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AFROTROPICAL BUTTERFLIES. MARK C. WILLIAMS. http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=publications&s=atb 
NEW GENUS 15 December 2023. DAVID A. EDGE 
 

 

Genus Polyura Billberg, 1820 
Princes 

 

Genus Polyura Billberg, 1820 
Enumeratio Insectorum. In Museo Gust. Joh. Billberg 79 (138 pp.). Holmiae. 

Type-species: Papilio pyrrhus Linnaeus, 1758. 

 

Subgenus Polyura Billberg, 1820. Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. stat. rev. 

Made Polyura a subgenus of Charaxes Ochsenheimer, 1816, which included species-

groups Polyura (not Afrotropical), Pleione and Zoolina. 

 

Genus Polyura Billberg, 1820. Toussaint et al., 2015. stat. rev.  

Found that Charaxes paphianus is sister to all of the Oriental Polyura species 

(Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 91: 194-209). 

 

Genus Polyura Billberg, 1820. Bouyer,2023.  

 

= Murwareda Moore, 1896.   

Type-species: Charaxes dolon Westwood, 1847. 

 

= Eulepis Scudder, 1875. (nec Eulepis Billber, 1820). 

 

= Pareriboea Roepke, 1938 (nom. nud.) 

Type-species: Papilio athamas Drury, 1773. 

  

 Oriental species groups: 

  

 athamas-group (Toussaint et al., 2016; Turlin, 2017) 

 eudamippus-group (Turlin, 2017) 

 pyrrhus-group (Turlin, 2017) 

  

 Afrotropical species groups: 
 

 pleione-group (Henning, 1989; Turlin, 2009) (Red Princes)  

 

Polyura pleione (Godart, [1824]) 
Square Red Prince 

 

Nymphalis pleione Godart, [1824] in Latreille & Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire 

Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 366 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris. 

Charaxes (Polyura) pleione (Godart, [1824]). Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura pleione (Godart, [1824]). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 
 

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=publications&s=atb
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Polyura pleione pleione. Male. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Mpasaso, Ghana. June 2006. RV & SY. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5257). 

Images M.C. Williams ex ABRI Collection. 
 

                
 

Polyura pleione pleione.  Male.  Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Nimba (bottom), Liberia.  10 January 2014.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

                
 

Polyura pleione pleione. Female. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Banco, Ivory Coast. May 1981. S. Collins. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5258). 

Images M.C. Williams ex ABRI Collection. 

 

Type locality: ñAntillesò. [False locality.] 

Diagnosis: Similar to Charaxes paphianus but forewing apex not attenuated (Kielland, 1990d). 

Distribution : Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, 

Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, 

Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania. 

Habitat : Forest and woodland savanna.  In Tanzania subspecies bebra occurs at altitudes from 

800 to 1 500 m and subspecies oriens from 250 to 1 600 m (Kielland, 1990d).  In West Africa 

it has been found in cola plantations and other agricultural settings where a closed canopy of 

trees is present (Larsen, 2005a). 

Habits: A relatively common species (Larsen, 1991c).  The flight is weak for a charaxes and it 

is a fairly unobtrusive species (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens frequently settle on the leaves of tall 
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bushes.  Seldom attracted to fermenting bananas but males have been observed on otter 

droppings (Kielland, 1990d) and monkey dung (Larsen, 2005a).  Males also come to carrion 

(Larsen, 1991c). 

Early stages: 

 

Henning, S., 1989: 370  [subspecies oriens]. 

 

Larval food: 

Senegalia brevispica (Harms) Seigler & Ebinger (Fabaceae) [Henning, 1989: 370; as sp. of 

Acacia]. 

Senegalia brevispica (Harms) Seigler & Ebinger subsp. dregeana (Benth.) Kyal. & Boatwr. 

(Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 320; as Acacia pennata Willd.].  

 

Polyura pleione pleione (Godart, [1824]) 
Square Red Prince 

 

Nymphalis pleione Godart, [1824] in Latreille & Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire 

Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 366 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris. 

Charaxes (Polyura) pleione pleione (Godart, [1824]). Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura pleione pleione (Godart, [1824]). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 

 

                
 

Polyura pleione pleione. Male. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Mpasaso, Ghana. June 2006. RV & SY. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5257). 

Images M.C. Williams ex ABRI Collection. 

 

                
 

Polyura pleione pleione.  Male.  Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Nimba (bottom), Liberia.  10 January 2014.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Polyura pleione pleione. Female. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Banco, Ivory Coast. May 1981. S. Collins. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5258). 

Images M.C. Williams ex ABRI Collection. 
 

Type locality: ñAntillesò. [False locality.] 

Distribution : Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria. 

Specific localities: 

Guinea ï Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 

Sierra Leone ï Freetown (Owen & Chanter, 1972). 

Liberia ï Wologizi (Safian et al., 2020); Wonegizi (Safian et al., 2020). 

Ivory Coast ï Bossematie (H. Fermon, vide Larsen, 2005a). 

Ghana ï Atewa Range (Joly, 2003); Bia National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Bobiri Butterfly 

Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007). 

Togo ï No locality given (Suffert, 1904). 
 

lichas Doubleday, 1849 in Doubleday & Westwood [1846-52] (as sp. of Philognoma).  The 

genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 49 [1849], 311 [1850] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 

pp.). London.  Ghana: ñAshantiò. 
 

othello Suffert, 1904 (as ab. female of Charaxes lichas).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, 

Iris 17: 123 (108-123).  Togo. 
 

Polyura pleione bebra (Rothschild, 1900) 
Bright Square Red Prince 

 
Charaxes lichas bebra Rothschild, 1900 in Rothschild & Jordan, 1900.  Novitates Zoologicae 7: 507 (287-524). 

Charaxes (Polyura) pleione bebra Rothschild, 1900. Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura pleione bebra (Rothschild, 1900). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 
 

                
 

Polyura pleione bebra.  Male (Wingspan 49 mm).  Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Mabira Forest, Uganda.  14 June 2009.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Polyura pleione bebra. Female. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Mbau, North Kivu, DRC. 2 August 2015. T. Desloges. 

Images courtesy T. Desloges. 
 

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: ñGreat Forest of the upper Congo: Diapanda, 

six daysô march from Ft. Beniò. 

Distribution : Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania 

(north-west). 

Specific localities: 

Democratic Republic of Congo ï Diapanda (TL); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest 

Block (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Blue (Ducarme, 2018). 

Uganda ï Semuliki N.P. (Davenport & Howard, 1996). 

Tanzania ï Ntakatta Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Mukuyu Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Kemfu Forest 

(the latter two forests have been cut down) (Kielland, 1990d). 
 

 

Polyura pleione congoensis (Plantrou, 1989) 
Congolese Square Red Prince 

 

Charaxes pleione congoensis Plantrou, 1989.  In: Henning, 1989.  The Charaxinae butterflies of Africa 368 (457 

pp.). Johannesburg. 

Charaxes (Polyura) pleione congoensis Plantrou, 1989. Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura pleione congoensis (Plantrou, 1989). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 
 

Type locality: Central African Republic: ñBanguiò.  Holotype (male) in the Mus®um national 

dôHistoire naturelle, Paris. 

Distribution : Nigeria (extreme south-east), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African 

Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (except the north-east). 

Specific localities: 

Nigeria ï Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a). 

Cameroon ï Bitje (Lathy, 1925). 

Gabon ï Kinguele (Vande weghe, 2010); Waka (Vande weghe, 2010); Ipassa (Vande weghe, 

2010); Massouna 2000 (Vande weghe, 2010); Bitam (Vande weghe, 2010); Bakouaka 

(Vande weghe, 2010); Ekouyi (Vande weghe, 2010); Camp PPG, Bateke Plateau 

(Vande weghe, 2010). 

Central African Republic ï Bangui (TL); Dzanga (Noss, 1998). 
 

pallida Lathy, 1925 (as female ab. of Charaxes pleione).  Encyclopédie Entomologique (B.3. 

Lepidoptera) 1: 95 (93-97).  Cameroon: ñBitjeò. 
 

Polyura pleione delvauxi (Turlin, 1987) 
Nyungwe Square Red Prince 
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Charaxes pleione delvauxi Turlin, 1987.  Bulletin de la Société Scientifique Naturelle (53): 21 (19-25). 

Charaxes (Polyura) pleione delvauxi Turlin, 1987. Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura pleione delvauxi (Turlin, 1987). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 

 

Type locality: Rwanda: ñRoute Delvaux, Km 14, For°t Nyungweò.  Holotype (male) in the 

Mus®um national dôHistoire naturelle, Paris. 

Distribution : Rwanda (south-west). 

Specific localities: 

Rwanda ï Nyungwe Forest (TL); Cyamudongo Forest (Uwizelimana et al., 2021). 
 

Polyura pleione oriens (Plantrou, 1989) 
Eastern Square Red Prince 

 

Charaxes pleione oriens Plantrou, 1989.  In: Henning, 1989.  The Charaxinae butterflies of Africa 369 (457 pp.). 

Johannesburg. 

Charaxes (Polyura) pleione oriens Plantrou, 1989. Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura pleione oriens (Plantrou, 1989). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 
 

Type locality: Tanzania: ñTanzanie, Amani, Mts Usambara 1000 mò.  Holotype (male) in the 

Mus®um national dôHistoire naturelle, Paris. 

Diagnosis: Darker than subspecies bebra and with a narrower black margin in the lower part of 

the forewing upperside (Kielland, 1990d). 

Distribution : Kenya (coast), Tanzania (east). 

Specific localities: 

Kenya ï Shimba Hills (Henning, S., 1989); coastal forests south of Mombasa (Larsen, 1991c). 

Tanzania ï Amani, Usambara Mountains (TL); Morogoro (Henning, 1989); Turiani (Henning, 

1989); Nguru Mountains (Henning, 1989); Uluguru Mountains (Henning, 1989); 

Ifakara (Henning, 1989); Nguu Mountains (Kielland, 1990d); Udzungwa Rift 

(Kielland, 1990d); Magombera Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Rau Forest, near Moshi 

(Cordeiro, vide Kielland, 1990d). 
 

Polyura paphianus (Ward, 1871) 
Falcate Red Prince 

 

Charaxes paphianus Ward, 1871.  Entomologistôs Monthly Magazine 8: 120 (34-36, 58-60, 81-82, 118-122). 

Charaxes (Polyura) paphianus Ward, 1871. Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura paphianus (Ward, 1871). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 
 

                
 

Polyura paphianus paphianus. Male. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Ebogo, Cameroon. October 2001. ABRI coll. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5255). 

Images M.C. Williams ex ABRI Collection. 
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Polyura paphianus paphianus. Female. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Rangupa, DRC. S. Collins. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5256). 

Images M.C. Williams ex ABRI Collection. 
 

Type locality: Cameroon: ñCameroonsò. 

Distribution : Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, 

Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, 

Uganda, Kenya. 

Habitat : Primary lowland evergreen forest. 

Habits: Generally a scarcer species than the closely related Charaxes pleione (Larsen, 1991c).  

Quite scarce west of the Dahomey Gap but commoner in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are 

usually encountered on forest edges or in forest clearings, where they perch with the wings two-

thirds open.  From these perches they defend territories pugnaciously (Larsen, 2005a).  Owen 

& Owen (1973) noted males on goat droppings in Sierra Leone. 

Early stages: 

 

Van Someren & Van Someren, 1926: 346  [subspecies subpallida]. 

 

Van Someren & Rogers, 1928. 

 

Henning, S., 1989: 372  [subspecies subpallida]. 

 

Larval food: 

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 320]. 

Senegalia brevispica (Harms) Seigler & Ebinger (Fabaceae) [Henning, 1989: 372; as sp. of 

Acacia]. 
Senegalia goetzei (Harms) Kyal. & Boatwr. (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991c: 302; as sp. of Acacia]. 

 

Note: Toussaint et al., 2015 found that C. paphianus is sister to all of the Oriental Polyura 

species (Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 91: 194-209). 

 

 

Polyura paphianus paphianus (Ward, 1871) 
Falcate Red Prince 

 

Charaxes paphianus Ward, 1871.  Entomologistôs Monthly Magazine 8: 120 (34-36, 58-60, 81-82, 118-122). 

Charaxes (Polyura) paphianus paphianus Ward, 1871. Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura paphianus paphianus (Ward, 1871). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 
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Polyura paphianus paphianus. Male. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Ebogo, Cameroon. October 2001. ABRI coll. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5255). 

Images M.C. Williams ex ABRI Collection. 
 

                
 

Polyura paphianus paphianus. Female. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Rangupa, DRC. S. Collins. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5256). 

Images M.C. Williams ex ABRI Collection. 
 

Type locality: Cameroon: ñCameroonsò. 

Distribution : Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon (except west), Gabon, Congo, Central 

African Republic, Angola (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (except the north-east). 

Specific localities: 

Gabon ï Kinguele (Vande weghe, 2010); Waka (Vande weghe, 2010); Ipassa (Vande weghe, 

2010). 

Central African Republic ï Dzanga (Noss, 1998). 
 

renati Rousseau-Decelle, 1938 (as ssp. of Charaxes paphianus).  Bulletin de la Société 

Entomologique de France 43: 163 (161-168).  [Democratic Republic of Congo]: ñKatanga 

(Congo Belge)ò. 
 

Polyura paphianus falcata (Butler, [1872]) 
Western Falcate Red Prince 

 

Philognoma falcata Butler, [1872] in Butler, [1869-74].  Lepidoptera Exotica, or descriptions and illustrations of 

exotic lepidoptera 120 (190 pp.). London. 

Charaxes (Polyura) paphianus falcata (Butler, [1872]). Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura paphianus falcata (Butler, [1872]). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 
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Polyura paphianus falcata.  Male.  Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Coldwater, Liberia.  9 January 2014.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

Type locality: [Ghana]: ñGold Coast. Ashantiò. 

Distribution : Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon 

(west). 

Specific localities: 

Guinea ï Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 

Sierra Leone ï Kasabere Hills (Owen & Owen, 1973). 

Liberia ï Wologizi (Safian et al., 2020); Wonegizi (Safian et al., 2020). 

Ivory Coast ï Bossematie (H. Fermon, vide Larsen, 2005a). 

Ghana ï Ashanti (TL); Addah (Weymer, 1892); Atewa Range (Joly, 2003); Bobiri Butterfly 

Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007). 

 
hamulosa Weymer, 1892 (as f ? of Palla falcata).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 53: 95 (79-

125).  Ghana: ñAddah, Goldkusteò. 
 

Polyura paphianus subpallida (Joicey & Talbot, 1925) 
Eastern Falcate Red Prince 

 

Charaxes paphianus subpallida Joicey & Talbot, 1925.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 16: 645 (633-

653). 

Charaxes (Polyura) paphianus subpallida Joicey & Talbot, 1925. Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura paphianus subpallida (Joicey & Talbot, 1925). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 
 

 

                
 

 
Polyura paphianus subpallida. Male. Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Mpanga Forest, Uganda. 9-11 June 2017. M. Williams. 

Images M.C.Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Polyura paphianus subpallida. Female (53 mm). Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Kakamega Forest, Kenya. 1 December 2021. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: ñIturi Forest, bordering long grass country, 30 

miles south of Irumuò.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London. 

Distribution : Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya 

(west). 

Specific localities: 

Democratic Republic of Congo ï Ituri Forest (TL); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Semuliki 

Valley (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest Block (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba 

(Ducarme, 2018); Mt Blue (Ducarme, 2018). 

Uganda ï Semuliki N.P. (Davenport & Howard, 1996); Mpanga Forest (Safian & Pyrcz, 2020). 

Kenya ï Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991c); Mount Elgon area (Larsen, 1991c). 
 

 zoolina-group (Vingerhoedt et al., 2009) 

 

Polyura zoolina (Westwood, [1850]) 
Club-tailed Prince 

 
Nymphalis zoolina Westwood, [1850] in Doubleday & Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, 

London: 309 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London. 

Nymphalis zoolina Westwood.  Trimen, 1862c. 

= Nymphalis neanthes Hewitson.  Trimen, 1862c.  [Synonym of Charxes zoolina (Westwood, 1850)] 

Charaxes zoolina (Westwood, 1850).  Trimen & Bowker, 1887a. 

= Charaxes neanthes (Hewitson, 1854).  Trimen & Bowker, 1887a.  [Synonym of Charaxes zoolina (Westwood, 

1850)] 

Charaxes zoolina (Westwood, 1850).  Pringle et al., 1994: 92. 

Charaxes (Polyura) zoolina (Westwood, [1850]). Aduse-Poku et al., 2009. 

Polyura zoolina (Westwood, 1850). Bouyer, 2023. comb. nov. 
 

           
 

Club-tailed Prince (Polyura zoolina).  Left ï male wet season form.  Right ï female wet season form. 

Images courtesy Steve Woodhall (left) and Herbert Otto (right). 
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Club-tailed Prince (Polyura zoolina).  Left ï male dry season form.  Right ï female dry season form. 
Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 

                
 

 
Polyura zoolina.  Male (wet season form) (Wingspan 43 mm).  Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Thabazimbi, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  23 January 2010. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 

                
 

 
Polyura zoolina.  Male (dry season form) (Wingspan 42 mm).  Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Tembe, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  19 April 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Polyura zoolina.  Female (wet season form) (Wingspan 53 mm).  Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Tubex, Limpopo, South Africa.  11 March 2006.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

                
 

 
Polyura zoolina.  Female (dry season form) (Wingspan 54 mm).  Left ï upperside; right ï underside. 

Thabazimbi, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  22 April 2006. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 

Type locality: [South Africa]: ñAmazoulu, Port Natalò. 

Diagnosis:  The species of Charaxes in the zoolina species group all have distinctive seasonal 

forms. 

Distribution : Sudan (south), Ethiopia (south), Somalia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, 

Zambia, Angola (Gardiner, 2004), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north and east), 

Namibia (north-east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, 

KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999). 

Specific localities: 

Ethiopia ï Harrar (Rousseau-Decelle, 1938); Dire Dawa (Larsen, 1991c). 

Tanzania ï Widespread (Kielland, 1990d); Taveta (Butler, 1901); Mhonda (Suffert, 1904); Lake 

Manyara N.P. (Cordeiro, 1990); West Kilimanjaro (Liseki & Vane-Wright, 2015); 

Moshi (Liseki & Vane-Wright, 2015). 

Malawi ï Mulanje (Congdon et al., 2010); Zomba (Congdon et al., 2010). 

Zambia ï Mpongwe (Heath et al., 2002); Mumbwa (Heath et al., 2002); Chismaba (Heath et 

al., 2002); Livingstone (Heath et al., 2002); Chipata (Heath et al., 2002); Lunagwa 

Valley (Heath et al., 2002); Lake Mweru (Heath et al., 2002). 

Mozambique ï Delagoa Bay (= Maputo) (Le Cerf, 1923); Mt Mecula [-12.0772 37.6297] 

(Congdon & Bayliss, 2013); Maputo Special Reserve (Miles & Mulvaney, 2022). 

Botswana ï Serowe (Larsen, 1991l); Tswapong Hills (Larsen, 1991l); Tuli Block (Larsen, 

1991l); near Selibe-Phikwe (Larsen, 1991l); Kasane area (Larsen, 1991l). 

Limpopo Province ï Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve (ñMalta 
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Forestò) (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); 

Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 

1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Blouberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pafuri (WSF male 

illustrated above). 

Mpumalanga ï Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop 

(Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953). 

KwaZulu-Natal ï Port Natal (= Durban) (TL); Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas 

(Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); St 

Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Mkuze (Swanepoel, 

1953); Kosi Bay Nature Reserve (Pringle & Kyle, 2002); Tembe Nature Reserve 

(Pringle & Kyle, 2002); Ndumo Nature Reserve (Pringle & Kyle, 2002). 

Eastern Cape Province ï Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953). 
Swaziland ï Mlawula Nature Reserve (www.sntc.org.sz). 

Habitat : Found in a variety of habitats, including forest, woodland savanna and thornveld 

savanna.  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs from near sea-level to 2 140 m (Kielland, 

1990d). 

Habits: The flight is not very fast and males may be found flying about a particular tree for 

hours on end.  Both sexes are attracted to fermenting fruit and, occasionally, also flowers 

(Pringle et al., 1994).  Larsen (1991c) once found numbers feeding from the flowers of Lantana 

in Ethiopia; presumably the nectar had become fermented.  Sap oozing from wounds in tree 

trunks and branches also attracts specimens.  Males are occasionally found at damp patches 

(Larsen, 1991c). 

Flight period: All year with very distinct seasonal forms (unique among the genus).  

Transitional forms occur, but are rare. 

Early stages: 

 

Leigh, 1903: xxii  [as Charaxes neanthes; (subspecies zoolina); Durban, KwaZulu-Natal] 

(Proc. R. ent. Soc. Lond. 1903: xxi-xxv). 
  ñOf all the Charaxes larvae with which I am acquainted, none equal C. neanthes in the 

perfection of its protective disguise.  The larva when at rest upon the stem ï its characteristic position 

during the last two stages ï is so well concealed by colour and markings that it is almost impossible to 

detect.  The small green dumpy pupae of this species exactly resemble some of our berries.ò 

 

Van Someren & Rogers, 1929: 40  [subspecies zoolina]. 

 

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 178 (Plate 71). 
  ñThe eggs are laid singly on the surface of a leaf, and are 1 mm in diameter by 0,95 mm high.  

They are pale yellow when laid, darkening with time and developing a purple-brown circlet and a spot of 

the same colour on the micropyle.  There are some 34 ribs radiating from the micropyle and extending 

over its flat edge and part way down the side.  The larva hatches after six to eight days.  The young larva 

eats its way out near the top and eats the discarded shell.  It is 2,5-3 mm long at hatching and grows to 6 

mm in six days when it moults.  The second instar lasts seven days and the larva grows to 8,5 mm.  The 

third instar lasts 10-11 days the larva growing to 12,5 mm.  The fourth instar lasts 13-14 days, and the 

larva grows to 23 mm.  The final instar is of 20 days duration, and the length of the full-grown larva is 

42,5 mm.  The larva rests along the stalk supporting the leaves or may sew adjacent leaves together to 

form a flat mat.  It crawls away to feed, but returns to its mat.  The markings of the body make a very 

good camouflage pattern.  The pupa is suspended by cremastral hooks, the colour pattern provides a good 

camouflage, it is 17-18 mm long.  The imago emerges after 14-18 days.ò 

 

Henning, S., 1989: 378  [subspecies zoolina; Northern Transvaal (sensu lato)]. 

 

Vingerhoedt & Thiry, 1997  [subspecies mafugensis; Burundi]. 
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Polyura zoolina final instar larva. 
Image courtesy Raimund Schutte 

 

           
 

Polyura zoolina final instar larva head and pupa. 
Images courtesy Raimund Schutte 

 

Larval food: 

Adenopodia spicata (E.Mey.) C.Presl (Fabaceae) [Leigh, 1908: lxiv; as a species of Entada]. 

Entada abyssinica Steud. ex A.Rich. (Fabaceae) [Gifford, 1965]. 

Senegalia ataxacantha (DC.) Kyal. & Boatwr. (Fabaceae) [Henning, S., 1989: 378; as sp. of 

Acacia]. 

Senegalia brevispica (Harms) Seigler & Ebinger [Van Someren & Rogers, 1929: 40; as Acacia 

pennata]. 

Senegalia kraussiana (Meissn. ex Benth.) Kyal. & Boatwr. (Fabaceae) [Clark, in Van Son, 

1979: 178; as sp. of Acacia]. 

Senegalia pentagona (Schumach. & Thonn.) Kyal & Boatwr. (Fabaceae) [Henning, S., 1989: 

378]. 

Senegalia schweinfurthi (Brenan & Exell) Seigler & Ebinger (Fabaceae) [Henning, S., 1989: 

378; as sp. of Acacia]. 

Vachellia karroo (Hayne) Banfi & Galasso (Fabaceae) [Platt, 1921; as sp. of Acacia.  Williams, 

in Pringle et al., 1994: 92 regards this record to be erroneous]. 

Vachellia natalitia (E.Mey.) Kyal. & Boatwr. (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999; as sp. of Acacia]. 

 
neanthes Hewitson, 1854 in Hewitson, 1851-6 (as sp. of Nymphalis).  Illustrations of new 

species of exotic butterflies 1: 88 (124 pp.). London.  South Africa: ñNatalò. 

 

obscuratus Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Charaxes neanthes).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, 

Iris 17: 123 (108-123).  [Tanzania]: ñMhondaò. 

 


