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Genus Bematistes Hemming, 1935 
Wanderers 

 
Bematistes Hemming, 1935. In: Carpenter, 1935. Transactions of the Royal 
Entomological Society of London 83: 374 (313-447). Type species: Papilio epaea 
Felder, 1779. Selected subsequently by Scudder, 1875. 
 
The genus Bematistes belongs to the Family Nymphalidae Rafinesque, 1815; Subfamily 
Heliconiinae Swainson, 1822; Tribe Acraeini Boisduval, 1833. 
 
Bematistes (Wanderers) is a purely Afrotropical genus of 35 fairly large to large species. The 
lineage arose ~ 27 Mya. I have largely accepted the alpha taxonomy given in Pierre & Bernaud, 
2014. 
 
Relevant literature: 
Williams & Henning, 2023 [Taxonomy of Acraeini]. 
Pierre & Bernaud, 2014 [Synonomic checklist]. 
Williams & Henning, 2020 [Taxonomy of the cerasa group]. 
Henning, G. & Williams, 2010  [Classification]. 
Silva-Brandao et al., 2008  [Phylogeny of Acraeini]. 
Pierre, 2004c  [Cladistics and systematics]. 
Pierre et al., 2003  [Checklist for Ghana]. 
De Vries, 2002  [Differential wing toughness]. 
Jiggins et al., 2002  [Infection with Wolbachia]. 

 
Species groups of Bematistes. This genus is homogeneous, with no identifiable species groups. 
 
 

*Bematistes epitellus (Staudinger, 1896) 
Pale Orange Wanderer 

 
Acraea epitellus Staudinger, 1896.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 9: 207 (193-240). 
Acraea epaea epitellus Staudinger, 1896.  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea epitellus Staudinger, 1896.  Pierre & Bernaud, 2008: 406. 
Acraea (Bematistes) epitellus Staudinger, 1896. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes epitellus (Staudinger, 1896). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Tanzania]: “Lindi”. 
Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast), Mozambique (Larsen, 1991c). 
Specific localities: 
Kenya – Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991c); coast (Kielland, 1990d). 
Tanzania – Lindi (TL); Rondo Plateau near Lindi (Kielland, 1990d); Dendene Forest (Kielland, 1990d); 

Pugu Hills (Kielland, 1990d); Pemba Island (Kielland, 1990d); East Usambara (Kielland, 1990d); 
Uluguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); Masagati Forest south 
of Ifakara (Kielland, 1990d). 

Habitat: Forest.  In Tanzania it occurs from sea-level to 1 750 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
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Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 
 
Note: Larsen (1991, 2005a) believed that this taxon is a species distinct from Bematistes epaea.  This was formalized 

by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008.   
 
 

* Bematistes epaea (Cramer, [1779]) 
Equatorial Wanderer 

 
Papilio epaea Cramer, [1779] in Cramer, [1779-80].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa 

en America 3: 64 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht. 
Acraea epaea (Cramer, 1779).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) epaea (Cramer, [1779]). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes epaea (Cramer, [1779]). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes epaea.  Male (Wingspan 54 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Biakpa Mountain Paradise, Ghana.  24 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes epaea.  Female (Wingspan 70 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Biakpa Mountain Paradise, Ghana.  24 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Common Bematistes. 
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”.  Redescription by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b: 407. 
Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau (Aurivillius, 1910), Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, 
Ghana, Togo, Benin (south, central), Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Rio Muni), Gabon. 
 Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna by Mabille [1887] (Lees et al., 2003). Recorded, in error, 
from Gambia (Larsen, 2005a). 
Specific localities: 
Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a). 
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Guinea – Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 
Liberia – Wologizi (Safian et al., 2020); Wonegizi (Safian et al., 2020). 
Ivory Coast – Abidjan (male and female illustrated above). 
Ghana – Bobiri Butterfly Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007); Boabeng-Fiema Monkey Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 

2009). 
Benin – Houeyogbe Forest (Coache & Rainon, 2016); see Coache et al., 2017. 
Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a). 
Gabon – Throughout (Vande weghe, 2010). 
Equatorial Guinea – Alen Benito area (Strand, 1914); Malen (Strand, 1914). 
Habitat: Forest, including quite strongly degraded forest. Also in dense Guinea savanna in West Africa 
(Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: This is by far the commonest of the Bematistes species [in West Africa] (Larsen, 2005a). Sometimes 
they stray far from their natural habitat; Larsen (2005a) noted numbers feeding from the flowers of teak trees 
in a plantation. Females are often seen fluttering low down in search of host-plants (Larsen, 2005a). 
Telchinia jodutta is probably a co-mimic. Both sexes of A. epaea are the primary models for Elymniopsis 
bammakoo and Pseudacraea eurytus. The female is the model for the female of Papilio cynorta (Larsen, 
2005a). 
Early stages: 
 
Bernaud, 2000. (Cameroon). 
 
Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b. (Cameroon). 
 
Bernaud, et al., 2019: 586. (larva, pupa). 
 
Larval food: 
Adenia species (Passifloraceae) [Larsen, 1991c: 385]. 
Adenia cisampelloides (Planch. ex Hook.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [Larsen, 2005a]. 

 
gea Fabricius, 1781 (as sp. of Papilio).  Species Insectorum 2: 32 (499 pp.). Hamburgi & Kilonii.  “Africa 
aequinoctiali”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea epaea by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
sublutosa Strand, 1914 (as ab. of Planema epaea).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte  79 (A.12.): 107 (97-144).  
Equatorial Guinea: “Span.-Guinea, Alen Benitogebiet; Weg in der Urwald bei Malen”.  Treated as a female 
aberration of Acraea epaea by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
bicolorata Le Doux, 1937 (as ssp. of Planema epaea).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 160 
(151-187).  Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kafakumba; Kapanga”.  Larsen (2005a), on the 
advice of D. Bernaud, considers this subspecies to be redundant.  Not recognized as a valid subspecies by 
Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea epaea by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
aurata Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema epaea).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 159 (151-
187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.  Treated as a female aberration of Acraea epaea by Pierre 
& Bernaud, 2014. 

 
nigrita Le Doux, 1937 (as ssp. of Planema epaea).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 160 
(151-187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea epaea by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes parageum (Grose-Smith, 1900) 
Grey Wanderer 
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Bematistes parageum male. 
Kibale Forest, Uganda. October 2014. Image courtesy Raimund Schutte. 

 
 
Planema parageum Grose-Smith, 1900.  Novitates Zoologicae 7: 547 (544-547). 
Acraea epaea parageum (Grose-Smith, 1900).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea paragea (Grose-Smith, 1900).  Pierre & Bernaud, 2012: 11. stat. nov. 
Bematistes parageum (Grose-Smith, 1900). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes parageum parageum.  Male (Wingspan 64 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mabira Forest, Uganda.  14 September 2008.  P. Ward. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes parageum parageum. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Near Mbogi, Ituri, DRC. 3 December 2016. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
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Bematistes parageum parageum. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Ebogo, Cameroon. 13 May 2019. J. Dobson. 
Images M. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes parageum parageum. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Hillwood-Nchila, Zambia. 15 April 2002. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes parageum parageum. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Lisombo, Mwinilunga District, Zambia. 30 April 2001. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Uganda]: “Port Alice, Uganda”.  Redescription by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b: 409. 
Diagnosis: Differs from B. aganice in that the forewing has a large orange (male) or white (female) patch in 
the lower median area; somewhat smaller size; weaker flight (Kielland, 1990d). 
Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Zambia. 
Habitat: Forest. In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at altitudes between 800 and 1 200 m 
(occasionally up to 1 500 m). 
Habits: Periodic population explosions are known to occur (Larsen, 1991c). 
Early stages: 
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Van Someren & Rogers, 1927. 
 “The pupa is a pale bluish-green with black lines on the wing scutae, linear markings along the lateral aspect 
of the abdominal segments, anterior to the long spines. The spines are present on the 1 st to 4th segments; red at the base, 
yellow centrally and black tipped.” 
 
Larval food: 
Oncoba schweinfurthii (Gilg) Hul & Breteler (Salicaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 41; as Lindaeckeria 

schweinfurthii; for epaea]. 
 
lutosa Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Planema epaea).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 36 (12-107).  
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”; Cameroon: “Camerun”.  Larsen (2005a), on the 
advice of D. Bernaud, considers this subspecies to be redundant. .  Not recognized as a valid subspecies by 
Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea epaea by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. Treated as a 
synonym of Acraea paragea by Bernaud et al., 2021. 

 
angustifasciata Grünberg, 1910 (as ab. of Planema epaea).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft 
Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin  1910: 165 (146-181).  Uganda: “Sesse Inseln im Victoria-Nyansa”.  
Treated as an aberration of Acraea parageum by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
cremea Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema epaea).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 159 (151-
187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Uele”.  Treated as a female aberration of Acraea epaea by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2014. Treated as a female form of Acraea paragea by Bernaud et al., 2021. 
 
insolita Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema epaea).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 158 (151-
187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.  Treated as a female aberration of Acraea epaea by Pierre 
& Bernaud, 2014. Treated as a female form of Acraea paragea by Bernaud et al., 2021. 

 
angustifasciata d’Abrera, 1980 (as subspecies of Bematistes epaea).  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region  113 
(593 pp.).  Melbourne.  Type locality: Uganda: “Sese Is. In L. Victoria”.  Larsen (2005a), on the advice of D. 
Bernaud, considers this subspecies to be redundant.  Not recognized as a valid subspecies by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2008b.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea parageum by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
auratiana Bernaud & Ducarme, 2021 (as f. of Acraea paragea). Biogeography of Kivu and Ituri (Democratic 
Republic of Congo) Acraeinae (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae). Okapi Reserve . 735 pp. Kasuo and Biakato, Kivu, 
DRC. 

 
 

Bematistes parageum parageum (Grose-Smith, 1900) 
Grey Wanderer 

 
Planema parageum Grose-Smith, 1900.  Novitates Zoologicae 7: 547 (544-547). 
Acraea epaea parageum (Grose-Smith, 1900).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea paragea (Grose-Smith, 1900).  Pierre & Bernaud, 2012: 11. stat. nov. 
Bematistes parageum parageum (Grose-Smith, 1900). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
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Bematistes parageum parageum.  Male (Wingspan 64 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Mabira Forest, Uganda.  14 September 2008.  P. Ward. 
Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes parageum parageum. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Near Mbogi, Ituri, DRC. 3 December 2016. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes parageum parageum. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Ebogo, Cameroon. 13 May 2019. J. Dobson. 
Images M. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes parageum parageum. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Hillwood-Nchila, Zambia. 15 April 2002. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
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Bematistes parageum parageum. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Lisombo, Mwinilunga District, Zambia. 30 April 2001. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Uganda]: “Port Alice, Uganda”.  Redescription by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b: 409. 
Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Zambia. 
Specific localities: 
Central African Republic – Dzanga (Noss, 1998). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Mukenge (Suffert, 1904); Kwidgwi Island (Jordan, 1910); Kafakumba (Le 

Doux, 1937); Kapanga (Le Doux, 1937); Uele (Le Doux, 1937); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); 
Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest Block (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 
2018). 

Uganda – Port Alice (TL); Sesse Islands (Grünberg, 1910); Semuliki N.P. (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2017); 
37 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 2019; 11 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 2019 (for 
epaea). 

Rwanda – Cyamudongo Forest (Uwizelimana et al., 2021). 
Tanzania – A small forest in Gombe Stream National Park (Kielland, 1990d); Mpanda to Malagarazi River 

in Kigoma (Kielland, 1990d; for epaea). 
Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002). 

 
 

Bematistes parageum homochroa (Rothschild & Jordan, 1905) 
Ethiopian Equatorial Wanderer 

 
Planema epaea homochroa Rothschild & Jordan, 1905.  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 185 (175-191). 
Acraea epaea homochroa (Rothschild & Jordan, 1905).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) epaea homochroa (Rothschild & Jordan, 1905). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Acraea paragea homochroa (Rothschild & Jordan, 1905). Bernaud et al., 2021. 
Bematistes parageum homochroa (Rothschild & Jordan, 1905). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes parageum homochroa. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
40 km south of Ghibe, Ethiopia. 29 September 1997. A. Gardiner. 
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Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Ethiopia]: “Banka, Malo; Kankatito to Djibbe, Djimma”.  Redescription by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2008b: 410. 
Distribution: Ethiopia (south). 
Specific localities: 
Ethiopia – Banka, Malo (TL); Kankatito (Rothschild & Jordan, 1905); Djibbe (Rothschild & Jordan, 1905); 

Djimma (Rothschild & Jordan, 1905). 
 
 

Bematistes parageum insulana (Ackery, 1995) 
Bioko Equatorial Wanderer 

 
Acraea (Acraea) epaea insulana Ackery, 1995. In Ackery, et al., 1995: 237. 
Acraea (Bematistes) epaea insulana Ackery, 1995. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Acraea paragea insulana Ackery, 1995. Bernaud et al., 2021. 
Bematistes parageum insulana (Ackery, 1995). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Basilé, Fernando Po”.  Redescription by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b: 409. 
Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (island of Bioko). 
Specific localities: 
Equatorial Guinea – Basile, Bioko Island (TL); Caldera de Luba, Bioko (Martin, 2015). 

 
insularis Aurivillius, 1910 (as var. of Planema epaea).  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di 
Genova) Giacoma Doria (3) 4: 518 (494-530).  Equatorial Guinea: “Basilé, Fernando Po”.  [Invalid; junior 
secondary homonym of Acraea insularis Sharpe, 1893 [Acraeinae].]. Treated as a synonym of Acraea epaea 
insulana by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes melina (Thurau, 1903) 
Yellow Equatorial Wanderer 

 
Planema epaea var. melina Thurau, 1903.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 135 (117-143). 
Acraea epaea melina (Thurau, 1903).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) epaea melina (Thurau, 1903). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Acraea melina (Thurau, 1903). Bernaud et al., 2021. Stat. nov. 
Bematistes melina (Thurau, 1903). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes melina. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Livingstonia, Malawi. 8 April 1995. A. and M. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
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Type locality: [Tanzania]: “N.-Nyassa-See, Langenburg”.  Redescription by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b: 409. 
Distribution: Tanzania (south-west), Malawi (north and south). 
Specific localities: 
Tanzania – Langenburg (TL); Tukuyu (Kielland, 1990d). 
Malawi – Eight records given by Bernaud & Murphy (2014). 
Habitat: Flies at altitudes of about 1 100 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Oncoba dentata Oliv. (Salicaceae) [Larsen, 2005a; Bernaud & Murphy, 2014; both as Lindaeckeria 

dentata]. 
 
 

* Bematistes kivuana (Jordan, 1910) 
Kivu Grey Wanderer 

 
Planema epaea kivuana Jordan, 1910.  Novitates Zoologicae 17: 462 (462-469). 
Acraea paragea kivuana (Jordan, 1910).  Pierre & Bernaud. 2012: 11 comb. nov.  
Acraea kivuana (Jordan, 1910). Bernaud et al., 2021. Stat. nov. 
Bematistes kivuana (Jordan, 1910). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Kwidgwi Island in Lake Kivu”. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi. 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Kwidgwi Island, Lake Kivu (TL); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018). 
Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

* Bematistes tellus (Aurivillius, 1893) 
Orange Wanderer 

 
Planema tellus Aurivillius, 1893.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 14: 280 (257-292). 
Acraea tellus (Aurivillius, 1893).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) tellus (Aurivillus, 1893). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes tellus (Aurivillius, 1893). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes tellus tellus. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bamokandi, Poko Terr., Bas-Uele, DRC. 6 February 2021. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
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Bematistes tellus tellus. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bamokandi, Poko Terr., Bas-Uele, DRC. 6 February 2021. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Orange Bematistes. 
Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoki, Ekundu, Kitta”. Holotype in the Swedish Natural History Museum (images 
available at www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/t). Redescription by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b: 410. 
Diagnosis: Similar to Bematistes epaea but the forewing orange subapical band is much wider and is not 
kinked at vein as it is in epaea (Kielland, 1990d). 
Distribution: Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Central African Republic, Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia. 
Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: A fairly common butterfly that flies about slowly in shady places in the forest (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: 
 
Bernaud, et al., 2019: 597. (host-plant, larva, pupa). 
 
Larval food: 
Adenia species (Passifloraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 
Barteria fistulosa Mast. (Passifloraceae) [Bernaud, et al., 2019: 597; for ssp. eumelis; Uganda]. 
 
 

Bematistes tellus tellus (Aurivillius, 1893) 
Orange Wanderer 

 
Planema tellus Aurivillius, 1893.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 14: 280 (257-292). 
Acraea tellus (Aurivillius, 1893).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) tellus tellus (Aurivillus, 1893). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes tellus tellus (Aurivillius, 1893). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
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Bematistes tellus tellus. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bamokandi, Poko Terr., Bas-Uele, DRC. 6 February 2021. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes tellus tellus. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bamokandi, Poko Terr., Bas-Uele, DRC. 6 February 2021. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoki, Ekundu, Kitta”.  Holotype in the Swedish Natural History Museum 
(images available at www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/t).  Redescription by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b: 410. 
Distribution: Benin (south), Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Central African Republic, Sudan (south), Uganda (north-west) (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2015), 
Zambia (north-east). 
Specific localities: 
Benin – see Coache et al., 2017. 
Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (J. Wojtusiak, vide Larsen, 

2005a); Makurdi (Larsen, 2005a). 
Cameroon – Itoki (TL); Ekundu (Aurivillius, 1893); Kitta (Aurivillius, 1893); Bipindi (Neustetter, 1916); 

Korup (Larsen, 2005a); Ekonjo (Bernaud, et al., 2019). 
Equatorial Guinea – Alen Benito district (Strand, 1914). 
Gabon – Mboumie (Vande weghe, 2010); Langoue (Vande weghe, 2010); camp Nouna (Vande weghe, 

2010); Bakouaka (Vande weghe, 2010); camp PPG (Vande weghe, 2010). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Mukenge (Suffert, 1904); Sankuru, Loto (Le Doux, 1937); Isiro (Berger, 

1981); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest Block 
(Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018); Eringeti (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Kafakumba 
(Bernaud, et al., 2019). 

Central African Republic – Dzanga (Noss, 1998). 
Sudan – Aloma (Bernaud, et al., 2019). 
Uganda – Kei (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Metu (Bernaud, et al., 2019). 

 
lustella Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Planema epaea).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 36 (12-107).  
Cameroon: “Camerun”; Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge, Congo Staat”.  Treated as an synonym of 
Acraea tellus tellus by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
albofasciata Neustetter, 1916 (as ab. of Planema tellus).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  30: 98 
(95-108).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, Bipindi”.  Treated as an aberration of Acraea tellus tellus by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2014. 

 
helichta Neustetter, 1916 (as ab. of Planema tellus).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  30: 98 (95-
108).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, Bipindi”.  Treated as an aberration of Acraea tellus tellus by Pierre & Bernaud, 
2014. 

 
ferruginea Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema tellus).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 162 



 13

(151-187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sankuru, Loto”.  Treated as female form of Acraea tellus tellus 
by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
bernardi Berger, 1981 (as f. of Bematistes tellus tellus).  Les Papillons du Zaire 193 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  
Democratic Republic of Congo: “Isiro”.  Treated as a form of Acraea tellus tellus by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014 
and spelt as bernardii. 

 
 

Bematistes tellus eumelis (Jordan, 1910) 
Eastern Orange Wanderer 

 
Planema tellus eumelis Jordan, 1910.  Novitates Zoologicae 17: 462 (462-469). 
Acraea tellus eumelis (Jordan, 1910).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) tellus eumelis (Jordan, 1910). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes tellus eumelis (Jordan, 1910). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes tellus eumelis.  Female (Wingspan 65 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mabira Forest, Uganda.  15 June 2009.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Uganda]: “Toro”. Redescription by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b: 411. 
Distribution: Sudan (south), Uganda (central and east), Rwanda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west). 
Specific localities: 
Uganda – Toro (TL); Semuliki N.P. (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2015). 
Tanzania – Ntakatta Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Bukoba Region (Kielland, 1990d). 

 
platyxantha Jordan, 1910 (as ssp. of Planema tellus). Synonymized with eumelis by Jordan (1916). Treated as 
a synonym of Acraea tellus eumelis by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
subapicalis Strand, 1914 (as ab. of Planema tellus).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.12.): 107 (97-144).  
Equatorial Guinea: “Span.-Guinea, Alen Benitogebiet; Weg nach Manononam”.  Treated as an aberration of 
Acraea tellus eumelis by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes schubotzi (Grünberg, 1911) 
Bicolor Wanderer 

 
Planema schubotzi Grünberg, 1911.  Wissenschaftliche Ergibnisse der Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1907-1908. 3 (17): 519 

(506-560), 4 pls. Leipzig. 
Acraea schubotzi (Grünberg, 1911).  Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b. 
Acraea (Bematistes) schubotzi (Grünberg, 1911). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes schubotzi (Grünberg, 1911). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
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Bematistes schubotzi. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Kasugho, Lubero Terr., North Kivu, DRC. 28 February 2017. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: No locality given. Redescription by Pierre & Bernaud, 2008b: 411. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, north Kivu), Uganda, Rwanda. 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest Block (Ducarme, 2018); Mt 

Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – Budongo (van Someren, 1936); Semuliki (Le Doux, 1937); Bwamba (Carcasson, 1961); Bugoma 

(Bernaud, et al., 2019); Buyenvu (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Itwara (Bernaud, et al., 2019). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
jacksonianus Van Someren, 1936 (as female f. of Bematistes schubotzi). Treated as a female form of Acraea 
schubotzi by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes adrasta (Weymer, 1892) 
Golden Wanderer 

 
Acraea adrasta Weymer, 1892.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 53: 85 (79-125). 
Acraea (Bematistes) adrasta Weymer, 1892. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes adrasta (Weymer, 1892). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [East Africa]: “Westafrica”. [False locality.] 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east), Kenya (south-east), Tanzania (north-east). 
Specific localities: 
Kenya – Shimba Hills (Carcasson, 1961; Sevastopulo, 1974). 
Tanzania – Zanzibar (Oberthur, 1893); Nguelo, Usambara (Suffert, 1904); East Usambara Mountains 

(Kielland, 1990d); Kimboza Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Morogoro (Kielland, 1990d); Mwanihana 
Forest at Sanje (Kielland, 1990d). 

Habitat: Lowland forest (Kielland, 1990d).  The nominate subspecies in Tanzania occurs at altitudes 
between 200 and 1 250 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: Considered to be a rare butterfly in Kenya but apparently it is common in the Usambaras, Tanzania 
(Larsen, 1991c). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
machoni Oberthür, 1893 (as sp. of Acraea).  Études d’Entomologie 17: 29 (17-36).  Tanzania: “Zanguebar 
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(Nguru)”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea adrasta by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 

haydni Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Planema).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 34 (12-107).  
Tanzania: “Nguelo in Usambara”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea adrasta by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
pancalis Jordan, 1910 (as ssp. of Planema adrasta).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 34 (12-
107).  Tanzania: “Nguelo in Usambara”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea adrasta by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes formosa (Butler, 1874) 
Narrow-banded Wanderer 

 
Planema formosa Butler, 1874.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 213 (209-217). 
Acraea formosa (Butler, 1874).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) formosa (Butler, 1874). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes formosa (Butler, 1874). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes formosa. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Kasugho, Lubero Terr., North Kivu, DRC. 11 March 2017. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes formosa. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Zika Forest, Uganda. 12 June 2017. J. Dobson. 
Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 
 
Type locality: Angola: “Cabinda, Ambriz”.  
Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda 
(west). 
Specific localities: 
Equatorial Guinea – Basile, Bioko (Martin, 2015). 
Gabon – Bakouaka (Vande weghe, 2010). 
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Angola – Ambriz, Cabinda (TL). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – Bwamba (Carcasson, 1961); Kayonza (Carcasson, 1961); Agoro-Agu (Bernaud, et al., 2019); 

Busowe (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Kerenge (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Mawakota (Bernaud, et al., 2019); 
Patiko (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Mpanga Forest (Safian & Pyrcz, 2020); Zika Forest (images of 
female above). 

Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

* Bematistes dewitzi (Staudinger, 1896) 
 
Acraea dewitzi Staudinger, 1896. Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 9: 209 (193-240). 
Bematistes dewitzi (Staudinger, 1896). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Central African Republic: “Njamnjam”. 
Distribution: Central African Republic. 
Specific localities: 
Central African Republic – Njamnjam (TL). 
Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
simulata Le Doux, 1932 (as sp. of Acraea). Treated as a synonym of Acraea dewitzi by Pierre & Bernaud, 
2014. 

 
similator Ackery et al., 1995 (as replacement name for Acraea simulata Le Doux, 1932). Treated as a 
synonym of Acraea dewitzi by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes obliqua (Aurivillius, [1913]) 
Oblique Wanderer 

 
Planema obliqua Aurivillius, [1913] in Seitz, [1908-25].  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen 

Tagfalter: 243 (614 pp.). 
Acraea obliqua (Aurivillius, 1913).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) obliqua (Aurivillius, 1913). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes obliqua (Aurivillius, [1913]). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Alternative common name: Yellow-banded Bematistes. 
Type locality: Cameroon: “Fonga Tunga”.  Holotype in the Swedish Natural History Museum (images 
available at www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/o). 
Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon. 
Specific localities: 
Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a). 
Cameroon – Fonga Tunga (TL). 
Habitat: Submontane forest (above 1 300 m) (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: Quite common in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies high up, with a slow sailing flight, mainly on the 
edges of the forest (Larsen, 2005a).  A form of Pseudacraea eurytis is an excellent mimic (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
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Adenia cisampelloides (Planch. ex Hook.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [Bernaud, 1995; Cameroon]. 
 
 

* Bematistes kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1927) 
Kivu Wanderer 

 
Planema obliqua kivuensis Joicey & Talbot, 1927.  Encyclopédie Entomologique (B.3. Lepidoptera) 2: 12 (1-14). 
Acraea obliqua kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1927).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Acraea) kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1927). Pierre & Bernaud, 2012. stat. rev.  
Bematistes kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1927). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “North-West Kivu: Kivu-Oso Watershed, 4,500-6,000 
feet”. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda. 
Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

Bematistes kivuensis kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1927) 
Elgon Oblique Wanderer 

 
Planema obliqua kivuensis Joicey & Talbot, 1927.  Encyclopédie Entomologique (B.3. Lepidoptera) 2: 12 (1-14). 
Acraea obliqua kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1927).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Acraea) kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1927). Pierre & Bernaud, 2012. stat. rev.  
Bematistes kivuensis kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1927). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “North-West Kivu: Kivu-Oso Watershed, 4,500-6,000 
feet”. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda (south-west). 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Kivu-Oso Watershed (TL); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Semuliki Valley 

(Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Blue (Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – Kibale Forest (Poulton, 1929); Fort Portal (Poulton, 1929); Katera (Jackson, 1951); Kayonza 

(Jackson, 1956); Kalinzu (Carcasson, 1961); Mbarara (Carcasson, 1961). 
Rwanda – Cyamudongo Forest (Uwizelimana et al., 2021). 

 
toroense Poulton, 1929 in Eltringham et al., 1929 (as ssp. of Planema elgonense). Transactions of the 
Entomological Society of London  77: 489 (475-504). Uganda: “Kibale Forest, near Fort Portal, Toro”.  Treated 
as a synonym of Acraea kivuensis kivuensis  by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

Bematistes kivuensis elgonense (Poulton, 1927) 
Elgon Oblique Wanderer 

 
Planema elgonense Poulton, 1927.  Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London 2: 37 (36-37). 
Acraea obliqua elgonense (Poulton, 1927).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) oblique elgonensis (Poulton, 1927). Henning & Williams, 2010. [Misspelling of ssp. name] 
Acraea kivuensis elgonense (Poulton, 1927). Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
Bematistes kivuensis elgonense (Poulton, 1927). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Uganda]: “W. Elgon District”. 
Distribution: Uganda (western and southern slopes of Mt Elgon). 
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Specific localities: 
Uganda – Mount Elgon (TL); Jinja (Carcasson, 1961); Mabira (Carcasson, 1961); Mbale (Carcasson, 1961).   

 
ela Rumbucher, 1992 (as female f. of Bematistes elgonense).  Lambillionea 92 (3):231, 232 (231-232).  
Uganda: “Mt Elgon”.  Treated as a form of Acraea kivuensis elgonense  by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes poggei (Dewitz, 1879) 
Great Wanderer 

 
Acraea poggei Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum  4 (2): 190 

(173-212). 
Acraea (Bematistes) poggei Dewitz, 1879. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes poggei (Dewitz, 1879). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes poggei poggei. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Semuliki National Park, Uganda. 4-8 June 2017. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes poggei poggei. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Sakeji School, Ikelenge, Zambia. 20 May 2017. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 

                



 19

 
 

Bematistes poggei poggei. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Sakeji School, Ikelenge, Zambia. 17 April 2004. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes poggei poggei. Female (form flava). Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mbau Territory, North Kivu, DRC. 13 September 2015. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Angola]: “Guinea”. [False locality.] 
Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Zambia, Angola. 
Habitat: Forest and riverine thicket (Kielland, 1990d). In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at 
altitudes from 800 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: A not uncommon species (Larsen, 1991c). The flight is slow, allowing the warning coloration to be 
advertised (Larsen, 1991c). Often flies high up in the forest canopy and unlike similar congenerics is not 
restricted to the darker parts of the forest (Kielland, 1990d). It is a model for certain forms of Papilio 
dardanus, Pseudacraea eurytis and Acraea [now Telipna] aurivillii (Larsen, 1991c). 
Early stages: 
 
Van Someren & Rogers, 1927. (egg, larva, pupa). 
 
Larval food: 
Adenia species (Passifloraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 
Vitis species (Vitaceae) [Van Someren & Rogers, 1927]. 

 
 

Bematistes poggei poggei (Dewitz, 1879) 
Great Wanderer 

 
Acraea poggei Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum  4 (2): 190 

(173-212). 
Acraea (Bematistes) poggei poggei Dewitz, 1879. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes poggei poggei (Dewitz, 1879). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
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Bematistes poggei poggei. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Semuliki National Park, Uganda. 4-8 June 2017. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes poggei poggei. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Sakeji School, Ikelenge, Zambia. 20 May 2017. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes poggei poggei. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Sakeji School, Ikelenge, Zambia. 17 April 2004. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
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Bematistes poggei poggei. Female (form flava). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Mbau Territory, North Kivu, DRC. 13 September 2015. T. Desloges. 
Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 

 
 
Type locality: [Angola]: “Guinea”. [False locality.] 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania (west), Zambia (north-west and 
north-east), Angola. 
Specific localities: 
Cameroon – Pama-Quelle (Gaede, 1916). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Makala (TL of macrosticha); Ruschuru, Kivu (TL of brevimacula); 

Mukenge (Hering, 1936); Aruwini (TL of nelsoni); Kiwu (Hering, 1936); Kindu, Lusuku (Le Douz, 
1937); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest Block 
(Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018). 

Uganda – Semuliki N.P. (Davenport & Howard, 1996); 50 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 2019. 
Kenya – Nandi (Larsen, 1991c); Elgon area (Larsen, 1991c); Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991c); Ebua River 

(Larsen, 1991c); Suna (Larsen, 1991c); Malakisi (Larsen, 1991c); Lugari near Kipkaren (Larsen, 
1991c). 

Tanzania – Ukerewe (Hering, 1936); Kalenga, Kambaza (Le Doux, 1937); Mpanda and Kigoma Districts 
(Kielland, 1990d); Minziro forests (Congdon & Collins, 1998); Rumanyika Game Reserve 
(Congdon & Collins, 1998);. 

Zambia – Matonchi (Heath et al., 2002); Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002); 
Kalungwishi River (Heath et al., 2002); Kamapanda. 

Angola – North Bailunda (Jordan, 1910). 
 

nelsoni Grose-Smith and Kirby, [1892] (as sp. of  Acraea).  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, 
rare and unfigured species of butterflies  1: 10 (183 pp.). London.  Angola: North Bailunda”.  Treated as a 
synonym of Acraea poggei poggei by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
macrosticha Bethune-Baker, 1908 (as sp. of Planema). Annals and Magazine of Natural History  (8) 2: 472 
(469-482). Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Makala”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea 
poggei poggei by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
entalis Jordan, 1910 (as sp. of Planema).  Novitates Zoologicae  17: 462 (462-469).  Type locality: 
[Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Aruwini”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea poggei poggei by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2014. 

 
vendita Wichgraf, 1911 (as sp. of Planema).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift  5: 174 (173-175).  
“Victoria-Nyanza-See”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea poggei poggei by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
intermissa Gaede, 1916 (as var. of Planema leopoldina).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift  9: 111 
(105-106, 109-112, 125-126).  Cameroon: “Pama-Quelle, Neu-Kamerun”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea 
poggei poggei by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
brevimacula Talbot, 1928 (as ssp. of Planema poggei). Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines  16: 217 
(217-220). Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: Ruschuru, Kivu”. Treated as a synonym of 
Acraea poggei poggei by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
paragoga Hering, 1936 (as ssp. of Planema poggei).  Mitteilungen der Deutschen Entomologischen 
Gesellschaft 7: 22 (21-22).  Tanzania: “Ukerewe, Bukoba”; Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kiwu”; “Victoria 
Nyansa”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea poggei poggei by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
amela Hering, 1936 (as ssp. of Planema poggei).  Mitteilungen der Deutschen Entomologischen Gesellschaft  
7: 22 (21-22).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.  Treated as a form of Acraea poggei poggei by 
Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
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flava Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema poggei nelsoni).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 169 
(151-187).  Tanzania: “Kalenga, Kambaza”.  Treated as a form of Acraea poggei poggei  by Pierre & Bernaud, 
2014. 

 
 

Bematistes poggei ras (Ungemach, 1932) 
Ethiopian Great Wanderer 

 
Planema nelsoni ras Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 71 (1-122). 
Acraea poggei ras (Ungemach, 1932).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) poggei ras (Ungemach, 1932). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes poggei ras (Ungemach, 1932). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Ethiopia]: “Oullaga; Youbdo, Guebba”. 
Distribution: Ethiopia (south-west). 
Specific localities: 
Ethiopia – Oullaga (TL); Youbdo, Guebba (Ungemach, 1932). 

 
 

* Bematistes leopoldina (Aurivillius, 1895) 
Leopoldville Wanderer 

 
Planema leopoldina Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 112 (111-112). 
Acraea leopoldina (Aurivillius, 1895).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) leopoldina (Butler, 1895). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes leopoldina (Aurivillius, 1895). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Leopoldville”. 
Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (south). 
Specific localities: 
Gabon – Bateke Plateau (Vande weghe, 2010). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Leopoldville (TL); Uele Niangara (Le Doux, 1937); Kapanga (Le Doux, 

1937). 
Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
mixta Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema poggei leopoldina).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 
171 (151-187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.  Treated as a form of Acraea leopoldina by Pierre 
& Bernaud, 2014. 
 
albofasciata Le Doux, 1937 (as female f. of Planema poggei brevimacula).  Revue de Zoologie et de 
Botanique Africaine 29: 171 (151-187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Uele Niangara”.  Treated as a 
female form of Acraea leopoldina by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes elongata (Butler, 1874) 
Elongate Wanderer 

 
Planema elongata Butler, 1874.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 212 (209-217). 
Acraea elongata (Butler, 1874).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) elongata (Butler, 1874). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes elongata (Butler, 1874). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
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Bematistes elongata. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Ebogo, Cameroon. 28 April 2019. J. Dobson. 
Images M. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 
 
Alternative common name: Elongate Bematistes. 
Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”. 
Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Central African Republic. 
 Recorded, in error, from Ghana by Ackery et al., 1995 (Larsen, 2005a). 
Specific localities: 
Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a). 
Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a). 
Gabon – Bitam (Vande weghe, 2010); Akaka (Vande weghe, 2010); Waka (Vande weghe, 2010); Langoue 

(Vande weghe, 2010); camp Nouna (Vande weghe, 2010). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Kimuenza (Schultze, 1923); Prêtres de Sacré-Coeur (Le Doux, 1937); Ituri 

Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest Block (Ducarme, 2018). 
Central African Republic – Dzanga (Noss, 1998). 
Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: An uncommon species that flies, slowly, in dark dense forest (Larsen, 2005a). Pseudacraea 
kuenowii gottbergei is a wonderful mimic of this species and is almost impossible to distinguish in flight 
(Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
serena Schultze, 1923 in Schultze & Aurivillius, 1923 (as var. of Planema elongata).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten 
Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition  1 (17): 1117 (1113-1242).  [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Belg. 
Kongo: Kimuenza”. Invalid; junior secondary homonym of Papilio serena Fabricius, 1775 [Acraeinae].  
Treated as a synonym of Acraea elongata by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
varia Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema elongata).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 164 (151-
187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “District de Stanleyville (Prêtres de Sacré-Coeur)”.  Treated as a female 
form of Acraea elongata by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes persanguinea (Rebel, 1914) 
Bloodless Wanderer 

 
Planema persanguinea Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 235 (219-294). 
Acraea persanguinea (Rebel, 1914).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) persanguinea (Rebel, 1914). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes persanguinea (Rebel, 1914). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
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Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Rutschuru-Ebene”. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Lualaba), Uganda (south-west), Rwanda, 
Burundi,. 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Rutschuru-Ebene (TL); Stanley Falls (Le Doux, 1931); Ituri Forest 

(Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018); Kasuo (Bernaud et al., 2019);  Kalenge (Bernaud 
et al., 2019). 

Uganda – Kayonza (Jackson, 1956); Bwindi (Bernaud et al., 2019). 
Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
consanguinoides Le Doux, 1931 (as sp. of Planema).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift  1931: 58 (49-59).  
Democratic Republic of Congo: “Stanley-Falls, Congo”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea persanguinea by 
Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
leucoradiata Bernaud & Ducarme, 2021 (as female f. of Acraea persanguinea). Biogeography of Kivu and 
Ituri (Democratic Republic of Congo) Acraeinae (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae). Okapi Reserve . 735 pp. 
Muleke, Kivu, DRC. 

 
 

* Bematistes epiprotea (Butler, 1874) 
Insipid Wanderer 

 
Planema epiprotea Butler, 1874.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 210 (209-217). 
Acraea epiprotea (Butler, 1874).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) epiprotea (Butler, 1874). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes epiprotea (Butler, 1874). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes epiprotea. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Nebobongo, Haut-Uele, DRC. 2 July 2014. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
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Bematistes epiprotea. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Nebobongo, Haut-Uele, DRC. 5 July 2014. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Insipid Bematistes. 
Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”. 
Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2017), Tanzania (west). 
 Recorded, in error, from Ghana by Ackery et al., 1995 (Larsen 2005a). 
Specific localities: 
Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen 2005a). 
Cameroon – Korup (Larsen 2005a). 
Equatorial Guinea – Rebola, Bioko (Martin, 2015). 
Gabon – Kinguele (Vande weghe, 2010); Bitam (Vande weghe, 2010); Akaka (Vande weghe, 2010); Waka 

(Vande weghe, 2010); Ipassa (Vande weghe, 2010); camp Nouna (Vande weghe, 2010). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Kimuenza (Schultze & Aurivillius, 1923); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); 

Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – Semuliki N.P. (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2017). 
Tanzania – Kigoma District: Ntakatta Forest; Mihumu; Mukuyu (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habitat: Lowland forest of good quality (Larsen 2005a). In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 800 to 1 
000 m, occasionally reaching 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: A fairly common species in the Oban Hills but not elsewhere in Nigeria (Larsen 2005a). The flight 
is slow and hovering and specimens are usually found in the shadiest parts of the forest where their dark 
colouration makes them difficult to see (Kielland, 1990d). They fly close to the ground (Larsen 2005a). On 
occasion they may be seen flying through woodland as they cross from one forest to another (Kielland, 
1990d). 
Early stages: 
 
Bernaud, et al., 2019: 621. (larva, pupa). 
 
Larval food: 
Barteria nigritana Hook. f. (Passifloraceae) [Bernaud & Pierre, 1996]. 

 
conformis Schultze, 1923 in Schultze & Aurivillius, 1923 (as ab. of Planema epiprotea).  Ergebnisse der 
Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition  1(17): 1117 (1113-1242).  Democratic Republic of Congo: 
“Belg. Kongo: Kimuenza”.  Treated as a female aberration of Acraea epiprotea by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes alcinoe (Felder & Felder, [1865]) 
Nymph Wanderer 

 
Acraea alcinoe Felder & Felder, [1865], in Felder & Felder [1865-7].  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 368 (549 pp.). 



 26

Wien. 
Acraea (Bematistes) alcinoe Felder & Felder, 1865. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes alcinoe (Felder & Felder, [1865]). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes alcinoe alcinoe. Male (Wingspan 66 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mabira Forest, Uganda. 29 December 2009. A. O’Gorman. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes alcinoe alcinoe.  Male (Wingspan 63 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Biakpa Mountain Paradise, Ghana.  24 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes alcinoe alcinoe.  Female (Wingspan 82 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Biakpa Mountain Paradise, Ghana.  24 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Alcinoe Bematistes. 
Type locality: [Guinea-Bissau]: “Africa septentrionali-occidental: Ins. Bissao”. 
Distribution: Guinea-Bissau (Felder & Felder ,1865), Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, 
Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome & Principe (only Principe), Gabon, Angola 
(Mendes et al., 2018), Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Uganda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania. 
Habitat: Forest, including degraded habitat (Larsen, 2005a). Dense lowland forest (Kielland, 1990d). In 
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Tanzania ssp. camerunica occurs at altitudes between 800 and 950 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: A relatively common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a). Flies quite low down in shady parts of the forest 
(Kielland, 1990d). 
Early stages: 
 
Aurivillius, 1913. (larva, pupa). 
 
Bernaud, 1995. 
 
Bernaud, et al., 2019: 624. (host-plant, egg, larva, pupa). 
 
Larval food: 
Adenia species (Passifloraceae) [Larsen, 1991c: 384]. 
Adenia cisampelloides (Planch. ex Hook.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [Bernaud, 1995; Cameroon]. 

 
 

Bematistes alcinoe alcinoe (Felder & Felder, [1865]) 
Nymph Wanderer 

 
Acraea alcinoe Felder & Felder, [1865], in Felder & Felder [1865-7].  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 368 (549 pp.). 

Wien. 
Acraea (Bematistes) alcinoe alcinoe Felder & Felder, 1865. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes alcinoe alcinoe (Felder & Felder, [1865]). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes alcinoe alcinoe. Male (Wingspan 66 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mabira Forest, Uganda. 29 December 2009. A. O’Gorman. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes alcinoe alcinoe.  Male (Wingspan 63 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Biakpa Mountain Paradise, Ghana.  24 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Bematistes alcinoe alcinoe.  Female (Wingspan 82 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Biakpa Mountain Paradise, Ghana.  24 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Guinea-Bissau]: “Africa septentrionali-occidental: Ins. Bissao”. 
Distribution: Guinea-Bissau (Felder & Felder, 1865), Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, 
Togo, Benin (south, central), Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Sao Tome & Principe (island 
of Principe), Gabon, Angola (Mendes et al., 2018), Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Burundi, 
Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west). 
 Recorded, apparently in error, from Zambia by Ackery et al., 1995 (Heath et al., 2002). 
Specific localities: 
Guinea-Bissau – Ins. Bissao (TL). 
Guinea – Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 
Ghana – Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a); Bobiri Butterfly Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007); Boabeng-Fiema 

Monkey Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2009). 
Togo – Pereu (Karsch, 1893). 
Benin – Houeyogbe Forest (Coache & Rainon, 2016); see Coache et al., 2017. 
Cameroon – Bonge (TL); Korup (Larsen, 2005a). 
Sao Tome & Principe – Terreiro Velho, Principe (TL). 
Gabon – Tchimbele (Vande weghe, 2010); camp PPG (Vande weghe, 2010). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest Block (Ducarme, 2018); Mt 

Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – Semuliki N.P. (Davenport & Howard, 1996); 30 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 2019. 
Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991c); Tiriki (Larsen, 1991c). 
Tanzania – Kasoge Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Kemfu Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Luntampa (Kielland, 1990d); 

Kasye Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Mihumu (Kielland, 1990d). 
 

camerunica Aurivillius, 1893 (as var. of Planema alcinoe). Entomologisk Tidskrift 14: 285 (257-292). Type 
locality: Cameroon: “Bonge”.  Holotype in the Swedish Natural History Museum (images available at 
www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/a). Treated as a synonym of Acraea alcinoe alcinoe by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
godmani Butler, 1895 (as sp. of Planema).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History  (6) 16: 415 (415-417).  
Sierra Leone.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea alcinoe alcinoe by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
salvini Butler, 1895 (as sp. of Planema).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History  (6) 16: 415 (415-417).  
Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”; Cameroon: “Cameroons”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea alcinoe 
alcinoe by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
racaji Pyrcz, 1991 (as ssp. of Bematistes alcinoe). Lambillionea 91: 370, 373 (362-373). Type locality: Sao 
Tome & Principe: “Terreiro Velho, Principe Isl.”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea alcinoe alcinoe by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

Bematistes alcinoe nado (Ungemach, 1932) 
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Ethiopian Nymph Wanderer 
 
Planema nado Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 72 (1-122). 
Acraea alcinoe nado (Ungemach, 1932).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) alcinoe nado (Ungemach, 1932). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes alcinoe nado (Ungemach, 1932). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Ethiopia]: “Bouré”. 
Distribution: Ethiopia (south-west). 
Specific localities: 
Ethiopia – Boure (TL); Godare River (Bernaud, 2022: 53). 

 
 

* Bematistes umbra (Drury, 1782) 
Clouded Wanderer 

 
Papilio umbra Drury, 1782.  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 23 (76 pp.). London. 
Acraea umbra (Drury, 1782).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) umbra (Drury, 1782). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes umbra (Drury, 1782). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes umbra.  Female (Wingspan 76 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Biakpa Mountain Paradise, Ghana.  23 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Clouded Bematistes. 
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”. 
Distribution: Gambia, Guinea-Bissau (Le Doux, 1937), Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, 
Togo, Benin (south, central), Nigeria, Cameroon (west). 
Specific localities: 
Gambia – Walikunda (Jon Baker, pers. comm., May 2020). 
Guinea-Bissau – Bissagos Island (TL of carpenteri). 
Guinea – Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 
Liberia – Wologizi (Safian et al., 2020). 
Ghana – Bobiri Butterfly Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007). 
Benin – Houeyogbe Forest (Coache & Rainon, 2016); see Coache et al., 2017. 
Habitat: Forest, including degraded habitat (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: A relatively common butterfly that flies about slowly in the shade (Larsen, 2005a). Occasional 
population irruptions occur (Larsen, 1991c). 
Early stages: 
 
Bernaud, 1995. 
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Bernaud, et al., 2019: 629. (larva, pupa). 
 
Larval food: 
Adenia species (Passifloraceae) [Larsen, 1991c: 383]. 
Adenia cisampelloides (Planch. ex Hook.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [Bernaud, 1995; Cameroon]. 

 
hewitsoni (Aurivillius, 1899). Treated as a synonym of Acraea umbra umbra by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
carpenteri Le Doux, 1937 (as ssp. of Planema umbra). Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 180 
(151-187). Type locality: Guinea-Bissau: “Bissagos-Inseln”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea umbra umbra 
by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes macaria (Fabricius, 1793) 
Black-spot Wanderer 

 
 

 
 
Black-spot Wanderer, Bematistes macaria female. Somalomo, Cameroon. Image courtesy Jeremy Dobson. 
 
 
Papilio macaria Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 174 (488 pp.). 
Acraea macaria (Fabricius, 1793).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) macaria (Fabricius, 1793). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes macaria (Fabricius, 1793). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes macaria macaria.  Female (Wingspan 79 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bopiri Forest, Ghana.  22 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Black-spot Bematistes. 
Type locality: [West Africa.] 
Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin (Tchibozo et al., 2018), 
Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Zambia. 
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 Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna by Mabille [1887] (Lees et al., 2003).  Recorded erroneously 
from Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habitat: Wetter forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: A generally scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Adenia species (Passifloraceae) [Owen & Owen, 1972; Sierra Leone]. 

 
 

Bematistes macaria macaria (Fabricius, 1793) 
Black-Spot Wanderer 

 
Papilio macaria Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 174 (488 pp.). 
Acraea macaria (Fabricius, 1793).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) macaria (Fabricius, 1793). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes macaria macaria (Fabricius, 1793). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes macaria macaria.  Female (Wingspan 79 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bopiri Forest, Ghana.  22 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Black-spot Bematistes. 
Type locality: [West Africa.] 
Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin (Tchibozo et al., 2018). 
Specific localities: 
Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a). 
Guinea – Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 
Sierra Leone – Freetown (Owen & Owen, 1972). 
Benin – Niaouli Forest (Tchibozo et al., 2018)). 

 
 

Bematistes macaria macarioides (Aurivillius, 1893) 
Central Clouded Wanderer 

 
Planema macarioides Aurivillius, 1893.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 14: 284 (257-292). 
Acraea umbra macarioides (Aurivillius, 1893).  Larsen, 2005a: 459 
Acraea (Bematistes) umbra macarioides (Aurivillius, 1893). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Acraea macaria macarioides (Aurivillius, 1893). Bernaud, et al., 2021. 
Bematistes macaria macarioides (Aurivillius, 1893). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
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Bematistes macaria macarioides. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Libreville, Gabon. 2 December, 2017. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes macaria macarioides. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Libreville, Gabon. 17 November, 2017. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Cameroon: “Kitta Bonge”.  Holotype in the Swedish Natural History Museum (images 
available at www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/m). 
Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo 
(west), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia. 
Specific localities: 
Cameroon – Kitta Bonge (TL); Barombi (Suffert, 1904); Victoria (Suffert, 1904); ‘Camerun Oberland’ 

(Suffert, 1904); Angabe (Suffert, 1904); Ebea (Heath et al., 2002); Mamfe (male illustrated above). 
Equatorial Guinea – Caldera de Luba, Bioko (Martin, 2015). 
Gabon – Pongara (Vande weghe, 2010); Safala (Vande weghe, 2010); Mondah (Vande weghe, 2010); 

Malibe  (Vande weghe, 2010); Alen Nkoma (Vande weghe, 2010); Lake Evaro (Vande weghe, 
2010); Waka (Vande weghe, 2010); Bitam (Vande weghe, 2010); Ipassa (Vande weghe, 2010); 
camp Nouna (Vande weghe, 2010); Bakouaka (Vande weghe, 2010). 

Tanzania – Mihumu Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Kemfu Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Ntakatta Forest (Kielland, 
1990d); Lubalizi (Kielland, 1990d); Luntampa (Kielland, 1990d). 

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002). 
 

rabuma Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Planema umbra).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 38 (12-107).  
Cameroon: “Barombi; Victoria; Ebea; Camerun Oberland; Angabe”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea umbra 
macarioides by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
fasciata Aurivillius, 1913 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Planema umbra).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde , 
Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 241 (614 pp.).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.  Treated as a female 
form of Acraea umbra macarioides by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
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Bematistes macaria hemileuca (Jordan, 1914) 
Half-white Black-Spot Wanderer 

 
Planema macaria hemileuca Jordan, 1914.  Novitates Zoologicae 21: 254 (254). 
Acraea umbra hemileuca (Jordan, 1914).  Larsen, 2005a: 459. 
Acraea (Bematistes) umbra hemileuca (Jordan, 1914). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Acraea macaria hemileuca (Jordan, 1914). Pierre & Bernaus, 2014. 
Bematistes macaria hemileuca (Jordan, 1914). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes macaria hemileuca.  Male (Wingspan 74 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mabira Forest, Uganda.  10 November 2007.  P. Ward. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes macaria hemileuca. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Near Mbogi, Djugu Terr., Ituri, DRC. 25 May 2019. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Uganda]: “Semliki valley, Toro; Buamba Forest”. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Kenya (west). 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – Semliki Valley (TL); Buamba Forest (Jordan, 1914); 18 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 

2019. 
Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991c). 

 
 

* Bematistes aganice (Hewitson, [1852])# 
Dark Wanderer 
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Female Wanderer (Bematistes aganice) upper- and underside. Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 
 
 
Acraea aganice Hewitson, [1852] in Hewitson, [1851-6].  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 1: 58 ([124] pp.). London. 
Acraea aganice Hewitson.  Trimen, 1862c. 
Planema aganice (Hewitson, 1852).  Trimen & Bowker, 1887a. 
Bematistes aganice Hewitson, 1852.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Bematistes aganice (Hewitson, 1852).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Bematistes aganice (Hewitson, 1852).  Pringle et al., 1994: 72.   
Acraea aganice Hewitson, 1852.  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) aganice Hewitson, 1852. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes aganice (Hewitson, [1852]). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes aganice aganice.  Male (Wingspan 63 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  19 December 2006. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes aganice aganice. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Savanne Forest, Mozambique. 14 August 1998. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
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Bematistes aganice aganice.  Female (Wingspan 73 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Kosi Bay, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  14 May 2009. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Common Wanderer. 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Natal”. 
Taxonomy: Bernaud & Murphy (2014: 66) recognize only three subspecies, viz. aganice in the south, 
montana centrally and orientalis in the north. 
Distribution: Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, 
Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999). 
Habitat: Forest and coastal bush (Pringle et al., 1994).  In Tanzania and Zambia, recorded in heavy 
woodland (Kielland, 1990d; Heath et al., 2002).  In Tanzania ssp. montana is found from sea-level to 2 140 
m and ssp. nicega from 800 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: This is a common species that may have cyclical irruptions (Larsen, 1991c).  The flight is leisurely 
and usually a few metres above the ground.  Males are territorial, establishing these on the fringes of the 
bush.  They perch high up, often on a twig, with closed wings.  Both sexes feed from flowers (Pringle et al., 
1994) and males are known to mudpuddle (Larsen, 1991c). 
Flight period: All year but commoner during the summer months (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: 
 
Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 181 [as Planema Aganice (Hewitson)]. 
 “Larva:  Pale whitish-green; the spines not rigid, very long, yellowish, set with inconspicuous black bristles.  
Head yellowish-brown, shining, the base slightly tridentate; mandibles black.  Legs of the same colour as the body, 
longer than usual.  Along middle of back, on segments four to eleven, a row of indigo-blue dots arranged in pairs 
between each subdorsal pair of spines; only one such spot on segments three and twelve.  On each side, between 
subdorsal and lateral rows of spines, a row of larger indigo-blue spots, one on each segment from the second to the 
eleventh; spiracle, ringed with the same colour; also an indigo-blue sub-spiracular festooned streak.  Pupa.  Whitish-
green.  On back of abdomen four pairs of long divergent red spines, set rather widely apart; on each side between each 
spine and its successor two indigo-blue dots; on back of thorax three pairs of short tubercular processes, each marked 
with an indigo-blue dot; head with a pair of similar, longer, curved processes.  I describe this curious larva and very 
remarkable pupa from the sketches and notes of Mr. W.D. Gooch, who reared the butterfly in Natal.  He observes that 
one of the caterpillars, in the absence of a proper supply of its food-plant, devoured a chrysalis of its own species.” 
 
Aurivillius, 1913. 
 
Van Someren & Rogers, 1927. (host-plant, egg, larva, pupa; ssp. montana). 
 
Clark, in Van Son, 1963: 5. 
 Egg:  Laid in neat clusters of regular rows.  Clusters contain from 50 to 200 eggs.  The egg is 0.6 mm in 
diameter by 1 mm high, pure white when laid and only darkens slightly afterwards; they have 21-25 longitudinal ridges 
cross-braced by some 18-20 transverse ribs.  The egg-stage is about 12 days.  Larva:  The young larvae eat their way 
out near the top and after a rest eat the discarded shell; after a further rest, they feed on the surface of the leaf.  There 
are either 5, 6 or 7 larval instars and the larvae change from white with a black head to pale blue with a salmon head.  
After the first instar the larvae develop black-spined, black protuberances which gradually change to yellowish ones 
with pale brown spines in the final instar.  Five, six or seven larval instars taking, respectively, 43, 50 and 59 days.  
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Larva grows from 1.75 mm to 30-34 mm in length.  The larvae cluster along the stalks and feed on the surface, eating 
right through the stem, then follow the pith down as far as they can.  They are gregarious till the penultimate instar, 
when they start to separate.  In captivity, full-grown larvae will eat pupating ones if they meet them.  Van Son notes 
that there is a discrepancy between the description of the larva given in Trimen & Bowker and the paintings by Clark in 
respect of certain colours, indicating that there may be some variability. 
 
Dickson, 1972. 
 
Bernaud & Murphy, 2014  – larva. 
 
Bernaud, et al., 2019: 632. (egg, larva, pupa; ssp. aganice). 
 
 

           
 

Eggs of Bematistes aganice aganice. 
Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 
 

           
 

Early instar larvae and final instar larva of Bematistes aganice aganice. 
Images courtesy Andre Coetzer (left) and Steve Woodhall (right). 

 
 

           
 

Final instar larva and pupa of Bematistes aganice aganice. 
Images courtesy Andre Coetzer. 

 
 
Larval food: 
Adenia cissampeloides (Planch. ex Hook.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [Van Someren & Rogers, 1927].  
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Adenia gummifera (Harv.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [Platt, 1921]. 
Basananthe zanzibarica (Mast.) W.J.de Wilde (Passifloraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322; as Tryphostemma 

zanzibaricum]. 
Passiflora caerulea L.  (Passifloraceae) (exotic) [Platt, 1921]. 
Passiflora edulis Sims  (Passifloraceae) (exotic) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 50]. 
Passiflora incarnata L. (Passifloraceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 50]. 

 
 

Bematistes aganice aganice (Hewitson, [1852])# 
Dark Wanderer 

 
Acraea aganice Hewitson, [1852] in Hewitson, [1851-6].  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 1: 58 ([124] pp.). London. 
Bematistes aganice (Hewitson, 1852).  Swanepoel, 1953. 
Bematistes aganice aganice (Hewitson, 1852).  Pringle et al., 1994: 72.   
Acraea aganice Hewitson, 1852.  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) aganice aganice Hewitson, 1852. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes aganice aganice (Hewitson, [1852]). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes aganice aganice.  Male (Wingspan 63 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  19 December 2006. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes aganice aganice. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Savanne Forest, Mozambique. 14 August 1998. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
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Bematistes aganice aganice.  Female (Wingspan 73 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Kosi Bay, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  14 May 2009. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Natal”. 
Distribution: Malawi (south), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, 
Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland. 
 In South Africa its distribution covers 126 quarter degree squares (941 records) [see 
http://vmus.adu.org.za].  It is regarded as widespread. 
Specific localities: 
Malawi – South (Bernaud & Murphy, 2014); Mt Mulanje (TL of nyasae); 15 localities are listed in Bernaud 

& Murphy, 2014. 
Mozambique – Maputo (Van Son, 1963); Ihaca Island (Van Son, 1963); Mt Inago (Congdon et al., 2010); 

Mt Namuli (Congdon et al., 2010); Mt Mabu (Congdon et al., 2010); Mt Mecula [-12.0772 37.6297] 
(Congdon & Bayliss, 2013); Mt Yao [-12.4432 36.5114] (Congdon & Bayliss, 2013).. 

Zimbabwe – Mutare district (Van Son, 1963); Mount Selinda (Van Son, 1963). 
Limpopo Province – Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush 

(Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa 
(Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); 
Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Tchakhuma (Van Son, 1963); 
Waterpoort (Van Son, 1963); Buzzard Mountain Retreat [-23.012 29.765] (Williams, unpub., 2015). 

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); 
Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); White River (Van Son, 1963); Rosehaugh (Van Son, 1963); Sabie 
(Van Son, 1963); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams). 

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 
1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 
1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Van Son, 
1963); Ngoye (Van Son, 1963); Maputa (Van Son, 1963); Hluhluwe Game Reserve (Van Son, 
1963); Ndumu Nature Reserve (Van Son, 1963); Gwaliweni (Van Son, 1963); Ingwavuma (Van 
Son, 1963); Kosi Bay Nature Reserve (Pringle & Kyle, 2002); Tembe Nature Reserve (Pringle & 
Kyle, 2002). 

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Ngqeleni (Van 
Son, 1963); Lusikisiki (Van Son, 1963). 

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz). 
 

nyasae Carpenter, 1920 (as race of Planema aganice). Transactions of the Entomological Society of London  
53: 98 (84-98). Type locality: [Malawi]: “Mt. Mlanje, Nyasaland”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea aganice 
aganice by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

Bematistes aganice montana (Butler, 1888) 
Mountain African Wanderer 
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Planema montana Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 91 (91-98). 
Acraea aganice montana (Butler, 1888).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) aganice montana (Butler, 1888). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes aganice monyana (Butler, 1888). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes aganice montana.  Male (Wingspan 57 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mabira Forest, Uganda.  14 September 2008.  P. Ward. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes aganice montana. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mount Meru, Tanzania. 31 January 2015. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 

                
 

Bematistes aganice montana. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mosa Hill, East Lumwana, Zambia. 4 April 2007. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
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Bematistes aganice montana. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Ndola, Zambia. 21 March 1981. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes aganice montana. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Loita Hills, Kenya. 29 January 2019. A. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Tanzania]: “Slopes of Kilima-njaro”. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south), Uganda (south), Rwanda, Kenya (Nairobi to the 
coast), Tanzania, Malawi (north), Zambia (north). 
Specific localities: 
Uganda – Mawakota (TL of ugandae); 19 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 2019. 
Rwanda – Cyamudongo Forest (Uwizelimana et al., 2021). 
Kenya – coast (Larsen, 1991c); Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991c); Nairobi (Larsen, 1991c); Thika (Larsen, 

1991c); lower Meru Forest (Larsen, 1991c); Mount Sagala (Larsen, 1991c); Tiriki (Larsen, 1991c); 
Kisii (Larsen, 1991c). 

Tanzania – Kilimanjaro (TL); Zanzibar (Vuillot, 1891); Meru (Rogenhofer, 1891); northern, north-eastern 
and south-eastern parts (Kielland, 1990d); Rondo (Kielland, 1990d); Kitesa Forest west of Songea 
(Kielland, 1990d); Pemba Island (Kielland, 1990d); lower slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro (Liseki & 
Vane-Wright, 2018); Langenburg (TL of nicega); Malawi border at Tukuyu to Mpanda and Kigoma 
(Kielland, 1990d).. 

Malawi – North (Bernaud & Murphy, 2014). 10 localities are given in Bernaud & Murphy, 2014; Nkhata 
Bay (male illustrated above). 

Zambia – Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002); Chiwoma (Heath et al., 2002); Solwezi (Heath et al., 2002); 
Mufulira (Heath et al., 2002); Kitwe (Heath et al., 2002; female illustrated above); Ndola (Heath et 
al., 2002); Mpongwe (Heath et al., 2002); Lufubu River (Heath et al., 2002); Mbala (Heath et al., 
2002). 

 
bertha Vuillot, 1891 (as sp. of Acraea).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France  60: 96 (96-97).  
Tanzania: “N’Guru (Zanguebar)”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea aganice montana by Pierre & Bernaud, 
2014. 

 
meruana Rogenhofer, 1891 (as sp. of Planema).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien  6: 
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458 (455-466).  Tanzania: “Meru”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea aganice montana Pierre & Bernaud, 
2014. 

 
chanleri Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Planema).  Proceedings of the United States National Museum  18: 748 (741-
767).  “East Africa”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea aganice montana by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
nicega Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Planema aganice). Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 78 (12-107). 
Type locality: [Tanzania]: “Langenburg am Nyassa See”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea aganice montana 
by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
ugandae van Someren, 1936 (as ssp. of Bematistes aganice). Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural 
History Society 12: 152 (147-199). Type locality: [Uganda]: “Mawakota”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea 
aganice montana by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

Bematistes aganice orientalis (Ungemach, 1932) 
Eastern African Wanderer 

 
Planema aganice orientalis Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: ? (1-

122). 
Acraea aganice orientalis (Ungemach, 1932).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) aganice orientalis (Ungemach, 1932). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes aganice orientalis (Ungemach, 1932). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Ethiopia]: “Bouré”. 
Distribution: Sudan (south), Ethiopia (south-west), Uganda (north). 
Specific localities: 
Sudan – Boma Plateau (Bernaud, et al., 2019). 
Ethiopia – Boure (TL). 
Uganda – Agoro (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Mount Rom (Bernaud, et al., 2019). 

 
 

* Bematistes scalivittata (Butler, 1896) 
Bright Wanderer 

 
Planema scalivittata Butler, 1896.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 18: 159 (159-163). 
Acraea scalivittata (Butler, 1896).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) scalivittata (Butler, 1896). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes scalivittata (Butler, 1896). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes scalivittata. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mufundi, Tanzania. 4 April 1995. A. and M. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
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Bematistes scalivittata. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mufundi, Tanzania. 4 April 1995. A. and M. Gardiner. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Malawi]: “Kasungu Mountains, Nyika”. 
Distribution: Tanzania (west), Malawi (north), Zambia (east). 
Specific localities: 
Tanzania – Bisi Mountain in Ufipa (Collins, in Kielland, 1990d); Mufindi (TL of kiellandianus); Image 

Mountain (Collins, in Kielland, 1990d); Nyumbenitu (Collins, in Kielland, 1990d); Poroto 
Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); Njombe (Kielland, 1990d); Livingstone Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); 
Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990d); Mount Mangalisa (Kielland, 1990d); Chugu Mountain 
(Kielland, 1990d). 

Malawi – Kasungu Mountains, Nyika (TL). 
Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002; male illustrated above). 
Habitat: Montane forest (Heath et al., 2002). In Tanzania it is found at altitudes from 1 700 to 2 340 m 
(Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: Appears to be very common for short periods at certain times (especially March-April) but rare to 
absent most of the time (Kielland, 1990d). 
Early stages: 
 
Congdon et al., 2017 [final instar larva]. 
 
Larval food: 
Adenia species (Passifloraceae) [Congdon, vide Kielland, 1990d: 148]. 
Adenia stolzii (Passifloraceae) [Congdon et al., 2017; Mufindi, Tanzania]. 

 
kiellandi Collins, 1990, in Kielland, 1990d (as ssp. of Bematistes scalivittata).  Butterflies of Tanzania  339 
(363 pp.). Melbourne. Type locality: Tanzania: “Mufindi, Dec. 1987, 3 000 m, S. Collins.”.  Holotype male in 
the Natural History Museum, London. [Invalid name]. Treated as a synonym of Acraea scalivittata by Pierre 
& Bernaud, 2014. 
 
kiellandianus Koçak, 1996 (as replacement name for Acraea scalivittata kiellandi  Collins, 1990). Centre for 
Entomological Studies Miscellaneous Papers  27-28: 12 (10-16). Treated as a synonym of Acraea scalivittata 
by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes quadricolor (Rogenhofer, 1891) 
Four-colour Wanderer 

 
Planema quadricolor Rogenhofer, 1891.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 6: 458 (455-466). 
Acraea quadricolor (Rogenhofer, 1891).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) quadricolor (Rogenhofer, 1891). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes quadricolor (Rogenhofer, 1891). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
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Bematistes quadricolor. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Nandi Forest, Kenya. 7 October 1997. 

Images M.C. Williams ex J. Greyling Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes quadricolor. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Nandi Forest, Kenya. 5 October 1997. 

Images M.C. Williams ex J. Greyling Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Four-colour Acraea. 
Type locality: [Tanzania]: “Meru”. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania. 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Blue 

(Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – Namwamba Valley (Gabriel, 1939); 19 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 2019. 
Rwanda – Cyamudongo Forest (Uwizelimana et al., 2021). 
Kenya – Mt Elgon (TL of latifasciata); Ol’Doinyo Orok near Namanga (Larsen, 1991c); Mara (Larsen, 

1991c); Elgon area (Larsen, 1991c); Kikuyu Escarpment (TL of leptis); just north of Nairobi 
(Larsen, 1991c); Aberdares (Larsen, 1991c); Mount Kenya (Larsen, 1991c); Nyambeni Hills 
(Larsen, 1991c).. 

Tanzania – Mount Meru (TL of nominate ssp.); Mount Kilimanjaro (Kielland, 1990d); Oldeani (Kielland, 
1990d); Ngara District at Rulenge (Kielland, 1990d); upper and lower slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro 
(Liseki & Vane-Wright, 2018); Usambara Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); South Pare Mountains 
(Kielland, 1990d); Itumba District (TL of itumbana); Mufindi (Kielland, 1990d); Uzungwa Range 
(Kielland, 1990d); Ukaguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); Rubeho Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); 
Kiboriani Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); Chugu Mountain (Kielland, 1990d); Mangaliza Mountain 
(Kielland, 1990d); Masakati, Morogoro district (TL of morogoro); Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 
1990d); Kanga Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); Nguu Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); Mount Bondwa in 
the Uluguru Mountains (TL of uluguru) (Kielland, 1990d); Mount Mahale (TL of mahale). 

Habitat: Semi-montane and montane forest. 
Habits: A relatively common species (Larsen, 1991c). Often flies high up, with a fluttering flight, 
descending along forest edges and along forest roads (Larsen, 1991c). Males defend territories from perches 
(Kielland, 1990d). Mimicked by a very rare form of Pseudacraea eurytus and by a female form of Telchinia 
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johnstoni (Larsen, 1991c). 
Early stages: 
 
Van Someren & Rogers, 1927. (host-plant, egg, larva, pupa). 
 
Bernaud, et al., 2019: 641. (host-plant, larva, pupa). 
 
Larval food: 
Adenia cissampeloides (Planch. ex Hook.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [Van Someren & Rogers, 1927]. 
Adenia gummifera (Harv.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [S. Collins, vide Bernaud et al., 2019: 640; 

Kenya].Passiflora species (Passifloraceae) [Kielland, 1990d: 148; ssp. latifasciata]. 
Tryphostemma species (Passifloraceae) [Larsen, 1991c: 385]. 
Vitis species (Vitaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 

 
latifasciata Sharpe, 1892 (as sp. of Planema). Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London  1891: 635 
(633-638). Type locality: [Kenya/Uganda]: “Mount Elgon”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea quadricolor by 
Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
leptis Jordan, 1910 (as ssp. of Planema quadricolor). Novitates Zoologicae  17: 463 (462-469). Type locality: 
[Kenya]: “Kikuyu Escarpment”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea quadricolor  by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
itumbana Jordan, 1910 (as ssp. of Planema quadricolor). Novitates Zoologicae  17: 463 (462-469). Type 
locality: [Tanzania]: “Itumba”.  Kielland (1990) notes that the type locality refers to the Itumba District on the 
Itigi-Rungwa road south-east of Tabora. Treated as a synonym of Acraea quadricolor by Pierre & Bernaud, 
2014. 
 
pallescens Gabriel, 1939 (as ab. of Bematistes quadricolor latifasciata ).  British Museum (Natural History) 
Ruwenzori Expedition 1934-5  3 (3): 65 (51-95).  Uganda: “Namwamba Valley”.  Treated as an aberration of 
Acraea quadricolor by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
morogoro Carpenter & Jackson, 1950 (as ssp. of Bematistes quadricolor). Proceedings of the Royal 
Entomological Society of London  (B) 19: 105 (97-108). Type locality: [Tanzania]: “Morogoro district, 
Masakati”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea quadricolor  by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
uluguru Kielland, 1990 (as ssp. of Bematistes quadricolor). Butterflies of Tanzania  147 (363 pp.). Melbourne. 
Type locality: Tanzania: “Morogoro, Uluguru Mts., Bondwa Mt., 2140 m.”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural 
History Museum, London.  The female is not known (Kielland, 1990d). Treated as a synonym of Acraea 
quadricolor by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
mahale Kielland, 1990 (as ssp. of Bematistes quadricolor). Butterflies of Tanzania  147 (363 pp.). Melbourne. 
Type locality: Tanzania: “Kigoma, Mahale Mt., Lukandamira, 1700 m.”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural 
History Museum, London.  The female is not known (Kielland, 1990d). Treated as a synonym of Acraea 
quadricolor by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes consanguinea (Aurivillius, 1893) 
Blood-brother Wanderer 

 
Planema consanguinea Aurivillius, 1893.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 14: 282 (257-292). 
Acraea consanguinea (Aurivillius, 1893).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) consanguinea (Aurivillius, 1893). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes consanguinea (Aurivillius, 1893). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
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Bematistes consanguinea consanguinea. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Kasugho, Lubero Territory, North Kivu, DRC. 8 March 2017. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes consanguinea consanguinea. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Ivindo N.P., Gabon. 20 November, 2017. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Blood-brother Bematistes. 
Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoke, Bonge; Gebiete des Camerunflusses”. Holotype in the Swedish Natural 
History Museum (images available at www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/c). 
Distribution: Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, 
Tanzania, Zambia. 
Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: Individuals hover around trees and bushes (Congdon & Collins, 1998). 
Early stages: 
 
Bernaud, et al., 2019: 649. (larva, pupa; Uganda). 
 
Larval food: 
Barteria fistulosa Mast. (Passifloraceae) [Bernaud, et al., 2019: 597; for ssp. albicolor]. 
Barteria nigritiana Hook.f. (Passifloraceae) [Bernaud, 1995; for nominate ssp.; Cameroon]. 
 
 

Bematistes consanguinea consanguinea (Aurivillius, 1893) 
Blood-brother Wanderer 

 
Planema consanguinea Aurivillius, 1893.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 14: 282 (257-292). 
Acraea consanguinea (Aurivillius, 1893).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) consanguinea consanguinea (Aurivillius, 1893). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
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Bematistes consanguinea consanguinea (Aurivillius, 1893). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes consanguinea consanguinea. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Kasugho, Lubero Territory, North Kivu, DRC. 8 March 2017. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes consanguinea consanguinea. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Ivindo N.P., Gabon. 20 November, 2017. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoke, Bonge; Gebiete des Camerunflusses”.  Holotype in the Swedish Natural 
History Museum (images available at www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/c). 
Distribution: Benin (south), Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda 
(S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2015), Angola, Zambia. 
Specific localities: 
Benin – see Coache et al., 2017. 
Nigeria – Okumu (Bernaud, et al., 2019). 
Cameroon – Itoke, Bonge (TL); Korup (Larsen, 2005a). 
Gabon – Ogowe (Le Doux, 1931); Nyonie (Vande weghe, 2010); Mondah (Vande weghe, 2010); Waka 

(Vande weghe, 2010); Lope N.P. (Vande weghe, 2010); Langoue (Vande weghe, 2010); Ipassa 
(Vande weghe, 2010); camp Nouna (Vande weghe, 2010); Ekouyi (Vande weghe, 2010); camp PPG 
(Vande weghe, 2010). 

Congo – Lake Titina (female illustrated above). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Mukenge, Bena-Bendi (TL); Kapanga (Le Doux, 1937); Kapelkeze (Le 

Doux, 1937); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest Block (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba 
(Ducarme, 2018); Kinanga (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Mayombe (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Kasuo 
(Bernaud, et al., 2019); Mamove (Bernaud, et al., 2019). 

Uganda – Semuliki N.P. (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2015). 
Zambia – a single male recorded from Mwinilunga Township (Dening) (Heath et al., 2002). 
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intermedia Aurivillius, [1889] (as var. of Planema consanguinea). Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens 
Handlingar 31 (5): 120 (1-561). Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Congogebiet: Mukenge, 
Bena-Bendi”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea consanguinea consanguinea  by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
 
inaequalis Le Doux, 1931 (as f. of Planema consanguinea).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift  1931: 58 
(49-59).  Gabon: “Ogowe, Gabun”.  Treated as a form of Acraea consanguinea consanguinea  by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2014. 
 
conspicua Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema consanguinea).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 
183 (151-187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga; R. Kapelkeze”.  Treated as a form of Acraea 
consaguinea consanguinea  by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

Bematistes consanguinea albicolor (Karsch, 1895) 
White Wanderer 

 
Planema albicolor Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 280 (275-286). 
Acraea consanguinea albicolor (Karsch, 1895).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) consanguinea albicolor (Karsch, 1895). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes consanguinea albicolor (Karsch, 1895). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes consanguinea albicolor. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Zika Forest, Uganda. 12 June 2017. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Uganda: “Uganda”. 
Distribution: Uganda (south-east), Tanzania (north-west). 
Specific localities: 
Uganda – Entebbe (Sharpe, 1902); Sesse Island (Le Doux, 1931); 23 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 

2019; Zika Forest (images of female above). 
Tanzania – Kikuru Forest; a small forest near Bukoba town (Congdon & Collins, 1998). 

 
arenaria Sharpe, 1902 (as sp. of Planema).  Entomologist 35: 135 (135).  Uganda: “Entebbe”.  Treated as a 
synonym of Acraea consanguinea albicolor  by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
flava Le Doux, 1931 (as f. of Planema consanguinea albicolor ).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift  1931: 
59 (49-59).  Uganda: “Sesse-Insel; N.W. Victoria-Njansa; Entebbe”.  Treated as a form of Acraea 
consanguinea albicolor  by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes sartina (Jordan, 1910) 
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? Wanderer 
 
Planema consanguinea sartina Jordan, 1910. Novitates Zoologicae 17: 462 (462-469). 
Synonym of Acraea consanguinea consanguinea (Aurivillius, 1893). Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 
Acraea sartina (Jordan, 1910). Bernaud, 2021: 41. Stat. nov. 
Bematistes sartina (Jordan, 1910). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: Ghana: “Bansu, Axim”. 
Distribution: Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana. 
Specific localities: 
Sierra Leone – Kambui Hills (Owen & Owen, vide Larsen, 2005a); Siletti Gola (Bernaud, 2022). 
oLiberia – Kpain (Bernaud, 2022); Mount Swa, Nimba (Bernaud, 2022); Mt Beaton?, Nimba (Bernaud, 

2022). 
Ivory Coast – Tai forest (H. Warren-Gash, vide Larsen, 2005a). 
Ghana – Bansu, Axim (TL). 
Habitat: Forest.  
Habits: Very scarce compared to Bematites consanguinea (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

* Bematistes bakundu (Bernaud, 2021) 
? Wanderer 

 
Acraea bakundu Bernaud, 2021. Acraeinae Research No. 1. ABRI/D. Bernaud editions, France: 3 (56 pp.). 
Bematistes bakundu (Bernaud, 2021). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: Cameroon: Holotype (male): Mount Bana (Batcha); Allotype (female): Rumpi Hills, 
Cameroon. Types both captured by D. Bernaud and housed in the Bernaud collection.  
Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon. 
Specific localities: 
Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (D. Knoop collection). 
Cameroon – Mount Bana (TL); Rumpi Hills (Bernaud, 2021); Mount Kupe (ABRI); Mount Bakossi (ABRI).  
Habitat: Forest above 1000 m.  
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

* Bematistes dimonika (Bernaud, 2021) 
? Wanderer 

 
Acraea dimonika Bernaud, 2021. Acraeinae Research No. 1. ABRI/D. Bernaud editions, France: 5 (56 pp.). 
Bematistes dimonika (Bernaud, 2021). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: Congo: Holotype (female): Dimonika forest reserve (4° 13'S; 12° 18'E); D. Camiade. 
Holotype in the D. Bernaud collection. Known only from the unique female holotype (Bernaud, 2021). 
Diagnosis: Similar to A. bakundu but with the subapical band whiteish, not orange and the discal area of the 
hindwing flushed with white scales (Bernaud, 2021). 
Distribution: Congo (south-west). 
Specific localities: 
Congo – Dimonika forest reserve (TL). 
Habitat: Lowland forest. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
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Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

* Bematistes excisa (Butler, 1874) 
Excised Wanderer 

 
Planema excisa Butler, 1874.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 212 (209-217). 
Acraea excisa (Butler, 1874).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) excisa (Butler, 1874). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes excisa (Butler, 1874). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Alternative common name: Excised Bematistes. 
Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Congo”. 
Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Angola (Mendes et al., 2018), 
Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (west). 
Specific localities: 
Nigeria – Benin (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Sapoba (Larsen, 2005a); Old Ekuri Village, Oban 

Hills (Larsen, 2005a). 
Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a). 
Equatorial Guinea – Caldera de Luba, Bioko (Martin, 2015). 
Gabon – Safala (Vande weghe, 2010); Mondah (Vande weghe, 2010); Iguela (Vande weghe, 2010); Akaka 

(Vande weghe, 2010); Waka (Vande weghe, 2010); Langoue (Vande weghe, 2010). 
Habitat: Forest with dense understorey (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Adenia cisampelloides (Planch. ex Hook.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [D. Bernaud, vide Larsen, 2005a; 

Cameroon]. 
 
peregrina Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema consanguinea).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 
183 (151-187).  Angola.  Treated as a female form of Acraea excisa by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes indentata (Butler, 1895) 
Indented Wanderer 

 
Planema indentata Butler, 1895.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 16: 416 (415-417). 
Acraea (Bematistes) indentata (Butler, 1895). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes indentata (Butler, 1895). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons; Barombi”. 
Distribution: Cameroon, Angola (Mendes et al., 2018). 
Specific localities: 
Cameroon – Barombi (TL).  
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

* Bematistes pseudeuryta (Godman & Salvin, 1890) 
Ochreous Wanderer 

 
Acraea pseudeuryta Godman & Salvin, 1890.  In: Jameson, J.J., Story of the rear column of the Emin Pasha relief expedition: 429 

(426-445). 
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Acraea pseudeuryta Godman & Salvin, 1890.  Bernaud, 2009. 
Acraea (Bematistes) pseudeuryta Godman & Salvin, 1890. 
Bematistes pseudeuryta (Godman & Salvin, 1890). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes pseudeuryta. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Nebobongo, Haut-Uele, DRC. 21 July 2016. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes pseudeuryta. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Nebobongo, Haut-Uele, DRC. 21 July 2016. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Yambuya Camp”. 
Distribution: Central African Republic, Sudan (south), Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west). 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Yambuya Camp (TL); Mukenge (Suffert, 1904); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 

2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018); Biakato (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Bambesa (Bernaud, et al., 
2019). 

Central African Republic – Njamnjam (Staudinger, 1896). 
Uganda – Bwamba (Carcasson, 1961); Kayonza (Carcasson, 1961); Semuliki N.P. (Pierre & Bernaud, 

2012); Budongo (Davenport, vide Bernaud, et al., 2019); Kasyoha-Kitomi (Davenport, vide 
Bernaud, et al., 2019); Bugoma (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Itwara (Bernaud, et al., 2019). 

Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
angulata Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Planema formosa).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 38 (12-
107).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea pseudeuryta by Pierre & 
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Bernaud, 2014. 
 

schoutedeni Le Doux, 1937 (as ssp. of Planema poggei).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 
172 (151-187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kindu, Lusuku”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea 
pseudeuryta by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes bana (Pierre & Bernaud, 2012) 
Bana Wanderer 

 
Acraea (Acraea) bana Pierre & Bernaud, 2012. Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 117 (1): 24 (7-36). 
Bematistes bana (Pierre & Bernaud, 2012). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes bana. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Beni, North Kivu, DRC. 25 October 2015. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: “Mt Bana (Cameroun”. 
Distribution: Cameroon to Uganda (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2017). 
Specific localities: 
Cameroon – Mt Bana (TL). 
Uganda – Semuliki N.P. (Pierre & Bernaud, 2012); Itwara (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Kalinzu (Bernaud, et al., 

2019); Katera (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Kibego (Bernaud, et al., 2019); Rwoho (Bernaud, et al., 
2019). 

Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: 
 
Bernaud, 1995. 
 
Bernaud, et al., 2019: 657. (larva, pupa). 
 
Larval food: 
Adenia lobata (Jacq.) Engl. (Passifloraceae) [Bernaud, et al., 2019: 657; Cameroon]. 

 
distincta Le Doux, 1937 (as f. of Planema macarista macarista).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  
29: 175 (151-187).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.  Treated as a form of Acraea bana by Pierre 
& Bernaud, 2014. 
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* Bematistes lequeuxi (Bernaud & Pierre, 2012) 
Ugandan Wanderer 

 
Acraea (Acraea) lequeuxi Bernaud & Pierre, 2012.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 117 (1): 25 (7-36). 
Bematistes lequeuxi (Bernaud & Pierre, 2012). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: Uganda: “Buvuma island (Ouganda central)”. 
Distribution: Uganda. 
Specific localities: 
Uganda – Buvuma Island (TL); 10 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 2019. 
Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

* Bematistes macarista (Sharpe, 1906) 
Marked Wanderer 

 
Planema macarista Sharpe, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 18: 76 (75-76). 
Acraea macarista (Sharpe, 1906).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) macarista (Sharpe, 1906). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes macarista (Sharpe, 1906). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

       
 

Bematistes macarista.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Wingspan: 68mm.  Entebbe, Uganda.  1/2/73.  Rev Falke.  (Henning collection – H134). 

 
 
Type locality: [Uganda]: “Entebbe”. 
Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan, Kenya 
(west), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north-west). 
Specific localities: 
Cameroon – Yaounde (TL). 
Equatorial Guinea – Bonito area (Le Doux, 1937). 
Gabon – Ipassa (Vande weghe, 2010). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Mukenge (Suffert, 1904); Beni-Mawambe (Bethune-Baker, 1908); 

Kapanga (Le Doux, 1937); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 2018); Central 
Forest Block (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Blue (Ducarme, 2018). 

Uganda – Entebbe (TL); Semuliki N.P. (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2015); 28 localities are listed in Bernaud, et 
al., 2019. 

Kenya – southern slopes of Mt. Elgon (Larsen, 1991c); Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991c); Tiriki (Larsen, 
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1991c). 
Tanzania – Mpanda and Kigoma Districts (Kielland, 1990d). 
Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002). 
Habitat: Dense forest (Kielland, 1990d). The nominate subspecies in Tanzania occurs at altitudes between 
800 and 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: Flies together with forms of Pseudacraea eurytus which are good mimics of macarista (Kielland, 
1990d). 
Early stages: 
 
Van Someren & Rogers, 1927. (egg). 
 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
moforsa Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Planema formosa).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 37 (12-
107).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea macarista by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2014. 

 
latifasciata Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Planema formosa). Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 37 (12-
107).  Type locality: Cameroon: “Jaunde, Camerun”. Treated as a synonym of Acraea macarista by Pierre & 
Bernaud, 2014. 

 
plagioscia Bethune-Baker, 1908 (as sp. of Planema).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History  (8) 2: 471 
(469-482).  [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Beni-Mawambe, Congo Free State”.  Treated as a synonym of 
Acraea macarista by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
vendita Grünberg, 1010 (as sp. of Planema). Treated as a synonym of Acraea macarista by Pierre & Bernaud, 
2014. 

 
rileyi Le Doux, 1937 (as ssp. of Planema macarista).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine  29: 176 
(151-187).  Equatorial Guinea: “Span. Guinea, Bonito-Gebiet”. Invalid; junior secondary homonym of Acraea 
rileyi Le Doux, 1931 [Acraeinae].  Treated as a synonym of Acraea macarista by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

* Bematistes ducarmei (Bernaud & Pierre, 2012) 
Falcate Wanderer 

 
Acraea (Acraea) ducarmei Bernaud & Pierre, 2012.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 117 (1): 27 (7-36). 
Bematistes ducarmei (Bernaud & Pierre, 2012). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes ducarmei. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mpanga Forest, Uganda. 10 June 2017. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Bematistes ducarmei. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Near Mbogi, Djugu Terr., Ituri, DRC. 25 May 2019. T. Desloges. 

Images T. Desloges ex Desloges Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Biakato, Kivu (Rép. Dém. Du Congo)”. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2017). Tanzania (north-
west). 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 2018); Mt 

Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – Semuliki N.P. (S. Forbes, pers. comm., 2017); 23 localities are listed in Bernaud, et al., 2019. 
Habitat: Nothing published. 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

* Bematistes vestalis (Felder & Felder, [1865]) 
Smoky Wanderer 

 
Acraea vestalis Felder & Felder, [1865] in Felder & Felder, [1865-7].  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 369 (549 pp.). 

Wien. 
Acraea (Bematistes) vestalis Felder & Felder, 1865. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes vestalis (Felder & Felder, [1865]). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes vestalis vestalis. Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mount Kloto, Togo. April 2013. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
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Alternative common name: Smoky Bematistes. 
Type locality: “Guinea”. 
Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, 
Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Angola (Mendes et al., 2018), Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Tanzania. 
Habitat: Lowland forest, including somewhat degraded habitat (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania ssp. 
congoensis occurs at altitudes of 800 to 900 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: A relatively common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is slow and sailing, specimens keeping to 
the dense shade of the forest undergrowth (Kielland, 1990d).  The striata morph of Pseudacraea eurytus is a 
nearly perfect mimic of Bematistes vestalis (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Adenia cissampeloides (Planch. ex Hook.) Harms (Passifloraceae) [Bernaud, vide Larsen, 2005a; 

Cameroon]. 
 
 

Bematistes vestalis vestalis (Felder & Felder, [1865]) 
Smoky Wanderer 

 
Acraea vestalis Felder & Felder, [1865] in Felder & Felder, [1865-7].  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 369 (549 pp.). 

Wien. 
Acraea (Bematistes) vestalis vestalis Felder & Felder, 1865. Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes vestalis vestalis (Felder & Felder, [1865]). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
 

                
 
 

Bematistes vestalis vestalis. Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mount Kloto, Togo. April 2013. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: “Guinea”. 
Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin 
(south, central), Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-west – Mongala). 
Specific localities: 
Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a). 
Guinea – Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 
Burkina Faso – Ouagadougou (A. Prost, vide Larsen, 2005a). 
Liberia – Wologizi (Safian et al., 2020); Wonegizi (Safian et al., 2020). 
Ghana – Bobiri Butterfly Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007). 
Benin – Houeyogbe Forest (Coache & Rainon, 2016); see Coache et al., 2017. 
Cameroon – Malimbo (TL of stavelia). 
Gabon – Kinguele (Vande weghe, 2010); Kangwe (Vande weghe, 2010); Waka (Vande weghe, 2010). 
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stavelia Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Planema vestalis). Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris  17: 39 (12-107).  
Type locality: Cameroon: “Malimbo, Camerun”; Togo. Treated as a synonym of Acraea vestalis vestalis by 
Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 
 

Bematistes vestalis congoensis (Le Doux, 1937) 
Congo Smoky Wanderer 

 
Planema vestalis congoensis Le Doux, 1937.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 29: 185 (151-187). 
Acraea vestalis congoensis (Le Doux, 1937).  Ackery et al., 1995. 
Acraea (Bematistes) vestalis congoensis (Le Doux, 1937). Henning & Williams, 2010. 
Bematistes vestalis congoensis (Le Doux, 1937). Williams & Henning, 2023: 42. comb. nov. 
 
Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Alle, Lushala”. 
Distribution: Angola (Mendes et al., 2018), Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Lushala), Tanzania 
(west). 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Alle, Lushala (TL). 
Tanzania – Mukuyu and Mihumu in Kigoma District.  The forest at the first locality has been destroyed 

(Kielland, 1990d). 
 
 

Howard, 1996); Itwara (Bernard & Ducarme, 2008). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 2018); Mt 

Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018). 
Habitat: Upland forest in Ghana (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: Localized and uncommon at most times but it is known to have periodic population explosions 
(Larsen, 2005a). Adults tend to keep to the forest canopy and fly mainly in the rainy season (Bernaud, et al., 
2019). 
Early stages:  
 
Bernaud, 1993a. 
 
Bernaud, et al., 2019. (host-plant, egg, larva, pupa). 
 
Larval food: 
Caloncoba species (Flacoutiaceae) [Bernaud, 1993]. 

 
pallida Carpenter, 1932 (as var. of Acraea kraka).  Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London  6: 76 
(76-77).  Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba Pass, Mt. Ruwenzori”.  Synonymized with Acraea kraka 
Aurivillius, 1893 by Bernaud & Ducarme, 2008.  Treated as a form of Acraea kraka by Pierre & Bernaud, 
2014. 

 
kibi Usher, 1986 (as ssp. of Acraea kraka).  Systematic Entomology 11: 111 (111-115). Type locality: Ghana: 
“Atewa Range Forest Reserve, Kibi”.  Synonymized with Acraea kraka Aurivillius, 1893 by Bernaud & 
Ducarme, 2008.  Treated as a synonym of Acraea kraka by Pierre & Bernaud, 2014. 

 


