2.  A 
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large black quadrate marking present at end of discal cell, with a prominent pale area between this and the discal band.  A dark 

grey area distad of sagittate markings.  Mid-cell and sub-basal spots double in most specimens but mid-cell spot occasionally 

single, and sub-basal spot absent in approximately 5% of specimens examined.  A prominent spot, in some cases a streak, present 

in space Cu2.  Hind wing underside:  Ground-colour greyish-white with brown discal band, strongly excurved in areas M2 and 

M1, and prominent submarginal sagittate markings; a quadrate dark brown discal spot, and scattered basal spots.  Cilia grey, 

dark where veins join termen.  Male genitalia:  Similar to T. brachycerus, except that the lobes of the valves are slightly rounder, 

the prongs of the uncus slightly broader, and there are no visible serrations along the outer margin of the labides.  This last feature 

appears to be consistant.  Female:  Forewing length 19,8-21 mm mean 20,6 (n=7).  Antenna-wing ratio:  0.26 (n=7).  Similar to 

the male, but larger, with more rounded wings, and more prominent brown upper side markings.  The two white postdiscal streaks 

on the forewing are longer and the brown flashes distad of the discal band more prominent.” 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – Still Bay (TL); Puntjie (Heath & Pringle, 2004); Vermaaklikheid (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004). 

Habitat: Rocky limestone outcrops, close to sea level. 

Habits: Nothing published. 

Flight period: October to January. 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

Conservation status: Classified as Vulnerable by Mecenero et al., 2013. 
 

Note:  D’Abrera (2009) and Krüger (2020) do not include claassensi, apparently being unaware of the generic 

revision published by Heath & Pringle in 2004. 

 

 

*Thestor stepheni Swanepoel, 1968# 

Jonaskop Skolly 

 

Thestor stepheni Swanepoel, 1968.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 80: 54 (54). 

Thestor stepheni Swanepoel, 1968.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor stepheni Swanepoel, 1968.  Pringle et al., 1994: 151. 

Thestor stepheni Swanepoel, 1968.  Heath & Pringle. 2004: 120–121. 

Thestor stepheni Swanepoel, 1968.  Mecenero et al., 2013: 586. 

Thestor stepheni Swanepoel, 1968.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

 

 

                
 

 

Distribution of Thestor claassensi 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Thestor stepheni male (Wingspan 32 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson. 

 

 

                
 

Thestor stepheni female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Greyton, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 25 December 1981. E.L. Pringle. 

Images M. Williams ex Pringle Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Boesmanskloof Pass (Robertson distr., Cape)”. 

Diagnosis: Close to Thestor holmesi from which it differs as follows: on the underside of the forewing 

the spots of the discal band are smaller and are more basad in areas 1A, 1B and 2; on the underside of 

the wings the sagittate markings are comparatively suppressed; on the underside of the hindwing the 

discocellular mark is rounded (linear in holmesi) (Pringle et al., 1994). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – lower ridges of the Boesman’s Kloof Pass (TL; Richard Stephen); Klipberg, 

13 km west of the TL (Stephen); northern slopes of the Riviersonderend Mountains, behind 

Greyton (Dickson and Kaplan); Montagu (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Habitat: Fynbos. 

Habits: The flight is relatively fast for a Thestor but specimens settle frequently (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: December and January (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 
 

 

*Thestor penningtoni van Son, 1949# 

Swartberg Skolly 

 

Thestor penningtoni Van Son, 1949.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 21 (2): 214 (209-216). 

Thestor penningtoni Van Son.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Thestor penningtoni Van Son, 1949.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Thestor penningtoni Van Son, 1949.  Pringle et al., 1994: 151. 

Thestor penningtoni van Son, 1949.  Heath & Pringle, 2004: 121. 

Thestor penningtoni van Son, 1949.  Krüger, 2020: 86. 

Distribution of Thestor stepheni 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Thestor penningtoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Swartberg Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  12 November 1994.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

                
 

 

 
Thestor penningtoni.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Swartberg Pass, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  12 November 1994.  D.A. Edge. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Edge Collection. 
 

 

Type locality: South Africa: “Top of Zwartberg Pass, Prince Albert District, Cape Province”. 

Diagnosis: Distinguished from other ‘black’ Thestor species by the lack of discal spots in areas 1A and 

1B of the forewing underside.  As in Thestor holmesi it has a double mid-cell spot, a strongly excurvate 

discal band on the hindwing underside, and small, clear sagittate markings on the underside of both 

wings (Pringle et al., 1994). 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 

Specific localities: 

Western Cape Province – summit of the Swartberg Pass (TL; Pennington); Keeromsberg above the Hex 

River Valley (Dickson); summit of the Waboomsberge north of Montagu (Dickson and 

Wykeham); Farm Eendracht near Koo (Dickson and Wykeham); summit of the Elandsberg, 

north of Seven Weeks Poort (V. Pringle); Ceres (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

Habitat: Fynbos at altitudes above 1 500 m (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Habits: They appear to be more sluggish than most of their congeners (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution of Thestor penningtoni 
 

Western Cape Province. 
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Flight period: October and November (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: 

 

Heath & Pringle, 2004: 94. 

Two batches of about 12 eggs were noted to be laid on bare rock. 

 

Larval food: Nothing published. 

Associated ant: Nothing published. 

 

 


