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Welcome to Mayôs newsletter! 
 
Apologies for the late appearance of Mayôs newsletter: Iôve been on a lengthy Zambian butterfly 
expedition and Iôm now busy sorting out five weeksô worth of emails and other correspondence. I 
usually trawl Facebook and the various LepSoc Africa WhatsApp groups in search of butterfly-
related photographs and news articles, but Iôve probably missed several items this month: if you 
see anything from April that should be included in the next edition of ABN, please let me know. 

 
Financial support for Metamorphosis 
 
We urgently require funding to keep Metamorphosis afloat. It has become increasing difficult ï 
worldwide ï to maintain scientific journals on a purely voluntary basis.  
 
There could be opportunities for corporate sponsorship. If anyone has any ideas, please let me 
know. 

 
Gardening for Butterflies 
 
Lynn Katsoulis, the new Highveld Butterfly Club chair arranged a Gardening for Butterflies 
workshop at Happy Acres, Magaliesburg. The event was held on 10 March and attracted well over 
20 people. 
 
Lynn put together an entertaining program, which included a butterfly-setting demonstration by 
Andr® Coetzer and visits to Lynnôs new flight house. 
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Lynn and her audience The Old Stone Mill 
A group practicing their pinning 

techniques after Andreôs demonstration. 
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Chris Ficq 
 
For those of you who may not know him, Chris Ficq has spent a 
lifetime in the field in search of butterflies. He has acquired a 
huge amount of knowledge, not just regarding South African 
species, but with experiences throughout most of Southern 
Africa.  
 
Chris was diagnosed with prostate cancer last year, which has 
metastasised and spread to other parts of his body - the 
prognosis does not look good. Ahead of Chrisôs 70th birthday, 
Peter Ward, Ian Bampton, Martin Lunderstedt, and I took him to 
lunch. While extremely thin, Chris was in good spirits and, 
between tequila chasers, regaled us with tales of butterfly 
exploits from yesteryear ï we wish Chris all the best in the 
coming months. 

 
SANBI to the rescue 
 
In the past, membership of the Botanical Society granted one free admittance to our National 
Botanical Gardens. This perk was discontinued last March, to the disgruntlement of several 
people, including myself! 
 
Fortunately, the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) have implemented a scheme 
where you can become a member of SANBI and get free admittance to National Botanical 
Gardens, among other benefits. The cost is R800 per person per year (R400 for students). 

 
A remaining African wilderness 
 
Steve Collins forwarded me this paper, regarding research by Dr Julian 
Bayliss: 
 
 Unique species in Africa's most threatened ecoregion 
 
 
  

Martin Lunderstedt, Chris Ficq, Peter 
Ward, Ian Bampton, and Jeremy Dobson 

https://phys.org/news/2024-03-scientists-hundreds-unique-species-africa.html%23google_vignette
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Tildia acara marches on 
 
Itôs not just people semi-grating to the Cape: The Warrior Acraea (Tildia acara) continues its 
unremitting march towards Cape Town, and there was a LepiMAP record from Greyton in March.  
 
Fanie Rautenbach has created a slideshow of the spread of T. acara since 2016, using LepiMAP 
and iNAT records. 
 
 Tildia acara 

 
Recent revisions 
 
Thomas Desloges noted that Telchinia alicia was synonymized with T. bonasia in ñAcraeinae of 
Ugandaò by Dominique Bernaud. It has been removed from the Afrotropical Butterflies checklist 
and encyclopedia.  
 
Thomas also picked up a revision by Thierry Bouyer, in which Pseudaletis batesi zairiensis Libert, 
2007 and Pseudaletis zebra subangulata Talbot, 1935 were raised to full species. As above, Dave 
Edge has revised the Encyclopedia and Iôve updated the Checklist (refer to Afrotropical Butterflies 
elsewhere in this newsletter). 

 
Butterflies of the Congo (Robert Ducarme) 
 
Robert Ducarme has submitted an updated checklist for ñThe Butterflies of the North-eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congoò, which was previously published in Metamorphosis. 
 
The revised list can be viewed via the link below: 
 
 Butterflies of the northeast DRC 

 
Eric Lewis 
 
I was contacted by Eric Lewis, the only living relative of Dr A J T Janse. 
Dr Janse (one of the ñtrailblazersò in Penningtonôs Butterflies), amassed a large collection of South 
African moths, which was donated to the Transvaal Museum (now Ditsong). Eric has contacted 
Ditsong but has been unable to glean much information about the collection. If anyone has 
contacts there, would you please try and establish whether the Janse collection is still intact? 
 
Eric has loads of Janse memorabilia in his possession, including medals, signed volumes of the 
Moths of South Africa, and a handwritten autobiography. Iôm trying to persuade Eric that CAB is 
the proper home for this material! 
 
 tolewise@gmail.com 
  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JS5509NL-z7fp_87yT8qLM60q5Pp4S0s/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100101513076907099216&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.dropbox.com/s/183r3n0ybkvhkb4/Butterflies%20of%20northeastern%20DRC.pdf?dl=0
file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2024/ABN%202024-3/tolewise@gmail.com
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Conserving biodiversity 
 
There have been a few articles on social media recently, regarding our remaining natural 
resources and how best to integrate these with the human population. 
 
 Government plan to exploit wildlife 
 
 Pearl clutching 
 
My view is that the articles are misleading. If we take South Africa as an example, what number of 
people can utilise our natural resources in a sustainable manner? Is it the 30 million people that 
we had 40 years ago, or the 120 million that we will have in 40 yearsô time (about half the growth 
rate of many African countries)? It cannot be both. While I fear that weôve long overshot the 
ñsustainableò mark, letôs assume that the current human population of 60 million is the 
ñsustainableò number. What happens when this population increases, as it assuredly will. Will our 
natural resources increase accordingly? Of course not. The only reasonable expectation is that 
biodiversity will decrease, at a rate that is approximately inversely proportional to the growth in 
human population. In other words, the situation wonôt be twice as bad in 40 yearsô time, it will be 
four times worse. 
 
While this may sound bleak, itôs far better (in my opinion) than believing some delusional, woke 
nonsense about humans and our natural resources being in some kind of symbiotic equilibrium. 
 
Should we be bothered with conservation? Of course we should, now more than ever. Who knows 
what surprises the future may hold, but a plant or animal that goes extinct is lost for ever. Ensuring 
that our natural world is destroyed as slowly as possible doesnôt have much of a ring to it, but itôs 
the best goal that we can reasonably achieve. At the same time (once again, entirely in my 
opinion) we have a moral obligation to monitor and record the progress of the current, man-made, 
mass extinction. 

 
One flew over the Cuckooland Lodge 
 
Some of you may have seen the extraordinary photos from 
Cuckooland Lodge taken by Rogers Muhwezi, which were 
posted on Facebook and other LepSoc Africa WhatsApp groups. 
During a single visit to Cuckooland, which lies near Bwindi 
Impenetrable Forest, southwest Uganda, Rogers photographed 
two of Africaôs rarest and most sought-after butterflies: African 
Giant (Papilio antimachus) and Forester Emperor (Charaxes 
fournierae). 
 
As these photos were taken in May, they really belong in Julyôs 
newsletter: Iôve asked Rogers for a brief article that will 
accompany the photos and a video that he recorded. 

  

Eastern African Giant 
Papilio antimachus parva 

Cuckooland Lodge, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2024-03-18-government-trying-to-slam-through-plan-that-will-result-in-massive-exploitation-of-wildlife/
https://dailyfriend.co.za/2024/03/22/pearl-clutching-in-response-to-national-biodiversity-economy-strategy/
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Centre for African Butterflies and Moths (CAB) 
 
Our agreement with the Natural Sciences Facility has been finalised and signed and we have 
commenced invoicing for our services. 

 
CAB appeal 
 
You may have seen an appeal for CAB funding 
that was circulated on 02 February. Iôm 
delighted with the response, and we have raised 
more than R 70 000 and counting; we are well 
into the larval stage, with the adult butterfly not 
far away! 
 
Iôm not going to record the individual amounts 
here, but the list of CAB donors to date, in 
alphabetical order, is as follows:  
 

 Colin Congdon 
Dave Edge 
Ken Katchachuryan 
Michel Libert 
Fanie Rautenbach 
Hanna and Wolf Roland 
Peter Sharland 
Carlina Wessels 
Gustav Butler 
Rolf Woltge 
Peter Ward 
Peter Sharland (again)! 
  

This is above and beyond the initial funding to 
start up CAB (principally Bennie Coetzer and I), 
plus the time and effort of several people, 
notably Martin Lunderstedt. Not to mention 
André Coetzer who provided the building to us.  
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2024 LepSoc Africa Conference 
 
The date and venue for the 2024 LepSoc Africa Conference have been finalised. Thanks to Stella 
and Kevin Cockburn, Hermannsburg School near Greytown, KwaZulu-Natal has been booked for 
Sunday 22 September 2024. 
 
Accommodation, by prior arrangement, can be secured at the school from Sat 21 to Tue 24 
September. Tuesday 24 is a public holiday, so why not take Monday off and make this a butterfly 
expedition? Several noteworthy species may be found in the KZN Midlands at this time of the 
year, including Estcourt Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops pephredo), Midlands Widow (Dingana 
dingana), Mooi River Golden Opal (Chrysoritis lyncurium lycegenes) and Soaring Bush Kite 
(Papilio euphranor). 
 
Subject to the number of presentations that we receive, the Conference will be held on a single 
day (Saturday), but we have the option to extend this if necessary. As for the last few years, the 
Annual General Meeting will be held as a separate event, by Zoom networking. We have an 
opportunity to host dinners and parties at the venue - please get back to me or Kevin with any 
ideas or suggestions. 
 
Estimated costs will be advised as soon as possible. 

 
A new chapter for LepSoc Africa 
 
As you may know, the current LepSoc Africa councillors will not be standing for re-election at this 
yearôs AGM. In my case, I will have been Chairman of the Society, for four-terms (eight years), 
which is a long time in a democratic organization such as ours. Justin Bode has been Secretary 
for even longer, and our Treasurer, Peter Ward is also standing down. 
 
While this may cause a temporary upheaval, it is also an opportunity for new people to make their 
mark and perhaps change the direction of LepSoc Africa in new and exciting ways. I ask you all to 
give this matter your attention, and to either put your name into the hat, or to suggest suitable 
candidates. 
 
A nomination form is attached, and Iôve included job descriptions for the three posts, taken from 
the LepSoc Africa Handbook.  
 
  Nomination form 
 

 Chairman 
 Secretary 
 Treasurer 
 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kitvoq2kg7o2fl5ahxmii/Call-for-Nominations-2024.pdf?rlkey=lksy73febaziafsbrqmxiy047&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/049vyzdhslbspheevakir/CHAIRMAN.pdf?rlkey=poy6681z07ssszgxkanifdn4s&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/y5eqg9rn8rz6eyep4bim0/SECRETARY.pdf?rlkey=xdgp4mg5mhdngybh4drypgvyr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w54eip4bwelolrzwmmcon/TREASURER.pdf?rlkey=ywzosr340w64np6aa9qm5fw4g&dl=0
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Re-election of Council Members 
 

Dear LepSoc Africa Member,  
 
In terms of our constitution, the Elected Council posts are up for re-election every second 
year. At the forthcoming AGM to be held via Zoom in September 2024, the new Council will 
be elected and appointed. 
 
Please indicate your nominations on the form below. The Society requires two seconding 
signatures for each person you nominate. All signatories must be members of the Society in 
good standing.  
 

 
 Please e-mail the nomination form to Justin Bode at justinbode@yahoo.com 

 
Afrotropical Butterflies 

 
LepSoc Africa is committed to ensuring the continuance (and improvement where possible) of 
Afrotropical Butterflies (ATB). We are rapidly discovering how much work Mark Williams put into 
the encyclopaedia, which is freely available via the LepSoc Africa or Metamorphosis websites. 
 
Our goal is to import the existing Word files into a database, which will automatically sort the 
various pages and make updates easier. This is a big undertaking however, and it will be 
necessary to keep the genus-files up to date the old-fashioned way until such time as the 
database has been set up. Dave Edge is has taken on the role of maintaining the ATB files, and 
André and Bennie Coetzer are developing the database. 
 
We have compiled a team of people to manage ATB: Jeremy Dobson, Dave Edge, Thomas 
Desloges, Graham Henning, Fanie Rautenbach, and André and Bennie Coetzer. 
 
Fanie Rautenbach has commenced with distribution maps for all African butterfly taxa ï a massive 
undertaking ï and has completed Thestor. 
 
Iôve attached a link to the latest ñClassification of the Afrotropical Butterflies 
to Generic Levelò, prepared by Dave Edge: 
 

ATB Classification 

Office Nomination Signature (1) Signature (2) 

President        

 

 

Treasurer       

 

 

 

 

Secretary      

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2024/ABN%202024-3/justinbode@yahoo.com
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/v1dd5drfsrbvicl0vlkgr/Afrotropical-Butterfly-Classification.pdf?rlkey=uc53jbfytxfcxwiymmwz053gf&dl=0
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Gardening for Biodiversity (Charles and Julia Botha) 
 
Charles and Julia Botha wrote an article titled ñTECOMARIAôS TREMENDOUS WILDLIFE 
TREATSò in the Gardening for Biodiversity section of African Wildlife and Environment magazine. 
 
Most gardeners in South Africa, are familiar with the colourful flowers of the Cape Honeysuckle 
(Tecomaria capensis), formerly Tecoma capensis. Although now widely planted in gardens across 
the country, Cape Honeysuckle doesnôt have an extensive natural distribution. This is a plant well 
worth having, and it is the larval food-plant for no less than ten moth species, including the 
spectacular Deathôs Head Hawk (Acherontia atropos). 
 
 African Wildlife & Environment  

                
Butterflies of Kings Kloof and Versilia Rose Farm 
 
Lourens Erasmus has produced a butterfly checklist for Versilia Rose Farm and surrounding 
areas; the farm is situated in Gauteng, west of Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens. 
 
 Butterflies of Kings Kloof  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/6efx9mrsryhj6zagyq37y/Gardening-for-Biodiversity.pdf?rlkey=q1iwvmw9i7azc4ztykxxhjly0&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/x8cw76v6yt5gkk2z8iiot/BUTTERFLIES-OF-KINGS-KLOOF-AND-VERSILIA-ROSE-FARM-UPDATED-LIST-LOURENS.pdf?rlkey=s95cvtpr1gwevf44fq1uz3gq6&dl=0
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Emperors and Hawks of Gabon (Gilles Faravel) 
 
As reported in Marchôs newsletter, LepSoc Africaôs Gilles Faravel and Patrick Basquin, both 
renowned French lepidopterists / entomologists, are the authors of three books on Gabonese 
Moths. The books are: 
 

LES SATURNIDÉS DU GABON (PART 1) 2021 
LES SATURNIDÉS DU GABON (PART 2) 2022 
LES SPHINX DU GABON 2023 

 
The books illustrate, life size, all known species of the Saturniidae and Sphingidae families found 
in Gabon (and neighbouring countries). While the books are in French, the pages are clearly set 
out (refer to the sample page) and nonFrench speakers should have little problem extracting most 
of the information using Google Translate.  
 
Patrick Basquin (basquin.p@wanadoo.fr) sells the books at cost and will run a reprint (with 
updates!) when needed. You can also order from AbeBooks but will probably pay ú10 or ú15 more 
than if you order directly from Patrick. 
 

 

 
Butterflies of the Levant ï Volume 4 
 
A reminder that a new book by Dubi Benyamini, ñButterflies of the 
Levant, Vol 4. Lycaenidaeò has been published. This is the last book of a 
four-volume series, although Volume 1 is yet to be completed. 
 
I have three spare copies, which are currently in the UK, but which will be 
brought to South Africa later this year. They are available in SA for the 
discounted price of £85 (rand equivalent) plus postage, if required. 
 
I also have limited stock of volumes 2 and 3 ï refer to Books elsewhere 
in this newsletter. 

 
  

mailto:basquin.p@wanadoo.fr
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Tarucus (Vazrick Nazari) 
 
As noted in Marchôs newsletter, Vazrick Nazari is an editor for 
the Lepidoptera Section of Zootaxa. He is also an editor of the 
Journal of Insect Biodiversity and Systematics, Università Degli 
Studi di Padova, Italy. His work on Colotis (Nazari et al., 2011) 
forms the basis for the species groups in Afrotropical Butterflies. 
He requests assistance from the members of LepSoc Africa for 
his current molecular project on Tarucus and related taxa. He is 
looking for legs (for DNA sequencing) of the following African 
butterflies: 

¶ Tarucus bowkeri bowkeri 

¶ Tarucus bowkeri transvaalensis 

¶ Tarucus grammicus 

¶ Tarucus kiki 

¶ Tarucus kulala 

¶ Tarucus quadratus 

¶ Tarucus sybaris linearis 

¶ Tuxentius (all species except melaena)  
Vazrick and his team have already sequenced the European representatives of this group, plus 
other Afrotropical taxa such as Zintha hintza. In addition, they are looking for some of the oriental 
taxa, such as Tarucus hazara, T. indica and T. callinara. Their specimens of the latter two from 
NCBS appear to have been misidentified. In addition, they are describing a new Tarucus 
species from Dhofar, Oman. Vazrick requires a couple of legs per specimen in a clean vial, dorsal 
and ventral photos of the specimen, and its collection data. Legs can be shipped to his address 
below and photos and data can be sent electronically. The specimen will remain in your (the 
owner's) collection. Preferably, specimens should not be older than 1990. 
 

Vazrick Nazari, PhD. 
Dipartimento di Biologia, Università Degli Studi di Padova 
Via U. Bassi, n. 58/B 
35131 - Padova (Italy) 
tel. (0039)-351-6512246 
email: vazrick.nazari@unipd.it  

 
Appias and Dixiea (Haydon Warren-Gash) 
 
A reminder that Haydon Warren-Gash is working on the genus 
Appias and has extended this research to include Dixeia.  
 
Dixeia is well represented in South Africa, with five species. If 
anyone has fresh specimens that they are prepared to give to 
Haydon, they would be gratefully accepted. Specimens should 
be dried, and in clean envelopes. Ditto for any Appias species 
that you may find. 
 

You can contact Haydon at haydonwg@hotmail.com or 
alternatively, Iôll act as a South African depot on Haydonôs 
behalf and submit batches of specimens to him whenever 
I get a chance. 

Chequered Pierrot 
Tarucus bowkeri bowkeri 
Bushmanôs Nek, KZN 

Jeremy Dobson 

Small Ant-heap White 
Dixeia pigea 

Port Edward, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

mailto:vazrick.nazari@unipd.it
mailto:haydonwg@hotmail.com
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Eustrotiinae in Southern Africa  
Part 1: The Zarbas  
 
By Wolf and Hanna Roland  
  
During the last years the subfamily Noctuidae-Eustrotiinae has seen tremendous changes. It 
comprises the Genera Aconzarba, Ozarba and Pseudozarba (ñThe Zarbasò) as well as Genera 
Acontiola, Deltote, Maliattha, Eulocastra, Micardia, Microplexia, Mimasura, Phyllophila and 
Taraconica.  
  
Our sources for this article come entirely from different websites and literature. We have no 
collection and can`t perform any microscopic analysis. Details that are necessary for identifying 
and differentiating species and can`t be derived from literature are based on our visual analysis.  
We relay therefore on swarm-intelligence manifested in the used databases. Consequently, some 
identifications may not be correct in the end.  
  
As LEPSOC AFRICA follows the taxonomy of the website afromoths.net, this is also our main 
source for the actual names of species and their distribution.  
  
We try to show our own pictures. If we did not photograph certain species we use pictures of our 
colleagues posted either in the Virtual Museum (VM), section LEPIMAP in Cape Town or the 
website inaturalist.org  
  
The subfamiliy Eustrotiinae was separated from Acontiinae in 2005. According to Wikipedia 
(20.3.2024) it has appr. 200 species. But that number has probably to be doubled now.  
  
In Part 1 we cover the ñZarbasò.  
  
The Genus Ozarba alone comprises 176 species in Africa, thereof more than 40 in Southern 
Africa. The new Field Guide describes eight Ozarba-species (1). We tried here to cover all 
Ozarbas documented for Southern Africa. But many of the species listed in afromoths.net have not 
yet been observed, that means they have not been posted in one of the two cited databases. 
Ozarba exoplaga, Ozarba gaedei, Ozarba limbata, Ozarba negrottoi and Ozarba persinua were 
observed in Krüger National Park, but the article (2) only shows museum-species.  
  
Interestingly only two Aconzarba-species are listed for Southern Africa.   
  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Aconzarba decissima 
Hanna Roland 
KwaZulu-Natal 

Ozarba abscissa 
Andrew Krüger 
KwaZulu-Natal 

Ozarba orthozona 
De Vletter Rod 

eSwatini 
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Additionally, there are twenty-five Pseudozarba-species listed for Africa, thereof five for Southern 
Africa. The only Aconzarba-species posted in the Virtual Museum is Aconzarba decissima, a 
species often found in Southern and Eastern Africa. It shows a distinctive round cell spot.  
  
Ozarba abscissa features a bold diagonal cream median band, which in the case of Ozarba 
orthozona is gently curved. And Ozarba orthozona has orange hindwings.  
There are two more species with such a transverse band: Ozarba fasciata is posted only once 
from South Africa. The specimen is not well preserved, and we can`t agree to the ID.  
Ozarba domina ñhas a pale ochreous band, which is slightly enlarged and swollen about its 
middle. There is an obscurely defined dark brown subapical spot on the costa before the apexò (3). 
It is mainly posted from observations in Uganda. One identification is from KwaZulu-Natal. We are 
not sure, if the ID is correct.  
  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Ozarba accincta shows a quite similar appearance of the forewings as Ozarba corniculans. It can, 
however, be easily distinguished by the hindwings: orange in O. accincta and translucent brown in 
O. corniculans. But these moths nearly never show their hindwings: 98 % of posted pictures are 
with closed wings. A distinctive feature of Ozarba accincta are two dark medium patches, 
compared to only one patch in Ozarba corniculans (1,4). We find this feature difficult to verify.  
As we can`t read Italian, we don`t know where it differs from Ozarba cryptica (5).  
  
Ozarba corniculantis was described in 1947 from KwaZulu-Natal by E. Berio. Here the double line 
has a decisive kink below the stigma. No live photo was found. Ozarba albifascia can be mistaken 
for Aconzarba decissima apart from an undulating middle line. There are no observations of this 
species neither in the Virtual Museum (VM) nor in inaturalist.org. A museum specimen can be 
seen on the website afromoths.net. And also Ozarba albimarginata (formerly Metachrostis 
albimarginata), first described by G.F. Hampson from India, is only posted there.  
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ozarba domina 
Peter Craig 

KwaZulu-Natal 

Ozarba accincta 
Kate Braun 

KwaZulu-Natal 

Ozarba corniculans 
Josef Heymans 

Nylstroom 

Ozarba apicalis 
Johan Heyns 

Heidelberg/SA 

Ozarba atrisigna 
Hanna Roland 

Namibia 

Ozarba bicolora 
Tony Benn 
Botswana 
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Ozarba apicalis is overall dark brown; it shows a bigger and a smaller white spot above the stigma 
as well as a lighter area at the inner base.  
  
Ozarba argyrogramma is said to occur in Southern, Eastern and Western Africa.  
It has not been observed in Southern Africa, but there are three pictures shown in (5). The species 
superficially resembles Pseudozarba aethiops.  
In (5) a picture is also shown for Ozarba contempta, observed only once in Southern Africa (see 
p.7), but we are not sure of the identification.  
Ozarba atrisigna seems to be a rare species. We photographed it in Namibia in 1998.   
A museum-species photo of Ozarba beroi is completely grey; this may be due to the chemical 
treament of all samples shown in (2). No photo has been posted on either VM or inaturaist.org. 
Ozarba bicolora has a grey or brown medium band. It was observed by Tony Benn in 
Serowe/Botswana; pictures can be found in (2+6).  
Ozarba bipartita shows two well separated colours. The basal half is light brown, the lower area 
dark with grey scales.  
  

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The next two species are rare regarding how often they were posted: one and three times. Ozarba 
catoxantha is quite decorative. Pictures of Ozarba cinerea can be found in (6).  
.     

  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The three species above are really difficult to differentiate. The Noctuid-specialist H. H. Hacker 
commented in a similar case: ñIt could be Ozarba hemiochra, but also Ozarba consanguis or 
Aconzarba reussi. The Ozarba-species differ in their genital-morphology, but they often show 
converging designs. Therefore it is sometimes not possible to ID a species by photos alone" (our 
translation). In the VM Ozarba hemileuca is still considered a subspecies of Ozarba hemiochra, 

Ozarba bipartita 
Hanna Roland 

Limpopo 

Ozarba catoxantha 
A.G. Liebenberg 
Northern Cape 

Ozarba cinerea 
Tony Benn 
Botswana 

Ozarba consanguis 
Johan Heyns 
Heidelberg 

Ozarba hemiochra 
Hanna Roland 

Limpopo 

Ozarba hemileuca 
Hanna Roland 
Mpumalanga 
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which makes it less complicated. We select the ID according to the rule of thumb: lower half 
(ñhemiò) has a lot of red: Ozarba consanguis; lower half ochre: Ozarba hemiochra; lower half 
grey/whitish: Ozarba hemileuca.  
  
In afromoths.net Ozarba diplopodia is mentioned, but no photo shown. In the file of the CRG 
(Caterpillar Rearing Group) a species named Ozarba diplopolia is shown, probably the same. The 
picture there is quite small. A museum-picture of Ozarba diplopolia can be found in (6).   
The next two species show a small black antemedial band on each wing with a distinctive 
widening in the middle. Ozarba gonatia: band is complete from inner margin to costa. Ozarba 
genuflexa (formerly Eustrotia genuflexa): the band is broken near the costa. But there are no 
postings of Ozarba genuflexa so far.  
  

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Ozarba hemipolia (Synonym: O. flavipennis) has also been posted only twice.  
Ozarba hermannstaudei has a small half-moon in the middle of brown wings.  
Ozarba hypotaenia - formerly Eulocastra hypotaenia - has been observed several times in 
eSwatini.  
  

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ozarba isocampta and Ozarba madanda are from the photo-collection of Johan Heyns, observed 
in his garden in Heidelberg south of Johannesburg. Ozarba madanda has orange hindwings.   
Ozarba kalaharis was described from South Africa and Namibia by Hacker in 2016. There is only a 
museum-photo in (6).   
  
One of the species easy to identify is Ozarba nigroviridis, which is in most cases green, but can 
also be found with yellowish wings.  
  

Ozarba gonatia 
Wolf Roland 

Namibia 

Ozarba hemipolia 
Hanna Roland 

Namibia 

Ozarba hermannstaudei 
Hermann Staude 

South Africa 

Ozarba hypotaenia 
Kate Braun 

eSwatini 

Ozarba isocampta 
Johan Heyns 

Heidelberg/SA 

Ozarba madanda 
Johan Heyns 

Heidelberg/SA 
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Ozarba plagifera, the Variable Ozarba, has varying colors. It has a diagnostic large, black or 
brown subapical spot on the costa.   
Ozarba rubrivena is supposed to occur in Namibia. But no observation from Southern Africa has 
been posted. Therefore we include a picture from East Africa.   
  
That leaves us with Ozarba semipurpurea, which was observed in eSwatini. The Field Guide (1) 
states: ñLines slightly crenulated and going around black cell spotò. The new species Ozarba 
ferruginata (Hacker 2016) is larger than Ozarba semipurpurea; its medium area is uniform cream 
and the lines are smoother. No photo available. And Ozarba jansei has the medium and terminal 
areas light grey and a distinctive kink in the antemedial line. No observation so far; the photo of a 
museum species is available in afromoths.net.  
Ozarba socotrana is also cited for Southern Africa, but not observed/posted yet. An observation 
from Oman can be seen on inaturalist.org. In (6) three pictures are shown.   
  

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
That brings us to Genus Pseudozarba, which differs from Genus Ozarba by another arrangement 
of veins 8-10 of the forewings, not visible on the photos.  
  
Pseudzarba opella is the type species. In the literature from 1913 (7) the moth from India was 
described as quite variable. And it was mentioned that it had been reported from Mashonaland 
(Zimbabwe). Pictures of Pseudozarba opella were posted several times in the VM. Many of the 
observations do not match the photo in afromoths.net (sample from Zimbabwe) or in the old 
literature (8), where it is described as Acontia opella. The observations of Kate Braun in eSwatii 
show the best match.  
  
Pseudozarba aethiops (formerly Tarache aethiops) is found in Southern and Central Africa. It 
features a broad transverse ochreous-white fascia near the base.  

Ozarba nigroviridis 
Quartus Grobler 

East London 

Ozarba plagifera 
Andrew Krüger 
KwaZulu-Natal 

Ozarba rubrivena 
Frank Bölnck 

Tanzania 

Ozarba semipurpurea 
Kate Braun 

eSwatini 

Pseudozarba opella 
Kate Braun 

eSwatini 

Pseudozarba aethiops 
Hanna Roland 

Namibia 
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Pseudozarba bipartita has long been considered a species occurring only in Southern Europe and 
North Africa. Maybe it conquered Southern Africa or was only not identified correctly. Meanwhile it 
is established well next to Pseudozarba opella and Pseudozarba schencki.  
There are two subspecies documented.  
 
Pseudozarba bipartita bipartita is the ñAfrican versionò. It often has a dark basal area. The inner 
line shows sometimes small spikes and the lower part of the wings some reddish color with a 
broad light band next to the cilia.  
 
Pseudozarba bipartita as known from Europe has a light basal area. The brown medium band 
shows a rounded lighter spot at either costa.  

  
  
  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Pseudozarba schencki is characterized by a distinctive thin post-medium line sharply curved 
around the cell spot and a sublimbal zickzack-line.  
  
Pseudozarba cupreofascia is not listed for Southern Africa on the website afromoths.net, but has 
been observed in Modimolle and Pretoria.   
  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

There are still many unnamed pictures of the Zarbas, like the last two pictures. It is quite a 
challenge for a citizen scientist to identify the right species in this group from photos. We hope we 
have not included too many errors. Regarding this difficulty it is clear, that the identification of the 
respective caterpillars is still more difficult. In the Field Guide (1) only two pictures of caterpillars 
are shown for all Eustrotiinae.  
  

Pseudozarba bipartita bipartita 
Hanna Roland 

Namibia 

Pseudozarba bipartita bipartita 
J.A. Heymans 

Modimolle 

Pseudozarba schencki 
R.M. Tippet 

Northern Cape 

Pseudozarba cupreofascia 
J.M. Van Tonder 

Pretoria 

Ozarba ?? 
Hanna Roland 

Namibia 

Ozarba exempta?? 
Mark Liptrot 

KwaZulu-Natal 
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Phylogenomic trees for beginners (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
You are all familiar with ñtree-of-lifeò arrangements, based on DNA sequences. While a few people 
are sceptical, I donôt share the view that these trees are just another taxonomic tool, with no more 
weighting than wing patterns or genitalia dissections. I foresee a time in the future when trees are 
constructed using entire genomes, considering each individual nucleotide substitution; not only 
that, the phenotypic implications of each substitution (evolutionary step) may be evaluated: 
traditional taxonomic techniques will be completely redundant.  
 
Obviously, we are a long way from this, but I wouldnôt underestimate the power of modern 
phylogenetic analysis, conducted using representative fragments of the nuclear genome. 
Evaluation of large nuclear DNA sequences is the domain of supercomputers and well-funded 
laboratories, but anyone armed with Excel and a laptop can play around with ñshortò sequences of 
up to about 10 000 nucleotides - more than enough for mitochondrial barcodes. 
 
In a very simplified manner, this is how it works (I think)! 
 
Imagine that we have three species, with nucleotide sequences of 10 characters each. The 
ñmatrixò looks like this: 
 

 
 
There are two differences between SEQUENCE B and SEQUENCE A at nucleotide positions 5 
and 7. The difference (pairwise distance or PWD) between them is 2 or, expressed as a 
percentage of the 10 character ñgenomeò, ñ20%ò. Similarly, there are three differences between 
SEQUENCE C and SEQUENCE A (positions 1, 3 and 9) which yields ñ30%ò. 
 
When comparing two butterflies using adult morphology, the differences might be ñvery smallò or 
ñvery bigò: With DNA sequences, we can quantify these comparisons - various researchers would 
arrive at the same numerical result, although their interpretations might vary. 
 
Phylogenomic tree building is not just concerned with ñdifferencesò, but also how one sequence 
ñevolvesò into another: the progression of base-pair substitutions with time. If we take the previous 
example, it might be that SEQUENCE A is ancestral to SEQUENCE B and SEQUENCE C. The 
tree would be represented as follows (note that horizontal lengths of the branches are sometimes 
arranged so that they are proportional to the number of evolutionary steps (2 and 3 respectively in 
this example): 

 
The pairwise distance (PWD) between SEQUENCE B and SEQUENCE C is (2+3)/10 = 50% 
 
The evolutionary order of sequences, and the most parsimonious way of arranging them, are 
decisions best left to a computer! There are numerous analytical solutions, of which Maximum 
Likelihood is the method most frequently adopted with mtDNA barcodes. 
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The above example represents a simple fork, but the arrangement of branches in a phylogenomic 
tree can be very complex, with several possible ways of organizing the branches. In these 
instances, the robustness of the arrangement can be tested, by iteratively replacing columns in the 
nucleotide matrix. In the above example, the contents of column 9 might be copied to column 5 
and the resulting phylogenetic arrangement recalculated. This process is randomly repeated a set 
number of times. If the arrangement of a specific node is always the same, it will receive a 
ñreliability indexò (bootstrap value) of 100%. If half the iterations result in different trees, this value 
will be 50% and so on. 
 
Another important consideration is ñdatingò the tree. While the rate of nucleotide substitutions 
along a branch may not be entirely constant, itôs reasonable to assume that large differences (long 
branches) take longer to develop than short branches. This conjecture is even more reasonable 
when one is looking at relatively similar butterflies. 
 
Several assumptions are made in estimating the time elapsed between evolutionary nodes in a 
tree, and it is quite possible that these assumptions may be wrong. Iôm not sure that this is 
particularly important however: we are concerned with the number of evolutionary steps and 
relative proportions, rather than the actual time periods involved. Using existing taxonomy as a 
guideline, we can calibrate our tree to suit the specific genus or subfamily that we are researching.  
 
For what itôs worth, Iôve produced an Aphnaeinae schedule (with indicative mtDNA barcode 
pairwise distances), as follows: 
 

1/. Family / Subfamily  
14% 

2/. Tribe / Subtribe 
11% 

3/. Genus / Subgenus 
8% 

4/. Group / Subgroup  
5% 

5/. Species / Subspecies  
2% 

 
ñLineageò and ñcladeò fit in category 4, which, for consistency with the other headings, Iôve called 
species ñgroupsò and species ñsubgroupsò.  
 
Should the above schedule be used to resolve taxonomy? Of course not, we are dealing with 
biological entities, not components in a factory.  
 
Can it be used to identify potential discrepancies in existing taxonomy? I believe it can. 
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SCRAPES, SCRATCHES AND CHARAXES - LEKGALAMEETSE PROVINCIAL PARK  

19 to 21 April 2024 (Lourens Erasmus) 
 
It had been over a year since I had last visited my favorite butterflying destination in South Africa 
and this time, I really wanted to share it with the people that matter the most to me, so I invited 
Cidney, Jan Praet, Jay-Tee, Sheena, and Stephen Ball to share in what I hoped would be a 
magical journey. 
 
DAY 1  
THE CURSE OF THE GPS AND MOUNT DOOM  
 
We went in two separate cars as we left from different destinations, and looking back, Stephen 
and Jan made the right choice to leave from Pretoria. The rest of us left our location at around 
6h00 in high spirits, the car was packed, the coffee was served, and I managed to kind of get three 
people that donôt particularly like early mornings excited through various stories and pictures.  One 
thing I did tell them however was that we would under no circumstances take on the Orrie 
Brandwag Pass, but as luck would have it the Gps took us on a detour, and I had never gone 
through Lydenburg before so when I saw the little village just past Ofcalaco I nearly had a heart 
attack. 
 
Here I was faced to face with my arch nemesis once again: The Orrie Brandwag pass.  The most 
dreadful road I have ever faced in my life.  This road always reminds me of the road to hell (not the 
cool Chris Rae song, the actual route to hades, the thing nightmares are made of.) 
Surprisingly the first 3 km were pretty uneventful, but then the nightmare began, around the 4th 
kilometer the rocks turned into boulders and my worst fears were about to get realized.  We got 
stuck and not in a nice way.  Jay had to get out and remove huge rocks from the road, he looked a 
bit like Donkey Kong trying to drop barrels on Mario, he flung a few off the edge of the cliff and we 
couldnôt even hear them drop, not a place a car wants to be at all.  After a lot of swear words and 
prayers he managed to push me free, and we made it up to another 3 km before the next hurdle 
came in the form of cows around a blind corner.  This was frustrating as hell as I had to stop dead 
right next to a thorn tree which did a lot of damage to the car in terms of scratches and the rocks 
took out a small chunk of rubber.  I was extremely annoyed at this point in time, but luckily Sheena 
and Cidney kept me calm and pointed out some Southern Veined Arab (Colotis vesta argillaceus) 
and a couple of Green-veined Emperor (Charaxes candiope) and a lone Cream-striped Swordtail 
(Graphium porthaon porthaon) in the trees. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

View to the west 
Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

The Downs 
Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

River 
Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 
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7 kilometers and an hour and a half later we had a large tree blocking the road,  luckily I had a 
hand axe in the car and one of the locals had a machete, I couldnôt tell if he was more surprised at 
seeing us come up the road with an axe or if it was because he finally had to wake up from his 
sleep to do something. 
 
We finally reached the back gate at 13:30 a full 2 hours later, the security guards told us that they 
had not seen cars for quite a while and that they were very surprised to see us up the mountain in 
a car ñas small as mine.ò  Apparently, they are going to close the road soon, which would be the 
wisest thing someone could ever do, they just need to send the memo to Siri.  By this time the girls 
were sweaty and hungry and well, I couldnôt blame them, a hungry girl is the equivalent to a 
hungry lion, fierce, grumpy, and damn aggressive.  We must have driven past 10-15 Charaxes on 
the way to the chalet and the one time I wanted to stop for a photo I was told: ñyou have the whole 
day tomorrow, I need food.ò  
 
I was not impressed.  Luckily the mood lifted when I saw Jan and Stephen at the camp with smiles 
on their faces and heard that it was a dream come true for both to finally set foot at 
Lekgalameetse.  They were setting up some bait stations along the road while we headed towards 
the waterfall, this proved to be a good idea as we all felt relieved and relaxed and enjoyed the 
sound of the waterfall and the peaceful stream underneath it.  The strangest thing happened next.  
Some lady in a Fortuner came down the hills and warned us that there was a Leopard out and 
about in the hills, something I dismissed as drunk talk, but to our astonishment we saw her just as 
we came around the corner, we were gob smacked.  A rubbish day quickly turned into something 
amazing, she was skittish and headed for the cliffs almost immediately and although it was a brief 
sighting it is a moment that Iôm sure we will all remember for the rest of our lives. 
 
Jay and I were not too phased by the Leopard and decided to do some exploring by the streams 
under the waterfall where we saw a few Dusted Southern Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio 
ophidicephalus transvaalensis), some Southern Mocker Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus cenea) and 
a beautiful Common Mother-of-pearl (Protogoniomorpha parhassus) as well as some White-
banded Sash (Papilio echerioides echerioides).  Jay really marveled at them just as much as I did 
and the joy on his face was just contagious. 
 
As the sun was setting, we made our way back to the cabins and I decided to spend some time 
with Jan and Stephen around the braai and to hear what their first day was like.  Stephen 
described the day in great detail and said they saw some lovely butterflies such as Yellow-banded 
Pansy (Junonia elgiva), Velvet Black Prince (Eriboea ethalion ethalion), Variegated Princess 
(Eriboea achaemenes achaemenes), White Pearl Emperor (Charaxes varanes varanes), Green-
veined Emperor (Charaxes candiope), a Painted Emperor (Charaxes saturnus saturnus) and even 
a Southern White-barred Emperor (Charaxes brutus natalensis) on the way to the cabins.  Two 
very contrasting days.  Jan cooked up a storm and made us a delicious curry and some steak, 
dinner fit for kings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green-veined Emperor 
Charaxes candiope 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Southern Mocker Swallowtail 
Papilio dardanus cenea 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

White Pearl Emperor 
Charaxes varanes varanes 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 
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DAY 2 
SHOPPING, SYLPHS AND HOPPERS 
 
Day two was nothing short of strange, Sheena and Cidney woke up like grizzly bears awaking 
from a winter hibernation in desperate need of nourishment and in particular coffee. A 40 km trip 
that took away another 2 hours of butterflying. 
 
Jay and I were desperate to join Jan and Stephen for a hike around the back of the chalets yet 
that never materialized as we only got back into the park at around 10h30 which was a bit late, 
fortunately Stephen and Jan found a whole lot of Clouded Mother-of-Pearl (Protogoniomorpha 
nebulosa), and a few interesting Swallowtails.  We eventually all decided to head to the waterfall 
together and found lots of good butterflies such as Forest Leopard (Phalanta eurytis eurytis), 
Eastern Variable Diadem (Hypolimnas anthedon wahlbergi), Layman (Amauris albimaculata 
albimaculata), Eastern Variable Imitator (Pseudacraea lucretia expansa), Sailers (Neptis species) 
and various Blues.   
 
Jay and I found some African Clouded Flat (Tagiades flesus) and Eastern Gold-spotted Sylph 
(Metisella metis paris) at the waterfall, two very beautiful butterflies that often get overlooked when 
one is on the hunt for Swallowtails and Swordtails.  We had a really good time and slowly made 
our way up to the hills and the church forest where Jan found a lovely Pirate (Catacroptera 
cloanthe cloanthe) and where we took some nice pictures of where ñno Opel has been twice.ò 
I honestly feel like this car should be in an advert which says, ñOpel Crossland, thereôs no road it 
canôt cross.ò   
 
We drove all the way to the top of the forest yet sadly had more fun driving than butterflying as 
there werenôt many butterflies at the top, but the views were stunning, Sheena and Jay took some 
great pictures of the mountain range and the general landscape, the feeling of Lord of the Rings 
really hit me hard.  These mountains are treacherous but beautiful. 
Our next stop was the guesthouse and the swimming pool which looked more like a frog pond 
than a pool, green and slimy yet somehow fitting and beautiful.  There were even some cool 
skippers in the area, we found what I think are a couple of Banded Hopper (Platylesches picanini) 
as well as White-tail Hopper (Platylesches galesa), two very cute species and not the easiest to 
find.  The sun was setting fast, so we headed back to the chalets and chilled at the rockpools with 
some drinks and delicious boerewors rolls. 

   
  

Transvaal Bush Beauty 
Paralethe dendrophilus junodi 
Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Variegated Princess 
Eriboea achaemenes achaemenes 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Yellow-banded Amber 
Telchinia cabira 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 
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DAY 3  
A CENTURY OF CHARAXES 
 
Day three was one of the most memorable days of my life, we headed out down the sand road 
leading towards the main gate, which was full of various species of Charaxes, by far the most I 
had ever seen in the park.  We saw at least 40 different Charaxes grouped together on some sort 
of dung, Iôm not sure if it was the Leopard dung or maybe Baboon dung, but it looked very similar 
to that of a large dog. 
 
This feeding frenzy was quite mesmerizing, they were all battling it out for the best spot it was 
similar to guys fighting for the last drink at a bar, with some of the battle scars on these Charaxes 
being rather lethal.  The sun was in our faces, so our pictures werenôt that good, but it was still 
awesome to be able to capture the scenes on camera.  Next up was the Waterfall where we 
hoped to get some pictures of Southern Mocker Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus cenea) and 
hopefully a few interesting butterflies, this proved to be great as well as we found some Clouded 
Flat, Gold Spotted Sylphs a whole lot of Sailers, a Eastern Amber Fig-tree Blue (Myrina silenus 
ficedula), a White-barred Amber (Telchinia encedon encedon) and a lot of Eastern Cambridge 
Vagrant (Nepheronia thalassina sinalata).  Our next stop was Stephenôs bait station which was set 
up near the cliff just after the falls, this was also quite fruitful.  We were greeted to a nice faceoff 
between a White Pearl and Southern White Barred Emperor, they were approaching each other 
frantically but just as things looked like they might heat up an unwelcome visitor sped past us and 
scared them off.   A real shame as I was hoping they would flick at each other much as what Steve 
Woodhall showed on Facebook where the Blue-spotted King (Charaxes cithaeron cithaeron) was 
challenging a White Barred Emperor and a flapping war issued.  Maybe next time we will be 
luckier. 
 
As we headed down back to the stream we were greeted by Andrew Mayer and Johan Greyling, 
who had just set up a bait trap; this was a first for Jay Tee and the others so I explained how it 
worked and that it was very efficient for luring Charaxes.  Within minutes we saw some female 
Magoebaskloof Forest King (Charaxes xiphares kenwayi), one was very worn and the other one 
was in a good condition, I managed to get some closed wing shots of the one, and attempted to 
get to a better angle in the hope that she would open her lovely wings, but alas this was not to be, 
she sped off up the cliffs the moment she saw my shadow.  It was fun chasing her and Iôm sure Iôll 
get my female soon enough.  Jay Tee then called me over to the stream to see the most battered 
and bruised Dry Leaf Commodore (Precis tugela tugela) I had ever seen, it was really symbolic of 
our trip, bruised and battered with scars and scrapes all over the place, yet beautiful in every 
sense of the word. 
 

  

Dry Leaf Commodore 
Precis tugela tugela 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Dusky Amber 
Telchinia esebria 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Yellow-banded Pansy 
Junonia elgiva 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 
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All in all, we managed a 108 species, which is a record for me so far, a record that I hope to break 
soon when we head back to the magical mountains of Lekgalameetse Provincial Park for another 
epic adventure. 
 
  Lekgalameetse list 
 
  
 
 

  

Southern Friar 
Amauris niavius dominicanus 
Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Eastern Dotted Border 
Mylothris agathina agathina 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Eastern Variable Imitator 
Pseudacraea lucretia expansa 
Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

African Spotted Sailer 
Neptis saclava marpessa 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Honey Hopper 
Platylesches moritili 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Black-based Acraea 
Stephenia natalica 

Lekgalameetse, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/x740dibq4di5wx9r4myro/Lekgalameetse-Butterfly-List.pdf?rlkey=dzgwkeh0kj94585pc9a4zmat1&dl=0
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Zambia (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
In April / May I took part in a Zambian butterfly expedition with Steve Collins, Colin Congdon, Ian 
Bampton and Peter Ward. Peter and I returned home on 12 May as I had other commitments, but 
the others are currently still in Zambia. 
 
A full trip report, with photos, will be included in Julyôs newsletter. 

 
 

  

Sunset at Elephant Sands, Botswana 
Jeremy Dobson 

Breakfast at Mutinondo, Zambia 
From left to right: Ian Bampton, Colin 
Congdon, Lari Merrett, Steve Collins, 

Peter Ward and Jeremy Dobson 

Ndole Bay Lodge, Lake Tanganyika, 
Zambia 

Jeremy Dobson 

Lilac Tree Nymph 
Sevenia rosa 

Mkushi, Zambia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Naval Leaf Pansy 
Junonia touhilimasa 
Kapishya, Zambia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Fashion Commodore 
Precis pelarga 

Mutinondo, Zambia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Orange Fiery Acraea 
Rubraea eltringhamiana 

Ndole Bay, Zambia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Zambezi Paradise Skipper 
Abantis zambesiaca 
Ndole Bay, Zambia 

Jeremy Dobson 

Eastern Red-disk Mimic Forester 
Euphaedra zaddachii crawshayi 

Kapishya, Zambia 
Jeremy Dobson 
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Highveld Butterfly Club event 
 
The annual Yebbo Gogga exhibition commences at Wits University on Wednesday 15 May. After 
an absence of a few years, LepSoc Africa will once again be represented, thanks to the efforts of 
new Highveld Branch chairperson, Lynn Katsoulis. 
 
If you live in Johannesburg, why not get along and view the various exhibits and perhaps lend a 
hand at the LepSoc Africa stand? 
 
Details will be included in Julyôs newsletter. 

 
LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 
LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 
Metamorphosis journals as well as books such as The 
Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 
Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 
Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 
R175 respectively. 
Please order using the LSA Website 
(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 
 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 
at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 
Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 
and Place Order! 

 
  

BOOKS 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

http://lepsocafrica.org/
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Southern African Moths and their Caterpillars (Hermann Staude, Mike 
Picker and Charles Griffiths) 
 
This is the book that weôve all been waiting for: Southern African Moths and 
their Caterpillars is essential reading for anyone with an interest in lepidoptera.  
 
There are more than 10 000 moth species in Southern Africa. This book 
obviously cannot cover all of them, but it does include most of the moths that 
you are likely to find and provides examples of the ñtypesò of moth found in 
this region. You should be able to identify any moth or caterpillar that you find, 
if not to species level then at least to genus level. 
 
Brief descriptions and distribution maps are included for all species. 

 
Torben Larsenôs The Butterflies of Botswana and their Natural 
History (Steve Collins, Jeremy Dobson and Mark Williams) 
 
This book has been produced from a manuscript prepared by 
the late Torben Larsen and is written in Torbenôs inimitable style. 
All taxonomic details have been thoroughly updated and the 
book includes the latest English names for the 279 species 
recorded from Botswana. All profits ï at least from the first print 
run ï will be donated to LepSoc Africa. 
 
Torbenôs manuscript was based on his findings over the years 
that that he lived in Botswana (1989-1992); he had pretty much 
completed the text in 2006. The manuscript was not illustrated however and there have been 
numerous taxonomic revisions in the interim period. Like many highly intelligent people, Torben 
could be very creative when it came to spelling and grammar: knocking this book into shape has 
been a considerable undertaking and I am very grateful for the assistance of my co-authors, 
especially Mark who edited the text and helped me with the illustrations. To give the book a clean 
and elegant look, we have used a mix of set specimens (taken from Afrotropical Butterflies) and 
ñcut-outò images of live butterflies. 
 
Due to demand, we have reprinted additional copies of the books, which may be ordered from me 
and are on sale for R650 for the regular soft cover or R950 for a hard-cover edition.  
 
Please contact Jeremy Dobson at jchdobson@gmail.com to order your copy.  

 
  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean 
Islands (James Lawrence and Mark Williams) 
 

The Indian Ocean Islands off the coast of Africa contain 391 butterfly 
species, many of which are endemic to the region. This superb book is 
essential reading for anyone interested in African butterflies! 
 
The book is published by Siri Scientific Press and may be purchased 
online (in the UK) for £23.99. 
 
Subject to demand (a minimum of ten orders) James Lawrence will import 
further copies for distribution in South Africa. The final price is subject to 
postage and import charges but should be about R 600 or a little more. 
 
Please contact James Lawrence at phorbanta@gmail.com 

 
 
Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash) 
 
The Dotted Borders have been comprehensively revised. This is an 
essential book for any serious follower of African butterflies. Mark Williams 
said that it is a superb publication: clearly conceived and presented, with 
detailed explanations and motivations for the numerous taxonomic 
revisions.  
 
The book may be ordered online from NHBS in the UK, although Haydon 
has very generously discounted the price to R 1 700 for LepSoc Africa 
members in South Africa, provided there is sufficient demand to justify 
importing another tranche. I have a single copy available at present. 
 
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy; you can 
pay me directly in Rand and Iôll reimburse Haydon in GBP. Iôll deliver to 
Gauteng residents and will make arrangements with buyers from other areas. 

 
Butterflies of the Levant: Volume 2 (Dubi Benyamini) 
 
This is the first in a planned four-volume series, and covers three families: 
Swallowtails, Whites and Skippers. 
 
In addition to countless photographs, the work has drawn upon resources 
the world over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera 
and their biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider 
area. 
 
I have three copies of this book left, so please contact me at 
jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy. The books are on sale for  
R 1 600. 

 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-3/phorbanta@gmail.com
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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Butterflies of the Levant: Volume 3 (Dubi Benyamini) 
 
This is the second book in the series (the volumes are not being published 
in sequential order) and covers the family Nymphalidae. 
 
As for Volume 2 (above), the work has drawn upon resources the world 
over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera and their 
biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider area. 
 
I have two copies of this book for sale at R 2 350. Please contact me at 
jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy. 

 
Moths of Africa ï Volume 2 (Hermann Hacker) 
 
In February 2021 the second volume of the book-series Moths of 
Africa was published. The book is a review of the African Erebidae 
subfamilies Rivulinae, Hypeninae, Herminiinae and Hypenodinae. 
 
Compiled by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from LepSoc 
Africa members Ralf Fiebig, Dirk Stadie and Hermann Staude. 
 
The book may be purchased for ú 165. 
 

hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de 

 
Moths of Africa ï Volume 3 (Hermann Hacker) 
 
Moths of Africa, Volume 3 (Acontiinae) has been published; the 
authors are Hermann Hacker, Ralf Fiebig, Barry Goater, Hans-Peter 
Schreier and Dirk Stadie. 
 
Dirk and Ralf will be familiar to those of you who attended LepSoc 
Africaôs Madagascar Lepidoptera Workshop in April 2018. 
 
The book is available through NHBS in the UK for £ 275. Iôll see if we 
can import a batch to South Africa in the not-too-distant future. 

 
Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa 
(Steve Woodhall) 
 
Fully revised, the new edition of Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa 
features all of South Africaôs 671 butterfly species. This popular guide 
includes newly described species and subspecies, and the most recent 
taxonomic changes based on DNA studies. 

 
Butterflies of South Africa 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-5/hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za/book/field-guide-butterflies-south-africa/9781775845874
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Bring Butterflies back to your Garden 
(Charles and Julia Botha)  
 
Awarded a University of KwaZulu-Natal Book Prize, Bring Butterflies back 
to your Garden highlights the contribution people can make to nature by 
providing food for caterpillars, instead of trying to eliminate them. 
 
It provides descriptions of over 500 plants, which have been selected by 
the butterflies themselves! 
 
The book was published by the Botanical Society, and you should find it at 
most National Botanical Gardens. It may be ordered from the Flora & 
Fauna Publications Trust info@floratrust.co.za and is on sale for only 
R150, excluding post and packaging. 
 
Steve Woodhall reviewed the book ï his summary can be viewed here: 
 

Bring Butterflies back to your Garden 
 

 
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins and other entomological supplies. 
 
David Horne has requested a spot in ñCollectors Cornerò. 
Davidôs business, ñMad Hornet Entomological Suppliesò, carry a range 
of entomological equipment. David is interested to hear which 
items are required by collectors and breeders, so that he may procure 
supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability. 
 
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies 
CC) 

www.madhornet.co.za 
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za 

 
076 563 2084 

 

  

COLLECTORS CORNER 

mailto:info@floratrust.co.za
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/xqhpezaz9k1qc1apupmmx/Bring-Butterflies-Back-to-your-Garden-review-for-Botsoc.pdf?rlkey=uiq9zccitbl7n6dvrzmw9heam&dl=0
mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com
http://www.madhornet.co.za/
mailto:ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
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LepSoc Africa have complied a database, derived from the checklist contained in the Afrotropical 
Butterflies encyclopaedia. 
 
The Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) recently adopted the Afrotropical Butterflies 
taxonomic list and LepiMAP and iNaturalist have followed suit. The Afrotropical Butterflies lists will 
be a regular feature in ABN, and the latest lists, plus news regarding recent taxonomic revisions, 
will be included in each edition. 
 
There have been a few taxonomic changes in the last two months; refer to LATEST NEWS. Also, 
new common names have been added (refer to ñEnglish Names for Afrotropical Butterfliesò 
elsewhere in this newsletter). 
 

ATB Checklist 
 

The late Mark Williams prepared a comprehensive list of synonyms, which can be viewed via the 
following link:  

 

Synonyms 
 
These will be incorporated into the ATB database, along with fields for countries and SA 
provinces. Once complete, it will be possible to generate a butterfly-checklist for any African 
country (or SA province) at the press of a button. To date only South Africa and Botswana have 
been completed. 
 

Regional Lists 
 
At around the same time as the ñCountryò field has been populated, we hope to complete a 
comprehensive list of English common names (refer to ñEnglish Names for African Butterfliesò 
elsewhere in this newsletter). All members of LepSoc Africa can contribute to this work ï if you 
see a relevant taxonomic paper, or spot errors or omissions in the list, please contact me at 
jchdobson@gmail.com although before you do so, Iôd recommend checking the list of synonyms 
above. 
 

COPYRIGHT & LICENSING 
The Afrotropical Butterflies database belongs to the Lepidopteristsô Society of Africa. You 
may use these lists in terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which allows 
users to copy, distribute and transmit the work, provided LepSoc Africa is credited.  

 
  

AFROTROPICAL BUTTERFLIES DATABASE 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gjo3of632b61e89x9xkdv/ATB-CHECKLIST.xlsx?dl=0&rlkey=fabc1fwr2tmmhtdlv7cox3mm6
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/nfc437udozo79iaflwj8t/AFROTROPICAL-BUTTERFLY-SYNONYMS.pdf?dl=0&rlkey=is3nmlsjss132hvzfk7vai5om
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/rdg2qqdp8d63jxdupvh8w/REGIONAL-CHECKLISTS.xlsx?dl=0&rlkey=53x67rsfly9qjz75epcsuh8hj
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
There are now only two genera that do not have a complete list of English common names, and 
we hope to complete these before Julyôs newsletter is circulated. These are: 
 

Ornipholidotos 
Pilodeudorix 

 
The English Names panel met on 19 March and 03 April and reviewed Iolaus and the remaining 
members of the Aphnaeinae subfamily respectively.   
 
A link to the current ñprovisionalò list is attached below. Note that these names are by no means 
final but have been ñbankedò to allow us to move on to other groups.  
   

English Names ï Provisional List May 2024 
 

There are currently 6 564 African butterfly taxa. Of these, 4 991 names are on the ñProvisional 
Listò (76,0%) while a further 1 432 (21,8%) taxa have been ñNamedò. ñNamedò only applies in 
instances where an entire genus has been completed ï other names have no status. In other 
words, we have provisional or proposed names for 6 423 taxa (97,9%). 
 
The ñnamingò process is nearly complete, but the panel reviews take time: I guess we will 
complete our list sometime in 2025. Iôd like to post this list on the LSA website for a six-month 
period, during which comments or alternatives will be called for. All the alternative names must be 
accompanied by a brief motivation. 
 
The next stage will be publication of all the names for which alternatives have been submitted, 
along with their respective motivations. These names will be subjected to a vote by the entire 
LepSoc Africa membership - the incumbent name will be retained in the case of a tie. Depending 
on the number of ñalternativesò received, I hope that we can publish our final list in 
Metamorphosis, early in 2026. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for Afrotropical 
Papilionoidea; this list will be published in Metamorphosis, once it has been completed (this 
will only be in about 3-yearsô time, unless I receive significant assistance). Afrotropical 
Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, although these extend only to 
species level. More than 70% of African butterflies did not previously have English names. 

2. To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts - 
in other words, most butterfly enthusiasts!  

3. It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of English 
butterfly names (we are merely writing the African chapter): the names need to take 
cognizance of butterfly names used elsewhere in the world. 

 
  

PROJECTS 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/81p4pltcz1kuvolz4knkn/Approved-names-May-2024.xlsx?rlkey=lywhcxhtffihq47ie75sy9wyy&dl=0
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GUIDELINES 
 

1. If possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, size, 
shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.  

2. In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised 
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if possible. Annotation such as 
ñCommonò or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that 
the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; ñNorthernò is unlikely to be an apt name 
for a South African taxon, unless as a distinction between northern and southern 
subspecies. 

3. Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although 
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a 
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to 
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus 
entabeni) for example.  

 
METHOD AND PROGRAM 

Phase 1 ï Compilation of Placeholder list 
1. An initial checklist of ñplaceholdersò will be compiled. This includes the latest, published 
English names (including, for SA taxa, those in Steve Woodhallôs new book), plus the 
suggested names that have been previously listed in ABN - the highlighted genera in the 
tables below. 

2. Everyone is welcome to compile lists of placeholder names, but please donôt re-do the 
names that have been listed already ï that step relates to the review process (see Phase 2 
below). For consistency, entries must include names for each representative of an African 
genus. In instances where there is a current ñplaceholderò, the proposed name will be listed 
as an alternative proposal under your name. 

3. I have committed to ñpublishingò a full list of species within six genera in each edition of 
ABN. Names have been proposed for 339 genera so far, which means we only have three 
remaining, which should be complete by Mayôs newsletter. 

 
Phase 2 ï Review, revision and finalization of the list 

1. Once we have a full list of ñplaceholdersò and alternative proposals, the review, approval or 
revision of names can commence. While we are unlikely to achieve consensus in all 
instances, the process will be as democratic as possible. Placeholder names should be 
changed if a) they are incorrect, misleading or do not follow the guidelines, or b) by 
replacement, by an alternative proposal, by a simple majority of votes by the accredited 
ñJudgesò; in the event of a tie, the existing Placeholder will remain. 

2. While this review process can commence at any time, it should probably only be concluded 
once all the names within a family - or at the very least, within a subfamily - have been 
completed. 

The highlighted genera have been ñpublishedò: (green in this newsletter and yellow in previous 
editions; those highlighted in grey have been ñapprovedò). There are currently 6 564 taxa on the 
Afrotropical butterfly list, in 342 genera. We have full lists of proposed names for butterflies in 340 
genera (99,4%). The proposed names listed in this edition of ABN are Pentila (81 taxa),  
 
A link is attached below: 

 
  Proposed names for May 2024  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mj9l0r9y7f97qbkru1hgh/Proposed-names-May-2024.xlsx?rlkey=5yrkxutlrmc7g57g9i412n2av&dl=0
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Euphaedra Forester 351  Platylesches Hopper 27 

Charaxes Emperor 249  Precis Commodore 27 

Iolaus Sapphire 182  Afriodinia Judy 26 

Bebearia Dryad 170  Geritola Light Flash 26 

Mylothris Dotted Border 163  Iridana Sapphire Gem 26 

Lepidochrysops Giant Cupid 158  Sarangesa Elfin 26 

Papilio Swallowtail 158  Sevenia Tree Nymph 26 

Cymothoe Glider 153  Ypthima Ringlet 26 

Eriboea Emperor 148  Coeliades Policeman 25 

Telchinia Amber 133  Cerautola Tailed Flash 24 

Bicyclus Bush Brown 125  Gorgyra Leaf Sitter  24 

Euriphene Nymph 108  Hypolimnas Diadem 24 

Anthene Hairtail 107  Mimeresia Harlequin 24 

Neptis Sailer 105  Pseudathyma False Sailer 24 

Liptena Liptena 104  Appias Albatross 23 

Colotis Tip 94  Falcuna Marble 23 

Apallaga Orange Sprite 89  Metisella Sylph  23 

Cephetola Dark Flash 81  Brakefieldia Patroller 22 

Pentila Spotted Buff 81  Dixeia Small White 22 

Ornipholidotos Glasswing 76  Capys Protea 21 

Aloeides Russet 75  Neocoenyra Round-eyes 21 

Chrysoritis Opal 70  Ceratrichia Forest Sylph 20 

Heteropsis Low-eye 70  Cupidesthes Tufted Hairtail 20 

Graphium Swordtail 68  Eresina Tree Buff 20 

Amauris Friar 66  Pseudonympha Brown 20 

Neurellipes Blotted Hairtail 65  Tetrarhanis On-off 20 

Pilodeudorix Blue Playboy 65  Aphysoneura Bamboo Ringlet 19 

Belenois Caper White 62  Stugeta Marbled Sapphire 19 

Stempfferia Sapphire Flash 60  Chloroselas Gem 18 

Pseudacraea Imitator 52  Eicochrysops Ash Blue 18 

Aslauga Goblin 51  Eresiomera Pearly 18 

Cigaritis Silverline 48  Ernsta Sandman 18 

Rubraea Acraea 48  Euryphura Commander 18 

Bematistes Wanderer 47  Harpendyreus Mountain Blue 18 

Aphnaeus Highflier 45  Leptotes Zebra Blue 18 

Euptera Pilot 44  Thermoniphas Chalk Blue 18 

Abantis Paradise Skipper 39  Tildia Acraea 18 

Telipna Telipna 39  Acleros Dusky Dart 17 

Lachnocnema Woolly Legs 38  Galerga Bamboo Dart 17 

Strabena High-eye 37  Hewitsonia Tiger Flash 17 

Stephenia Acraea 36  Paradeudorix Fairy Playboy 17 

Deudorix Playboy 35  Andronymus Dart 16 

Hypolycaena Fairy Hairstreak 35  Artitropa Night-fighter 16 

Micropentila Dots 35  Gegenes Dodger 16 

Thestor Skolly 35  Hypophytala Banded Flash 16 

Junonia Pansy 34  Tuxentius Pie 16 

Acraea Acraea 33  Eretis Elf 15 

Alaena Zulu 33  Euxanthe Emperor 15 

Uranothauma Heart 32  Osmodes White-spots 15 

Euchrysops Smoky Blue 31  Borbo Swift 14 

Pseudaletis Fantasy 31  Kedestes Ranger 14 

Triclema Zebra Hairtail 29  Leptosia Spirit 14 

Axiocerses Scarlet 28  Tarucus Pierrot 14 

Baliochila Mottled Buff 28  Terias Grass Yellow 14 

Eagris Flat 28  Viridixes Emperor 14 

Mimacraea Acraea Mimic 28  Laodice Emperor 13 

Celaenorrhinus Black Sprite 27  Leptomyrina Black-eye 13 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Nepheronia Vagrant 13  Phasis Arrowhead 6 

Nervia Painted Ranger 13  Pontia Meadow White 6 

Palla Sentinel 13  Setechin Emperor 6 

Polyura Emperor 13  Tagiades Clouded Flat  6 

Stygionympha Hillside Brown 13  Torynesis Veined Widow 6 

Willema Sylph  13  Tsitana Sylph  6 

Myrina Fig-tree Blue  12  Zophopetes Palm Night-fighter 6 

Obania Obania 12  Aterica Glade Nymph 5 

Orachrysops Cupid 12  Byblia Joker 5 

Paronymus Missile 12  Chilades Jewel 5 

Vanessa Admiral 12  Danaus Tiger 5 

Caenides Recluse 11  Dotta Spangled Ranger 5 

Trimenia Silver-spotted Copper  11  Epitola Splendour 5 

Cacyreus Bronze 10  Euploea Crow 5 

Colias Clouded Yellow 10  Evena Pathfinder 5 

Eurytela Piper 10  Gnophodes Evening Brown 5 

Gretna Twilight Skipper  10  Hovala Malagasy Sylph 5 

Pteroteinon Red-eye  10  Isoteinon Dark Ranger 5 

Azanus Babul Blue 9  Libythea Snout 5 

Chondrolepis Snow-horned Skipper 9  Melphinyet Forest Swift  5 

Cooksonia Tiger Mimic  9  Paronymus Large Dart  5 

Deloneura Citrine 9  Physcaeneura Webbed Ringlet 5 

Issoria Fritillary 9  Pinacopteryx Zebra White 5 

Lipaphnaeus Silver Speckle 9  Protogoniomorpha Mother-of-Pearl 5 

Oboronia Ginger Blue 9  Pseudopontia Ghost 5 

Oxylides False Head 9  Spalgis Apefly 5 

Pardaleodes Trailblazer 9  Tirumala Monarch 5 

Scopulifera Orange Sprite 9  Actizera Rayed Blue 4 

Semalea Silky Skipper 9  Agyllia Sandman 4 

Citrinophila Lemon Buff 8  Ampittia Ranger 4 

Durbania Rocksitter 8  Apaturopsis Empress 4 

Euliphyra Witch 8  Argyrocheila Fairy Buff 4 

Fulda Malagasy Hopper 8  Cassionympha Dancing Brown 4 

Helna Dusky Buff 8  Cnodontes Plain Buff 4 

Leona Large Recluse  8  Coenyropsis Shadefly 4 

Neita Large Ringlet 8  Cupidopsis Meadow Blue 4 

Tarsocera Spring Widow 8  Dapidodigma Virgin 4 

Teriomima Yellow Buff 8  Durbaniella Rocksitter 4 

Antanartia Admiral 7  Erikssonia Sunset Copper 4 

Ariadne Castor 7  Etesiolaus Green Sapphire 4 

Calleagris Milky Flat 7  Euthecta Small Buff 4 

Dingana Speckled Widow 7  Fresna Missile 4 

Dingana Widow 7  Haydonia Evening Brown 4 

Hemiolaus Hairstreak 7  Hewitola Foliate Flash 4 

Larinopoda Pearl Buff 7  Hypomyrina Orange Playboy 4 

Salamis Leaf-beauty 7  Lennia Large Recluse  4 

Spialia Sandman 7  Lissia Hermit 4 

Syrmoptera False Head 7  Lycaena Copper 4 

Teracolus Tip 7  Megalopalpus Harvester 4 

Torbenia Glasswing 7  Monza Grass Skipper  4 

Argemma Forest Sylph 6  Neptidopsis False Sailer 4 

Dira Autumn Widow 6  Ortholexis Scarce Sprite 4 

Epitolina Dusty 6  Paralethe Bush Beauty 4 

Fresna Acraea Hopper  6  Parasiomera Harlequin 4 

Hypoleucis Oblique Skipper 6  Parnara Watchman 4 

Melphina Forest Swift 6  Parosmodes Orange 4 

Phalanta Leopard 6  Pseuderesia Harlequin 4 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Saribia Malagasy Judy 4  Paternympha Small Ringlet 2 

Teniorhinus Small Fox 4  Pelopidas Branded Swift 2 

Toxochitona Fluttering Buff 4  Procampta Dark Elf 2 

Trida Ranger 4  Pseudoneptis Blue Sailer 2 

Vanessula Ladyôs Maid 4  Ptelina Bordered Buff 2 

Zeritis Checkered Gem 4  Rhabdomantis Large Fox 2 

Brephidium Pygmy Blue 3  Sape Elfin 2 

Catopsilia Migrant 3  Tekliades Policeman 2 

Coenyra Shadefly 3  Triskelionia Tricerate Elfin 2 

Crudaria Grey 3  Xanthonymus Yellow Disc 2 

Cyrestis Map 3  Zizeeria Grass Blue 2 

Eresinopsides Mottled Tree Buff 3  Aeropetes Mountain Beauty 1 

Euchloe Green-striped White 3  Afrodryas Autumn-leaf Vagrant  1 

Flandria Forest Sylph 3  Argynnis Fritillary 1 

Gamia Grand Skipper 3  Argyraspodes Silver-spotted Copper 1 

Hallelesis Eyelet 3  Batelusia Pin-stripe 1 

Harma Angular Glider 3  Birabiro Jewel 1 

Kakumia Ant Buff 3  Calopieris Desert Beauty 1 

Kallimoides African Leaf 3  Carcharodus Mallow Sandman 1 

Luthrodes Jewel 3  Catochrysops Shiny Blue 1 

Malaza Underwing 3  Congdonia Plain Buff 1 

Melitaea False Fritillary 3  Crudaria Spangled Grey 1 

Mesoxantha Druryôs Delight 3  Ducarmeia Evening Brown 1 

Monile Beaded Hairtail 3  Durbaniopsis Rocksitter 1 

Phytala Giant Flash 3  Erionota Banana Skipper 1 

Pieris Cabbage White 3  Euryphaedra Pointed Nymph 1 

Prosopalpus Dwarf Skipper 3  Galerga Yellow Disc 1 

Pseudanaphaeis Caper White 3  Gideona Pointed Tip 1 

Pseudonacaduba Lineblue 3  Gyrogra Leaf Sitter  1 

Teratoneura Isabella 3  Hamanumida Guineafowl 1 

Tylopaedia King Copper  3  Herila Woodland Trailblazer 1 

Zenonia Spotted Hopper 3  Hipparchia Grayling 1 

Zintha Pierrot 3  Katreus Giant Sprite 1 

Acada Axehead 2  Kipepeo Jewel 1 

Aethiopana White-streaked Flash 2  Kumothales Congo Nymph 1 

Alenia Dancer 2  Lampides Pea Blue 1 

Balenga Twilight Skipper  2  Lepella Central Sylph 1 

Bettonula Brown Sprite 2  Mallika Sapphire Leaf  1 

Brusa Marbled Swift 2  Mashunoides Marsh Ringlet 1 

Catacroptera Pirate 2  Meza Missile 1 

Cynandra Brilliant Nymph 2  Moltena Strelitzia Night-fighter 1 

Elphinstonia Green-striped White 2  Neoepitola Odd Flash 1 

Elymnias Palmfly 2  Noctulana Brown Forest Swift 1 

Eronia Vine-leaf Vagrant 2  Pardopsis Polka Dot 1 

Euryphurana Noble Commander 2  Pharmacophagus Swallowtail 1 

Freyeria Jewel 2  Ploetzia Malagasy Night-fighter 1 

Gomalia Marbled Sandman  2  Powellana Striped Flash 1 

Hollandus Pointed Trailblazer 2  Pseudargynnis Leopard Nymph 1 

Kobelana Dark Flat 2  Pseudoneaveia White Dip 1 

Lachnoptera Leopard 2  Smerina Leopard 1 

Lafron Sorrel Copper 2  Tumerepedes Citrine 1 

Lasiommata Wall Brown 2  Ydeali Emperor 1 

Mashuna Marsh Ringlet 2  Ypthimomorpha Five-ring 1 

Melampias Boland Brown 2  Zingha Emperor 1 

Melanitis Evening Brown 2  Zizina Clover Blue 1 

Neaveia False White 2  Zizula Gaika Blue 1 

Osphantes Lobed Skipper  2    6564 
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Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens 
 
Garden Route (George) (Dave Edge) 
 
Dave visited the Garden Route Botanical Garden during on 30 March and recorded 11 species, 
including Silver-bottom Brown (Pseudonympha magus). 
 
The total number of butterfly species currently stands at 55. 
 
Harold Porter (Graham Henning) 
 
Graham visited Harold Porter on 29 March and 29 April and recorded 10 and 12 species 
respectively. Water Opal (Chrysoritis palmus palmus) was recorded in March. 
 .  
The total number of butterfly species for Harold Porter stands at 47. 
 
Kirstenbosch (Fanie Rautenbach) 
 
Fanie visited Kirstenbosch on 29 March and 14 April and recorded 13 and 14 species respectively. 
Marchôs visit included the first sighting of Cape Autumn Widow (Dira clytus clytus) this season.  
 
The Kirstenbosch butterfly checklist stands at 39 species.  
 
KwaZulu-Natal Botanical Garden (Corrina Naidoo) 
  
Corrina visited KZN on 09 March; she recorded 27 species, including Grey Smoky Blue 
(Euchrysops malathana), which is a new record for KZN Botanical Garden.  
 
KZN holds second place in the National Botanical Garden butterfly-checklists, with 134 species. 

 
  

Southern African Caper White 
Belenois creona severina 

Pietermaritzburg, KZN 
Corrina Naidoo 

Eastern Pointed Caper White 
Pseudanaphaeis gidica abyssinica 

Pietermaritzburg, KZN 
Corrina Naidoo 

Wandering Donkey Acraea 
Acraea neobule 

Pietermaritzburg, KZN 
Corrina Naidoo 
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Lowveld (Christopher Willis) 
 
Christopher surveyed the Lowveld Botanical Garden, Mbombela on 02 March (43 species) and 
again on 27 April (35 species). Aprilôs visit included a new record for Lowveld: Blue-spotted King 
(Charaxes cithaeron cithaeron).  
 
Lowveld retains first place in the Botanical Gardenôs ñraceò with 135 butterflies, one more than 
KZN. 

 
Pretoria (Hennie Vermaak) 
 
Hennie Vermaak has recovered sufficiently from his heel injury to resume surveys of Pretoria 
Botanical Garden.  
 
He recorded 22 species on 28 April, including Purple-brown Hairstreak (Hypolycaena philippus 
philippus) and White-barred Amber (Telchinia encedon encedon) ï first Pretoria records for the 
2023 ï 2024 season. Hennie recorded two new species for the Pretoria checklist in May, but these 
will be covered in Julyôs newsletter. 
  
The Pretoria butterfly checklist stands at 80 species; it was 60 when Hennie commenced his 
monthly surveys.  
 
  

Grey Smoky Blue 
Euchrysops malathana 
Pietermaritzburg, KZN 

Corrina Naidoo 

Variable Bush Brown 
Bicyclus safitza safitza 
Pietermaritzburg, KZN 

Corrina Naidoo 

Eastern Amber Fig-tree Blue 
Myrina silenus ficedula 
Pietermaritzburg, KZN 

Corrina Naidoo 
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Walter Sisulu (Jeremy Dobson and Lourens Erasmus) 
 
I visited Walter Sisulu Botanical Garden (WSBG) on 5 March and recorded 36 species, including 
my one and only sighting of Pale Painted Ranger (Nervia nerva nerva) this season. There were a 
couple of Black-based Acraea (Stephenia natalica) ï not exactly rare, but a butterfly that is 
encountered sporadically in Gauteng. Not a single Pioneer Caper White (Belenois aurota) was 
recorded. 
 

 
By 02 April numbers had reduced to 27 species; nothing too special but I found Rocky Hillside 
Brown (Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi) for the first time at WSBG this season. Grassland 
Woolly Legs (Lachnocnema durbani) were common. 
  

Velvet-spotted Babul Blue 
Azanus ubaldus 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Glitter Silverline 
Cigaritis natalensis 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Black-based Acraea 
Stephenia natalica 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Pale Painted Ranger 
Nervia nerva nerva 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Garden Commodore 
Precis archesia archesia 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Spotted-eye Small Ringlet 
Paternympha narycia 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Grassland Woolly Legs 
Lachnocnema durbani 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Rocky Hillside Brown 
Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

African Blue Pansy 
Junonia orithya madagascariensis 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 
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Progress is being tracked graphically, using the same principles adopted in the Butterfly Index 
(refer to the following article). Initially, I used ñBiome Factorsò to compensate for regional butterfly 
abundance at the various Gardens, but these have subsequently been changed to ñLocality 
Factorsò, which relate to the number of butterflies recorded from the Garden under consideration. 

The number of species observed during the course of a single dayôs visit is converted to an 
Abundance Index (Ax) using the following formula: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * LF)) 1/1.5 

Where ñnò is the number of species observed and ñLFò is a locality factor, obtained from the 
following table: 

GARDEN CHECKLIST FACTOR (LF) 

George 55 34,4% 

Harold Porter 47 29,4% 

Kirstenbosch 39 24,4% 

KwaZulu-Natal 134 83,8% 

Lowveld 135 84,4% 

Pretoria 80 50,0% 

Walter Sisulu 114 71,3% 

 
These locality factors will change, as we acquire more data, but the idea is to compare relative 
butterfly abundance at our National Butterfly Gardens on a like-for-like basis. 
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A record summary for the 2023 ï 2024 season is indicated below (Kirstenbosch is currently in the 
lead, in terms of index scores)!  
 

 
 

 
 

Average indexes since the commencement of butterfly-monitoring of the National Botanical 
Gardens are indicated below.  

 

 

n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax

Garden Route 5 2,3 1 1 10 3 8 2,8 1 1 11 3,2 1 1 1

Harold Porter 2 1,8 3 2 4 2,2 6 2,6 6 2,6 8 3 3 2 13 3,7 10 3,3 12 3,6 1 1

Kirstenbosch 1 1,6 4 2,4 5 2,6 9 3,4 10 3,6 13 4,1 12 3,9 11 3,7 13 4,1 14 4,2 1 1

KwaZulu-Natal 11 2,2 14 2,4 15 2,5 1 18 2,7 1 27 3,2 1 1 1

Lowveld 30 3,3 31 3,4 41 3,9 31 3,4 31 3,4 29 3,3 38 3,7 41 3,9 43 4 35 3,6 1 1

Pretoria 7 2,3 8 2,4 11 2,7 15 3,1 20 3,5 1 23 3,8 1 1 22 3,7 1 1

Walter Sisulu 19 2,9 26 3,4 27 3,4 29 3,5 35 3,9 36 3,9 40 4,2 34 3,8 36 3,9 27 3,4 1 1

Mar Apr May Jun

2023 - 2024 SEASON

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb
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South African Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
The SA Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018 
(Iôve added ñSAò to the title, as another Butterfly Index has commenced in the UK). Supplementing 
this project, LepSoc Africa are conducting butterfly-surveys of several National Botanical Gardens, 
which is incorporated into the Butterfly Index data if there are no ñbetterò scores. 
 
We have now completed six years of butterfly surveys. For clarity, the scores for the first five years 
have been averaged (red line) and 2023 is indicated in blue. In addition, there is a hypothetical 
ñidealò (black line).  

No real trends have emerged yet, other than that butterfly abundance in the summer months is 
significantly less than ñidealò whereas in winter the numbers are generally higher!  

2024 (green) is generally a bit behind 2023 (blue). 

 

For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species seen at a single locality in a single day. If 
your survey is superficial (less than 1-hour in duration) or based on observations from a suburban 
garden or a farm, please let me know and Iôll multiply the number obtained by 1.5. 
 
Steve Woodhallôs Butterfly App is a great way of saving butterfly checklists. If you forward me lists, 
I will ensure that they are submitted to LepiBase and that the records are included with our annual 
provincial data submissions. 
 
For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 
represents the species-count from a site and F is the relevant percentage factor from the Biome or 
Locality table: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

Biome factors (Fb) are indicated in the table below. In instances where records are obtained from 
a locality with an established checklist, Locality factors (Fl) are used instead. 
 

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Butterfly Index - 2024

IDEAL 2018-2022 2023 2024



43 
 

 
 
Methodology  
 
1/. Each province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is 
unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces. 
 
2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 
province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 
superfamily (traditional butterflies). 
 
3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single province, the highest 
rating will be used.  
 
Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 
 
  

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >79 >59 >39 >27 >19 >20 >59

4 Good 52 to 79 39 to 59 26 to 39 19 to 27 13 to 19 13 to 20 39 to 59

3 Average 29 to 51 21 to 38 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 21 to 38

2 Poor 10 to 28 7 to 21 5 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 7 to 21

1 Very Poor Ò9 Ò7 Ò4 Ò3 Ò2 Ò2 Ò7

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX
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Objectives 
 
1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 
2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  
3/. To compare current butterfly-counts with historical benchmarks 
 
Data ï March and April: 
 

 
 
LF in the Biome field refers to a Locality Factor, which are used when the number of species from 
a given locality are well documented; other abbreviations are as per the Abundance Factor table. 
 
Summarized Butterfly Index data ï 2024: 
 

  

  

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3,9 36 WSBG LF Jeremy Dobson 3,4 27 WSBG LF Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 4,1 54 Krantzkloof L.S. Mark Liptrot 4,2 65 Kloof L.S. Steve Woodhall

Limpopo 5,5 75 Strydpoortberg H.S. Jeremy Dobson

Mpumalanga 4,4 53 Loding LF Jeremy Dobson 3,6 35 Lowveld B.G. LF Christopher Willis

Western Cape 4,1 13 Kirstenbosch LF Fanie Rautenbach 4,2 14 Kirstenbosch LF Fanie Rautenbach

Eastern Cape

Northern Cape

Southern Cape 3,2 11 Garden Route B. G. LF Dave Edge

North West

Free State

Lesotho

Swaziland

PROVINCE

2024

MAR APR

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 4,2 3,8 3,9 3,4

KwaZulu-Natal 2,7 2,7 4,1 4,2

Limpopo 0 0 5,5

Mpumalanga 3,7 4,9 4,4 3,6

Western Cape 3,9 3,7 4,1 4,2

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0 3,2

North West 0 0

Free State 3,4 3,3

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE
2024 - SUMMARY
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LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and setting priorities. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum. 
  

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/ 
 

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to:  
 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 

 
Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
The third volume of the CRG results has been published in Metamorphosis: Volume 31 / 3. 
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/ 
 

 
COREL 
 
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) is a joint LepSoc AfricaïBrenton Blue 
Trust project to secure the survival of our threatened butterfly and moth species. 
 
If you would like to assist COREL in any capacity, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below: 
 

COREL - Structure and guidelines 
  

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

 

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dhewypd72x322la/Reorganisation%20of%20the%20COREL%20programme.pdf?dl=0
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Thestor Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Fanie Rautenbach has produced distribution maps for all currently described Thestor species, 
based on the LepiMAP records. These maps, updated as necessary, will be included in the 
forthcoming Thestor paper. 
 
You can view Fanieôs maps via the following link: 
 

Thestor distribution maps 
 
Unless there are a few specimens stored in peopleôs deep freezes that Iôm unaware of, it doesnôt 
look like weôve done very well this season - We may require a further season of collecting. 
 
Remember that Iôd also like to obtain samples of other southern African Miletinae: 
 

Aslauga australis, Lachnocnema bibulus, Lachnocnema durbani and Lachnocnema laches. 
 
Spialia Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Johan Greyling is to sponsor a plate of Spialia samples for mtDNA COI sequencing. By Spialia, I 
include the recently erected genera Agyllia and Ernsta. Please try and collect samples of these 
butterflies! As noted under LATEST NEWS, Riley Gott is going to assist me with this project. 
 
We are trying to establish the overall relatedness of various Spialia (and associated genera) and 
at the same time, look out for new species. We will focus primarily on Southern African taxa; 
currently, the only ñmissingò South African species is Confusing Sandman (Ernsta confusa 
confusa). 
 
We intend to include samples of Gegenes and Platylesches in the ñSpialiaò plate. 

 
  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/dskjxrtnuv3km5j5ivf9b/Thestor-Distribution-maps.pdf?rlkey=gbiekl7b577831af7mniu9gyc&dl=0
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson)  
 
Iôve prepared a draft document for CLUSTER D (The Apricot, Plain and Speckled Russets), which 
covers the Aranda and Taikosama Groups. The text is in the approximate format that Iôd like to 
use for the remainder of the Aloeides paper and is currently being reviewed by my co-authors. 
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Metamorphosis  
 
Jonathan Colville has taken over Dave Edgeôs role as Editor of Metamorphosis from January. 
Andrew Noss is the Copy Editor. There are vacancies for an Editor (Butterflies) and an Editor 
(Moths); please contact Dave, Jonathan or me if you are interested. 
 
Metamorphosis Volume 33 (2022) is on sale to LepSoc Africa members for R 220 (R 260 for non-
members). This is a compilation of articles, taxonomic papers and notes published online by 
Metamorphosis during 2022. 
 
For more details, view the Metamorphosis section of the LepSoc Africa website under the 
Publications tab (lepsocafrica.org) 
 
Please order hard copies using the online shop (https://lepsocafrica.org/) or contact Dave at 
orachrysops@gmail.com. 
 

2023 
 
Articles in Metamorphosis Vol 34: 
 

¶ Four new African species in genus Coccothera Meyrick, 1914 (Lepidoptera: Tortricidae: 
Grapholitini). 

Knud Larsen 
 

¶ New data and species of Ethmiidae (Lepidoptera: Gelechioidea) from the Afrotropical 
Region. 

Wolfram Mey 
 

¶ Studies on Crambidae III: New genus of Pyraustinae for the Afrotropical region. 
(Lepidoptera: Pyraloidea: Crambidae: Pyraustinae). 

Koen Maes 
 

¶ Colotis lais (Butler, 1876) and Colotis euippe omphale (Godart, [1819]) use Cadaba aphylla 
(Thunb.) Wild LC as a host-plant at Tswalu Kalahari, Northern Cape Province, South Africa) 

Reinier Terblanche 
 

¶ A peculiar new species of Nyodes Laporte, 1970 (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) 
Zilli, G. László, A. Kingston and M. Larsen 

 

¶ Degrees of specialism in butterflies: a method for defining levels of specialism and an 
evaluation of South African species 

Mark Williams and Jeremy Dobson 
 

¶ The genera of the tribe Charaxini (Papilionoidea, Nymphalidae, Charaxinae) 
Thierry Bouyer 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/lepsocafrica.org
https://lepsocafrica.org/
mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
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¶ Description of a new species from Africa in genus Coccothera Meyrick, 1914, with 
additional taxonomic and faunistic information on two other Coccothera species 
(Lepidoptera: Tortricidae: Grapholitini)  

Knud Larsen  
 

¶ Taxonomic revision of the tribe Acraeini Boisduval, 1833 (Papilionoidea: Nymphalidae: 
Heliconiinae)  

Mark Williams and Graham Henning 
 

¶ Taxonomic notes on Liptena durbania Bethune-Baker, 1915 (Papilionoidea: Lycaenidae: 
Poritiinae) 

Michel Libert  
 

 

2022 
 
The cost of Vol 33 (170 pages, 17 articles) is R 220, plus postage where applicable. The front and 
back covers are shown below: 
 

 

 
2021  
 

Volume 32 Part 1 
 29 Articles 
  R 220 excluding postage. 
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Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which are included as a regular feature in this 
newsletter.  
 
We move to the Hepialidae family: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Eudalaca ammon 
Johan Heyns 

Eudalaca ammon 
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Eudalaca cretata 
Johan Heyns 

 

Eudalaca cretata 
Johan Heyns 

 

Eudalaca sp. 
Johan Heyns 

 

Gorgopis libania 
Johan Heyns 

 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES 



51 
 

 
Gauteng 
 
Here are a few photos from the Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens, that werenôt included under the 
Botanical Gardens section: 

 
  

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

 

Garden Acraea 
Acraea horta  

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Painted Lady 
Vanessa cardui 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Black-based Acraea 
Stephenia natalica 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Meadow Blue 
Cupidopsis cissus cissus 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Brown Grass Jewel 
Freyeria trochylus 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Protea Gossamer 
Iolaus trimeni 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

African Yellow Pansy 
Junonia hierta cebrene  

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Blue-spot Pansy 
Junonia oenone oenone 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Grassland Woolly Legs 
Lachnocnema durbani 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 
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Some more Gauteng photos: 
 

 
Eastern Cape 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Eastern Scarlet 
Axiocerses tjoane tjoane 

Pretoria, Gauteng 
Ilse Joubert 

Garden Commodore 
Precis archesia archesia 
Lourieskloof, Gauteng 

Stephen Ball 

Vestal Birdling 
Somatina vestalis 

Johannesburg, Gauteng 
Estelle Erasmus 

Amatola Battling White Glider 
Cymothoe alcimeda clarki  

Kologha, Eastern Cape 
Stewart MacLachlan 

African Small Orange Tip 
Colotis evagore antigone 

Grahamstown, Eastern Cape 
Lynette Rudman 

Geranium Bronze 
Cacyreus marshalli 

Eastern Cape 
Mandy Shubach 
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Limpopo 
 
Andrew Mayer, Johan Greyling and I visited Donkerkloof in the Strydpoort Mountains on 9 March. I 
was hoping to find the unusual Brown Russet (Aloeides trimeni) from this locality, and to obtain a 
couple of samples for mtDNA barcoding. 
 
We appeared to be generally too late for the local Satyrinae butterflies, although Johan found a 
solitary Wolkberg Orange-lined Shadefly (Coenyropsis natalii poetulodes). There was plenty of 
flowering scabious however, and this was being visited by a large assortment of butterflies. 
Between us we recorded 75 species, for a modified Butterfly Index of 5.5 ï record score for the 
project so far. 
 
We did find a few trimeni, but from a slightly different spot; whether these are the ñlong-wingedò 
variety that first caught my attention has not yet been established. There were also several 
Escarpment Russet (Aloeides dryas), which will also be barcoded. 
 

  

Clear-spotted Acraea 
Stephenia aglaonice 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Black-tipped Acraea 
Stephenia caldarena caldarena 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Black-based Acraea 
Stephenia natalica 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Light Red Acraea 
Rubraea nohara nohara 
Donkerkloof, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Impala Acraea 
Stephenia oncaea oncaea 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Escarpment Russet 
Aloeides dryas 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Brown Russet (?) 
Aloeides trimeni trimeni 
Donkerkloof, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Spotted Joker 
Byblia ilithyia 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Marmalade Silverline 
Cigaritis mozambica 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 
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Some photos from Andrew Mayer, from the same trip: 
  

Bushveld Plain Buff 
Cnodontes penningtoni 
Donkerkloof, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Mimic Diadem 
Hypolimnas misippus 
Donkerkloof, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

African Yellow Pansy 
Junonia hierta cebrene 
Donkerkloof, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Blue-spot Pansy 
Junonia oenone oenone  
Donkerkloof, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Garden Commodore 
Precis archesia archesia 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Banded Gold Tip 
Teracolus eris eris 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Painted Lady 
Vanessa cardui  

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Two-pip Policeman 
Coeliades pisistratus 
Donkerkloof, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Zebra White 
Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Shadow Elf 
Eretis umbra umbra 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Andrew Mayer 

Impala Acraea 
Stephenia oncaea oncaea 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Andrew Mayer 

Black-spotted Ranger 
Kedestes macomo 

Donkerkloof, Limpopo 
Andrew Mayer 
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Some photos from the Waterberg, by Lourens Erasmus: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some photos from Sam Jacobsz  

Large Striped Swordtail 
Graphium antheus 

Waterberg, Limpopo 
Lourens Erasmus 

Crescent White Lady 
Graphium morania 

Waterberg, Limpopo 
Lourens Erasmus 

Dark Webbed-ringlet 
Physcaeneura panda 
Waterberg, Limpopo 

Lourens Erasmus 

Black-based Acraea 
Stephenia natalica 

Waterberg, Limpopo 
Lourens Erasmus 

Dusky Russet 
Aloeides taikosama 
Waterberg, Limpopo 

Lourens Erasmus 

Green-veined Emperor 
Charaxes candiope 
Waterberg, Limpopo 

Lourens Erasmus 

Crescent White Lady 
Graphium morania 

Waterberg, Limpopo 
Lourens Erasmus 

Pale-yellow Amber 
Telchinia burni 

Waterberg, Limpopo 
Lourens Erasmus 

Blue Pied Pierrot 
Zintha hintza hintza 
Waterberg, Limpopo 

Lourens Erasmus 

Glitter Silverline 
Cigaritis natalensis 

Polokwane, Limpopo 
Sam Jacobsz 

Pale Spangled Ranger 
Dotta callicles 

Polokwane, Limpopo 
Sam Jacobsz 

Eastern Dotted Border 
Mylothris agathina agathina 

Polokwane, Limpopo 
Sam Jacobsz 


